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PREFACE*^™- P-OPiRTY or THl 


£tt DGYERNMEHT 6f 5R*^ 


(Those who may open this hook will not, I think, 
lomplain that it is wanting in detail or in that 
r element of personal adventure which codd not properly 
J )e dxclnded from a History of the Indian Mntiny, But 
t dbes not profess to give a minute account of what 
J 00 k place at every station and in every district in 
India during, the struggle. A narrative minute enough, 
jin most of its chapters, to satisfy the most curious 
leader has already been given to the world by Sir John 
jKjye and Colonel Malleson; and there is nothing to 
justify anyone in under taking to write another book on 
lib'subject on the same scale as that which they adopted. 
Ehe history of the Mntiny, like every other history, 
must indeed be told in detail, if it is to hold the 

Rarest of readers : hut, while the narrator of recent 

. * - , 

events is expected to give a full account of all that are 
arresting in themselves, the writer who appears later 
in file field ought to reserve his detailed narrative for 
Irenes of historical importance. There is, I am sure, 
roam for a book which, while giving a detailed narrative 
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of the chief campaigns, of the stirring events that took 
place at the various centres of revolt, and of <Lry 
episode the story of which can permanently interest the 
general reader, and a more summary account of i ne i- j 
dents of minor importance, should aim at completing 
the solution of the real historical problems connected 
with the Mutiny. I am only too conscious how far 
my performance of this task falls below the standard 
which I have set myself. Still, 1 hope that myi 
attempt may be of use. The whole truth about aJ 
period of history is never known until many workers 
have sought for it; and it is possible that a writer who 
has derived almost all his information from *jgfa“J 
sources may succeed in throwing light upon neglect J 
aspects of his subject, and in gaining the attention of 
some who have hitherto known nothing of one of the 
most interesting chapters of their national history. 
Though this book is so much shorter than those which 
have preceded it, my object has not been to write a dart 
lustory or a popular history, in the ordinary sense of 
the term, but simply to write the best history that I 
could; to record everything that was worthy to be re* 
memhered; to enable readers to understand what sort 
of men the chief actors in the straggle were, and to 
redise what they and their comrades and opponents did! 
and suffered ; and to ascertain what were the causes of 
the Mutiny, and how the civil population of India bore 
them selves <1 tiring its progress. T 
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As I bare found myself unable to agree, on certain 
points, with Sir John Kuye and Colonel MaUeson, it is 
;|Hie more incumbent on me to say that, if their books 
had never appeared, the difficulty which I have felt in 
. /finding my way through the tangled maze of my materia] 0 
would have been greatly increased. In some eases, 

I am indebted solely to those booka for information 
which I might have found it hard to get elsewhere. lo 
students of military history Colonel Malleson’s work 
vrill ahroji be indispensable* 

In the hat appendix I have given a short critical 
account of the authorities which J have used. 

In conclusion, I desire to express my gratitude to 
those who have helped me by answering queries, or by 
aliening me to read private letters or man us cr ipt a. 

Vrtfn Co-TTAGEt 

Lek Pa_bk^ Lee. 

October 8 t 
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CHAPTER I.* 


+ / 


iTiNEHAL SKETCH OF ANGLO-INDIAN HI9TOET TO THE 

J jj|* 

END OF LOEP DALHOUSIE’s ADMINISTRATION. 



Theeke centuries ngo p when the East India Company was Th* XoguJ 
bdli Hu farm ttl ii groat part of India submitted Lu the sway EjnpJTH ‘ 
of a Mahometan prince. This ruler, whose name was Afcbar, 
whs tlie must renowned of the deacondants of Buber, who,, 
early jij the sixteentli century, hud swept down from the 1526. 
north-west upon HindnaLan, and founded the Mogul Empire* 

Unlike Mahometan conquerors in the rest of the worlds 
the Moguls respected the religion of their subjects, and 


* Ab I gd.Lt profess to jjitd ed th5e chapter ■snob ad intrtWItaetQiy aksteli u 
di ay help rBudern to understand thP phenomena of tbeTjidLisn 'Mutiny, I burp 
nut tbcmjjhi it n*ct3seiLrr I =- giTr apM-iHc nsfartniitK 10 □;Dtburitiee except Ed n 
few resee, Ti-bcre it Errmed possible that my statement* flight he « f|DostioDi^d F 
aJ-iii f^>r thfl mDclt-oODtrti v^rt*] flUditntMi of IMbowWL Tha chapter* 
with tho ciccipEJoD of tb* puit which ileak with Dnlfatnwin'is admimjiiriitMn. 
in tbn fenuU c?i it ehady, esdewding aver bpvotAI yonfn F of the ordinary &rA 
m-.qpi of the Iwh ksnwjt tfurka Q45 An^lo-Indian history, and nearly completed 
before I had flonuffl'irinl the idea af writing thaa book- Thuan who wish to 
knnw mcra abr.LU Fh^ti i m! Indian history than ttira ek*tell cam tell llieni, 
will do v, eiJ Ed htdlil u|i tho nkobitnn of theEr knowledge by ntndying Hnntor * 
India * ifi Hi* tory, Ptopfi-y txud Pcodn>\ii\ and eftcrwft ifiln to «lothe the ikoktob 
with fclo&h and Mood Lt reading a few good hiogrupbui*- Many article* In 
the’ Ojfcuffia Rrrimt, 1&* eeraapoiidBiMe oE HiiFfcin^a fin (Slei^ A/^pi pp>t)„ 
the Gyrmrulii* iA/mpptmdencc, Wellesley's Di^/Hitrhr^ and M a Leolm's Fvfatitul 
FI i'iIl-t y r iciighE nteo be read with profit by thoer who har& ismo tu HjrAJ-e. 
tVliat pretend 10 many people from nwElitiif AngJo'bdian hiEtory with 
iu I =-j l b i it Lbut they fltELrt in fODjplott? igiw Farm* i-f tb* way in Whioh the 
GovfirniuBUl wan ciirrUid *j?s n aei4 *jI the <fherActiHLaiio* of Indian Ufo- Snob 
trihMltB HU 1 ae^uii 5 iiiBadcii wnold help to lapply the requisite iKi*Ifdtgi 

1 







2 ANGLO-INDIAN EIGTOEY TO TEE END [CEAF. I* 

established ei government which, with all its faults* was eon- 
teniedly accepted Ly the mas? of the governed, and wop far 
the parson Erf the emperor, or perhaps mum truly far [ha 
imperial idea, a superstition* veneration which had not 
perished when the Indian Mu Liny broke out- The emperors 
governed their dominions through the agency of viceroys* 
whose provinces were larger than many European kingdoms, 
aud who* ill their turiij gave the law to inferior rulers, 
(imdunlly the boundaries of the empire were extended tindl, 
Iflas-1707, under Aurungzebi. , P it attained its furLhest limits. Yet ir 
was from his accession that its decline da ted ^ for* bv a 
religious bigotry w3iieh ha had not learned from i - > * Pine 
what lax predecessors, he did his beat to alienate his 
Hindoo subjects, The Eflj pools rebelled again??t ille rule to 

which they had never wholly submitted, even when it had 
humoured their religions prejudices. The Mubrnttas, a race 
of Hind no freebooters, poured down under their great leadar t 
Sivajee, Drum their iastnr^s in. the western mount, bui?, uud p 
by the swift and sudden inroads of guerilla warriors, gapped 
the strength uf tbs central power. The viceroys saw the 
growing weakness of the successors of Aumngzebe, and 
hastened to secure their independence. The degenerate 
i7:ist - inhabitants of Delhi flowed beneath the tyranny of the 
Persian invader, Nadir Shah, The decline and Ml of on 
earlier and greater empire was re-enacted iu India? and there 
too T after the kmg agony of the night, a brig]iter day was 
to dawn upon the ufllicLed nations. If the story uf an 
empire's decay is full of pal bos , even when it has deserved 
its fate, the fall of the Mogul, who had ruled more unselfishly 
than any other Dostum power, may well id trim our sympathy. 
Yet he Loo had sitiikd; imd bis sins had found him out. 
Mogul civilisation had been only a splendid mockery ; and, 
while the viceroy & were emancipating themsdvea from control, 
tbrir own want of union was paving the way fur the ris« uf u 
people who were to conquer the often-conquered nations of 
India once more, hut to conquer them for their own good. 

Fur a century and a half the agents of the East India 
MV*. Company, which bud arisen under Elizabeth* had been mere 

tmdirj, and, now that [Ley wore about La become conquerors. 
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they had no thoughts of the destiny which lay before them. 

AH unconsciously they he^an to wort out the magnificent 
idea of founding a European empire in Asia. 

It was the genius of a Frenchman [lint had orijjiiiuted this Dupliiist- 
a “* _ ^ipleis, the Governor of the French settlement of SuiW 
I'ondicherry, saw that the disturbed condition of the native I™ 11 
powers held out 11 chance of aggrandisement to a European 
statesmen who wnqld bare the tact to interfere* as uu nlly 1 and 
not Q * a principal; while ha knew the strength of the instrument 
wliic.*li the superior courage and discipline of European troops 
placed id his bands, In 1748 Nbam-ql-mnliy* Viceroy of the 
Deccnn, one of the tinder kings who Lad profited most bv 
the decay of the imperial power, died ; and rival claimants 
appeared for the vacant throne. About the same time a 
competitor stood forward to dispute the title of the Nabob of 
thL- Carnatic, who bad looked up to the late Nizam us Lie over- 
lord. Dqpleix saw his opportunity. While be seemed to be 
supporting the cause of one pair of preie Eiders, about whose 
rigbta be did not trouble himself, ho easily defeated the feeble 
efforts which the English made in self-defence tu uphold. 174^1751* 
their rivals, end made himself master of the Deccan, Some 
yeara before J when the hostilities between France and 
England in the war of the Austrian succession had spread lo 
thejr settlements iu India* LabourdonntdSp an unrecognised 
hero. Imd captured the English settlement of Madras, atidim- 17445, 
pressed the natives of India with a firm belief in the military 
superiority of the French over ourselves. The successes of 
Duplebt w'ere strengthening tins opinion, when a voting Eng¬ 
lishman accomplished a font of arms which established bis own 
fame as a commander, and the character of his countrymen as 
warriors. Trichinupoly, the only fortress in the Carnatic that 
remained in the possession of the Nabob whom the English 
supported, was closely invested by the enemy, when Robert IVflL 
t live conceived the plan of diverting their attention by the 
seizure of A rent, which he held for fifty days with a handful 
of men against a]] the furors that they could bring against 


lij.ii ira.3 nanji> wjie CJtijfi Kilxcb Jvliu.iL Nizam-ul-in uljf ■wiia n 
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him. Thenceforth Lho power of the English in Soil them 
India increased, while that, of the French diminished, though 
Bussy, the most capable of Dupleix's lieutenants, exercised a 
commanding infinenee in the Deccan, nod though, ten years 
later, the unfortunate Lully strove to restore his country's 
fortunes in the Carnatic, A succession of victories added to 
Clive's fame; and 1) up Leix returned, with ruined for Lime and 
shattered hopes, to franco, where an ungrateful people with- 
held the honours which might have solaced him, and treated 
his services with contempt. 

It was not in the south, however, that the decisive' battle 
for the mastery of India was fought. In 1730 Clive, who 
had but lately returned to Madras from a visit tu Kugltmd, 
wus summoned northwards by the news that Suruj-iiii-dowkh, 
the i (ruminate Viceroy of Bengal. had cap tinted tin English 
settlement of Fort William, amj suffered nearly all bis captives 
to perish in the Black Hole of Calcutta. The instant re¬ 
covery of Calcutta and the capture of the French settlement 
at Chjifiddmagoro, to which the Viceroy had looked for 
help, huled tu tench him this wisdom uf submitting to the 
English; hut the hatred and contempt with which he was 
regarded by his subjects facilitated the development of a 
plot by which bis General. Meer Jaffier. aided by Clive, wbh 
to seize bis throne. The victory uf Hussey, which gave the 
conspirators success, bus been rightly seized upon by popular 
instruct as the date uf tire foundation of the British Empire 
in India ; for it gave the throne of Bengal tu a man who owed 
everything to the English, and whom their support could 
alone sustain in power. The designs of DupLcii find k’li 

realised—but lv Clive. 

#* 

Clive, however, had more victories to win, before he could 
seek nut again at home, At Patna he shattered the hopes uf 
the Moguls eldest son, who had set out to conquer the 
upstart Viceroy: he humbled the pride of the Dutch, who, 
trusting to the friendship of the fickle User Jaffier, 
mailed from Java, to share in the spoila of Indra, and tu 
balance tbs overgrown power of the English ■ and lie struck 
the French power in its most vital part bv sending nu nraiv 

southwards under Colonel Forde.who won Lack some factories 
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in the Northern CircKt* which Bussy had seized, and csfieUod 

l ™ ™ Mh frnm lhnt of India. Meanwhile Lc]l v was 
winntam.ng m the Booth a simple for the restoration of the 
Z r ® ncil P 0Wer : Iml« was a hysterical effort, and doomed to 
failure, Eyre Ooote's vloftey at Wandewa* sounded the itco 
JimiJ of tfje French poured in India. 

Wl,™ ft. p*» M „f Clire, tmi MdjMn.1. M b™ c „ mplkD „ 
ve< p T ^ e S0rTJ|Tlts °* Company seized the opportunity tho 
.f ,»„„ing wdft bj illicit met. ’ Tiiey .« up „d ,,„|]„'i S2St* 
down viceroys, and extorted large presents from each new Bl,Sfl “ ,a ' 

Pupper. They claimed for themselves unfair advantages in 
commerce. by which the Viceroy's subjects suffered. Bet, 
corrupt and grasping as they were, they were not wholly 
inexcusable; for their salaries were miserably insufficient. 

T ll}lr rapacity was emulated by thfl officers'of the army 
who were beginning t0 show a spirit of insubordination 
vvh.eh could only be checked by the hand of the man who had 
<:d them CO notary* Such an unnatural istate at thing* could 
net br? suffered to continue. At last Clive was sent „ut I7B5. 

again to deal with tBt- mass of evil which had accumijfated ; oiw „ T , t . 

aau, li he could not destroy it, he at least held if in check 
wl»le he remained j rj t | le country. But, beside? waging war 
against corruption, he hud to solve R difficult political pro¬ 
blem, He saw that, the English power, having advanced so 
far, could not, in the nature of things, remain stationary, 

^WBrtbde&s, ,JE dcsired t0 P™ rt drjl £ “I™ it* onward HE apo] ,> T . 
course, to abstain, as fur as he safely could, from all inter- 
e renew with native politics, and, while erecting a substantial 
it ric of government, and placing it upon a solid founda- 
ifon, to give it a modest outward form, lest it should 
provoke the envy of his rivals, His idea was that the 
. oTUpany should hike the government of Bengal into their 

ljnnda p hut should iio so not ns n sovereign power, hut 
as tlic nnmjufil deputy of the puppet Mogul Emperor. He 
accordingly proceeded to Allah abed, and there, iu an icter- 
]"'* WJLl ' Emperor and the Vizier af Qude, fixed rhs 
es imes of India. fn the preceding year the Vizier, taking 17fi4. 
be unvrjJJmg Emperor with him, had invaded Behar, hut 
haa been signally defeated by Hector Hunru at L^xur This 
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buttle Lad given to the English the neb province of Oudt, 
the power of disposing of the Mogul, and the prestige of 
being the Sdt power in Indin, (.'live now tamed these 
advantages to account, He restored Onde to the Vizier, 
exacting from him as un equivalent an indemnity of five 
hundred thousand pounds, and indneed the Mogul to invest 
the Company, in return for an annual tribute of three hundred 
thousand, with the office of Dewan* of Bangui, Behar, and 
Orissa. The prac liral result of this arrangement was thut the 
English received the revenues, and made them selves responsible 
for the defence of the territory, while the civil administration 
remained for a time in the hands of a native minister. 

Clive wag not a great statesman like Hustings; for, 
though be knew how to find expedients for overcoming 
difficulties when there was no time for hesitation, he founded 
no lasting political system. Rut he will live in history as the 
Founder of onr Indian Empire. Not only was he the first of 
the hnildcrs of three generations who laboured at the imperial 
fabric, like the families of workmen who, from father to son, 
reared the cathedrals o| the Middle Age; hut he wus in sotnu 
sort its architect also. Here tno the analogy holds good, 
There were more architects Lhnn one .: and all did not follow 
the some style. But Clive, though im would oniv lay the 
foundation himself, forecast in his mind the nature of the 
pile. He foresaw that, with or against their will, his 
successors would Imve to extend its liiiuensions.t 

Lbe years that followed Clive's final departure were veins 
uf misery for the people of Bengal, and of shame for the 
English. The system of divided government established by 
Clive had no vitality. The native administrators oppressed 
(lie peasants, and embezzled the revenues: the servants of thn 
Company found it profitable to connive at these abuses, iuid 
neglected the interests of their masters. At last the Directors 
appointed Warren Hustings Governor of Bengal, and appealed 
to him to rescue their affairs from destruction. 

Hastings soon justified the confidence which had b eetJ 
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^po»Df} in him. He mapped the rotten chain that bound bis 
rosters in mock alh-ghnce to the Mogul Emperor, and pro- 
olnimed them to be, what they really were, independent lords 
□f Bengal, He transferred the internal ad mini at ration from 
a native minister to the servants of the Company. He Ub cu ] r 
erenteil a system of police, justice, and revenue, which it is 
easy lor doctrinaires 10 revile, but which was the best tlmt 
mjiild hove been devised under the circumstances of the time. 

Bv hiring out the Company's battalions to the Vizier of Glide 
for the suppression of the turbulent Afghans that tyrannised 
«ver Rohjtcund, hi? crippled a dangerous neighbour, and placed l"7a-L 
tour hundred thousand poumla to the credit of bis employers. 

Suddenly, however, the work in which ho took such pride was 
rudely interrupted. The abuses which he hud begun to 
remedy bad roused the attention of English statesmen to 
Indian affairs; and the Regulating Act of 1773, which placed k^h- 
tho Government of British India in the hands of a Governor- Th, * A ' r 
General and a Council of four, with power over the other 
f residencies of Bombay find Madras, and established u 
supreme conn of judicature at Calcutta, independent of the 
Council, was the fruit of their labours. Hastings was the 
first Governor-General. The new constitution, while it left 
the entire load of responsibility upon Ilia shouldem, gave him 
im more power than any of hk colleagues* This radical 
defect became apparent when Cluveriog, Monaon, and 
Francis, the three Councillors that bad been sent oat from 
home, arrived; for they at once began n career of factions 
opposition to tliuir chief. This notorious triumvirate threw 
the affairs a I the other Presidencies into confusion by their T : ; * ,u - rtiMl hjr 
rush interference, postponed nil important business to a 
futuicions investigation into the past acts of tho Governor- rrT,Ilc “' 
General, and encouraged the natives to bring accusation6 
against him, cud despise his authority. The people of Bengal 
ind ctiiTit tu regard bis otiose as lost, when, by the bold stroke 
ot bringing u counter charge against the infamous Hrubruiu, 
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Nudcoquhv the foremost of thgss unscrupulous accusers, be 
recovered his position, find digooniihed his colleflgtms. 
Nunuomur wos executed by the sentence of the Chief ,1 ustice, 
Imp&v. At the sight of his ignominious death, every Hindoo 
trembled, and began to regard Hastings as a mao to whom 
all most bow, So 1cm g T indeed, as His tings was outvoted at 
the council-table, be coufd carry into cfTucl none of those great 
measures for the benefit of India and the establishment of 
British power which be had long contemplated: but 3 strong in 
the love sod trust of the English community, he could and 
did do something to check the rash folly of bis colleagues ; 
and he waited for h\n triumph with u pa deuce winch was 
thrown into stronger relief by his burning enthusiasm for the 
pnhba service. His triumph came at lust. The death of 
l' 7 b r Mouson left him supreme. Aud f though Francis hud poisoned 

thotstw Am minds of the ministers against him. and the Directors. who 

liii’w'tir. - ■ w 

hud supported him in 3iis earlier tueH surra, had with drawn 
their favour, there was a crisis at kind which forbade them to 
supersede him. They recognised the genius of the man whom 
they had persecuted, ami allowed him to save them- 

At that Lime Lhe fame of England bud sunk to its nadir. 
Twenty years before it had risen to ita zenith. Let philoso¬ 
phical historians search os deep us they will for the general 
causes which iiad wrought this change. To pUiu umkr- 
statiditigs the explanation i* clear enough. Put hud ruled in 
1T6H : but in I77fl Lord North was the chief of a Government 
that could not rule. America and half Europe were banded 
agninst England , but India was the rock against which 
this storm broke m vain; lor India was ruled by a man 
who Joined to the fiery zeal of a Pitt the calmness of a 
Marlborough. 

Hi* ]=* Two great dangers the Governor-Genera! saw and repelled, 

theempm.. Hearing that the French were about to league themselves 
with the Mnbratios for the overthrow of our empire, he 
17-st. showed hii knowledge of the temper of Asiatics by striking 

the first blow, sending an army across India through un¬ 
known country to linmlle the Mahrntta power. And, when 
Hyder, the usurping ruler of Mysore, carried Ida arms* to the 
euvirona of Madras, and the feeble Presidency trembled 
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Conte, who rescued Southern India by the victory of Porto^wiiL^ 
Novo. 

But even Has tings could not save an empire without monov ; 
and the Company a treasury was nearly empty. To replenish 
it, he demanded a contribution from 0 licit Singh, the so- 
called Rajah of Benares a tributary of the Company,»following 
■k ouatoin which superior powers in India had ever observed. 

Cheit Singh, however; showed no alacrity to come to the 
aid of In 3 over)nrd ; nud, to punish him for Ms delay and 
evasion, Hastings went in person to Benares* to exact from 
him a heavy fine. But the few English soldiers whom lie 
took with him were unprovided with ammunition and badly 
commanded. For a time Hastings was checked by insur¬ 
rection: hut it was speedily repressed by the English troops 
who, in their enthusiastic love fur him, has tuned up from the 
nearest posts to his rescue, and was punish Ed by the deposition 
of the Bj'ijahaud an increase of the tribute duo from his sne - I7S1. 
cessor- Still, more money wasaordy needed ; and Hastings, in 
his extremity, looked to Oude, the Vizier of which province, 
squandering h]R revenues upon his own pleasures, had long 
neglected Lu pay an English brigade which protected him. 

The money was obtained by confiscating the hoarded iron an res I7SU 
of the late Vizier, which the Begums of Umlo, the mother 
and grandmother of the reigning prince, had unlawfully 
retained. 

The sc dealings of Hastings wirii the Rajah of Benares Outcry 
and the Begums of Cede formed tlu a subject of two of the M ' i " lLD ” 
charges brought against him at the fatuous trial in West¬ 
minster Hall It would he impossible in » chapter like this 
to enter into a detailed examination of the justice of thosE 
charges, nr the general moral] tv of 3d* ndnnni^tmtium It 
will he enough to say that no other than that policy which 
Burke held up to execration could have ?aved the empire in 
the most momentous crisis through which it has ever passed ; 
and til lit those who condemn the morality of that policy 
muzt not ell rink from the inevitable conclusion that the empire 
which hat btL-n charged with the mission of civilisting Judin, 
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and which give® England Lu-r great title to respeqt jiixinug tin" 
nations of Europe, was erects h could only have been erected 
npou a basis of iniquity,* But men ore slowly beginning to 
see that the views of Hastings's policy which Burke, in bitter 
but honest hatred, and Francis* in the malice of disappointed 
mge T disseminated, art- untrue. Tim genius of Clarendon 
taught four genera linos of Englishmen to detest the name of 
the hero who hud saved lb air liberties. The fate of Hastings 
has been similar. But the day will come when* in the light 
of a more extended knowledge of the history of British India, 
bia poll deal morality will be vi tidies led* 

L7B5 - The resignation of Hastings mark a the el use of the third 

act in Lhe drama nf An gin-Indian history. Clive bad been 
forced by tire quarrel thrast upon him to realise Dupleix^ 
imperial visions Ho bad Foil tided an empire. It was loft to 
Hastings to create a government, flulI to organise and set on 
loot its numerous bran eh es. lie had conceived, moreover, 
ami bad bi^gnn to carry out the idea of grouping the native 
stales in dlitince ronnd the power of J^r^l .-nd, which had 
practically taken the place of the effete Mogul empire, and 
was therefore bound to lake upon itself the dut-ie*. and 
yield the protection expected by nil natives from ibe Para- 
mount Power* 

4r 

But this great idea was destined to be forgotten lbr a time. 
The malignant influence oi Francis had borne its fruit. At 
iiome men cried out again** the policy of HasringE; and 
Lord Com- Urd Cornwallis t was sent out to inaugurate n reign of peace 
ntni non-intervention, and armed with that power of noting 
on his own responsibility, even against the judgment of hi a 
Council, whiab Hastings bud sought for in vuin. lie tried 
to carry uni the wishes of his masters; hut, though he was 
a man of peace, he was not n man to look on Utinciv while a 
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L7D0. 

1731- 


new enemy ardse to threaten ngr power. Tbo great Hyder War with 
had left ft fluii Tippoo, who inherited tome of bis Fathers Tippw ” 
nbihty f and all bis lore of Aggrandisement and hatred of tlit 
English* Provoked by mu attack which he bad made on im 
oily of die British Government. Cornwallis resolved to puni&h 
him, an dp after au unlucky campaign conducted by his 
generals, went in person to the seat of war, fu ught bis waj 
to the gates of Ekrtugapatam, and there dictated terms of 
peace. 

Influenced by public opinion and by that strong dis¬ 
inclination to all extension of territory which the Directors 
had already begun io show,* be only crippled the Sid tan 
when he should have destroyed him. Snob a half-hearted 
policy bore its natural fruit. The evil day wits only put 
off; for a few years later Wellesley was forced to annihilate 
Tippoo 1 s power at ft cost of blood and treasure which would 
have been saved if be bud been disarmed in time. But the 
Directors shrank from becoming emperors; for they feared 
thin, by su doings Lhcy would suffer as merchants* 

The aim of Cornwallis's policy was to maintain the peace 
of India hy the old-fashioned Europe an plan of preserving a 
balance of power among the chief stales. The theory of the Baknca 
balance of power, however, takes for granted in individual p * WEr 
states, if not □DselHshiieas, at least some surt of fellow-feeling 
suitable to the members of a family of nations, some serious , *■ 
desire to keep the bonds of peace intact. But among the/ 
powers of India these con dir ions went wholly wanting. Xhoif 
political education wus not sufficiently advanced fur them to _ 
be able to understand that, even For nations, pure selfishness' 
cnmiut be expedient. CornwalLia saw dearly enough tljar”; 
the English Government ought to stand in the place of Ihe^ 
father of this family of nations : bnt it was reserved for, »v_ 
greater ruler to sec that the family must, for soma time ftfl 
fer their own good, he treated not m intelligent adults, hi 3 
aa disorderly and deceitful children. 

The war with Tippoo wag the central event of Cornwallis* 


* 75ft# CornwalliM CbrmipmdfA& n tj>L Si. pp. 1*4, 139; Wnki’i -Hilt, of 
2Igntir t vdL iiL pp. 261, 23?, , 
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foreign pulley. Hie rdgn is Equally remembered for the 
judicial mud fiscal re-forms which be carried out. The English 
had hitherto been content tg follow the old Mogul system for 
the collection of the land-revenue of Bengal. Under that 
system, the privilege of collecting the revenue had been from 
lime to time put up to unction to native collectors, tv bo ware 
known ng Zemindars: but no attempt had been madtH to ascer¬ 
tain and definitely fix the amount which the cultivators might 
fairly he called upon to pay. As, however, under this system, 
the revenue was collect*! in a very irregular and unsatisfactory 
manner, the Directors instmeted Cornwallis to introduce some 
reform. The result was the famous Permanent Settlement, by 
which the Zemindars were raised to the position of landlords, 
and engaged in return to pay a fixed annua! rent-charge to 
the Government- 

The Permanent Settlement was it sad blunder* Cornwallis 
bad indeed tried to learn -ninetbing ubmitthe landed interests 
wit it which be bad to deni: hut he did not reaBse the vast 
extent and intricacy of the subject* i^aoccupied i v English 
idens of land tenure, his mind was ton narrow and too 
destitute of sympathetic force to seize the notion that, a 
different set of ideas might prevail in India; and be therefore 
naturally leaped to the nqnehitiion that, as the Zemindars 
were the highest class connected with hind, they either were, 
or ought to ba constituted landed proprietors* The result of 
hia action may be told in a few words. The inferior tenants 
derived from it no benefit whatever* The Zemindars again 
and again failed to pay thfiir mi t-charges; and their estates 
were sold for the benefit of the Gnveminent. 

Though Cornwallis was not a ruler of the first rank, in one 
respect nt least he left bis mark upon the Indian service. He 
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would not countenance jobbery* even when HoynJ petition ere 
naked favours of him ; and he tried to remove the temptations 
to corruption to whiuk the Company's eurvnnts were exposed, 
and to raise their standard of efficiency, by endear muring to 
procure for thorn adequate salaries. 

Cornwallis was succeeded by Sir John Shore, a conscien¬ 
tious painstaking official, who bad worked his way. step by 
step, to the head of the Government, hut whose dread of 
responsibility toade him unfit to rule. The groat political 
event of his administration was a war between the Mahfattaa 
and the Nizam. The Maiirattas were the aggressors: the 
Nizam wli> an ally of the British, and importunately pressed 
them. for the assistance tu which lie was morally entitled ; bat 
Si tore was afraid to depart a hairs breadth from the policy of 
neutrality which bis masters had prescribed. The result was 
that the Nizatu was completely beaten* and lost ail confidence 
in the English, whose alliance hud proved to be a sham ■ while 
the pow er of the MahraUas was unduly usal ted, and for years 
their turbulence mud greed caused anxiety to tLe Para mount 
Power. 

In 17 US Short! was succeeded by Lord Mo ruing tun, better 
known by his later title of Marquess Wellesley, a young 
Irish prer who bad already distinguished himself by an 
elaborate ^p^UL’li in which ho had thundered jj gainst the 
Frtnd! He volution* and pleaded for the cod tinned prosecution 
of the uo Li -Galilean crusade. The appointment was made 
not a moment too soon ; far another great crisis in Anglo- 
Indian history was at hand, and, if Shore Lad remaind in 
office much lunger, the empire might have been lost. 

The European wilt wns at its height* Napoleon wns 
in the full tide of success, and had os tended his views of 
conquest to Asia. If he h«d triumphed in Egypt, and pushed 
uu into India* the leading native elates would probably have 
welcomed his arrival. Our allies, the Xiztim and the Nabob 
of the Carnatic* were not to be depended open. TLe one* as 
lias been shown* had become outranged from us, and now put 
his trust in a strong lorce, ofitcarad by Frenchmen* which 
he kept in Lis pay. The other wan unable to govern Ids own 
country, and, so far from helping ub, was continually asking 
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inr oar aid. Fippoo was intriguing against ns with evcrv 
pnn C c wbo wonjd listen to him. Hating as with all the force 
». Mahometan bigoLry, inherited enmity, and the thirst of 
vengeance , he was only waiting an opportunity to attack us. 
The Mahrattns would tmve been not less dangerous if they 

’ ! QOl T} bee V h r QlliC|,d: butl l,Jcir { °™™- chief, 

JJowIll l, ° ] Sl ’ ld,:i ' Wfla P*wr every day, and, like 

'L?™*- '' 1 * *" lirin >'- nfficared V Frenchmen, in Lis 
i,?0 ' l JB8 ° TRT >‘ Fren °k adwmturers Wem a separate 
-nreo of danger. They hod the d.egrace of old d*feL to 

1 ! r ; ":\T am ° (e0ntlBeat 10 Duplets. Bossy, 

rl r r n rrUStnltLjd in tl,eir cleave,trs to 

not f mn: S ? m : bl,t tbDfe ™ * lurking danger 

^ Ha " M th ' J 1 f ,m - C1 '* nmJ r,lcerJ i*. The conduct of 
PP ' h ° ruyht -V q11 °™* it to he known that he had sent 

“ l ? ** Manritioa to for French ,ge h m 

,jf BtriJU ^ *• ** blow. He* instantly 
Lh-n ’ PF °° eVa ' led the d ™d until Wellesley's 
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directed the armies of Rn,h . , . forc *> u busier 

It f.live C Q„a,...n, ” l1 by 
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campaign ihe Sul r-n f « - • J “ iud uniformly snetressful 
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was divided between the British C lLe remft iNder 

whose share wag afterwards Ht - ^^ment and the Sizara, 
additional subsidiary force PP [° pmle|i to t&« payment, of tin 
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terror into the minds of aggressive native princes, was ihe 
kfly-Btono of Wellesley's policy. Tin:- aim of that policy may 
be' described as the establishment of the supremacy of the 

Britiflb power for the joint benefit or the British and of the 
people of India. The native powers were to be grouped m 
alliance round the central power of the British Government, 
which was to defend them at their own cost, and, in uume 
cu *; 8 . to administer their civil affairs or those of a part of 
thdr territories os well, in others merely to reserve the right 
of interference. In other words, Wellesley, strengthened by 
the authority and resources which hud been denied to Hastings, 
set himself to develop the far-reaching conception which the 
latter had originated. The grand idea of pressing this con¬ 
solidated Anglo-Indian Empire into the service of the British 
Empire itself, and iorciug it to take iis part in the overthrow 
of Napoleon, was Wellesley's own. 

Let us see how he worked it out. A treaty which he had 
aoncluded with the Nizam had bound him to defend that 
prince against the attacks of the Maliroltss. With the view of 
taming "this restless people Wellesley (rind to draw their 
nominal head, the Eeiahwa, Bsjee Hao, within the circle of 
subsidiary alliance.* The reluctance of this pnuce to sur¬ 
render Mb independence was at last overcome by his iear ui 
Jeswuut Run Hoik or, a rising Mnhmta chieftain, whose 
fulfill v name is so often mentioned in connect.cn with that 
of Siiidia. The treaty ol Bassem marked rite change m the Tr^of 
Peisbwas condition. But Sindia and the Mahratta Im|.ih _ M ., lirat i^vio 
of Bernr, who feared that they toe would have subsidiary 
alliances forced upon them, and no longer be allowed to 
prey upon their weaker neighbours, resented tlm treatnten 
of their nominal head, and compelled the Governor-Genera 
tu conquer them. It was in the war by which this conquest 
was achieved that the .mine of his brother, Arthur Wellesley, 

tarat beoaiuts famous ■ t \ 

Holkar who held aloof from his brother chiefs, might have 

■ escaped, if his invincible W of plunder bad not brought upon 
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him the wrath of WelJeatey : but the ootnpaign For his reduc¬ 
tion weis chequered by more than one disaster; and he wag 
not finally subdued till after Wellesley had left India, 

Tbus ous I 10 ™ 31 afl]er flnoltief ™ drawn into the number 
EmpcTor. of dependent states- Unhappily, imwaver, Wellesley had 
neglected otie rare opportunity which the fortune of war had 
thrown in his way. In the cant pa i go against riindiu,, Delhi 
had fallen into our hands; and Wellesley had been on I led 
upon to decide the Emperor's fate. Though the power of the 
ilrent Mogul had long faded away, his title still attracted the 
superstitious veneration of the natives; and fifty years Jatcr 
it was the spell that drew successive armies of mutineers t.o 
the locus ot Delhi. If, instead of perpetuating this phantom 
dynasty, Wellesley had boldly proclaimed that his Govcm- 
njent had succeeded to its rights, on element which was to 
give strength and a show of dignity to the Indian Mutiny 
might have been destroyed. The native states were ready 
enough to claim the protection of our Paramount Power 
They would have repaid it for this protection by their attach¬ 
ment, if it had not ahruuk from avowing itself to be what it 
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Three years before. Wdlesley had applied the same principle 
tbflL inspired his Mubratta policy to bis dealings with 
Undo. That country lay directly in the path of anv invader 
Wh ° ‘“>Slrt®ediutto an attack on the British passions from 
tlm north-west j and a conqueror might have easily overran it 
on Ins march, for its government was powerless, and its may 
was a rubble. Wellesley converted it from u source of weak- 
ness mtoa hulwark uf the British provides by hia favourite 
method. The \ izier was obliged to accept uu English 
subsidiary force, and to cede a large portion of hi, territory 
for rts support. Hut on* great evil sprang from this arrange- 
mem The governuicnt of Oude was even then the worst 
in ndia Tim V i*«r wasted part of his revenues!* .hamuful 
be Lf-ju diligence and hmudctl the rest. The farmers of the 
revenue eluted from the peasantry all that thevooultl; and the 
latter tuiled un, barely eup porting life on the remount of their 

* an inla:rp®tisiif lecture tv «. ^ i f , ... 
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earnings which the policy, not tbo humanity of their masters 
allowed them. Welleeley, however, shrank from interfering 
in the internal administration* The Vizier's officers were 
therefore supported in their exactions by Britieh bayonets. 
Wellesley's excuse is that, distrusted as lie was by the 
Directors* he did not feel himself strong enough to assume 
the government of the country, which waa ihe only way nf 
remedying its nnhappy condition. He doubtless expected that 
hia successors would soon be forced to take this final step. 
For more than fifty years, however, it was not taken. 

The Nabobs df Tanjore, of Surat, and of tha Carnatic were 
obliged to transfer the administration of their territories to 
the Bn Li ah Government, and to content themselves with 
liberal pensions and high-sounding titles. 

While the consolidation of the English power in India went 
on apace, Wellesley carried out Ids idea of mating it a living 
element of the British Umpire by sending an expeditionary 
force np the Bed Sea to co-operate in the expulsion of the 
French from Egypt. If the force did nothing dso, it at least 
eh owed how a strong ruler bad been able to develop the 
resources of India, and bow ha eon Id turn them to account. 

Such was Wellesley "a external policy. The same imperial 
spirit which had animated it breathed through every part uf 
his administration. For the benevolence with which be 
regarded the natives of India did not tend him 10 contemplate 
the possibility of granting them self-government. Hia ideal 
wag that they should ho ruled for thvir own good by an all- 
powerful despot, and that tbe despot should take him for his 
mad el Nor were they Eo be governed solely ibr their owrt 
good- They were to repay the care of their rulers by commu¬ 
nicating to them the benefit of lb dr commercial re&ourcys. 
Fondly hoping that ha canid infuse something of his ufm' 
enthusiasm Into Lis employers, Wellesley urged them 10' 
develop these resources by the encouragement of private trade* 
and to recede, if only a few steps, from the selfish position 
of monopolists. But it was in vain for this enthusiastic* 
Governor to expect a trading company to sympathise with his 
fur-reaching views. The anomaly which suffered India to be 
ruled from Leaden hall Street won already evident 
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It was the sagacity which enabled Wellesley to foresee the 
direction which imperial progress must take, and the energy 
with which ho hastened that progress that gave a special 
character to his reign. He saw that endless diaturbatieeg must 
ho looted lor until the English should become supreme : it is 
his merit that he did not adopt the half-measures which would 
have pleased his masters, but boldly and unoompruciisiogly 
carried out his ’views to their logical! conclusion. No ruler 
was ever better served: hut few rulers have had in the same 
degree the enthusiasm which inspires others, and the charm 
which wins Lheir personal devotion. Generals like Arthur 
Wellesley, and Lake, and H arris* diplomatists like Malcolm 
and Barry Close worked out his designs ; and all worked for 
the kvo of him whom they served- 

Wlien he hud gone, however* the great work which he had 
taken up was again interrupted; fnr his successor could only 
see its momentary disadvantages, and J racked the foresight 
which could wait for its final triumph. The Directors were 
tired of costly victories, and looked about for a ruler who 
would spare their army, and replenish their treasury. Lq an 
evil hour for his reputation, the aged Cornwallis, broken as lie 
was by toil and disease, was persuaded to go out once mo re. 
As far as ho could, he reversed Wellesley's policy, aud 
meditated the withdrawal of the British protection from those 
states to which Wellesley had extended it. He did ail this 
in the purest spirit of humanity; for he believed that 
Wellesleys interference had been unjust. But. happily for 
India and for himself^ he died little more than two months 
after his arrival. 

His successor* Sir George Barlow* carried out his views, 
lie aimed at extricating his employers, at any cost, from the 
temporary financial emharrasametit into which the policy of 
Wellesley had plunged them, and complacently declared bis 
con vie don that he would best promote die security of the 
British Government hy leaving the rajahs free to quarrel 
among themselves. Thia ignoble policy boro its inevitable 
fruit when the strong began to prey upon the weak, and 
when die natives of Iw^p. cried out that the Paramount 
Power, which waa bound to keep the peace, waa shirking 
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its responsibilities. Still more appalling examples, how¬ 
ever, wetb needed to convince the lie me authorities of the 
weakness of this policy, In 1807 they sent out Lord Minto Larf SUM®, 
to succeed Barlow., and to walk in his footstep eu When, 
however the new Govern or-General came to survev the 
political prospect faun Calcutta he began gradually to unlearn 
the opinions which he find held so confidently at home. 

Without being a ruler of the first order* he wag n sensible 
and firm, though moderate Eta teaman, who had not indeed 
the high courage and the rare fearlessness of responsibility 
which can initiate a great policy, and execute it in spite 
of the rem oust ranees of a timid or ignorant directory, hut 
who might he trusted to fall into no weakness which would 
com promise the dignity of his govern m cut: and, though his 
reign was undistinguished by any event that serves as n 
land-mark in Anglo-Indian history, it witnessed some useful 
measures for the maintenance of iuLtmal peace, and for the 
repression of French ambition, and is interesting us the 
transition period which preceded the final realisation of 
Wellesley's views by the Marquess of Hastings. 

Immediately after his arrival, he was strnck by the anarchy BEmdlKUL*. 
which Barlow's inaction had encouraged among the free- 
booting chiefs of Bundlecund, a part of which country 
the Fuishwa had ceded to Wellesley for the support of his 
subsidiary force. He instantly seat an army to punish thnir 
insolence; and„ having thus done something to restore internal 
order to India, he prepared to meet a danger which threatened 
it from without. The famous Eunjeet Singh, who had Rod] net 
already era shod down the Sikhs of the Puujanb, was eager 
to extend his power by subjugating their brethren on our 
side of the Sutlej. The Governor-Genera I saw the danger : 
but bis task in meeting it was a complicated one; far, while 
repressing Kunjeets thirst for aggrandisement, he had also 
to persuade him to refuse a passage through his territories 
to the French, who were believed to be still meditating an 
invasion of Indio, Hie choice of an ambassador revealed 
the same knowledge of character that had shown Itself in 
Wellesley's advancement of Malcolm. For it was Charles 
Metcalfe who curbed the ambition of Ruxgret BJngh* 
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Mintc's dealings with the Afghan freebooter, Amcsr Khan, 
showed how his cl waking zeal for imperial ism was moderated 
bv hi& fear of the Directors 1 displeasure. This man, who 
bad been a compuntafl of Holbar in Ids plundering raidsj bad 
attacked the Rajah of Nagpore* j anil, when Minin interfered 
for the protection of his ally, he apologised to hie masters 
for this display of energy by representing it as a necessary 
step for the prevention of a dangerous alliance between two 
Mahometan rulers like the Ameer and the Nizam. When, 
however* the baffled Ameer invaded Bajpuotana in give hi a 
predatory followers the plunder without which they could 
not live* Min to dared not interfere; and more victims were 
sacrificed to the idol of non-intervention* 

Outside India, however* the Governor-General found a 
field for hi a energy in which he might move secure of the 
Dirac tors' approval; for here the object was, not to spend 
money on the protection of distress'd dependants, but tu 
protect tbi- Company's commerce from the French privaieara 
which infested the Indian Ocean, By the cap tore of 
the Mauritius, which had served as a depot for tlk< plunder 
they had thus acquired* and by the -jo uquest of Java, which they 
had wasted from the Dutch* Min to completed hi a scheme uf 
defence against Napoleon* 

He was succeeded by a statesman who, like him* came to 
India strongly prejudiced against the policy of Wellesley, 
hut* when ha found out hie mistake, throw himself* in ii 
mure during spirit, into the tusk of developing that policy. 
It wns the discovery of the evil wrought by the Pindhiries 
that, caused this sudden change in Lord Hastings’s views. 
These notorious marauders hnd, in former days, often fol¬ 
lowed in the train of the Miihr&ttas ; and now, roving about 
the country in armed hands, plundered, destroyed, and mas¬ 
sacred on their own account. Tie Directors, who could 
not, like Lord Hastings, see for themselves whflt the state 
of India was, refused to listen to him when ho insisted that 
the evil must be rooted out. But Lord Hastings found 
another way Df serving the impracticable court. Some 

•.By tbt. title the former Bs]ah si Bout Lij beoa t BewB kj. 

•abj«u(ig;i tyWeUfrBley. 
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twelve jti&ri before, Wkdlealey hud nodi! a Eomtuurcbd tftftty 
with the Goorkabs of Nepiuil, but, finding it impossible 
to keep at ponce with them, had broken off all relations in 
1801* Since then the Goorkabs bad been steadily encroach¬ 
ing upon British territory along the Hue of frontier north 
of Hindostim, in defiance, or rather in contempt of the 
mild remonstrances of Barlow and his successor- At last, 
however, even Min to had been provoked to send an ultimatum # 
and Hastings promptly followed it up by another. If it had 
been sent in time, the war which followed might have been 
averted; for, even niter the long ex peri once which they had 
had of our meek forbearance, there was not unanimity in the 
Goorkah council which decided to fight* Lord Hastings had Nannie 
f^o wait long for his triumph a 7 for of four generals whom be 
&nnt at the head uf separate columns fo invade Nepanl all but 
one fail Ed, and the Goorkabs were eiiEinics tu Le respected. 

But the veteran Ouhterlany, who bad studied war under Eyre 
Coote* atoned For the failures of his colleagues. Fortress 
after fortress fell before him as he climbed the Himalayas; 
and at last the capture of the crowning stronghold oi Msdoun 
decided the war* The Guorkahs susd lor peace, and were 
obliged to surrender the districts of which they hud fobbed 1^15 
us, and to cede some valuable maun tain territory. 

Meanwhile the unchecked insolence of the Findharfea had tnbjfdti n 
reached its height, Fresh from his triumph in the north, ^*^ Utvss 
Lord Hastings resolved to chastiss them. In the firmness of Mnbmiai. 
ilia righteous resolve he would have risked any offieia] dis- 
pleasure: but in fant he was not forced to disobey his instruu^ 
tians; for the stories of pillage and murder which had reached 
home caused a reaction of feeling which called for tho 
destruction of the predatory' hordes. An unexpected difficulty, 
however, presented itselfi The Mahrattaa sympathised with 
the Pindburiea; and they had slili some power lor evil. The 
treaty of Bessoin had not crushed, the Peishwa & restless 
ambition, or destroyed the irregular but mischievous attach- 
ment of his feudatories, He was discovered to be conspiring 
with the Findbarks, with Siudiap and with Ilulkar for the 
restoration of his supremacy, and the subversion of our 
power* % ^ 
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There is no more Intricate pa^e in Indian history than 
that which describes bis intrigue* ami the measures by which 
they were bafBWI. Fortunately Elphinsteme* the Resident at 
his Court, was a man who could thread the most confused 
maxes oFMahratta treachery, Aware of what was passing in 
the Peishwas mind, be sought to checkmate him by a treaty 
which bound him to cede territory and forbear from all com* 
mu mention with any power but our own. ftindin W& Atuatir 
Khan, to cadi of whom the Pimlharies looked for help, were 
likewise bound over to keep the peace; and the robbers 
themselves were bon ted down by our soldi ere* while those 
who escaped tbs British- bayonets were massacred by ike 
exasperated rill tigers whom they had persecuted. Meftn- 
while, Siuditt and Ameer Kbnn bad adhered to their i-ngnge- 
ments: but the Peishwa and Holkiir bud turned traitors ; 
and the Bajah of Kagporc bad joined them, Ooc after another 
tha ireadiercius princes were punished, Belated at fleeta* 
buldee, the Rajah of Nagpore fled; and his territories passed 
under the nominal rule of a boy Rajah, In whose nnrne an 
Jjnglisb Resident established a wise admin 3 strati on. The 
army of Holkar, for be himself was only its tool, was 
beaten by Malcolm on the field of Mebidporo; and Balkar 
was obliged to receive a subsidiary force, while bis el dm inis- 
trail cm was left to his ministers, who were to act under the 
advice of u British Resident. But it would have bean 
madness to treat the Peisbwa with such leniency, While he 
retain&d a vestige of authority, there would have been a 
constant temptation to the Malir&tta chieftains to rally round 
him. His lands were therein re annexed, and his suzerainty 
was annihilated: hnt he himself received from tbs British 
Government that generous liberality which has done so 
much to reconcile their fallen foes to the inevitable loss of 
power 

Thus, by the final overthrow of that Hydra-beaded Empire, 
which, for more than a century and a half; bad disturbed the 
pence of India, Lord Hastings had completed the development 
of Wellesley s policy, and had proclaimed by bis deeds to the 
people of India that the Paramount Power, From which they 
expected protection, was able to afford it. He bud dune 
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more than this. Despising the vulgar cry that the ignorance 
of the natives was the best security of our rule, lor he ktum 
that no justification con I ci he pleaded for a rule supported 
hy such means* he had. promoted the establishment of 
native schools and native journals, and thus encouraged th*_ 
people to take advantage of the peace which he had given 
them- 

This aide mm was succeeded hy a Governor of another 1023 
stamp. Lord Amherst 5 s reign is remembered as the epoch j^ A p irat 
of the first Burmese war: hut he himself is almost forgotten, BnmM wif. 
TMa war, Eke that with tE b Goorkuhs, was caused by the 
aggression of a barbarous people* whic.h J encouraged by year? 
of Lame endurance, culminated in au invasion of British 
territory : but here the resemblance ended. The Goorkalii 
had been the most formidable warriors that wo had ever 
encountered: the Burmese were the most contemptible, 

Nothing but the nuhealthiness of their climate, and the 
military strength of Lbeir territory made their reduction 
difficult. But these obstacles were overcome by the force 
which was sent to Rangoon, and winch, after a two yi^ars 
campaign, fought its way to Ava T the Btimrtrae capital, and 
dictated a peace which secured the cession of Assam, Armcan, 102 S, 
and Tenassorim, 

The one other important event of this administration 
revealed the weakness of Amherst, and gave a fresh illustra- c 1 " r ^ 7 ' 
Lion of the impracticability of non-intervention. The Rajah 
of Bburtpore* n state which Wellesley bad brought under 
British protection, died, and left hia throne to an infant / 
son. But it was Tore indeed in those d-uys for a helpless ■ 

heir to be allowed to enter peaceably upon Lis rights* A 
cousin of the young Rajah seized the Government. Ochter- 
lony, who was t hen Resident at Delhi, saw in this act ot 
violence the seeds of a war which might convulse Central ^ 

India, and took upon him*If the responsibility of ordering 
a force to proceed towards Bliurtpore. Amherst countermanded 
ita advance, atid reprimanded the old general for hia undue 
assumption of authority. It was not to be expected that a 
solEer-statesman of fifty years 1 standing should submit lo 
such an affront as this. Ochtorlony aligned hia post- But 
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Amherst, presently repented of his error; ntid the rupture of 
Bhurtpore put an end la a general uneasiness amongst the 
native prinaes, who were not yet habituated Lo our supronjacy, 
and had been excited by the strange news that a British 
army was waging war upon the opposite side uf the Bay of 
Bengal. 

After this there was a hollow peace in the land for tw elve 
years; for the principle of nonintervention was in the ascend* 
nut, and the English Residents at native courts ■■, or- forbidden 
to interfere with the princes at the very stage in their political 
progress when they most needed wise council and restraining 
discipline. Lord William Bentmck, who succeeded Amherst 
in 18i£8 t was the very man to carry out the theories of Indian 
government that prevailed in England, and give n Ins! con¬ 
vincing proof of their falseness- A pattern Liberal statesman 
of the nineteentli century, overflowing with benevolence 
towards the Dative5, he was taught by the hitter lessons of 
seven years that, in dealing with Asiatics, hu main [onanism is 
not humanity. A scries of disputed successions, the cue's c oi 
that era of Indian history, called for British interference: hut 
Bents nek invariably refused to interfere until his inaction had 
produced its inevitable results, anarchy and mesgacre* We 
might wonder that he waa so slow to learn from experience, if 
we did not know how bard it is to wrench oneself free from the 
influence of a cherished theory. Two instances in which his 
reluctant interference wrought u political change cull fur 
special mention. 

In Mysore, the hay Elijah whom Wellesley bad set up after 
the overthrow of Tippoo had been allowed to Lake the 
Government into his own hands after twelve years of tolerably 
successful rule by his native minister under the friendly super¬ 
vision uf an English Besident. The Bajtih's government was 
intolerable; and, after the Resident bad warned him fluda 
and again without effect, his subjects took the remedy into 
their own bunds, and revolted. But these miseniblc rebels 
were repressed hy utir iirnu\ because, forsuoth, the Rajah was 
a protected prince, Beniinck talked of perpetuating the 
IIinduo Government with more effectual restrictions on Lhe 
RoWb power, but ended by doing nothing; and die people 
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suffered without redress until id the English Resident 
become a Commissioner, imd the country became virtually a 
British province. The Rajah of Cuorg, the nephew nt a 
prince who had been A cordial ally of the KngUsb in their 
warn with Tippoo t made Mmdf notorious by the mwp 
cruelty with which he treated his subjects* Even Bentincky 
theories were not proof sgninsL this test, but, while he desired 
to relieve the people* he whs still anxious that they should 
remain under the rale of a native Eajah, and was only per¬ 
suaded to annex their country by Lheir unanimous mi loudly IBM. 
expressed desire to he transferred to the Company’s Govern¬ 
ment* 

Even the briefest account of Bentincka administration 
conld not afford to leave unnoticed that great measure, known 
as the Settlement of the North-Western Provinces, which was 
begun in his time, and completed a few year-5 after lus ^ MtJ?T11 
departure. When that portion of tho country came under 
British rale, the settlement officers did their work m a very 
lax and haphazard fashion. They tried to do justice tn all 
parties ; but they knew 1 little of the usages which had governed 
the tenure of land and the payment of the laud revenue under 
native government: their ignorance was freely traded upon by 
interested natives who, in many cases* contrived to get them¬ 
selves registered as the proprietors of villages which did nut 
belong to them ; and therefore many of their decisions caused 
diaaatiflfaction. It was understood, however, that the settle¬ 
ments which they made might be superseded when the time 
for a more detailed investigation should arrive. The irst 
step towards such an investigation was taken in 1*23, when 
a Regulation was published, setting forth the principles in 
accordance with which ft lasting settlement was to be made * 
but circumstances proven Led further serious action fiom being 
taken till 1&J3, The officers to wbatn the work of the settle¬ 
ment was entrusted, laboured with the utmost sccal and P eT " 
severance to acquire such a full and accurate a Lore ot know 
ledge for a foundation as would enable them to avoid the 
false conclusions of their predecessors : but the interests which 
thev had to examine were &o numerous and complicated that 
they often went astray. Moreover, they started with Jim 
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theory that the settlement ought to be made, village by village, 
Trjt.lt the actual proprietors of the soil, and not with middle¬ 
men. They saw that the proprietary right generally belonged 
to single families, or to the village comreunifies, which had 
survived here in fnr greater perfection than in Bengal. But 
there was another important class whose rights had also to be 
considered, and whose generis name of Talookdsrs is perhaps 
familiar to oil who take an interest in Indian affairs. It was 
through the medium of these men that the native Government 
had collected tlie revenue : and, though they were technically 
only hereditary Teven tie- cent rectors, they were to all intents 
and purposes the territorial aristocracy. The settlement 
officers, however, inspired by the famous Robert Mcrttns Bird, 
were full of the idea of promoting the greatest happiness of 
the greatest number ; they branded the Talookdnrs as a set of 
worthless drones; and they determined accordingly to deprive 
them of the privilege of settling for every foot of land to 
which they could not show a proprietary title precise enough 
to satisfy an English lawyer. A few thoughtful men did 
indeed urge that these sweeping measures would destroy Lhe 
attachment of the aristocracy to our rule, and that, if they 
ever turned against us, we should find the villagers, whom we 
had thought to conciliate, impelled by the force of old ties 
and old associations to side with their natural lenders. These 
warnings, however, were unheeded, and Lbeir authors ridiculed 
as alarmists. The mere fact that the settlement aroused 
discontent does not indeed prove that the principles upon 
which it was based were false. But perhaps its authors would 
have succeeded bettor if they had reflected that the proprietary 
right was not the only right connected with tha soil, and. 
while taking core to provide valid guarantees for the immunity 
of the village proprietors from extortion, had recognised the 
existing rights of the Talookdars to contract lor the collection 
of the revenue. 

Another cIbbs, known as the holders of rent-free tenures, 
Resoiuptlvn, escaped the grasp of the settlement officers only to fall 
under an investigation ns searching os theirs. These tenures 
relies of the days of native ad ministration, were of various 
origins, and many of them had been fraudulently acquired, 
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while others, bating been granted for services which hod 
long ceased to he performed, had become mere since ores, 

If the English Government had had the inclination or the 
leisure to examine them when it hod first established its rule, 
many of them would of course have been abolished: but un¬ 
fortunately action had been so long delayed that the holders 
bad learned to regard their lands as secured to tlit-ir families 
for ever. The new school of officials, however, was indignant 
at the thought that so much land-revenue was lost to th-j 
and squandered by an unprofitable class. The holders 
were accordingly called upon to prove the original validity of 
their titles. Many of them asserted with truth that they had 
acquired their estates honestly, but could produce no docu¬ 
ments in support of their word.* Whatever opinions may be 
held as to the justice or the policy of this wholesale Resump¬ 
tion, it is certain that it awoke serious discontent and even 
disaffection. 

Much bitter feeling was also aroused by the operation of The Kale Law. 
the Sale Law, under which the estates of numerous landed 
proprietors were yearly put up to sale in satisfaction, of debts, 
and bought generally by rich speculators or native Govern¬ 
ment officials. This particular grievance was one of long 
standing. The new-comers never could succeed in gaining 
the slightest hold upon the feelings of their tenants* who 
persisted in regarding their former landlords with tin abated 
affection, and would at any moment have been ready, if called 
upon, to take down their spears and matchlocks, and help 
them to win back what they had lost. 

It would he unjust, however, to hold Rent!nek specially Th« atreng 
responsible for the evil results of measures which ho did not 
originate j and, as his dealings with native states have bueu siioiinli- 
sevcrely criticised in these pages, it is a duty to do honour to 
the strong side of his a&minietrailou. No Governor-General 
of India, no ruler known to history, overlaboured for the good 
of his people with a more single-minded devotion than he. 

Amoog Lis reforms the best known is the abolition of the 
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atrocious rite of suttee,* which only a man nf tbe highest moral 
courage would have dared to carry out ngninst the of 

religions prejudice which it stirred up. But be made his good 
influence felt in every department of civil government. It was 
be who gave the first great impetus to the material progress of 
the counLrv. Thus it was that he won the unique place which 
be holda in the history of British India; for the evil which he 
had unwittingly done has perished, but the good will remain 
and fructify for nil time. 

With the accession of Lord Auckland, Ben duck's successor, 
began a new era in Anglo-Indian history, in which the long' 
sown seeds ^f fresh political complications, which even now 
seem as far from solution as ever, began to put forth Fruit. 
All danger from French ambition bad passed away* but 
Russian intrigue wag busy against ns. We had brought the 
danger on ourselves. False to an alliance with Persia, which 
dated from the beginning of the century, wc had turned a deaf 
ear to her entreaties for help against Russian aggression, and 
had allowed her tq fall under the power of her tyrant, who 
thenceforth used her as an instrument of his ambition. The 
result of our selfish indifference appeared in 1037, when 
Persia^ acting under Russian influence, laid siege to Herat, 
which was then under Afghan rule. While Herat was still 
holding out, the Shah was at last threatened with war, and 
reused the siege. Then was the time for Auckland to 
destroy the Russian danger once for all by making a friend of 
the power which seemed to be the natural harrier against inva* 
si on from the north-west. After a long series of revolutions, 
Dost Mahomed, the representative of the now famous tribe 
of Baruckzyes, had established himself upon the throne, with 
the warm approval of the majority of the people ; while Shah 
Sooja, tho leader of the rival Suddozycs, was an exile. The 
ruling prince did not wait for Auckland to seek Lis friendship. 
He treated the Russian advances with contempt, and desired 
nothing better than to he an ally of the English. Auckland 
was urged to seize the opportunity. It was in Iris power to deal 
Russia a crushing blow, and to avert those troubles which 
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aye even now harassing British statesmen- He did ndt let 
stip the opportunity. He flung it from him, nod clutched at 
n policy that was to briug misery to thousands of families in 
England, in India, and in Afghanistan, and to prove 
disastrous to the political interests of all three oouutries. 

H<nv did ho justify his policy ? He asserted that it wu 
his duty to provide against future troubles iu Afghanistan, 
for he could point to no existing ones; and he attempted to 
do this by dethroning a prince who had shown him nothing 
but good will, and by raising up in his stead the rival whom 
the bulk of the population detested. For a time all appeared 
to go well; nod the English were Inlled into a fatal security. 

Solong as the chiefs and the mountain tribes were propitiated 
by British subsidies, the British army which remained at 
Gabu] to protect Shah Sooja against his own subjects was in 
no danger. But, when economy necessitated the withdrawal 
of the amhaidics, the factitious attachment of the people to our 
rule died away. There is no need to dwell upon the tragedies 
of 1841 and 1842, Those who are least interested in Indian 
history are not likely to forget how the Afghan mob murdered 
the British Envoy and his associates ; how the British com¬ 
mander, putting faith in the chiefs of a people whom no 
treaties can bind, began that retreat from which bui one man 
escaped to tell how sixteen thousand had perished; how poor 
Auckland, unmanned by the disaster, lacked the entrey to 
retrieve it; how the heroic Sale held out at Jellftlahnd till 
Bollock relieved bim ; how Auckland's successor. Lord Ellen- 
borough, dreading fresh disasters, hesitated to allow his 
generals to act till, yielding to their indignant zeal, be threw 
upon them ike responsibility of that advance to Cabul which lit- 
retrieved the lost prestige of our arms. Thus closed the first 
act of a still unfinished drama. 

After celebrating the triumph of the victorious army, Cw j™> 
Ellenborungh sent Charles Xapier to punish the Ameers of 
Scinde, who, emboldened by the retreat from t ub ill, had 
violated a treaty which they bad concluded with the British 
Government. The result of Bib war was the annexation of l® 43 ' 
the cunntrv : but the whole series of transactiona is only 
remembered now 1 as having given rise to the disputo on the 
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{jutsitioTj of the guilt of llie Anieecg between Napier and 
lame,a Oat-ram. 

hswcgh'# * jes3 ^^ed 3t the time, hut historically more important 
d«aUEw* with was Ellenboroughs reconstitution of the British relations 
with the Studio of the day. Political disturbances had for 
some time agitated that prince's court, while bis unuy bad 
swolko to a dangerous size, and, like the Sikh army since 
Bunjeet Singh s death, which had taken place a few Tears 
before, hail passed beyond the control of the civil power. Ip 
these two outlies ElIenhorDogh saw o danger which might 
disturb the pence of Hindustan, He foresaw that the Sikh 
soldiers, released from the stern discipline of Rnnject Singh, 
would soon force a government which they despised to kt 
them cross the Sutlej in quest of plunder. Two years Inter 
his character ns a prophet woa vindicated ; and, if he had not 
now, in anticipation of the invasion which thoa took place, 
disbanded, the greater part of Stadia's army, and over-awed 
the remainder by a native contingent under tho command of 
British officers, the Sikhs would probably Lave joked their 
forces with the MaWtas. It ia impossible to estimate the 
magnitude of tho danger which would then have threatened 
our power; sad, when Ellen borough heard of the unexpected 
resistance which the Sikhs had opposed to Isis successor he 
nmy well have thought that he had helped to secure the 
emptre against the advent of a great crisis. But lie Directors 
took a different view of their Governor-General's conduct of 
Hb, ™«J1 affairs. In June. 1844. all India was astonished by the news 
that Ell ell borough had been recalled. He had helped to bring 
about his own downhill, for in the controversy with his 
masters id which he, like some of the ablest of hix prede¬ 
cessors, had found himself involved, he had shown an unfor¬ 
tunate want of discretion : but, though by bombastic erode- 
tuations and a theatrical lave of display ho Lad same times 
exposed himself to ridicule, many of his subordinates felt that 
in him they had lost a vigorous and able ruler. 

Sir Henry Hardings, whu was raised to the peerage before 
the close of his administration, Euooecded to the office of 
Governor-General, and waited anxiously for the breaking of 
) tite sto ™ which bis predecessor had seen gathering. The 
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Sikhs, the Puri Lull 3 of India* who wre not aLrioLly speaking a 
nation* but a religious brotherhood of warriors called the 
Ehalsfl. were ftjumated by iwo passions equally dangerous to 
the peace of those around them, a fierce CDihusiaiani, half 
military, half religious, for the glory of their order, find an 
insatiable desire for plunder* By giving them foil scope lot 
the indulgence of these passions, and by punishing all dfe- 
obedience with merciless severity, Runjeet Singh had governed 
his turbnloDt subjects for forty years: but, when he died, they 
broke loose from all control; and the weak Govenuneut of 
Lahore found that they eo aid only save their own capital from 
being plundered by the Kbalsa army by sending it to seek 
plunder in British territory. Thus began the first Sikh war. 
The British soldiers who marched to defend the line of the 
Sntiej found to their astonishment that the Sikhs were as 
formidable enemies os the Goorkobs ; and they had already 
fought three desperate battles when the dearly boughs victory 
of Sohraon decided ihe war in their favour. 

Hard! ago was not a weak ruler: hrn he Inched the foresight 
which gave additional value to ^ tdJesley & decision in the use 
of victory. Though many of the Sikh magnates declared that 
nothing fess than Lite annexation of the Puujanb would deter 
the Khalsn army from striking another blow for supremacy, 
lie resolved to give- the people a chance of settling down 
quietly under their native rulers.* He received one sinphatic 
warning against the Li u so u ndness of this policy ; for, when he 
was about lo withdraw the British army from the Paujauli, tho 
Lahore Government assured him that such a measure would 
he the signal for the rise of the Khnhft against themselves. 
At last he compromised the matter by consenting that Henry 
I jawFtiliCQ, as. British Resident, should have the guidance of 
the native Council of Regency to which the administration 
was to bo committed. Many of the ‘Hikh scldiers were dis- 
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batidcd : there were but few outward signs of discontent; end, 
in 1848, Hardings banded over the government to Lord 
Dolbousie witli the cheering thought that he had bestowed 
upon India the blessing of a lasting peace. 

Tbc peace lasted just throe months after his departure. 
Surrounded by a staff of officers who all trusted in their chief, 
who have all left their mart upon Indian history, and of 
whom more than one will find mention in the story of the 
Mutiny, Henry Lawrence bad laboured on at the reform of 
the Punjaub administration, but had never deluded himself 
into the belief that English rule, however beneficent, would 
be acceptable tu a proud and only half-subdued nation. Rut, 
in die midst of his labours, be had been forced to return to 
England for his health; and the insurrection for which he had 
been prepared broke out under his successor. Its first aspect 
was that of a mere local disturbance. Moolraj, the native 
viceroy of Hooltnn, had long evaded payment of a succession 
dntv which the Lahore Government bad demanded from him 
before the outbreak of the first Sikh war. Finding, however, 
that the British Resident would not hear of the delay to which 
the impotent luihorc Durbar* hod submitted, he petulautly 
resigned his post: the British officers who euim to install bis 
successor were murdered; and be instantly adopted the deed 
ns bis own, and called upon tbe people of all creeds to rise 
against the British. It soon became clear that this was no 
isolated net of treachery. Tbe Khalaa sympathised with 
Moolraj, Moreover, his crime was not punished with Lhftt 
promptitude which could alone Lava overawed the disaffected 
nation ; for Lord Gough, the Commander-in-chief, feared to 
expose hia army to the effects of a summer campaign. But 
the inaction of the Commander-in-chief was put to shame by 
the vigour of a subaltern. Ou his own responsibility, Herbert 
Edwardes, a young lieutenant of infantry, marched against 
Moolraj, defeated him, end farted him to retire behind the 
walls of Mooltan. This act of resolution, however, was not 
us successful as it deserved to be. Mooltan was ohatinately 
defended again id the reinforcements which were sent to eo- 
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operate with Edwm-tles. Then Dalhousio ordered the general 
[uWaiico of the Rritiah troops which he had postponed in 
delcranee to Goughs judgment. The omel kindness of 
Hardings hud brought the miseries of a second conquest upon 
the Khatsa. His snoceBSor resolved that the work should now 
bo dona once for all. 

It was so done, bat at a heavy cost. There are men still 
imng who remember the fierce burst of indignation which 
sent oat Charles Napier to avenge iho terrible slaughter of 
CLillianwalab. But, before Napier could arrive, Gough had 
atoned for the errors of bis doubtful victory by the decisive 
battle of Goo jam. Dalbousie turned hk conquest to account 
by bringing the Puoj an bunder British dominion. It wits the ^ 
one stop in his remorseless career of annexation that needed .Animation oi 
no apology. One interruption alone marred the smoothness th - p '^ anb ’ 
of the admini^trstive progress which made the Putijaiib the 

model province of the Empire. 

Da Iho Libia began by enlxoMing the Government to ft Board 
of three, Henry Lawrence John Lawrence, and Charles Pms ]mh. 
Mmisel, wliu was eucpeeded, in 1850, by Robert Montgomery. 

The rapidity with which tbs province advanced towards civil¬ 
isation justified the partiality with which DoJJiousie always 
regarded it. Under a picked body of administrators who 
threw their whole heart into their work, and lived in camp 
for eight month of the year with their rents open to the 
humblest petitioners* the press lire of the tuxes which Kun 
jeot Singh had imposed was lightened; the people were 
forced to give up their nr ms, and to live poacenbly with each 
other * ; a strong and trustworthy police furee was; organised * 
ducoiLvt wits almost entirely stumped out ; a system of o ntuin nl 
law suitable to thi j character ol the people was devised * 
slavery, infanticide,, and the couutlcss evils of a barbarous 
rule were suppressed ; canals, Lridges, and it network of great 
roads were constructed i and new regiments were organised ior 
the p ru lection u f the go untry against the 1 aw less LilL tri hes. 1t 

* ” Tho TrjLH5-In-3u j nail Ha^ani pnpuladon ’mm «™.ptafi - , . inn bimkU 
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«as becftusa the Sikhs, as a conquered people, were prop lined to 
Euwept the measures of their conquerors with flubiuission, while 
the simplicity of Runjeet Singh’s despotism, undueu inhered. by 
the mass of forms which Lhworted the benevolent efTorLs of 
English officials in other provinces,, had loft the ground dear 
for the erection of an entirely new fabric of government, that 
the success of our rule in the JPunjaub was bo swift, and so 
complete. 

But there was not nnunimlty in the compels of the famous 
trio who com pmed the Board. Henry Lawrence, always u 
friend of the fcllcia, caused dissatisfaction to the Governor- 
General by the pertinacity with which he fought the buttles of 
the Sikh Sirdars, the arislocmey of the Puujaub* whose pa*t 
nn faithfulness he was unwilling to punish too severely. 
D&lhousie finally resolved to give John Lawrence, whose 
views harmonised with his own, the undivided oouLrol of the 
province. But there is no doubt that the character of Johns 
ailiiiiiii-Htration was modified by Henry's counsels; and, when 
old Pnujiiiheas talk of the glorious history of their province 
in 1££>7, they love to dwell upon the fact that it was H^nry 
who, hy his noble character and unresting energy, bequeathed 
to thair administration rise spirit to which that history was 
partly due. 

Lrjpi Dui- The acquisition of the Pnnjaub,, like almost every accession 

^inelltion ^ territory which the empire had hitherto received, had been 
policy-. the result of conquest forced upon a reluctant Government, 

But Dalhousie's other acquisitions were for Oi \i most part of 
at different kind, and excited in his own time and after his 
death controversies more violent than those which had been 
excited by the acta of any Governor-General except Warren 
Hastings. The passions, howojw, which funned these con¬ 
troversies into flume are now well-nigh extinct: the direction 
in which opinion is setting is dearly defined : the evidence 
upon which a final judgment may ba Lusad is ample end opeu 
to every enquirer; anil the time has therefore come when such 
a judgment may bo confidently pronounced. Like Beutinck, 
Ihfihou&ie belonged to the echoed of modem Liberalism: but, 
while the milder political creed of the former hade him main¬ 
tain the right of all dependent native states to govern them- 
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selves ovon to their own destruction* the ardent proselytism of 
the I fit ter would have brought the same states under the 
uniform sway of a paternal government. There is not indeed 
anv reason in suppose that Balheusm sot out for India with 
die resolve of entering upon a career of annexation: but, as 
opportunities for annexation arose which be regarded us 
lawful, he believed that he would bo wanting in his duty to Ids 
country and to the people of Indiu T if ho failed to take slI~ 
vantage of them. It then baoame the aim of bis policy to 
consolidate the Anglo-Indian Umpire by the absorption of 
the native states that interrupted its continuity; to eradicate 
every remnant of native barbarism which he could reach; end 
upon the ground thus cleared to erect a brand new fabric uf 
Western civilisation. “ I take this fitting occasicm/' he wrote, 
in a minute on the famous Sntara question, ff of recording my 
strung and deliberate opinion* that* in the exorcise of a wise 
and sound policy, the British Government is bound not to 
put aside or neglect such rightful opportunities of acquiring 
territory or revenue as may from time to time present them- 
selves; whether they arise from the lapse of subordinate states 
by the failure of ah bars of every description whatsoever, nr 
from the failure of heirs natural, whore the succession can be 
sustained only by the sanction of the Government being given 
to the ceremony of adaption according to Hindoo law. Ibe 
Government is bn nod in duty, us well as policy, to set on 
every such occasion with the purest integrity, and in the most 
scrupulous observance of good faith* Whenever a shadow of 
doubt can be shown, the claim should at once he abandoned* 
Bat, where the right to territory by lapse is clear* the Govern¬ 
ment is bound to take that which is justly and legally its due, 
and to extend to that territory the benefits uf our sovereignty, 
present and prospective. In Lika manner, while I would nut 
seek to lay dawn any inflexible rule with respect to adoption:, 
I hold that, on all occasions, where heirs natural shall fail, the 
territory should bo made to lapse, and adaption ebon hi not he 
permitted, excepting in those cases in which some strong 
political reason mnv render it expedient to depart from this 
general rule." 

The prim?ipies of adoption and of lapse* to whi^h he hen 
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refers,. require s brief explanation* No articl' 1 in the Hindoo 
creed is held more tenaciously than that winch teaches that a 
man cun only escape punishment hereafter by leaving a son 
to offer sacrifice to tiis soul. The chi hi Less mud chef afore 
naturally cherished the right of adopting ft son who would 
perform for him this sacred duty. But the custom of adoption 
had a political side as well* Childless princes adopted sons 
with the view not only of securing salvation, but of 
perpetuating their dynasties* No on* could interfere with 
the right of a son so adopted to inherit his father's private 
property, or to perform for him the duties of religion . But it 
hud always been clearly understood, and was admitted even by 
the most zealous supporters of the rights of native dynasties, 
that he could not sue coed to the principality without the 
sanction of the Paramount Power. The rulers who preceded 
Balhousie bad generally been ready in grant their aauctinn : 
but in more than one iiif-umoB they hud for special reasons 
withheld it; and in consequence certain minor principalities 
liad lapsed to the British Government It was by the esieruisc 
of this right of laps# that Dal housic annexed Sulnra* Nagpnre, 
Jbnsisit and several minor principalities He did not oroate 
the right: he simply exercised it on n scale of unprecedented 
magnitude, because be believed it to he valuable, tmd 
possessed the rare courage that dares to put’ll an opiaiion io 
its logical conclusion* 

It remains to he considered whether his opinion was right. 
In his despatches be expended much eloquence nud argument 
to show that his proceedings were technically justifiabh-; and 
there can be no doubt that iie proved his point. But the 
verdict of history on great pulitimil questions ds&brs from legal 
verdicts In that it is not affected by technicalities. If 
X^ulhuuaie's annexations injured the interests of the pcopb of 
the annexed states and of the British Government* it is useless 
to argue that they were technically valid. If, on the other 
band* they promoted those interests* they Fire independent of 
justification based upon technical grounds. Had they Ijbcu 
technically invalid, swell in validity would only require nuliee 
if It bad given offence to native critics. The only questions 
hen that, cal] for discussion are these : did the annexations 
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promote the interests of the British Cr&ienmieTit anJ^£(ttio 
people of the ttimesed states, ein ri did they produce ft distuwi*' 
ing effect upon pittite opinion ? These questions may ho 
f Ft & a 1 v (sud C'nrtJiinlf answered. The annexations coo solid uted 
the empire s siren gthened its military communications* Rod 
added to its material resources. Moreover, do welMniormed 
man ran doubt that, although they gave great offence to royal 
families and courtiers, they conferred lusting benefits upon 
millions of people a laign proportion of whom bad suffered 
gitovouslv from native misgovernment. Tint it is not less 
cEfttLin that they aroused a feeling of nnBusiness among many 
of ihoBO natives who were capable of observation and reflection* 

Buck ft result, however,, was unavoidable, and fnmiuked no 
argument against Dalhonaiea policy. Just els u child often 
cannot understand rhu motives of those who arc responsible 
for his education, so the natives could not understand the 
motives that dictated the policy of annexation* The unswerv¬ 
ing regularity with which it was carried out, the absence of 
that pro vocation on their part* whsch had seemed to justifv 
the annexations of former rulers, created in the mindaof many 
of them an impression that the British Government was aban¬ 
doning those principles of good faith which had raised it 
above earlier conquerors, and entering upon a new career oi 
unscrupulous aggrandisement.* 

Two other annexations remain to be recorded. The sue- l oi 
ceasor of Amherst had tried hard to preserve friendly relations 
with the Burmese Court, hnt in vain ; andj in 194Gj the 
obstinate insolence of the Burmese King drove Auckland to 
give up the attempt to maintain ft British Resident at his 
capital. Though, however repeated acts of petty tyranny to 
Europeans would have justifled retribution, nu further Rction 
was token till after Harding+f s departure; for the costliness 


* 5?i> U. T«np3e r s J/r i. and Err ul* of wj Time in htditi, pp. li>7, 1M, 1ll P 
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of the first Brnmesm war and the doa dliiresa of the Burmese 
climate liftd not been forgotten* At lust Balhoueie Alt him- 
self obliged to vindicate British honour, and d after a rapid 
conquest, annexed Pegu- 

The annexation of Qude, tbe crowning act of DaUwrattiei 
administration., differed widely, in regard to the motives winch 
dictated it and the manner in which it was carried out, from 
the annexations that have already been mentioned. The 
reader may remetnliLt that Wellesley had prophesied that 
tho Company’s Government would sooner or later find itself 
obliged to assume the administration of that unhappy country. 
Since his time one ruler after another had mourned over its 
wrongs, but had shrunk from taking the one dedsiva step that 
would have redressed them, Eemonstrancea and warnings 
had been tried in vain. But* when Colonel Bleemun, the 
British Resident at Lucknow, after making u tour of inspec¬ 
tion through the kingdom, reported the results of his obsi rva- 
tious, such a mass of wickedness was brought to light that a 
humane ruler could no longer shrink from fell filling the threats 
which weaker men had been can Lent to repent in vain. Nature 
bad intended Qudc to be the garden of India: but its rulers 
were fast turning it into a desert. If the king luui been a 
despot, he might at least have controlled Lis barons, and kept 
the right of plundering in his own hands : hut his selfish 
indifference was worse than any tyranny. No regular Govern¬ 
ment existed* The one road to distinction was bribery. The 
defenceless peasants were everywhere preyed upon by the 
nobles who desired the means of eorrnptioii. the revemie- 
fiollectors who ward eager to grow rich, and the soldiers who 
m-re lain to supplement their scanty wages, No pen could 
faithfully describe the sins of the oppressors or the miseries 
of the oppressed and, if the picture sou Id bo pointed, no 
humane man would suffer himself to look upon it* For the 
worst of Homan proconsuls would have blushed at tbo 
iniquities wrought by the Lalookdors of Glide. 

The one remedy for such wrongs m those was for the 
British Government to assume the administration of the 
country; and T if the determination to do this had needed 
further justification, it would have been supplied by the 
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unanimity with which Sleoman and Henry Ijirwrence, the 
sympathetic champions of the rights of native rulers, pleaded 
for the measure, Dalhotoae knew as well as any man that 
interference was called for; and, if he had shrunk from noting 
upon his knowledge, the admonitions uf the Home Govern¬ 
ment would have forced him to he tip and doing. But he also 
knew that the Government of India was iu great part respon- 
fiihle fur the evils which its feebleness had for mare than fifty 
years suffered to accumulate : he remembered that the princes 
of Onde had always been faithful allies of his countrymen ; 
nnd it is probable that these cttimidcraunna so far unnerved 
him that he was unwilling to act with the inexorable resolu¬ 
tion which hod characterised his dealings with other native 
states. The course that he personally wished to adept was, 
not to annex the country, not even to insist upon assuming 
the administration, but, declaring that the treaty of ISO! * 
Lad been rendered null and void by the failure of the 
Government uf Oudc to fulfil its condidone, to withdraw the 
British troops by whoso support the king was alone main¬ 
tained upon his throne, and thus reduce him to the necessity 
of accepting a new treaty. But the English Cabinet, lLd 
B oard of Control, and the Court of DifeoUun, like almost 
every Anglo-Indian statesman whose opinion carried weight, 
felt that such a delicate mode of proceeding was uncalled for; 
and Dnlbousie was accordingly authorised “ to assume 
authoritatively the powers necessary for good government 
throughout the country-" He loyally accepted the issue. " I 
resolved," ho wrote, “to forego my own preferences, and, in 
dealing with Oudo, to adopt the mors peremptory course 
which had been advocated by my collcogues, and which was 
manifestly mote acceptable to the Honourable Company. 
Accordingly, on the 4th of February, 18-1B, Colonel James 
Outran), llie British Resident at Lucknow, presented a new 
treaty to the king, at the some time courteously warning 
him that, unless be accepted it, Lbe royal title and the ample 
revenue, which the British Government was ready to 
guarantee to himself and his heirs, would be forfeited* 
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Bursting into tears, Lhu king declared that the British had 
routed him of his rdl T und that it wus useless for him to sign 
the treaty. Ou train exhausted every argument to iudncc 
him to change Iris mind* hut in vain. Three days afterwards 
therefore it wna prodaimed “ that the government of Lite 
territories of Glide is henceforth vested rad naively and for 
ever in the Honourable East India Company." 

It remains to he teen what lines were to be laid down for 
the administration of the new province, Sleeman and Henry 
Lawrence had earnestly reenmmelided that the revenues 
should be exclusively appropriated to the benefit of the 
people and of the royal family. If IMhouaie had taken this 
adricCt he would have given to the natives of India a con¬ 
vincing proof that hi a policy had been inspired* not hy any 
thirst for aggrandisement, but by a single-minded devotion to 
their welfare and might have repelled the imputation of had 
faith which hie past annexations had brought upon 3unx But 
he decided that the British Government might fairly recom¬ 
pense imall tor the labour which u wna voluntarily under- 
taking nn behalf of an oppressed people. It was inevitable 
that the natives should put the nmsE, Invidious interpretation 
upon Jus decision, and assume that, endeavouring Co disguise 
his rapacity hy a hypocritical profession of heEievolence g he 
had aimp-ly clutched at an opportunity for extending the 
territory, and swelling the i avenue of [he British empire. 

If, however, Balhousie erred in rejecting the counsel of 
Bh-eman and, of Lawrence, the instructions which he laid down 
for the guidance of the aifieera who were intrusted with the 
administration of Onde were conceived in the purest spirit of 
humanity. The great object was to grant redress to the actual 
occupants of the soil* whom the taluokdars had in many cases 
fraudulently or violently deprived of their rights, It was 
ordered therefore that a summary settlement of the land 
revenue should be formed with the occupants. This settle¬ 
ment, however, was to hist for three years only, after winch it 
was to be superseded hy a permanent arrangement based upon 
a detailed investigation of die claims of itll parties.* ILow 
* Jueksoti, pp. !3C. I3t^ 1+0, 144-7 
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these instructions were followed will be 4 =een in a iater 
chapter. 

The dangerous results which have been spoken of as Ennas 

Sowing from the Settlement of Lho North-Western Provinces ll,1Iltl! '.- 

Eknd the Sale Law were in fall current In Dolhausufs time : 
but, what over .judgment may be pronounce d open those 
measures. he was not responsible fur them. At the ^lujiu time 
it mast be mentioned that an Act was passed in the fifth year 
of his rule, which directed what was known as the Enans 
Commission to enquire Into the rilled of landowners. More 
than twenty thousand estales were confiscated hv the commis¬ 
sioners in the live years preceding the Mutiny ■ and In die 
Son them Mfihratta country especially its decisions added 
seriously to ike sum of agrarian discontent. 

The famous case of the Nana Sahib deserves a short notice. Ci. . ite 

When the OL-Peblrwa died, the son whom be had adopted, K “ 1J1 '" ll1 "' 
that Nana Sahib who, a few years later, was ia win for himself 1 ^ Ll - 
an imperishable infamy, demanded, as his right, that his 
father's pension shoo Id he continued to him. His claim was 
rejected. The rejection was based upon the terms of the 
original Agreement with the Peisbwa ; and to pronounce an 
ct past facto condemnation on its justice or its policy on the 
ground that ibo individual who suffered from It wreaked a base 
re range upon the power which had disappointed him would 
be preposterous* 

Mean while h Dalbounie was carrying out another set of UaUnrotoBB 
measures which, though they reflected the greatest credit upon 
his administration, and were productive of immense benefit to 
the country T awakened distrust among the aristocracy of 
religion. The Hindoo priesthood had ever been the sole 
depositaries not only of sacred, but also of secular instruction. 

The recent introduction of the literature and science of 
Europe into India had done little 10 shake the blind trust 
of the masses in Bruliuiiii infallibility. The outworks of the 
stronghold of superstition were indeed shaken when the clever 
young students who hud studied lahnkespeare t and Bacon, and 
Newton at the Government Colleges grow up tu manhood. 
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mii communicated their knowledge to their families, But, 
when the ignorant natives saw trains rushing prist at twice 
the speed of the swiftest Mahrntta horsemen, on the mils 
which Halh nuaie had laid down, and [earned that messages 
con Id be transmitted instantaneously from end to end of the 
empire, along those lines of wire which they gassed at with 
wondering awe, it was felt that the stronghold usel! wjis in 
danger. The movement for the education of native women, 
Lhe contemplated law for permitting Hindoo widows to marry 
again, the inexorable suppression of the barbarous usages 
which scandalised Dalhouae were supported by a few in tel II - 
gunt natives* but gave deep offence to the Hindoo l'nudity the 
Mahometan Moalvies, and the orthodox millions who still 
venerated their teaching.* There was no outward sign of 
discontent to offend the edf-sstiafaction with which this strong, 
austere, laborious man, surveyed his work upon the eve of his 
departure* Every whore there was a grunt calm. But it was 
the calm that precedes a storm* 


ROTICW Df 

thr- 

nf tbfi flrsl 
rflutury of 
El t ii2= Ll ntlc- 


Let ns pause for a moment to review the effects of a century 
of British rule. Few Englishmen care to learn how a Inmdi'ul 
of their countrymen established that rule* uni steadily 
widened the sphere of its operation * for they do not know 
that they are refuting to look upon n unique historical 
drama, full of picturesque incident, and diversified by the 
con Hint of characters of whom some would have been strange 
to Shakespeare's imagination—“gorgeous potentates. Intriguing 
courtiers, subtle diplomatists, ambitious queens Latching plots 
in the recesses of their polices, clan-chieftains founding 
empires, daring upstarts forcing their way by craft and 
violence to the command of armies and the conquest of king- 
doms t cunning priests inspiring awe alike in king and noble, 
soldier and statesman, zemindar and ryot,* merchant and 
artisan; while suddenly the strong figure of the White Man 
appears in Lhe midst, dominates all, evolves order out of chaos, 


* Arnold, «3. J3, p. 241? EtMcehhs taken Iwfisrv the Court appe-Ented fat il.^ 
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bids the contending rulers bmh their quarrels, and holds 
out hope to the Buffering millions. But, though each succes¬ 
sive page of the drama contains fresh revelations of the 
dauntless courage, the adventurous generalship* the far- seeing 
statesmanship of the Englishman, it would have only a tragic 
interest,if it did not bear witness also to hie righteousness of 
purpose. It had been with this purpose before him that he 
had given order, pence,, and justice to the country which he 
had round a scene uf anarchy, intestine war, and injustice ; 
that he had disabled the monster, Famine, and looked forward 
to destroying it; that he had reclaimed vast tracts from the 
ravages of wild beasts, repressed crime, stimulated industry, 
and developed commerce. Yet his rule bed been no un mixed 
bencht + Sometimes the very energy of his benevolence had 
intensified the evil which his ignorance had wrought* At 
other times the faults of bis character bad led him astray. 
An eminent Frenchman has characterised his government ns 
“just* but not amiable."’ That terse criticism exposes its 
weak side. While the ruler had laboured for the material 
wo IS-being of his subjects, be had too often failed to reach 
their hearts ; and, in his calm sense uf superiority, he had 
forgotten that Ins intrusive reforms might not always he 
appreciated. It was not that the natives resented the 
thoroughness with which be exemplified the maxim, tf Every¬ 
thing for the people, nothing by the people.” Before the 
Mutiny, Asiatics conld not. understand what the rights of the 
people meant. They had no thought of self-government 
then, though the idea Las since begun to dawn upon them, 
and perhaps* at some distant day, our training may fit them 
to realise it. They were accustomed to depend for their hap¬ 
piness upon the favour of Lh^ir rulers? and they could 
appreciate tho bonefits of a strong and just rule. They might 
hnast idly of their own superiority; but they were persuadod 
in their inmost hearts that the Europeans were their superiors* 
It was only necessary for the rnttsLer-racc openly to assert its 
supremacy, to manifest the singb-iTUTicfed benevolence or its 
intentions; and it would have secured ft willing obedience. 
But unhappily, while it bad sometimes shrunk from avowing 
and righteously exorcising the supremacy which it in fact 
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possessed, it had too often provoked on unmerited distrust of 
its benevolence. Its land legislation hid, as bus been pointed 
out, roused the ill-will of a class whom it was important to 
conciliate, and who complained that, having made use of 
their influence over the lower classes to conquer the country, 
it no longer cared ld treat them with common civil jty. It 
had heedlessly thrown a host of native officials out of employ¬ 
ment by filling np their places, after each new conquest,- with 
men of its own choice. By occasional acts of indiscretion, it 
bad shaken the old confidence in its tolerance. It had once 
been hailed by the victims of tyrannical princes as their 
deliverer, But a new generation bad arisen who felt no 
gratitude for the deliverance of their fathers from n tyranny 
which they had never suffered, and who, moreover, saw in 
the traditional deliverers actual conquerors. 

The reader who wishes to understand the feelings with 
which the rulers of India were regarded by the natives, must 
bear in initid first of all. that the latter were marked off bv 
boundaries of race, religion, government, or status into 
numerous groups, the- respective characteristics of which were 
quite as dissimilar as those which distinguish the several 
peoples of Europe. He will perceive therefore that it is im¬ 
possible to describe their feelings by any comprehensive 
generalisation. To present as truthful n description as the 
available evidence will admit of, it will bo neecssarv to 
approach the subject from different points of view. 

It is certain that, with the exception of those who bad been 
affected by the agitating influences which have lately been 
mentioned, the Hindoos were not antagonistic to the English 
on the score of religion. So long as they had no fear lest 
their own religion would he interfered with, they would be too 
apathetic to harbour any enmity against Christianity. Of the 
Mahometans, on die other hand, some did no doubt bitterly 
rownt the deprivation of the political supremacy which their 
fathers had enjoyed, and longed to pull down the aliens who 
Lad Mined that supremacy, and to destroy them as enemies of 
Islam. But that these feelings were very far from being 
general is proved by the records of the Mutiny, The hulk 
- of mankind are not logical in their daily practice; anti with 
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many of the Mahometans the dictates of a proselytising 
religion were set aside by motives of stilf-iotorast, of honour, 
or of res poet for strong and wisely exercised authority, 
motives which made them, if not loyal, at least submissive to 
British rule.* 

Potting aside the question of religion, wa may conclude 
flint the mercantile and shop-heaping classes, all, in fact, who 
knew that their position end prosperity were staked upon tha 
continuance of orderly rale. and would bo liable to ruin 
amid the anarchy which would bo sure to follow upon its sub- 
vrrsion T were steady, if not loyal supporters of the Govern-, 
rnent. and were prepared to remain so just so long as it silked 
their convenience, in other words, su lung its the Governl^eut 
woe able to keep th- upper band, and protect them in the 
enjoyment of their gains, lu some parts of the country, such 
a£ the Punjaubj Eujpoolflm, and Coorg, the people generally, 
with ttie exception of the criminal classes, were thoroughly 
aware that tbuy Lad protated by BriLisl'a ru 1 0 F and wo 11 Id he 
likely to lose by its subversion. The countless niiilious who 
lived by tilling the soil were for the most part ignorant of Lb a 
meaning of the word loyalty: they did not in the least care 
what government might be in power, so lung as it protected 
them, and did not tax them too heavily. Bat, though they 
bad only the haziest notions about flic British Government, 
yet in some parts of the country, and especially in Bengal, 
they hud suffered so much from the cruelty and venality of fclio 
police, and of the harpies who infested the British court# of 
justice, that they were ill disposed towards it. 1 0 cap utile of 
underst.ntiding and allowing for the dilHeoltLea which impeded 
it# well-meant efforts, they regarded it as responsible for the 
hardships which they endured. 

The feelings of that large and iulluentsal class who had 
lost their land# in consequence of British legislation kuve 

* In & fiampliLj't eurtitEod An Ammnt of iAc Leyai J/ciAtirwcflimi i'n India 
(I'M n.) tiySynd Ahmed Klein, the object of which tu to rthnw ibst ru Icurnskl 
□r r-Mp^otitok* Mahometans took part m the Mutiny, it \s stated that mjmy of 
tbnfl& yhu -rulli-il ihcniPL'lvea M^alricr in I&JtT Lind Ifi&fl Jmpo-Rtor* r that 
CbriKteieLH the only mxi n|soa ^urtb with wh am Mikola atm* may bit* iti 
CtUmjcIh blipt uml Uml F wTirn n Mahometan ^nj-oyn prtitcetkn smdor llic rut# tit 
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already been described* There were many nativem who still 
regarded the King of Delhi ns their lawful sofemgti* and 
others who, while admitting the d# facto supremacy of the 
British Government* were not, strictly ape raking! its subjects, 
and would at any time have followed the lead of thei r immediate 
superiors in opposing it.. There were numerous rajahs and 
petty chiefs, who, without having any snbstanrinl grievances 
to brood over* were always fretting against the restraints of a 
Government which, even though it might have treated them 
with forbearance and generosity s would not allow them to 
gratify their martial passion*, and the mere existonoa of which 
was always reminding them of the humiliating fact that they 
belonged to a conquered people* Roaming over the hills, 
and through the vast forests and junglos of the country, were 
myriads of savages, who seldom thought about the British 
Government, but who H if they ever heard that it was driven to 
bay, would be Likely to think how they might fatten upon its 
mis for tunes. Again, there was another large c Ins-3, the 
Goojnrs or hereditary thieves of India, who, though they had 
been for fifty years restrained by the curb of a civi being 
power, were still straining to plunge back into the violent 
delights of no. Ishinaclmah life. Lastly, m all the towns, 
us in those of the reel of the world r there were swarms of 
worthless vagabonds, known by the gonerio name of bud- 
mas bps, who, like the Goqjurs, detea tad the Government, 
precisely because it was a good and Jaw-enforcing Govern¬ 
ment, and would not allow them to commit the villainies for 
which they were always ready. 

Two or three generalisations respecting the feelings of these 
heterogeneous masses may be safely made. First, though, 
unlike the English, they were not capable of fighting with 
harmony, resolution, and singleness of aim, against real 
oppression, yet, like the Irish, they were not a law-abiding 
people. It is true that the more thoughtful of them wore 
ready to acknowledge that the British Government waa junior* 
more merciful, and more efficient than any that had preceded 
it; but still many of them secretly longed for a return of the 
good old rimes when, if there had been less peace, there had 
^ been more stir, more excitement, and a wider field for adven- 
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tore; when, if there had been leas motility for life and 
property, there burl been more opportunities for gratifying 
personal animosities, and amassing illicit gains; when, if 
taxation hid been heavier, there had been some possibility of 
evading it; when, if justice had been more uncertain, there 
hud been more room for chicanery and intrigue. Finally, 
among all these millions there was no real loyalty towards the 
alien Government which had been forced to impose itself upon 
them, though the examples of men like Henry Lawrence, and 
John Nicholson, and Meadows Taylor prove that individual 
Englishmen who knew how to work for, to sympathise with, 
and, above dt, to master the people committed 10 tbpir charge, 
could win from them tbe truest loyalty and the most pas¬ 
sionate devotion,* 

While discontent was thus seedling, another class of ffiou, 
more formidable than insulted Laloofcdars or dispossessed 
landholders, pundits or motilvies, were brooding over their 
separata wrongs. 
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the sepoy army. 


"chap. n. 


Origin of tin? 
scpuy drum 


CHAPTER n. 

THE 5EF0Y Amrtf. 

As the idea tif foil tiding a European Empire in India, which 
Clive realised, bad been originated by Tlupleis, so the iu^tru- 
ment of conquest which the English wielded bad been already 
grasped by their more spick- sighted rivals. The French 
were the first to perceive that the most warlike o£ the unlives 
were capable of learning the mysteries of European discipline, 
anil to sco what a powerful lever for eftduring the conquest 
of India the possession of tv tintiva army so diadiplm^il would 
put into European bands. Sri II r the uiperitiietji wee a 

dangerous one. A handful of British soldiers under a loader 
liko Clive might for a rime hold u, portion of India in check: 
but who would have believed that these intruders, would one 
day conquer the greater part of tho entire continent, aud hold 
it in subjection, by the nid of a force far unui umbering their 
own* and severed from them by the antipathies of race nod of 
religious bigotry? The story of the formation of the sepoy 
army, its achievements, and its decline will show bow these 
unripnthies were at brat held in check by human sympathy 
and professional pride; how they wore afterwards irritated Ly 
o Sic ml indiscretion : stud how they culminated in a death- 
grapple between the nativs and European forces which hud 
won a hundred victories by their united prowess. 

The first sepoy regiments were raised in southern India,* 
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the scene of the Company's eaxHefit* * stnigglea* The defence 
of Arcofc allowed that, widen the eyes of Enntyeonfl, they 
could BiLeoofisMty encounter nafcivo forces of far auperior 
mmbere.* With this example before him. Clive did not 
hesitate to rake the battalion which fought under him at 
Ploaeey, and which formed the nucleus of the Bengal army. 
In the constitution of the corps thns raised were conUiined 
tlia gtsrnis of those striking peculiarities which afterwards 
distinguished that army from those of the oLb&r Presidencies.4 
Recruited nlmuM exclusively from the warlike population of 
the- north'west, for th^ effeminate Bengalee shrank from 
entering its ranks, it was mainly composed of high-caste men* 
who were ready to face any dlinger,, hut who disdained the 
humbler Juries of the soldier; while the regiments of Madras 
null Bombay, in which men of difEr/nt races utnJ erLstfMi met 
noJ fraternised, were more generally useful find more amenable 
to control J But with this difference the three armies bad 
certain common features. The early English rulers believed 
Lis at they would secure the attachment na well as the obedi¬ 
ence of their mercenaries by inducing natives of good family 
to enter their service as officers, mid giving them tba ftmplo 
authority which tli-eir birth and habits of corn maud fitted them 
to wield. The tuitlve commandant was indeed placed under 
t■ supervision of an English o£Buer ; but li l 3 was nceasionally 
sent in command of a detachment of which European soldiCTS 
formed a part, in undertake the responsibility and to win 
the glory of soiiu- distant enterprise. Jj Three English officers 
were t Is ought sufficient for each hat ml ion, and treated their 
luilLuii coniradoe with a sympulheLm conaa deration wliiob was 
repaid by respectful couGdunco* While English lind native 


* In the Tiw* ni &*a P L Il t iddft, p. T^i.L A. Dr. KtLM*h wrote; - The 

raialmH n\ tin? European to fcbe* nutlva valdier is cnJmirably frxpr&aJWi In a 
=di>1li |jfci u r I IwlioTo, ht Sit 1 Colin Cam Itim&rir - - - TVifiis- it 

Uiunhrjn M*il ■’n.st it n£AinKt n Hf*t# + £be ihaft *riU r^biitmil ami JAll harnitafta; 
lip it wkb «\m] uni! H IhMwtrtM a spear which will ptene il«pp And k£EL TUe 
litmibDo ia the A-ajpltte—tb* =iieel puuit is the European-* 

t Bra-Doie'e //uhn| **f tin Hist and /Vo^ttw -of lief Be?upi! Army, p. -rt. 

* The oldfifit 31 u ilj .i-=t reainuint* wen? nuihlr (tfljiipoMid •-f StalUHiwtTO* naa 
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gentlemen were attracted to the Company's service by the 
high pay and the hoiioii ridito position of no officer, their self- 
respect. their mutual lidmiraiion, nod thrir pridi- its their pro¬ 
fession were increased by n succession of victors us. Native 
officers and native privates looked up with filial reverence 
jiTul love to Lhe European who invited them to share in his 
triumphs, and forgot their nature! aversion to the out-caste 
Christian when they found that lit* respected their caste 
feelings, end tolerated their religion. And, while each 
battalion was bound by personal devotion to its own officers* 
the whole army was attached by the ties of gratitude to the 
service o£ the great Com puny, whose salt u I«* l-A eaten, and 
whose star it worshipped with superstitious veneration. 1 

But even in the Guideu Age of the sopov army its cordial 
relations with its masters were moro them once broken. 
Seven years after the battle of Plcssev, the Bengal aapoys 
complained with justice that they did nut receive their fair 
share of prize-money ; and flw battalions showed symptom* of 
mu liny. Their chi is lie- vvere c. m ceded : but they hud been 
allowed io learn thuir own strength; anil, ft few months later, 
the M-ldest battalion in the servica broke forth in unpreYoked 
rebel!ion .f The terrible fate of the ring-leaders, who were 
blown away from gtina in the presence of their comrades, 
taught the army a wholesome Ir&soni llejl! two years later its 
loyal support enabled Clive to sveiuwe the mutinous European 
officers whose discontent has bean noticed in the previous 
chapter. But lh\. very snceesscs which the sepoys helped their 
masters rn gain paved the way far their own depression* ,As 
soon as the English ventured to acknowledge to themselves 
the fact of their supremacy, the same self-assertion which U\l 
to the substitution of their own for native administration in 
Bengal, allowed itself in their growing tendency to add lo the 
number of their officers with each battalion, smd to cancan- 
tnue all real power in their hands. Fortunately, the command 


■ Thif trtkU iti *b« ifrartcrijt /brinr nimdy quoted cantata a -* m j 
i til *noting unevAaU* LEhiUrntiT* *1 tl„. iiympathy wfeli \h*wisI u^th™ liai* 
Europwii nfflmri sml tlui *Pfm r* nf ike old nnl3vr. amt, aD *l aiJwiiur wbii 
nl.-iri 'Inti! dfTfltiiBi s ral Lciid^r -1 man, Lbiwjgh * EuroiH-an uul „ ti 

run win tniiiJ 1 "hf imlivcR T InilLi. inn* rep. pfi, 400, 

+ Brtmjpej pp r 4^74, 





QHip. n*] 


THE SEPQY AB^rr. 


51 


of a native battalion wag still coveted ; and the English officer 
who thus superseded the native's wore picked men who know how 
to maintain their authority. But in 1 TAG a farther change took 
place- The veteran European officers had long com plained that 
they were passed over by younger men in the royal regiments 
which were from time to time sen tout to reinforce the Company's 
army, To appease their discontent* a cemipkte reorganisation 
was effected. Two sepoy battalions were amalgamated into one 
regiment, to which the same number of officers was aligned 
ns to a regiment in the Xing's service* white all took rank 
according to the dates of their commissions. The system of 
promotion by seniority introduced by ibis arrangement often 
threw the commands which had hitherto been always held by 
tried men into the bauds o! those who were unfa to exercise 
authority ; while the increase in the number of European 
officers still farther lowered the already fallen position of 
their native com rad ha. Thenceforward there was nothing to 
stimulate the ambition of a sepoy. I'bougb he migtil give 
signs of the nubia rv genius of a Sydor* he kin w that he could 
never attain the pay of an English subaltern,* and that the 
rank to which he might attain, after some thirty years of faithful 
service, would nut protect him from the insolent dictation of 
an ensign fresh from England- But far a few years nothing 
occurred to show the authors of these changes how disastrous 
they were to prove. Though the service had Jogt its charms, 
the sepoy con tinned to do his duty faithfully ih rough the 
Bitccessive campaigns of Wellesley's administration ; and the 
H&K&tdt of Syringupaium, fltid Use charge which won the buttle 
of Assaye proved that he could fight m wdl as bis mure 
fortunate an cast ora who bad conquered under Clive. It was 
not until the excitement of conquest, which had diverted bis 
mind, subsided, that bo began to brood over his grievances. 
Unfortunately, the military authorities chose this very time 
far djigquiering him still further by the introduction of a set of 
vexations regulations. It was not enough for them that he 


* The tiuli^L pjiv attain utile hy m nmIibIhIht 4F i i if mitry wu& 174 rnpr-aa n 
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hud ever shown himself worthy to fight by the aide of the 
Rritirih soldier. Believing that dress makes iho man* the 
martinets who governed the Madras array, sad who flattered 
themselves that they might safely practise their pet theories 
upon troops whose caste prejudices wore weaker than those 
of the haughty Brulnum* of Bengal, forbade their men ta 
wear the murks oT caste upon their foreheads; despoiled them 
of their cherished ear-rings; ordered them m shave off their 
venerated beards ; issued minute iuslmetiuria respecting the 
length of their moustaches* and compelled them to exchange 
their old turbans for new ones with leather cockades * These 
absurd measures amused the most dangerous suspicirms -jf 
the sepovB. They fancied tlmL th-.y detected in tile new 
turbans n resemblance to the hats worn by the Christians ; t 
and the leather cockades, made of the sinus of hogs or 
rows, were abominable to Hindu us and Mahometans "like. 
Hitherto they had had no cause to fear that the Christians 
would insult their religious. But now, wish minds already 
depressed bv u load of real if inevitable grievsmoes, and irri- 
tcLed by needless innovations, they wore in a mood to believe 
any story against their rulers. Ignorant, credulous, and 
excitable, tbs sepoys at ovary station in southern I tub a gave 
ti ready car to the travelling fakeers and busy-bodies of every 
kind who told them lying tales of the intolerant proBtilylisin 
uf the English- The Gen ml in Ceylon, so one of theae 
malicious fables ran, bad mu relied his whole corps to ehurcb- 
parade. The head-centre of disaffection was Vellore, where 
the suns and daughters of Tippoo were loading the luxurious 
lives of stale prisoners, and cherishing visions of the r^-tura¬ 
tion of their ho to Lied dynasty. They and their crowd of 
dependents eagerly clutched at the opportunity < if Turning ihr* 
disuuntont of the sepoys to account,; ridiculed iSjcIt Anglo 
deed appearance, and gravely assured them that they would 
SDtsn he converted to Christianity. Maddened by thi-vj taunts, 
the men plotted tu murder their officers and rke ... 


* Import of tap Vi-n,in. lEutim- JW, /W?>. rt*L ilic 

a dOU k T 

f IK 






CHAP* U.j 


THE SEPOY ARMY, 


58 


troops In the iLumi of night, seize the fortress of Vellore* and 

bold it while their brethren at the other stations in the sontb 

of l he petiinstib were following their example. If the re- 

organisation of 17118 hud not bitted the hopes of the sepoys 

and deadened their interest; in their profession, if the new 

generation of English officers had treated their men with the 

arm path v which their predecessors had ever shown* there 

would have been u feuUifnl few among the garrison to give 

warning of the impending danger* if indeed, such a danger 

could then have arisen * But, as it w as., when the storm Oh* mutiny 

, , ... . ,-4 m V cIIdm and 

hnrst, the "English were taken wholly by surprise, bums were 

shot down at their posts : others were murdered in their beds ; 

and all must have been overpowered if there bad not been a 

solitary officer outi-ith the fort who heard the tumult, and 

Lurried to Arcot for help. Fortunately Colonel Gillespie r the 

commandant of that station, was a man equal Lo any timer- .. 

gencx. In less than a quarter of an hour after he had heard 

the bows,, he wa^ gallopiLig at the bead of a squadron of- 

English dragoons toward? the sat no of mutiny. The rest 61 

the regiment, a squadron of native cavalry, And some galloper - 

guns soon followed. Finding the gate closed again el his 

force, Gillespie had himself drawn np alone by n rope over 

th«. walls, AssuniLd. command of :Lo remnant oJ' the garrison, 

and hi-j.it the mutincETTs at bay until his in on forced their way 

in, tom pie Led, the rescue* and took terrible vengeance upon 

id! the delinquents, except those who escaped, or who were .- 

reserved for morn formal punishment, Bui* though the J 

and!urities, terrified by the results of their own folly* lost no 

time in rescinding tin? obnoxious rcgtibitfona, the evil had not 

yeL spent itself, + -U Hyderabad* fit NtmdydrDOg T and at 

Fallantoattah syrup to ms of mutiny appeared* It was not - 

unril Lord William Benrinek, who was then Governor of j 

Madras, hud issued a proclamation, aemriug the army that 

the Government had np thought of interfering with their'. 

religion ( that the ttpoya brgan lo recover their tapinnimity. 

lor a long rime the minds of high officials were exercised by ■ 

an enquiry into she causes of the* mutiny : but the -Directors 
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settled the question in ll plain.ly-worded minute in which, 
with unusual insight, they laid the blame upon the new 
generation of commanding officers, who had neglected io earn 
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the confidence of their men. 

The lessons of the mutiny lliilI the rebuke of the Court 
were not thrown away. A favourable reaction sat in \ and, 
under the rule of Mm to and Hastings English colonels were 
sdll proud iu command native regiments, nod learned to 
treat their men with the paternal kindneaa which bad woe 
their beans in the days of Clive. And. though the era of the 
sepoys" greatness hud passed away, the advantages of the 
service were still enough to tempt men to enter it* In his 
own family the sepoy was stilt a great man : he received his 
pa\ ivj th i!i l .milurit.v U :■ which lI; e Be| >oya of tbc n ata vc »LaL-ib 
werE strangers: he Lad a comfortable pension to loot forward 
tu ; and, when bo went to law* ab he often did, for ihi- natives 
of India arc nearly as fond of litigation as their European 
masters, he had the right of being heard in our courts before 
all other suitors. While he enjoyed these material advan¬ 
tage^ his nobler feelings were aroused when he thought of 
the succession of victories which be had helped the great 
Company to gain, imd proudly identified his fortunes wiLb 
those of ths conquering race. And* when his active career 
was over, be bad stories to tell of iIl-u great comm and ers under 
whom he bad fought* which inspired Ids children and hiF 
fellow-villagers to follow in his footsLeps. Tim high officials 
who held Ms destiny in their hands might have attached him 
for over to their service ; for bo was uo mere mercenary soldier. 
But every change which they made in his condition, ur in 1ns 
relations with his officers, was a change for the worse. And 
yet thEy were not wholly to blame; fur these changes wore 
partly the result of the growing power of the English and the 
introduction uf English civtliealion. As the Company a 
territory expanded, there was a constantly increasing demand 
for able men to survey land, raise iitngttLur regiments, ur net 
as political officers; uud, when the ambi Lions subaltern saw the 
wider field for hi^ powers which theae lucrative poets offered, 
it way not to he expected that he should elect to remain with 
his cusps. Thus, year by year, the best officers were seduced 
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from their regimeum hy the prospect of s*«ff employ. Con¬ 
scious of inferiority, jenlous of their comrade’ Rood fortune, 
those who remained lost idl interest in their dutiei ; and tho 
men noon perceived that their hearts were for from them * 

Moreover, the authority begun to deprive commending 

officers of the powers which had once made them absolute diminietwi 

rulers over ihtir rogi incuts, and which they it ad used with the 

discretion of loving parents. The growing centralisation of 

military authority At head-quarters deprived the colonel of 

his power to promote, to reward, or to punish; and, when he 

ventured to pronounce a decision, it was ftfi likely as not that 

it would be appealed against and reversed. Finally, as if to 

destroy the mure Friendly relations which, alter the crisis of 

IrtOG, hud sprung up again between officers and men, a 

General Order was issued in L*i4, by which the two battalion* ^ 

of each regiment were farmed intn two separate regimen Is, 

mid the officers of the original body re-distributed among it* 

olf-sboots without regard to the associations which they had 

contracted with Qieir old enmpumes- 

The evil result of all these change* showed itself when tin T^t^dy 
first Burmese wav broke out. Even if the Bengal sepoy Lad pwik 
Lad no previous cause for discontent, sneb a war would have 
been disifistefo! to him. He shrank from going to a foreign 
bud of which be knew nothing, and which hi* imagination 
pictured as an abode of horrors. Moreover, oLluff unforeseen 
cirenrustances arose, which t acting upon minds already brood 
mg over real grievances* and now irritated by a demand for 
an unwelcome service, produced open insubordination. The 
sepoys at Barrackpare heiird with dismay an exaggerated 
version of a disaster which the British troops already engaged 
in Bumuili Lad suffered i they imagined that I hey foresaw the 
approa chin g doom of the Company 8 ttaj ;i *mdi to crown all, 
they lienrd it rumoured, that Government, unable tn pro¬ 
vide them with carriage, bad resolved, in defiance of their 
caste feelings, to transport them to the seat uf war by seu + 

B Both *ir Julia Hidcctni nu-1 L,vuL Mcti’nlfn wrt» of option tluit foumtlw 
tn^hl wl.^n tin* rmantuid ur a tinliri- njtffflunt btciLmB Jc*. uqffhl tor Ihm 
nthe'i- r-rnpLi.jHi.-nl *<• might tUtfi the rom mcuwneDl vl avr ilu«ra£iili- 
J lii.'u.b"y rnn Om 4 Gfstniwi -*1 I'rr.iJuf^ {., i^iii 
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Believing the lying report, they refused to march. But the 
Camuiutidcr-iD-Chief, Sir Edward Paget, was m officer who 
required to bo obeyed wbea be gave orders* Knowing that 
leniency shown to mutineer* is simply a weak form of cruelty, 
be went down to Barrack pore with u strong European force, 
and paraded the regiments. An attempt was made to disabuse 
their minds of the delusion which had fastened upon them. 
They were then offered the alternative of con sen ting to march* 
or grounding their firms. [ hey refused to do cither, In¬ 
stantly u shower of grape foil upon them ; and they fled in 
panic, leaving a Dumber of dead upon the ground. The sur¬ 
viving ritiglcfidera were hanged; and the 17th, the regiment tint 
bad been most guilty, was disbanded, and its name erased from 
the Ariuy List, The punishment so promptly dealt out a truck 
terror Into the unlive amy ; and open mutiny was postponed 
for mauy years.* 

The return of peace, however, brought fresh dangers. 
Writhing under the constant demands which war bad made 
1 S 2 B, upon their Treasury t die Directors resolved 10 retrench, and 

Pcnum*ry deprived the English officers of n portion of their pecuniary 
allowances. A few years before, such a step would have been 
dusea followed by mutiny : hut these officers contented themselves 

with a temperate and ineffectual statement &f their grievances. 
Their men noted the futility of their resistance, and learned 
to despise ibcir already weakened authority still mone*t But, 
us LF he had feured that the sepoys might still retain some 
tittle raspect for their nominal commanders* Lord William 
Bentinck thought .Qt T a few years later, to weaken the power 
AbfltitiaiiQf Q f the hitter still farther by abolishing corporal punishment. 
pmfj.hLriLTFt. What was the fruit of his weak humanitarinriifcjtij ? The sepoy 
ceased altogether to fear his officer; and it is hard for au 
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officer to win thu fovu awn uf the huawl. v j . 

strict terror into ltd base.* 

The Afghan war. however, soon came to re-awaken Llic 
soldierly iitstiacts of the sepoy. Historians Lave often dwelt C(nn «.-t. 
npjjii the bud affects which a great disaster like that nf 1*41 
esercises upon native troops; buL it is certain (hat, however 
evil such an impression may Lave been for tbs moment, it 
has never heen permanent. A great disaster to our arms 'in 
ludio has always been speedily retrieved by a great success: 
and the arrows of Noll and of Pollock could nut have fought 
more brav-ely if they laid never heard of Elphinstone's fatal 
retreat. then fallowed tile swift conquest of tiomde, in which 
the sepoys earned the praise of a commander who knew, better 
than any man. Low' to gauge o auldiers qualities. And, within 
the non! five years, the native army covered itself afresh with 
glory in tilts two wars against its hereditary enemies, the lor- 
middle warriors of the JQnlse, But the excitement or figg? 
conquest, which flaLLcred the sepoys pride, and prevented him 
from brooding over Ids grievances, could nut last fur ever. 

Moreover, though ho fought gallantly, the insubordination 
which had resulted from the weakening of Lis officers 
powers showed itself oven in tiro heat of campaigning. 

William Hudson, who learned his earliest military lessons in 
the first Sikh war, rind who was destined to prove in the 
great Mntiny itself that Asiatics arc as suBcepliblo as 
Europeans of a perfect discipline, Los recorded Lis amaze- 
ment at Lbs disorderly conduct oi the llengid regiments with 
his column. Ag.dn/as each new conquest lessened the Wsiunw 
chances of future war, and thus diminished tho sepoy’s self- 
importfl.ilC 5 j it imposed uppu bim tht; ul welflOttus duty of 
leaving iiis own country and Ids own relations tu gornstpii a 
dbtmit and often uoheiilLby land* To tbia inevitable tri-d lIlg 
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pnrBimnny of his niters added another. 1 o encourage him to 
light its battles on -drange soil, the Government gave him *tn 
increase of pay: but* as soon as bis valour bad added the 
foreign country to Us dominions r it rewarded him by withdraw¬ 
ing his allowances, nod tried lo justift ita meanness by thu 
ungenerous quibble that be was now once in on* on British 
territory. A succession ni mutinies punished the author* nf 
this policy, but did not convince them or their su&fledson of 
its costliness. Four Bengal regiments, warned for service in 
delude after its annexation, rafused to march until their extra 
allowances were restored to them. A Madras corps which the 
iJoTemor of the Madras F residency sent ta the aid of the 
Boiode Government proudsing, on hit own responsibility! 
that they should receive their higher pay, wan told, when 
they ranched Bombay* that the Supreme Government hail 
refuse tl to confirm lb a fnuoifie, and revenged themselves for 
their disappointment by creating a disturbance on parade. 
Xur were the sepoys who were sent to newly-annexed terri¬ 
tories the only sufferers from the niggardliness of the Govern- 
merit. A regiment of Madias cavalry, after marching 
northward nearly a thousand miles, to garrison a station for 
which the Government could spare no troops, on the faith of 
a promise that their services would only be needed for a time, 
found that they were to remain as a permanent garrison, dial 
their pay was to he reduced to a lower rate, and that, on I 
of this pittance, they would have to pay for the conveyance 
of their families from the south, and support Lbeiu on their 
arrival. Theyconfd not defray these cbnrguswithout running 
into debt. They could not leave their families in the south; 
for* unlike the Bengal regiments* they were always accom¬ 
panied ou their wanderings by their wives and children. What 
wonder then that, alter loyally performing an unwelcome duty, 
and finding that the promises which had been made to them 
were to be broken* they should liavo resented such a cynical 
breach of faith by mutiny ?* 

Fortunately these isolated acts of insubordination did not 
ripen into a general revolt: but, though they were checked 
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lit the time, partly by concession, partly by the punishment of 
tic- ringleader^ no decided steps were taken to make their 
recurrence im possible. No tiling but ll radical reform of the 
relations between officer and sepoy, an aninisiakoable revoke 
to treat the latter both firmly and generously, could have 
healed liis discontent* But the authorities were satisfied with 
applying a palliative when they should have wrought a cure - r 
ami thev eon Id have felt no satisfaction in punishing offenders 
whom their own injustice had provoked to bill. 

How deeply seated was the evil became manifest after the 
second Sikh war. Charles Napier bad been sent "ut to wipi j ptite with 
it wav the diagram which o nr arms had suffered at Chilli an- 
wallah \ hut, though Cough had anticipated his triumph ns a 
conqueror by the victory of Gcojcmt, he was tu gain another 
triumph over the conquering army itself- He bad only just 
reached Simla when he heard that two regimen Is at Raw id LH[I - 
Findee, which formed part of the army of occupation distri¬ 
buted over the newly-conquered Punjaub, had refused to 
receive their pay unless the esua allowances were granted 
them. It seemed likely that other regiments would follow 
thoir example* .Disregarding the advice ol a member of his 
staff, who mistook indiscriminate severity for vigour, to dis¬ 
band tho insubordinate regiments &L once, Napier sent 
instructions to ftLr Colin Campbell j who commanded at 
KawuJ Pindce, to reason quietly with the men, but at the 
same time to hold a Europeao force in readiness to awe 
them into obedience if persuasion should fail* Before 
Campbell received these- orders, tho immediate danger passed> 
for the in subordinate regiments saw that it would ba madness 
to persist in the presence of armed Europeans, and silently 
resolved to bide their time* But there was danger in othur 
quarters. Proceeding on a tour of inspection through the 
northern provinces, Napier eollecLed evidence which, in his 
judgment, proved that twenty-four regiments wore only wait¬ 
ing for an opportunity to rise. An incipient mutiny at ^-- + 
WuzQerubud was only repressed by the tact of Colon id John 
Hearsev, Sdll Napier saw that the worst had not yet come. 

Making Peshawar his head-quarters, he held himself in readi¬ 
ness to swoop down upon any point at which nrntiqv might ^ 
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appear. When, ht/wover, the crisis cams, lie was not colled 
upon to Face it iu person; fur i! was met by thy fniibitil 
courage of u sepoy regiment. The btUh Native Infantry 
mutinied nr. (kmndgbrnir; nnd ilie 1st Native r'tiYiilry or Libbed 
Lbtiiai. Napier iSisbtmdcd ibe mutinuua corps, raised a rtigi j 
uj.-ni uf Gnurkiihs iu its place* and boasted that by ikin 
gfcmke he bad taught the di -c*;m ten ted Bmhtmim Lki*t, when¬ 
ever they showed u sign of discODteiii, a more warlike p* *pk 
would always be ready to supplant them. But, while he 
punished mutiny, he pitied tbs- mutineers, for hr-beJk-YeiJ that 
native disloyalty was the result .1 British injustice; find in 
this spirit of sympathy he directed that an old regulation, 
which had grunted oompendidinn to die sepoys, for dearness of 
provisions at n rate higher than that sanctioned by the one 
then in force, should be restored, and observed until the 
Governor-t I mural, who was then absent from tlie seat uf 
Government, should pronounce his decision upon the mm. 

[.lalbouaie, hnWBver* Gonhi not forgive the man whu. tbul 
he might save an empire, had duri-d to act without waiting for 
hi& couLiimnda, Denying that the State had over been in 
peril* be publicly reprimanded the Commander-io-Chief for 
^■^■w nrili ng mi authority that did not Moug to him* and hold 
up tu the delighted native the unedifying spectacle of diw- 
Uuion among their rulers.* Stung Ly wfant lie regarded as 
the unju&t and ungenerous conduct ol his chief nud resolved 


* gtt* Piipen lelrtifog to llsi> by Sir CJJjJLrJc!- K*jjI*Tof Urn nffica 

iif t,:..Lumiii:ili r-SP'Uhici in Lull* (Mir/. 1 f tipt i toL xbrii. [IK'iT]); Lijt u/ Sir 
i\ $itpirr> vfcV It, \ and :in urtieJc by kfcr IL Lawn-Eii* 1 Entftlfrrl Charles 
XHjUfir's riwUunuaiw U\ik [Ctih'vtfu tc-L isil). It tuuy br tiwl 

Kkpfcar u¥£f ififtiinfllcd iho magnitude nf thn danger. Tlicnu ti<>l vnflmrait 
evutasG* to Uctunuittf iLitc* point, Tl» h-eO qwKtirrtu, hrm-PTer* v* Sutler lum- 
H€li rtnlil, wan “ wln-thur tin’ CoOFltuJiEiili-r-in-t‘LulefS in IsidiiL . . . wan ju^Siiind 

or n^iT Iu urhi^ hi* ilucw#mi. i null pruinjJlly tlfalintf with danger in 
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Ilalhottflie, lik*mn.ny tjsi-ii -i^H tinmitivtii fB-.irlmv r«f Bjii tttn4nj[ r«p<Ti- 

hlljlity, vijiii very rlintr •>! iLllDwmg tiin - fa Uu mo. 11l= ^pim^ Iu 
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not to he n powerless spectator of the evils whiflh he predicted, 
Napier resigned Ms poM, nod t?p* *>uc the rest ofhia life in uom- 
posing 4 solemn wanting of the fiiljiJ results that would >urrly 
flaw from Indian misgovetnmentp* 

The sepoys. themselves gave one more ptactionl warning ; 
bu t it wn 5 logt upon lIj n troverctor < ■ ■ i nereL F n I H Sti ? i e 
invited the -J 8 tti Bongul Native Infiiiitry to volunteer ftar 
servie d in Bnrmn 1 j. Ib-gnn 11 ng tlle mvjtfil b>n it-- u n enaroa> 1 1 . - 
mmt tprm their right?, for the B ugsl sepoy enlisted on the 
understanding that he should not he required io cross the a, 
the men flatly refuged to march. 

Besides thy proofs of ihe rottenness of car military system 
which oufflisiooiil mutinies had sup [died, there had been no 
lack of warnings frum men whose eyperiencE gave them n 
right to speak. Thomas Munro and John Malcolm had 
earnestly insisted upon the necessity of attaching the sepoy 
in the service by making the prizes which it held out to 
his ambition more vnlliable; and Charles Napier had raided 
his testimony to liioirs ns to the fatal results which would 
ensiK' from sr> lowering the position of the English com- 
mmdant ils to deter nil nbta officers from aspiring to it.f 
But. Dalhcttsies predecessors, or the authorities who had 
chosen them, 3iad neglected to profit by these warnings ; and, 
when he assumed office, he wag go bewildered by the conflict- 
bg opinions which n multitude ni cotniEellorg thrust upon 
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li Ini?* r r JtsE bn-n fi-ijil that Njphrr a-twer wrute uyllillig ihn| r-i iu]e 1 l?a 
karfa interpreted >J a wimmi; ft^aiinut. or n prophecy uf a Mp^y mntiiiy. But 
[ fttid thpae WDTdj aniriUjE bk pabHahed writm^ t—^ke lybp ■■'‘p-'.ijjia dfSTirtenl 
to u* b& jH. hut we ttikr i.ii |m±tin to jifbhhtte! Mr mttaekownt Ii m no flut- 
*>/ miN£ t / Ml hr tfattl h*furr ic&i# T JhmtrM trill fnJlx-place. bat it mff 
jcfoKfc* .\guJxij. —tbnt ifi to say mutiujf— 3a uni:.jura£rt! t " r 

Jyty 1‘i, ]*n7 K p. IS, coL I. arid An#. 17. p. l* T eql S Ttio itaJinn are 
^cb uliCi p. 34 h nat^ *, rw/rti. It ii ^witc tn]^ EIll.i ho »jFt4m spuJii: [n 
ril^li tffi-ULa of ti^ din-tploe i>( thr- truom. But, Eu Mio Hm pkc*. li^ 

iiAjm'KHly ^xi^jiLtMl [Llp Oi'-up; o I army from I hid prui&e. (Sn- Triiw** July !!4 
L^mk). And. in thv ii-raml ptniis^ iho fm>t tlmi iiu baA<JWi*4 tb 1 . 1 praiitt U 
i^LJTh i,’ • li^ 5 - I *• nt witlj Il[ 4 Laying rttruN^n tin*I tb.o flh|iaiot5i «>f il iroiifd aotiEHir 
w l J| * nr mutttiy, Afl Far jlh I *;ikn ifr, nil Out 1 m nwani lu nay wna that ih^ 

*npojfJ» by natuiT* fur m&ra bniotulik? |l*im Brithh aciUIIf:r-, IIm tormiw 
, t / l,Vrrj ' e-wflimigpd by cuntlu-ut-ti ralujsntiuaL a-f dlHfiqiJinc l-i nnrtinv. 
alifl til ought iliftl it WJWOll Ik* thpir iulch-l h- i]._, fry, thov v.-nulij, l, r ji^ 
l-i iLim ii ij_ ti) thw tsmptiillfln, 
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him, that he resolved, perhaps in despair, peril dp* in easy 
confidence* to 3+fttvti the sy&tam os be foils id it. 

Riicli^ii] 0e- Still, though it was bard to choose between the opposite 

iEeta of tlia ' , . . 

Heogiit army, theories pn chi' effects qi giving preference tu higU-casta 

candidates for enlistment, of mixing m^n of different mce« 
in the name regiment,, of promoting by seniority, and of adding 
in the mmiber of European officers with each regiment, there 
were certain undeniable iuuts* which might have shown 
Dtdhousie that the opinions of tho opponent* of the Bengal 
system wtre sounder than Lbe equally plausible opinions of 
its supporters* It needs a man of genius to reconstruct n 
long-established systems and push aside the dead weight of 
prejudice which defends it L But. though Dalhoueic is not to 
he blamed lor having lacked tUo force to achieve so great, a 
task, his acquiescence in the defects of the existing system 
i=. inexcusable. It wan impossible tu explain away the face 
Lb at in Ben gal, where a low-caste aubabthir* might often he 
seen off' parade crouching in abject submission before the 
Brahmin recruit whom ha was supposed to command* the 
predominance of high-caste men, or. at least, the deference 
that was yielded to ifieir caste prejudices, was final to disci¬ 
pline. It was certainly true that native opinion in the 
Bombay and Madras Presidencies allowed a high-oaste sepoy 
to perform duties which would have shocked Bmbminieal 
prejudice in Bengal, just as. tu choose a familiar illustration, 
nine English protestanta out of ten no longer find ihuruselvas 
troubled by scruples about Lite observance of the Sab Lath when 
thfly go abroad. But Ibis consideration ought not to have 
led the Government to truckle tu casta prejudices* but rather 
to reject till recruits who allowed lIiobe prejudices ld interfere 
with their military dudes, and to on list in their stead the 
thousands of belter men who would have been only too glad 
to take their places.t Had this been done* the Brahmin's 
self-interest would have sou□ got the better of his prejudices] 
for, oven in Bengal, be kept Li& casco in the baakground when 
his officer dared to show that be pitied it. and only obtruded 

a XntlTLl G&lkUliEL 
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it because he found that he could generally n*c it as an instru¬ 
ment for the coercion of his comm anders*^ Again, though 
DalhouAicr may well have been perplexed when Napier insisted 
that the Bengal system of promotion by seniority kept the 
army contented by holding out to every in an n sure prospect of 
ultimate advancement, while John Jacob asserted with equal 
truth that the sepoys who became officers under that system 
were worn-out imbeciles unfit for command, yet the fact that 
in the Bombay litiuv, where promotion went by merit* the 
native o Hie era were the bulwarks of discipline, might have been 
accepted as a proof of the inferiority uf the Bengal system. 

Finally. Dirikoaeie should have remembered that not Jacob 
only, but some of the ablest officers of the Bengal army itself 
I snd lifted, up the if voices against the system under which 
they had been brought up. ft was a fact, and one of which 
mi my of thoee officers were uneasily conscious, that for Lhirty 
years past the Bengal army had been in a state of quasi- 
[imriuy, and that several actual mutinies* beside* these which 
were too flagrant to be concealed, hail been hushed up by the 
authorities at hcad-qnarters^t 

The disputed points that have just been noticed were. The vital 
however, of small importance compared with ohv vital quea- 
tion, on the answer to which depended the loyalty of the sepoy 
army and the stability of the Indian empire* Were com¬ 
manding officers to be once more entrusted with that rightful 
authority of which the jealousy pr the red-fapei&ni of head¬ 
quarters bad robbed them ? This question was absolutely 
neglected. The sepoy was taught to regard, not Life colon el, 
hut the bead of the army ns his aommondmg officer; and the 
head of the army was lo him no more than a dim idea T 
Knowing the impotence of bis officers* he amused himself by 
hringing frivolous complainLs against them at every half- 
yearly inspection. Yet the men who did this were as capable 
of reverencing authority as the veteran who salaamed the 
picture uf Eyre Conte, his dead commander. Much has 

- n Li a U\ wuppeiNn tlniu ftluo Wfldrn* sMjnwt*) fn'v tram ^u-sce 
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been written about Lb* sepoy's impulsiveni'S?. lib credulity b 
;i delusion. Ids childish obstinacy iti clinging to iU 
Bnt, though thase qualities did belong to him, they would 
never of themselves have led him to rebel. He mu by iiJUtiro 
leesinsubordinate than the British soldier, Napier could see 
nothing to fear in him so long as In; was properly dealt with. 
For, with all liis Faults, he had the quality, which Is inborn 
in ail men, of respecting authority when exercised hv u Strang 
mid just superior. He entered our army with no idea of 
claiming any rights for himself. But, when he found that his 
colonel^lioni ha was ready to obey as his absolute king, and 
to reverence as Ids father, was powerless to punish or reward 
him; when he listened to the Articles of War, which 
seemed to imply that his officers expected him to disobey 
them; a new light Hashed across his mind* Jt was only 
necessary to rule him according to his genius, to teach him 
that lie must obey unhesitatingly, and that be would in return 
he treated generously, and ha would have been a loyal Midler 
for life. It was not the inconsistency of their character that 
drove the sain a sepovs who had risked their lives uti the held 
cf battle to protect their officera. and had watched, by their 
• bedsides when they were wounded, to murder them when the 
Mutiny broke out: il was the inconsistency with which they 
were treated. 

Disproportion It is, however, possible that, even if all the reforms iu detail 
i.ernyentb*' w 1qc h had been suggested had been carried out, the spirit of 
Krm>p«pii r>nd mutiny might not have boon wholly overcome, unless the dis* 
mitin; troops, existed between the numb are of the Native and 

the European troops had been remedied. It may ht>[ said that 
for this disproportion the (,'ubinete, the Boards of Control, the 
Courts of Directors, the Governors-General, the Anglii-Inditui 
officers, and the English people of three generations were 
jointly r expansible, t At the close of Bullion sie's ud minis tta- 
Vwn the Native troops amounted to two hundred end thirty- 
three thousand rneu ; while, to watch this gigantic army, there 
were only forty-five thousand three hundred a ltd twenty-two 
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European soldiers of all firms** Moreover the Litter were 
located on such fake principles that their controlling power 
was seriously impaired, t Yet there had never been a rime when 
that power was more needed- It cannot be too emphatically 
stated that Lhe natives of India, with’the exception of a very 
few men of rare powers of reflection, or mr^ opportunities 
of acquiring information, bad not the least idea of the real 
resources of England, They drew their conclusions merely 
from what they saw. Incredible as it may appear, it was a 
common belief among them that Lhe population of the British 
isles was not much mote than a hundred thousand ecmls4 As if 
to confirm them in this delusion* the Home Government had 
recently withdrawn two regiments from India to atrengtben 
the army in the Crimea. It is not to be wondered at that 
soon afterwards it began to be rumoured in the bazaars and 
the sepov lines that Hufisia had conquered and annexed 
England- 

Bulbouaie devoted much anxious consideration to tba H^ionna 

urged by 

question of increasing the numb era of the European troops, 
and improving their distribution, nnd stated bis arguments 
and conclusions with bis usual clearness and emphttsis in a 
aeries of minutes, which he ordered to be transmitted to 
the Directors, He pointed out that the Crimean war had 
given birth to nionstroub rumours injur inns to our prestige: 
lie dwelt upon the fact that, notwithstanding the vast increase 
of our territories by the conquests and an negation a of his 
iidministrarion, there had been hardly any corresponding 
increase in our military strength ; and ho insisted on the 
necessity of maintaining an effective and constant control over 
the immense alien population of out Indian possessions, and 
of guarding against possible attacks ire in the ambitions 


* Buka o\ Argyll’ri Ifhliti WititT IMiAwwe flfld Guui% + pp. oL 03. 
T'umcilLiLieJy before th$ Mm my S3:rr native I reaps amflimtfld to !5J^224 S tbs 
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princes * -who dwelt outside our frontier. But it is a curious 
fact that there is no evidence to show that he had the faiuteBl 
suspicion of the fat more scrioua danger to which the Euro* 
peon troops were exposed from their native auxiliaries. 
This fact, however, does not affect the value of the practical 
suggestions which he offered. He proposed to reduce the 
number of sepoys m each regiment to eight hundred men, 
to raise the strength of the European infantry from thirty-onet 
to thirty-five battalions, and to Increase the numbers of the 
European companies of urtillery.J Bat these suggestions 
were not adopted ;§ and the sepoy a, inflated by a sense of their 
own importance, naturally looked forward to a time when 
they might use tbeir strength to overturn the Government, 
and establish their own supremacy. |] 

On the eve of Lord Cannings arrival, the native army was 
a heterogeneous body, as in race, caste, and religion, so also 
in quality. There were a few superb irregular regiments, 
commanded by a handful of picked European officer*! 
There were the useful troops of Bombay and Madras. 
There was the Bengal army, composed of stalwart men of 
martial aspect, who had been perhaps better endowed bv 
nature with soldierly qualities than the men of the oilier 
Presidencies, but who had, under a corrupt system, been 
suffered to become a dangerous mob. It was no wonder 
that these regiments, in which the sentries relieved each 
other when and how they pleased, in which it was on evef y. 
day occurrence for hundreds of men lo quit their ranks 
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without lea™, artd sots or the country in quasi of plunder.* 
wore ripe for mutiny. The marvel is that they hud so long 
preserved the semblance of an army. Yet so groat is the 
force of habit that, while the ablest men in India kept 
repeating the solemn warning that it was in the force on 
which the safety of the empire depended that its greatest 
dflDger lay,t the Bengal officers regarded the insubordination 
which they could not wholly ignore as inseparable from the 
constitution of a native army. They were deaf to the rum¬ 
bling of the volcano ; for they did not know that it lay 
beneath tbem until its eruption startled them out of their 
fatal si umber. 
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On the 20tb of February, 1850, Lord Dalbousic resigned the 
Government of India, As be drove down the banks of the 
Hough ly towards tie vessel on which bo was to embark, Lbe 
multitudes who had assembled to witness bis departure, lifted 
up their voices, and cheered him loudly and long* Though 
he was not above the middle height, mid his frame was 
emaciated tv disease, vet there was such majesty in bis hear¬ 
ing, such command in bis feature?, Bnoh a firs in the glance 
of bis eyes, that be looked every ineb n king,t And it was 
will) the loyalty due to a king of men that those enthusiastic 
onlookers regarded him. For, if he lacked that sympathetic 
knowledge of men's hearts, that charm of manner, that open 
enthusiasm which bud made the despotism of IIlistings and of 
Wellesley so attractive, if, in spite of his genuine considera¬ 
tion for his subordinates, he had been regarded by them 
rather with awe than with affection, yet, not more by his 
tmccesB than by the devotion with which he had given the 
dower of Lis manhood to the service of the state, be bad 
conquered the heart-felt respect and admiration of all men. 
lie had served India bo well that he bud no strength left fur 
further service in the field of statesmanship; and now, while 
still a young man, he was going home to England to die. 


* ChjFriWrirf Jfamhag Tmci f 1-657 , p. 4Lf; CdbuTIa Jim nr, tdL ssjiE ll 
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But the work which he had already done had been such us 
id entitle him to rank with WeDesIcy and Hastings, although 
bobw them, in the first (floss of Governors'General- Bdow 
Lliem because, whatever his powers uciny have been* be bad 
never been brought face to fane with political trials as crucial 
as those which bad assayed and proved the metal of their 
statesmanships With them because believing that his noun- 
try men bad no right to be in India unless they were there 
us the apostles of western civilisation* believing with an 
enthusiastic fakh that tba introduction of such civilisation 
would galvanise the whole organism of Indian society, umd 
make its healthy growth possibly be set n going at the highest 
pressure all the machinery that could contribute to the attain¬ 
ment of his object. 

His successor was a man of a different stamp, ^ot only In h--'± Ofljouag- 
India, but in England also the appointment of Lord Canning 
caused more wonder tbiin satisfaction* An elegant scholar., a 
wann-hearbed generous man, shy and reserved* but a true friend 
to those who loved him, he had had much experience of affairs, 
and bad proved liimself a creditable administrator" but be had 
needed persuasion tn eater public life at nil: and, though be 
hud never shirked its duties, he bad never pressed forward to 
undertake its responsibilities* or xo win its prises- Lord 
EQenhorough bod offered to take him to India as bis private 
secretary: hut ho bad preferred the chances of office at home* 
and thus lost the opportunity of acquiring a knowledge of 
Indian affairs under a clever statesman* When he was chosen 
ta succeed Dalhousie* he was holding the office of Post¬ 
master-General ; and the conscientious assiduity with which 
he had mastered the unattractive details of bis wort hud won 
for him a seat in the Cabinet. But the high place to which 
ho was now called needed greater qualities. It is hardly 
necessary to say that he Approached his work with a deep 
sense of its importance: indeed* be had a presentiment that 
his tenure of office would bo marked by some great crisis* to 
combat which his faculties would be strained to the utmost. 
r< We mast not forget,” be said, at a banquet given by the 
East India Compauv a few months before bis departure, that 
in the sky of India, serene as it !&, a small cloud um^orise, 







/ 


70 FIRST TEAR OF LORD CANNING S ROLE* 'CHAP. IH» 

lsefi. first no bigger than u man's baud, but which, gTOwing 

larger and larger, nmy at last throaten to burst and over¬ 
whelm ns with ruin.”* But with all bis high sense of 
responsibility he had one grave defect as a ruler- His eon- 
Esoicntiousness was opt to degenerate into ecru pul □ listless. He 
□ever coold bring himself to pronounce a judgment even upon 
the moat urgent questions, until be bad investigated every 
tittle of evidence. Such o h&bit of mind is an admirable 
one in itself: but it is one which a statesman must learn to 
hold in restraint. This Canning never learned to du. When 
he should have struck the guilty, ha wasted precious moments 
in taking elaborate precautions against striking the mno- 
cent.t He was not a weak men; he knew how to confront 
danger calmly ; but he had not the insight that could at 
once discern its form and gauge its dimensions, the salt’ 
reliance that could over-rule the counsellors who underrated 
it, the force that could master it. 

e _it would lave been fortunate for the new Governor- 

Council. General if his advisers had been practical states men Lite 

Outturn, ot Edwardea, or Nicholson- The judgment uf these 
men had been ripened, and their political courage brought to 
the finest temper by hard dangerous work among the people 
of the country : they had firmly grasped the principle that no 
amount of kindness could win either the affection or the 
respect of those people, uidess it were supported by a masterful 
will. Bat the members of the Supreme Council were men cl' 
a softer fibre. Only one of them. General Low, had an 
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adequate knowledge of Ujg natives; and ho bad long pS^ 

Lis prime. The others wore John Darin, John Peter Grant, " ^ 

Baines Peacock, and George Anson, riie Commander-in^ Chief. 

Thtf last-nomed will Lo spoken of hereafter- Grant war? 
unquestionably u very able id an. His recorded minutes show 
that, hi a judgment wfis thoroughly independent, and that he 
hiui the courage of his convictions. But hi a training Lad not 
been a neb as to foster 1 a healthy development of bis powers- 
He was a clever bureaucrat, not a statesman. It is 
unnecessary to attempt to analyse ihe characters of the other 
two. It is enough to say that Lhey T as well bs Grant,, had 
either failed to notice the symptoms that indicated the exist¬ 
ence of a mutinous spirit in the Bengal army, or did not 
realise what appalling consequences muse foliow p if that spirit 
were not instantly and sternly crushed as soon as it should 
manifest itself in avert acts. 

Canning Lad hardly entered upon his duties before hi a AJatra oi 
troubles began. Outrun was anxious to return to England, 
tn recruit Ida ah altered health, and* wishing to leave his work 
in good Lands* urged Canning 10 appoint Henry Ricketts* an 
able Bengal civilian, as Ids successor. Canning would Lave 
acted upon this advice; but the Board of Control interposed. 

Ricketts was preparing a report upon the most effectual mode 
of diminishing the salaries of the Company's servants, it, was 
the old story* Imperial considerations were set at nought 
ibeo, as in the days of Wellesley* whenever they imperilled the 
chance of some sordid and petty gain. Men fit to rule a 
province were not so plentiful that they should have been 
forced to waste their energies m pettifogging calculations- But. 
tho folly of the home authorities might have been harmless, if 
\w unfortunate accident bad nnt deprived Oude for a Lime of 
a vat abler master tbuii RLketts would have been. Iletir) 
Lawrence, whose chivalrous heart yearned to protect the 
people of the newly annexed province from the unsym¬ 
pathetic rule of the modem civilian, and to smooth the wa^ 
li'T their transition from barbarous usage to civilised law, 
offered to serve in Oil tram's pi lice; but* before bis letter 
reached the Govern or-General* i ’overlay Jackson* a srmirl 

revenue otfieur from tbo N ortb -Wu&teru Provinces, had been 
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Appointed officiating Chief Commiwiener of Oude. No more 
anfortunaLte selection could have been made. Jackson was 
best known for the violence of his tamper: hut Canning 
thought that this defect ought not to be allowed to weigh 
against his undoubted abilities, and imagined that he could 
cure it by a gentle warning. Duly ft man of the greatest 
tact and firmness could have reconciled the classes who had 
thriven under the corrupt Derive government to the rigorous 
purity of RrMah rule: but; Jackson had no tact; and bis brm- 
ntf&s showed itself chiefly in a series of contentions, which be 
kept up during the wholo of Ilia administration with ihe 
FiminoitLl Commissioner, Martin Gubbina, a man whose inju¬ 
dicious Rdf assertion was m great as his own.* Rather than 
hate a jot of their miserable pretensions, this pair of officials 
spent the time which they should have devoted to the public 
service in undignified wrangling. Canning contented himself 
with exhorting them to he at peace, and onlv superseded 
Jackson when Ms pertinacity had outraged all patience, and 
when it seemed too lute even for Lawrence to repair tbs mis¬ 
chief which he had done. For the deposed King of Oudc 
wo5 complaining bitterly of the unmanly cruelty with which 
the English were treating his family, even the delicate ladies 
of Ills ztmmia ; and, if these complaints were unfounded,! there 
^ere others, proceeding from the people, which, though Lu 
many cabss un reasons ble, w r ere natural enough. The 
Lalookdars were being summarily deprived of every foot of 
land to which they could not establish a legal title ;J and, 
although in &3L but a very few instances the settlement officers 
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examined their cl aims with scrupulous fairness, they never¬ 
theless bitterly resentsJ the decisions which compel 1 od them 
to surrender those villages which they hud acquired by 
fraud u t violence. Moreover they writhed under the yoke of 
u civilising government* which not away their arbitrary 
powers, and would not permit: them to tyrannise, as they 
had formerly done, over their weaker neighbours. The 
village communities indeed gained by the settlement: but 
it is non likely that they felt tiny real gratitude towards the 
British Government ■ for they were wholly incapable uf appre¬ 
ciating the benevolent motives by which it was actuated, 1 ' 
The numerous dependents of t he late court, the traders who 
bad ministered to its luxury, were suddenly thrown out of 
employment:f the disbandment of the Kings army had 
thrown a vast horde of desperadoes upon the world with hot 
scanty means of subsistence : J the imposition of a heavy tax 
upon opium had inflamed the discontent of the poorer popu- 
Iffldon, who languished without the drug which they could tio 
longer afford to bny; while men with whom lawlessness was 
a tradition, suddenly found themselves judged by tribunate 
which aimed at dispensing equal justice to high and low, but 
which allowed no circumstances to weigh in mitigation of 
their sentences, and, in civil cases, exasperated plaintiff and 
defendant alike by au inflexible adherence to forms and 
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precepts of which they knew nothing,* It was thus that the 
advice of Sleeioan and Henry Lawrence Eo assume the ad- 
minis trillion of Qude in the interests of its inhabitants hud 
been followed. However judiciously carried ant, the change 
of go vena meat, imperatively demanded though it was by every 
principle of right* must have given sore offence to the moat 
influential classes of the population; but, carried out os it 
was, it gave offence to many who might easily Lave been 
conciliated' 

Such were the perils which Henry Lawrence was sailed 
upon to confront when Canning asked him tu undertake the 
administration of Onde. In the Interval between his appoint¬ 
ment and Ida arrival at Lucknow, a still more formidable 
danger arose. A M on I vie, who had for some time past been 
travelling from city to city* and preaching a holy war against 
the infidels, appeared in Fyzaluid, and began to bow sedition 
in the minds of the people, f He was seized and imprisoned: 
but the English* never dreaming that their power could bta 
shaken, were too ud auspicious to appreciate his power fnr 
mischief; and it was not until some months afterwards that 
he was recognised as the chief of a host of conspirators who 
had stirred tip their co-rdigioniatE to rebel against British 
rule. 

Early in the preceding year the politics of Central Asia 
hud begun to engage the Governor-GennraFs attention. So 
fu-r hack 05 ISM, tbe British Ambassador at Teheran had 
been obliged to interfere for dm promotion of Herat agiunsl u 
Persian army which had been eem to reduce it. But. though 
the Shah had agreed to desist from his enterprise, it was 
known that he secretly resented British interference; and 
the Indian Government ausJuualy awaited the inevitable 
rupture. Underrating the British success in the Crimea, the 
Persians resolved to rid them Bid Yes or an alliance from which 
they expected nu advantage, and, by a succession of insults* 
drove the British ambassador to leave their capital. Mean- 
while a revolt had arisen against the ruler of Herat, which 
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the Shull bad perhaps instigated* anil certainly resolved to 
turn to account. Falsely inserting thiit the Amcor, Dost 
Mahomed, was boot upon the annexation of that city, ho 
pretended that ihe duty of self-preservation compelled him to 
anticipate his rival* and equipptid a fresh army, in violation of 
the promise which he had given to the British ambassador. 
Canning waa unwilling to send another force into the dreaded 
regions beyond the north-west frontier: bat the Home 
Gove mine nt decreed that the Shah's perfidy must be punished, 
and ordered an expedition to be despatched to fcho Persian 
Golf. The Bombay Govern mom, which provided the bulk of 
the troop a* was nil owed to nominate their commander* and 
sent General Stalker at the bead of the first expeditionary 
force. But, when Gutram heard that there was to he war, bis 
enfeebled energies were reinvigorated by the thought that there 
waa work for h im to do ; and, undertaking Eo perform both 
the political and the military duties of the expedition, be 
sailed towards die end of 1E5E for Bombay. 

It is needless to detail die operations which he so success¬ 
fully superintended : for the Persian war only affected the 
course of the Mutiny by affording an opportunity for securing 
the friendship of Dost Mahomed, the inveterate enemy ol 
Pends. 

In order to make it clear hmv this opportunity had arisen, 
and how it was used, ii will bo necessary to review the rela¬ 
tions that Lad subsisted for somij years previously between the 
British Government and Dost Mahomed. In Colonel 
Mackeson, the Commissioner of Penhpmii, was assassinated. 
It weis conjectured that the assassin had been instigated by 
a fanatical mollah* of Cabal; and the conjecture was 
supported by the fact that the hitter feelings created by the 
policy of Auckland in the hearts of the Af ghans were still 
alive. No one understood those feelings belter* or deplored 
them marc than the officer who waa appointed as Maekesons 
successor, Herbert Edwardes, the hero of MoolUn* Besolviog 
to heal tbcrUj and seeing that he could only do so by effecting 
a radical change in the British policy towards Afghanistan, he 
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’wrote to Dalhousie, unking for permission to negotiate n treaty 
with Dost Mahomed, on the principle that bygones should 
be bygones. Dalhousie, in reply, gave him full liberty to 
act as be might think host, remarking that such ft treaty* 
though difficult of attainment, was most desirable. But -Toltn 
Lawrence, the Chief Commissioner of the Fnujflub, thought 
differently. Again and again he told Edwardes that Boat 
Mahomed would never agree to a treaty, and would not 
observe it if he did; nnd exerted all his influence to convince 
Dalhousie of the futility of the idea. Balhausic, however, was 
not to bo seduced from his opinion;* and the tact and trans¬ 
parent sincerity of Ed war ties completely won the confidence 
of Boat Mahomed. Whan nil the preliminaries had been 
arranged, Edwardes received a letter- from Bidhonflie* written 
in tonus of the most cordial approval, and empowering him, 
inasmuch us be bad alone conceived and worked out the idea 
of the treaty, to act as the sole signatory- But Ed warden 
was one of those rare characters to whom the public good is 
dearer than the gratification of personal ambition. He wrote 
to Dalhoiieic i n reply, urging that the stability of the treaty 
would be increased if the highest authority in the Piiujanb 
were to affix bis signature to iL Dalhousie recognised the 
wisdom of the advice; t and in March, 1855, John Lawrence 
on the one side, and Hyder All Khan* the eldest son of Boat 
Mahomed* on the other, signed a treaty which bound the 
Afghani to be friends of our friends and enemies of our 
enemieg.J When the Persian war broke out, Edwardes saw 
that n further development of his policy was required. On 
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the ground that he had cleared lie desired to erect a bulwark 
which should defend the British end the Afghans against the 
assaults of their common enemies* Ha therefore urged 
Canning to secure the friendship of Dust Mahomed by 
granting him substantial aid against the Persians. Lawrence 
again opposed the suggestion of fria lieutenant :* but it t™ 
impossible to overlook the importance of making use of the 
Ameer's enmity to Persia ; and accordingly Canning, though, 
remembering the events of 1841, he would not send a British 
force to co-operate with die Afghans, declared himself ready 
to subsidise any Afghan force which should inarch again Rt the 
Shah. The Ameer was invited to a conference; and in 
January, 1857, he met Lawrence and Edwardes at the entrance 
of the Khyber Pass, and discussed with them the terms of a 
treaty which both parties equally desired. After repcnliid 
communications with the Calcutta Government, it was agreed 
that the British should furnish the Ameer with four thousand 
stand of arum, and a subsidy of a l«c of rupees a month, and 
that, in return, the Ameer should maintain an army of 
eighteen thousand men to act against Persia* and allow a 
British Mission to enter Mr country, to watch over the 
expenditure of the subsidy,t 1 have made an alliance/ 1 ' 
suid Doat Mahomed, "with the British Government, and* 
come what may. 1 will keep it till death/ 1 

A Inter chapter of this history will show how triumphantly 
rite policy that hud led to the conclusion of this treaty was 
vindicated. The credit of that policy belonged, of right, to 
Herbert Edw&rdes alone. But years passed aw ay; and the 
act to which ha looked hack with just pride ns the moat 
valuable service that he hud been permitted to render to his 
country was not declared to he Ms, John Lawrence had then 
tiie opportunity of making a noble return for the scILabnc- 
gutioo which his lieutenant had practised towards hinn It 
was tor him to place the facts ill their true light; nnd a 
standing boldly forward, to point lo the man who would not 


Lawrence 1 nfter-UftniF that, “hr matte* i-t Imrn tnnawl ant In 

Hhulcafcm, the 1 si# >i mnj^6;uniti M with iha _VmiM-r wrn yctt fortuiLRtc.^ 
tfl A™* iMUtrMjhm JmMtit 24 Jnly 4 105*, p. 151* 
f AJ tchiflo*, tuL ii pp. 441-3. 


tft". 






78 FIB3T YEAR OF LOBD CAHJflRG's ROLE. CHAP. Ill, 


1836, 


ileneml Her- 
Tioe Enlist- 
m eni Act. 


otter a word to exalt himself at the cost of another, nod to 
gav h Honour to him, to whom honoor is duo." Had he done 
so, be might indeed have lost some portion uf h\s reputation 
for statesmanship: hut he would have earned a glory as pore 
and imperishable ns that which illuminates die self-sacrifice 
of Outturn. But he preferred to claim for himself the credit 
of a policy which he had not only not originated, hsu bnd 
persistently opposed; and history., while acknowledging that 
part of his fame was indeed honestly won* is farced to expose 
the rottenness of the foundation upon which the other part 
was baaed.* 

Before the conclusion of the second treaty T tt measure had 
been passed which filled up the sum of the sepoy's purely 
professional grievances, and made him still more disposed to 
cast about for cithers. Of the sis Bengal regimenta that were 
atone liable for genera] service* three were in 18SB doing duty 
in Pegu * and two of these were entitled to he relieved within 
a few months. None of the other three was available for iheir 
relief. But. although it was thus impossible to send a single 
Bengal regiment by ae* to the Burmese coast, there would 
have been no breach of faith towards the army in sending the 
required number by land. Unfortnnately* however, a part of 
the road was impassable t imd the difficulty of clearing it in 
time presented an almost insnpcrable obstacle to the use of 
the overland route. Canning, iu bis perplexity, bethought 
him of the Madras army* which waa enlisted for general 
service: but the Southern Presidency was naturally unwilling 
to rouse diaooiiteui among its awn troops by calling upon 
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them to furnish a permanent garrison to fi country which lay 
properly within the sphere of the Bengal uroiy. Nothing 
bnt ll radical reform could beip the Governor-Genem! 
out of bis difficulty. Exasperated at the absurdity of 
the prejudices that had involved him in it, and bad 
been the sourer of constantly increasing trouble to the state, 
he resolved that thenceforth he would bo the master oi his 
own army* and on the 2otb of July issued a General Order 
which decreed that no recruit should for the future be 
accepted who would not undertake to march whithersoever hi a 
services might be required. 11 There is no fear/' he wrote o 
few months later* "of feelings of caste being excited by the 
new enlistment regulations in the Bengal army/' He tie- 
iieivBd himself- for, while he was writing* recruiting officers 
were complaining that high-caste men had begun to shrink 
from entering the service, which dieir brethren had once 
needed no persuasion to join ; and old sepoys were whispering 
to each other their fears that the oaths of the new recruits 
were binding upon themselves also* About the sam& time 
that the General Servioe Enlistment Act bad been passEd, an 
ill-judged parsimony bad dictated another measure, namely 
that sepoys declared unfit for foreign sendee should no 
longer be allowed to retire on invalid pensions* bat bp 
utilised for the performance of cantonment duty ;* and shortly 
before, it had been decreed that all sepoys without exception 
should thenceforth pay the regular postage for their letiers 
instead of sending them under Lbe frank of their command ant. f 
Thane apparently trifling changes seriously added tu tbs 
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existing irritation- The Bcpoya were now in a mood to 
believe any lie that reflected discredit upon the OoveniraeuC 
Seeing that the warlike Bikhs were favoured by the rearm ring 
sergeum, they persuaded themselves that tin an Lira Sikh army 
of thirty thousand men w&b to be raised to supersede therm 
They listened to the suggestions of clever agitatora, who 
a.?6ured them that the Queen bod herself neat out Lord 
Canning fur the express purpose of concerting them, and that 
the General Borneo Enlistment Act was only the first step in 
his career of persecution. They sow iu the rumoured support 
of missionary societies by Lord Canning, in the rumoured zeal 
of Lady Canning for the cu&TOrtioiL of native women, evidences 
of the @iime spirit of proselytism, As a matter of fact, neither 
the Governor-General nor his wife had done more than those 
who hud gone before them. But it was not unnatural that they 
should be suspected of having done so* For* little more than 
u year before, the missionaries hud publishdd u manifesto 
which went to prove that the railways and steamships of the 
European, by fuuiliLuting the material union of all races of 
men, were to be the indirect instruments for accomplishing 
their spiritual union under one faith. Regarded as a plain 
invitation by Government lu join the Christian religion, this 
paper noosed great excitement amongst Lhp natives of Bengal; 
and William Tayler, the Commissioner of Put net, reported 
upon the especially dangerous feelings which it had awakened 
amongst the bigoted Mahometans of his Division. A reassur¬ 
ing proclamation, which the Lieutenant- Govern or of Beta gal 
issued in consequence of this warning, did not lessen the 
general alarm ; for the people believed that a Government 
which could meditate their conversion would Be? quite capable 
of making a false Statencut to lull their suspicious. Nor 
were the professed ministers of the Gospel the only inis- 
sioitflries* Certain earnest - minded ofEcerBj of whom a 
Colonel Wlielcr was ilia moat prominent, preached to their 
men with the enthusiasm of Cromwell's captains, and brought 
down upon themselves the displeasure of Government by their 
z.>id T + And* though Canning was himself guiltless of the 
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proscl ytmm with wkicL bo was uliargd, he innocently 
incurred obloquy by giving formal sanation to the bill pre¬ 
pared by Dalhouaie for the removal of all legal obstacles to 
the marriage of Hindoo widows The exci lemeut and alarm 
which tins combination of causes produced were not confined 
to the sepoys; for these men had friends or relations in every 
village, and were especially connected by the ties of kin¬ 
ship with dm population of Glide and the North-Western 
Provinces, where our ruin had provoked the most bitter 
animosities liut why should they think that Government 
wished to convert them ? Their imaginations supplied a 
plausible answer. Tile white man was bent upon tilling nwav 
their caste, and making them Christians, in order that, no 
fonger hesitating to eat bis strengthening food, or to embark 
in his ships, they might he able to go forth at his bidding, lis 
warriors endowed with now vigour, to gratify bis insatiable 
ambition by fresh conquests. This, if they eonld help it, 
they were resolved that they would never do. They had served 
the effete Fcringhees for scanty wages long enough. Their 
own day was coming now. Vague ambitions arose in their 
hearts. Sooner or later, they would vindicate tbe honour of 
religion; they would enrich themselves by plunder; they 
would collect die revenues; they would drive the white up- 
starts into the seru And now* as if to give confidence to the 
disaffected* and to shake the loyalty of tbe faithful* an old 
Hindoo prophecy was raked up, which said that in the year 
1-^7, the hundredth since its foundation by ilu- victory of 
■Plassey,, the British Empire was to bn destroyed.*- 

Infuriated by real grievances* haul] Led by groundless fears, 
tossed about by idle rumours r the enemies of British rule 
wsre 9 dll afraid to strike* when the arch-agitator* lighted by 
im accident upon Lhe spell, the potency o( which was to 
bhome the pent-up passions of their dupes* and nerve them 
to revolt. 

A few idle words betrayed the existence of this engine of TTh* 
rebellion* One day in January* 1857, a Lascar, attached to CiTtrfl1 * tfc 
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the magazine at Dum-Dum near Calcutta, asked a sepoy of 
the garrison to give him a drink of water from his lotah.* 
Nettled by the haughty reply that the ’vessel would be con¬ 
taminated by the lips of a low-onsto man, the Las ear retorted 
that the Bepoywould booh be deprived uf Ids caste altogether; 
for tha Government was busy manufacturing cartridges 
greased with the fat of cows or swine, and the sepoys would 
have to hits the forbidden substance before loading. 

It is hard to convey to the mind of an English reader an 
adequate idea of the force of the shock beneath which the 
imagination of that Brahmin must have reeled when ho heard 
these words. It was all true, then, he must have felt. The 
Government were really bent upon ruining him. They had 
devised an expedient which, under the specious pretext of 
putting a better weapon into his hands, was to destroy Ids 
caste, his hono®, Ms social position, everything that made 
life worth having, and to pave the way for Lis perversion to 
Christianity, It must be remembered that not faith, not 
righteonaneas, but ritual was the essence of his religion. For 
him to be told that he was to touch with his lips the fat of 
the cow was as appalling as it wonld Lave Leon to a niiidimval 
Catholic to listen to the sentence of eioomniunicatiou.t 
Yet it was all a delusion, There was some foundation for 
what the I.oscar said ; that was all. The manufacture of 
greased cartridges to be used with the new End eld rifle, which 
was superseding the old musket, had long been going on ; but 
none were destined to ho issued to the sepoys. Greased 
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cartridges were no novelty, They liftJ first been Bent out to 
India in 1S53, Colonel Tucker, who was then Adjutant- 
General of the Bengal army, at ones foreseeing the alarm 
which they might cause, had warned his superiors agfunst 
issuing them to the native troops until it should have been 
distinctly ascertained that the grease was inoffensive: hut his 
latter had gone no further then to the Board which was at 
that time vested with military authority at Calcutta. Colonel 
Birch, the Military Secretary, who had fallen under the ban n| 
Charles Napier, was accused by the old general's admirers 
of having neglected Ttinker's solemn warning* But, in 
fact, he never received that warning. It was tlio Military 
Board that neglected it; and on the Board the chief blame 
must lievf 

At the time, however, the neglect produced no evil results. 
The cartridges wero issued to certain sepoy regiments, to test 
the powers of the new riilc, and were received without a 
murmur. In 1356 simitar cartridges began to be aotually 
manufactured in India j and at Mwrnt Brahmin factory-boys 
handled the grease without a thought of its affecting their 
cestc. It was not till the Lascar blurted out the truth that the 
nobs of alarm was- struck, 

The terrified Brahmin rushed off to tell hit comrades: and 
from them tbs report flew in all directions with the lightning- 
like rapidity with which news, and especially bad news, travels 
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iQ India..* The ugilfitora who were preaching sedition in 
secret, hailed the story wit!) delight, and, as they retailed it 
to their disciples, clothed it with new terrors. The Brahmins 
of Calcutta, the most cunning' and the most formidable of 
their order, taught their brethren in iho North-Western 
Provinces to turn it to account for the excitement of the caste 
prejudices of the whole Hindoo population. The agents of the 
King of Onde, who was then living in Calcutta, used it to 
increase the odium of those who had deprived him of his 
throne. It wae by such means that this crowning professional 
grievance of the sepoys was. twisted into a grievance affecting 
their co-religionists of every condi tion. 

The effects were instantly manifest. General Hearsay, who 
I’omioandcd. the Presidency Division, reported on tho 28th of 
January that there was ill-feeling among his men. At 
liurrackpore and at Raneegunge, where was stationed a wing 
of the 2nd Bengal Grenadiers, a Barrackpore regiment, the 
sepoys nightly vented their rage Ly setting fire to public 
buildings and their officers' bungalows, There was hardly ft 
man of the four regiments at these two stations who did not 
see in the manufacture of the greased cartridges a foul plot for 
the destruction of his religion. Bat official routine hindered the 
prompt action which might possibly have nipped the evil in 
tbs bud. Lieutenant Wright, who cotauiended the detach* 
ment to which the Brahmin belonged, reported dm story of 
Lho Lascar on the SiSnd of January. General Hearsay, 
through whom the report passed, wisely appended to it a 
recammondutiua that the sepoys should be allowed to grease 
tboir own cartridges as they pleased : hut the report had to 
puss through a series of offices before it reached the Govern- 
incut; and it was not till the 2Bth that Hearsay board of the 
approval of his suggestion. It was too late. The day before, 
u native officer ul Earraekporc, as if itnwilling to believe in the 
wicked intentions which were imputed to his rulers, had asked 
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whether eitiy orcl l.* r s hail been received about the oiirtridgcs ; 18*7. 

and hie. commanding officer could only nnswerg Xo* 

Meanwldle the Military Secretary had begun to ask for that. Aflfctmi 
m form ft ti on about the cartridges which he n eight, long before 
to have obtained. Finding that none bad yet been issued to 
the native army, he telegraphed to the Adjutant-Gen era] Jan. 27 . 
tif Bee that nil cartridges issued from (die factor)- at Meerut 
were free from greaso, and leave the men to use whatever 
material they liked best; and warned the commandants of the 
Hide Depots at Umballah and Bealkoto not to allow anv 
grcaaed cartridges that might have been issued tn be need. 

Finally, Le recommended that the ComtnBnder-m-Chief should 
be directed to proclaim to the army that no greased cartridges 
were to be issued to them, and that they mighE use whatever 
material they thought proper. But Canning allowed him anil' 
lo be- persuaded by the Adjutant-General to reject, this 
advice on the grntiud that, as Lbe sepoys at Meerut had long 
been in the habit of using mutton-fat for their cartridges, the 
General Order, by suggesting to their minds the idea of an 
objectionable grease, might set rbem thinking that the grease 
which they had hitherto used involved some offence to their 
caste. He should have reflected that, as the fear of the 
greased cartridges must anyhow soon reach the sepoys at 
Meerut, the General Order could do no harm, and might do 
good. But perhaps the incident was only important as 
showing how easily the Governor-General could be led by his 
advisers; for the fniitlcssness of the proclamation that had 
been iotended to soothe the fears that had been aroused by the 
missionary manifesto of 1850 hud shown bow difficult it was 
to eradicate ii delusion onco Hrmly fixed in the mind of a 
native. 

Proof weig Boon forthcoming that the dulusion of the ivimr-i 
greased cartridges bad taken root. While common sense 
dictated the necessity of early isolating all tainted regiments, Native 
mdiLary routine allowed two detachments of the 34th Native Infailtr:Fh 
Infantry to march on special duty from Barrackpore to 
Berhampore. Qu arriving there, they were au^uously 
questioned about the truth of the cartridge story by the 
mon of the Iflth, who had caught the alarm some three weeks 
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before, but hod Leer for the moment iniuquillieed by the 
explanations of their com to end ant. What they heard from 
the 34ill reawakened their fears, On tbe evening of the 
next day tliear command an C, Colonel Mitchell, was informed 
that they bad refused to receive their percussion caps for the 
following morning's parade, on the ground that they wnv 
auspicious of the cartridges. A judicious ofBner would have 
at least tried the effect of quietly explaining to the men the 
tin reason nb [on ess of their fears. Hitch ell, however, hastened 
in hot. passion to tbe lines,+ and spoke so angrily to the 
sepoys that they felt sure their fears were well founded. 
They could not believe that their colonel would allow himself 
to threaten Llieni so savagely if ho was not uneasily conscious 
of the injustice of bis cause. They therefore remained where 
they were, sullen and fearful, while Mitchell relumed to hia 
quarters, harassed by the thought of coming danger, and 
not knowing how he could meet it without a single company 
of British soldiers to aid him. lie was not kept long iii 
suspense. Just after be had Iain down, he heard tbe sound 
of drums and angry voices coming from the lines. He 
knew that mutiny was upon him. Wlmt was he to do ' J 
lie must either try si agio-hand ad to pacify a regiment of 
mutineers, or attempt tbs hazardous experiment of coercing 
Ins native infantry with his native cavalry and artillery. 
He chose tbe latter course. Hastily dressing, be summoned 
his officers, ordered the cavalry and artillery to the hues, 
and, going thither himself, found the ILkh drawn up, trem¬ 
bling with tear, ihe sight of tbdr comrades, ready, as 
they imagined, to Are upon them, increased their agitation. 
Then, for the second time, the colonel began to threaten 
fiercely his panic stricken soldiers, who, like beasts mud- 
dcued with fear, might at any moment turn upon Ulrj.se 
whom they believed to he seeking their lives. Seeing what 
a dreadful effect his words were producing, the "native 
officers pressed forward, and implored him to calm t be 
men’s f^irs by withdrawing the force which hud been 
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brought up to overawe them. If once they saw that they 1&flT < 

were not to be compelled by violence to use the dreaded 
cartridges, tbev would Iny down their arms without demur. 

Mitchell saw that he hud placed himself in n false position. 

He could not act a pan the advice of the officers without 
vieidmg a moral victory to Lis men. He could not dia- 
regard that advice with out provoking a mutiny* And then, 
what if the cavalry and artillery should sympathise with 
tiio mutineers instead of acting against them ? Clutching 
at a com promise, he said that be would withdraw his 
supporting force, but would certainly hold a parade of all 
anus in the morning. Rnt r when flic native officers again 
interposed* warning him that bo would thus only defer the 
outbreak, lie saw that be must yield altogether. 

Then he departed, and left his men at leisure to reflect 
on what they bad done. They bad taken the lead in 
mutiny; but r when they reassembled in tbe morning, there 
was depression rather than exultation in their demeanour. 

They seemed ashamed of them selves; and, though they 
continued to show in various ways that they wete still 
haunted by suspicion, they discharged their dudes thence¬ 
forth wirii obedience and punctuality. It was Impossibk- 
lo overlook their conduct i but it was equally impossible to 
punish it with due promptitude ; for no European troops 
could he spared to coerce them* The falseness of the 
economy that had weakened the surest support of British 
supremacy wag now too clear. All that Canning could do 
w &!5 to send for the fcUth Regiment from Rangoon.* 

Before the regiments at Barraukporc handed on tbs torch ^™l 
to their brethren at Berhampore, they had worked themselves 
into a state of feverish excitement. When the order to 
allow them to use their own grease was issued, their diseased 
fancy suggested that the shining cartridge paper must contain 
grease. The paper was analysed and reported harmless ; hut 
still they refused to be comforted. At last Hearsay* who F-nb 9 . 
spoke thesr language like themselves and knew them better 
than they knew themselves, paraded them, and tried to con- 
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viuee them that they bad nothing to fear, Qis attempt 
ought to have made it (.dear to the GarsnuueDt that the mud- 
neea of their army was not to be cured by any soothing 
remedy: for. though Ida speech could not have Lem improved 
upon, its good effects were only transient When the 34tli, 
with whose fears there was hir more of ID-feeling mixed than 
with those of the Barham pore regiment, heard what tiio latter 
had done, their surliness increased ; and, marvelling that their 
comrades went unpunished, they began to dread that, under 
the mash of leniency, Government was preparing ibr the 
whole brigade some terrible doom. But the Governor- 
Generul had no desire to he hard upon them. tie 
sympathised with their doubts and scruples, and was only 
anxious to remove them as gently as he could. Accord¬ 
ingly he accepted a suggestion that the sepoys should be 
allowed to pinch off the ends of their cartridges instead of 
biting them, and so avoid the taste of the paper.* The con¬ 
cession was, an might have been expected, useless. Habit, 
the sepoys objected, would mate them use their teeth instead 
of their lingers. Meanwhile, Hearscy had resolved to try the 
effect of another speech. Again he assured his men that 
there was no design against their caste or their religion, and 
that, as they hud not been convicted of any crime, they need 
fear no punishment. That was to be kept for those who had 
deserved it, the mutinous Isidi. 

This was the part of Hearsey's address that had most effect 
upun his hearers. Thinking over tliu fate that was in store 
for their comrades, they paid no heed to die assurance that 
they need have no fear for themselves. Twelve days later 
Lieutenant Baugh, adjutant uf the 34 th, was in his quarters, 
when the havildar>ma]Qrf' came funning in to report thut 
there was more than the usual excitement in the lines, and 
that one men, holder than tie rest, had proclaimed himself a 
mutineer. Promptly riding towards die lines, tbe adjutant 
saw u single sepoy, Darned Mungnj Tandy, marching up uud 
down iu front of the quarter-guard, catling upon his comrades 
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to join him, and strike u blow for their religion, and threaten¬ 
ing to shoot the first European whom ho saw. Suiting the 
notion to the wofd t the mutineer hud no sooner seen the 
adjutant than he fired at him from behind the shelter of 
the BLatinn*gon p and brought his horse to the grotidii Baugh 
sprang unhurt to his foot, advanced nn the mutineer, and fired 
ut him, but ipissed T Then began a desperate hand-to-bami 
encounter. The mutineer drew his tulwar,* md slashed the 
adjutant across his left bond nod neck. The sergeant‘major 
uf the regiment rushed to support his ofilcer: huL the sepoy 
was a mutch for them both. Hard by stood the guard of 
twenty sepoys looking on unconcerned; and, when the 
sergeant-major shouted to their jemadar + for aid, he made no 
attempt to bring them forward, and even suffered them to 
strike their helpless officers with the- butt-ends of their 
muskets. One imm on.lv, a Mahometan mimed Sheikh 
PflltOQj came to help the struggling Europeans, and held the 
mutineer while they escaped. Meanwhile, other European 
officers were hurrying lo the spot. One of them, Colonel 
Whelcrcff the 3Uh, ordered the guard to seize the mutineer ; 
but uo one obeyed him. Then Grant, the brigadier of the 
station, interposed hia superior authority :J but still the guard 
paid no heed. The solitary hut successful mutineer was still 
taunting Ins comrades for allowing him lo fight thoir battles 
u n id Jed ; the British officers, their authority despised* wen? 
still looking belplesslv on ; when their chief with his two sons 
rode up ac a gallop to the ground. Indignantly he asked 
Lis officers why they had not arrested the mutineer* They 
answered that the guard would not obey orders, H Not obey 
ardors/ said Heaffcey, significantly p Siting to his rerolver? 
“ listen to me; tin: fir at mau who refuses to march when 1 give 
the word is a dead in an. Quick,. marchS^§ Sullenly the 
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nai! nH€«d rheaa * n] h , iviticLi ire ijugtad liy Cav(?-Brai* ni]:, but UjjU im 
had piijiiiad tua r*To|»fr it the jemadar, n?nJ “enift iu a egummulln|f and 
psrcmptaiy Tciico , 1 * Up «[uick and foSJew me , 4 * 
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guard submitted, and followed their master to arrest Mcmgnl. 
Bandy; but he too saw that the Any was lost T and in despair 
tamed his musket against himself. He fell wounded; but he 
did not save himself from a felon's death/* 

The general had suppressed open mutiny ; but he could not 
binder secret mischief. Next day Urn 19 ii M who had marched 
quiet]y and penitently down from Berhampore, knowing 
that, when they reached their goul t they were to he disbanded, 
were met at Barasntby some emissaries from the 34 Lh, who 
urged them to join that regiment in slaughtering the European 
officers- Bul i[je Iftth atoned for their past sins Ivy resisting 
the tempters, and marched on sadly to Barraekpore. There, 
on the last day of March, confronted by two field batteries 
ami nil the European and native troops that could be 
mustered, they listened to their sentence, piled their a no e in 
obedience to the order which it conveyed., and received their 
Inst issue of pay. Then, with Hearsay s kind fare well ring¬ 
ing in their cars, they went their way, cheering their old 
general ; for they knew that, while he punished, he forgave 
them. 

Very different was the treatment of the sullen ft 1th. 
Mungul Bandy was indeed tried and sentenced on the 0th of 
April, and executed two days later. Bui though the jemadar 
who had forbidden his men to aid their o Akers wfis sente need 
on the I Jth p his execution was delayed till the 2Iat P t owing 
to tt difficulty which routine threw in the wav. Worse still, 
the men them Reives, who had struck their defenceless officers, 
were suffered to go absolutely unpunished, because the 
Governor-General feared that any bifity act of retribution 
would confirm instead of allaying the evil temper of the 
army. He did not know that the army Attributed his 
leniency not to humanity but to fear. 

The records of the proceedings of Government during those 
months are indeed a melancholy, though not iinedifying col¬ 
lection. W bile the Governor*General ought to have been 


* Letter in Calcutta AtitU 4. lRuT * Part R»u T1 „ . 
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0.01Iiigp he was wasting Ills time in trying tn solve casuistical 1S3 "- 
pnzzJes* writing elegant minutes, and devising elaborate 
expedients for coaxing tbe sepoys into accepting the curt- 
ridges. Tbe cartridges would have offered no terrors no 
troops who wore under a strict, discipline* and who bad an 
affectionate eonfideuce in their officers. John Jacob's irregu¬ 
lars laughed at the idea that any sensible roan could 
possibly object tu them, ^iueli n heal thy state of mind was 
not indeed to he expected from ilie Bengal sepoys ; hut they 
were not beyond tbe reach of it drastic remedy. When a 
number of men arc possessed by u del lie ion, to endeavour 
Ld reason away each successive development of their morbid 
fancies is the surest way to encourage the fertility of the 
JntteTp Even if the cartridges had been altogether with¬ 
drawn, matters would not lilve been mended : the sepoys 
would simply bn to felt that the Government was afraid of 
them. If Canning had understood their characters, be 
would have seen that it was his duty to giro one clear and 
patient explanation uf the harmless character of the cartridges 
that were being issued; then tn peremptorily ins 1 st on their 
being accepted and used ; aud to puuisb wit it terrific severity 
the first man, if necessary the Is the regime at j that- disobeyed- 

Lang before this the infection had spread beyond die Rsrhunwai at 
furthest limits of the North-Western Provinces. Ill the hhnMiili. 
middle of March the Cummatidei:-in-Chief, when escorted by 
the flbih Native Infantry* was engaged on a tour of inspec¬ 
tion* h-id arrived at Um ball ah. Two non-commissioned 

officers belonging to a detachment of the JtHh, which was 
already at dm station, ran out to welcome their comrades; 
hut, instead of receiving the cheery greeting which they 
expected, wore railed at as perverts to Christianity, landfall 
o| tbe accursed cartridges. The miserable men ran lu the 
musketry instructor of their regiment. Lieu Leo ant Maitinauu, 
and ,to!d him what had befallen them, Ife saw at once the 
terrible significance of their story, and promptly took pains 
to ascertain the feelings of the troops by whom he was 
thoroughly trusted. Next day ho reported, us the resellL of M.ir -a 20. 
his enquiries, to the Assistant Adjutant-General that the whole 
Bengal army was labouring under a dread of conversion, and 
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imd resolved to treat as outcasts any men who should degrade 
UMnuhn by using the cartridges. The Commandor-in- 
L'i tried himself to soothe the men of the station; bat 
onabla to address them except through an interpreter, he was 
not likely to succeed when Hestreev had failed. The native 
ofheers listened respectfully to his arguments, but private ]y 
to i Martmeau that, though their owu fears hod been removed, 
L 10 genersd fears of the army remained. Must they obey tho 
order to use the cartridges, they piteously asked, when obedi¬ 
ence would cast them out frum the society of their comrades 
and even of their owu families. Anscn was sorely perplexed! 
He was on willing to discontinue rifle practice at the depot 
in deference to prejudices which his best native officers 
admitted to be ground leas ; but, when those officers told him 
rim, unless they yielded to the groundless prejudices, their 
lives would be made a burden to them, he waa loth to be 

6tfT ?- e ‘ : V 1 USt : bomT - l!je Governor-General pat an end 
to fan difficulties by deciding that concision would be 
weakBuas. 

As soon els this decision Jiad been made known to the men, 
ires Leguu to break out in the Government buildings and thn 
officers bungalows. The authorities, who hnd net vet learned 
that incendiarism was the regular symptom of coming mutiuv 
were long tumble to hud a clue to the origin of these out! 
rages. Courts of enquiry were held; but no one would come 
forward to give evidence. Later on, however, a hut hdoturinir 

0 * 7*17 atla ° h .*! t0 tLe mua ketry school iiiMonBre" 
-n he following night five Imts belungiug to meil of ^ eoth 

Native Infantry, were burned down. Ths fanner was dearly 

au expression of the hatred foil towards the musketry school 

TAT ,f ,77^*7 U&e tht ' The latter was 

been the work of sepoys. Towards the end of April this 

LT?h 7 77 r V ** CVidcnL ^ uf * ** J 

to the school, Who rni that the men had sworn to horn down 

Mgs “ " r "°” Bc &i *•— 
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Thna r within three months after the Lascar Lad told his ^ BJ | 
story f it had become (in article of faith with nino tenths of the The inraE-dojit 
sepoys in Northern India. Meanwhile another delusion hnd 
fixed itself in their minds. PersniLded that Government had 
concocted this hellish plot for the dost me ti on of their caste, 
they could easily believe that, if it could not force its uuclean 
cartridges upon them* it would find some other engine of 
pollution. The new* fable said that the officers ware mixing 
duat ground from the bones of cows with the Hour for their 
men s nee, and throwing it into the wells. There had beep 
like stories at earlier periods of Anglo-Indian history; Vut 
the timers had never before been so favourable for their circu- 
intion. That the present belief was no sham was proved h^ 
the conduct of the men at Cawupone* who, though the flour 
sold there bad risen far above its usual price, refused to touch 
a cheap supply sent specially down from Meerut, because they 
feared that it had been adulterated. And, while this pew lie 
wos adding to the perplexities of die K English, they were 
asking each other what could be the meaning of a mysterious 
phenomenon which bad startled them a tew weeks before.. In 
January a strange symbol, the flat cake or chupatty which 
forma die staple food of the Indian people* began to pass 
from village to villiige through tlie length and breadth of 
the North-Wes tern Provinces* like tbo fiery cross that 


TUB cllTLJLttt- 

tte«. 


summoned the clansmen of Roderick to battle. Here and 
there a magistrate tried in vain to stop the distribution. The 
meauing of the portent Las never been positively discovered ; 
but it as certain that many taf the natives regarded it aa u 
warning that Goverumoot was plotting the overthrow of their 
religion.* Whether or not the authors of tho distribution 
intended to create this belief* the belief itself had its share in 
unsettling men's minds. 

Meanwhile at Delhi, where lelmiidur Shah* the aged repre- 


1 Se-p eTidal m isidlucind by Kiiyn T tol, j. pp, 63if-3 r iJn tho other band, 
Majrtr WBliamH \n hSi J frmo. tm the jib/Hiy o/ jl/amf wrote ■■ The chruklJun 
of dtupiittiiift ait nli- rtlT bcfnzv 11 1 o uuilsrfcnk, Hiu u#b appearing to ua mwl 
myEt£n 4 U Jind atiNpJdflup, yj't, it Wft titty credit tho -itir.amenta el them* I 
have quantLoned ou iiu* . „ *\ahfci«t regardedby ifanfia a=iai3 ill tuuen, 

hut aappuapij to Lav* n rlg-innl^d in p. 4. Tiin truth nvidtulLy Id 

that the ehupattitE n^fnfduwl dit'Uj re Fitly in dinerant slietrk"M 
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seutative of ih a honse of Ti incur* war still suffered to hold 
hh court, the news of the gathering disloyalty of the sepoys 
had begun to stir the smouldering embers of Mahometan 
fanaddsm into flame. It wits of the hat importance lo the 
English to keep a firm bold upon that city ; for it contained 
a vast magazine stored ’with munitions of war which were 
pHtcticLLlly inexhaustible. Yet they had permitted the palace, 
which dominated the magazine, to remain in the hands of a 
Mahometan prince^ and, with incredible folly, had neglecred 
to post a single company of British soldiers to keep a check 
upon the native garrison** And now the hearts of the 
Mahometan b were Leating Fast in the expectation of great 
political changes by which their city was again So become the 
Imperial city of India, It was universally believed that a 
vast Russian army was soon coming to expel the English. A 
native journal announced that Dost Mahomed 5 the pretended 
ally of the GrjvertmreGoncra], was secretly encouraging Persia 
to resist him. The courtiers in the recesses of the palace 
talked <<f a general mutiny of the sepoy army as an event sure 
to happen soon, and believed that it. would restore the Sing 
iq the position of bis ancestors* and advanoo their own 
fortunes* The King* though for his part he never behoved 
that the sepoys would rally round one so poor and so fallen 
as himself, fancied that* if the British Government were to be 
overthrown* a new dominant power would arise T which would 
treat him more respectfully and considerately than its pre¬ 
decessor had doDG.i - 


- fEb-vr- (voLiL jk 17, not l\) hbt * that Sir Chartw tfapier, wind Conmutiideir- 
irt-Ctili-f, diil ni-it by any upon thp ffict that no European troops u-i-rn 

)Ki>Led m l>i'lfci.S. Ho jpwysmi Jmt* ■]uin.- In hln fifflafrj i:** irnjwpondMittH ; hm 
In a priTRtr UlXtt la m flcrttitwy IifFiiiiir 1|*? wrola *• Man tram all puti of AfcU 
meal in Delhi. iuni Eoma day or other wcuh nsi^rhief wit] batched withbi 
ibflufitflty wflliH + and no Eurnpaim traopa ni luutd, I bjive fiu i Hmlldn iw 
thi- nlli^iin^e rjf tout b^b-rasta marreutuirf *~—Hitf wry n/tU tfi'tyt of Urih 
hy an Ojncfr vrhf ¥rrr rd fh*rt, p, 1 note. 

t JEviiJourn tfcktttt before th* Court appointed fut thn Trial i.f tlnr Kby n f 
t'plhi, pp- US, ISO* V*\ T |G7. Tbi* Boemfl the ti0%i pt&on tc. *peak ut a 
pimrbwiMlSitnt purporting to none frnin tbi*, Stall at Pr^ia. wbiub naattHl 
up m the waJls fjl the JninoiaMnrijid be TVLhl in March p I b", TW» prwltanmiliifi 
uiutiHl that a Paraum urmy woh naming tn expel tbe Eilgliih frnnj TwIlil iisul 
L?nllc-d upon alt tmn Mahometans tu put on their Ri-inonr* and jqjn ibi- 
Imiferh—K»yc |vuk L p. 4&J) appear In regard it a* penidm- but S:r 
iWphiltti MratliuSfM urirl ether witness-on i^Dmiacd fit Ilia trial eft Ihe km^ 
SC SB \h* vn>rlf. oJ Jin impoiftnr, and fluid ihat il jitl muted flcunifely any 






CHAP* HI.] 0UTPHEAK OF THE MUTCTT. 


m 


la this gloomy spring of 1B57, while the hearts of a 
turbulent soldiery were failing them for feiir, yet vibrating N«n* s 4 hiV* 
with ambition, while officers and civi linos, blind to what was ll ' ir ‘ 
passing around tbcm, were dining* and dancing* and marrying, 
and giving in marriage, there was one man who, wandering 
from place to place, and observing the signs of the times, 
considered how ho might make his profit mu of them, but did 
not yet imagine the grim details of the part that destiny hud 
reserved fur Mm. It was not strange that, as the Kuna Sahib 
passed on his way from Qithoor through Cfdpee, Delhi, and 
Lucknow, the English saw 1 nothing remarkable in such irn- April 
wonted activity on the part of a native noble mao. Never 
doubting the justice of the decision which bad refused to liim 
the continuance of his adoptive father's pension, they did not 
know the abiding resentment which it It ad stirred up in his 
soul. Thus lie went his way ■ and none nan tell what foul 
treasons he was even then batching. But it is probable that 
be had long been trying to stir up the native princes against 
the English, and that, at first iudifTerent, they lent a ready ear 
Eg Lia suggestions altar the annexation of Onde had aroused 
their discontent* 

All this time Henry Lawrence was striving with holy zeal Henry Law- 
at once to redress the grievances of the afflicted people of 
Onde, and to disarm their resentment The officbila had tent Eh Dude* 
hushed El ltd it quarrels at his coming, and had uni Led in devo¬ 
tion to Iris will. He had won the affection of Jackson* though 
be Lad not hesitated in reprove bis follies; uud he bad gained 
the confidence and sympathy of Gubbiaa* He was able to write, 
n few weeks alter his arrival, that nil hi9 subordinates were 
loyally supporting him.f But ho bad to oasjpLun too qf Elio 
blind haste with which they bad forced their improvements on 
the people, and nf the bitter resrntmcnE which they had 


il:u DiLrjn_ Erldenn^ fir. pp, 7i»* W>. Ttu* t^tuib afterwards admittM Ilia' hr- 
llnd lujaGnteiil di.eaIfeos.LCin m Upper India ilnriiii^ the Foi-siam war, nod bad 
tti in^adv India- ]>at us 0<rt. 1957 Jn> oifemd to bad UUjUuu men to 
"J* JwMrii U^T^nnniiol fj%r£twire* fa &crrt l.-ttn* snm Judin T Xu*. 24 T 
1^7^455, 

Kuy^, toL L p. ami fttUu, Vpp. pp. (Htl-ti i Forjatt . Oar ft ml Ituntfer 
<B Jlmo) tbo at Lin, 1 the XuUu'fi ini riyuct, 

1 Lift nf . 5 ir II„ Lijirrcnw, pp, £ 55 - 7 . 5 ^- 
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Evoked by demoliflJung bouses* seizing religious buildings as 
Government property, and faxing hit excessive rate of reyenns 
iu tlieir }msJety to show the profiuhleDess of mmeiatioti, 4 
Nor had the seditious utterances of the Mon hie beau the only 
duugerons symptoms of discontent* An angry town sman 
hud thrown a clod ut Lawrence himself, while he was 
driving- through the streets. Rut by the seizure and im¬ 
prisonment of the Monivie, the prompt payment of the 
pensions which had been promised lo the royal family imd 
tlieir dependents, the issue of orders for the read mission of 
the displaced native officials and disbanded native soldiers to 
employment, and the promise of restitution to the dispossessed 
landholders, Lawrence quickly restored order, and reestab¬ 
lished content among the great mass of the civil population. 
It WB3 from the sepoy regiments alone that be looked for 
danger. 

While Lawrence was waiting quietly for the storm which 
he hoped that lie would be strong enough to weather,+ 
Canning, observing a general lull, deceived himself with the 
belief that it presaged a lasting calm- Nor was he alone in 
bis want of foresight. It does not appear that a single official 
<d rank in India, except Sir Henry Lawrence, was seriously 
troubled by forebodings. On the 4th of May John Lawrence 
wrote that the sepoys ut the musketry school were charmed with 
llie now rifle. Their officers confirmed his opinion* General 
llamanl warmly praised the patient zeal of the men at UmbaUali 
111 extinguishing the fires which, though he wou/d not believe 
it. some of their own number had caused. The Commander-in 
Chief was so little impressed by the symptoms of mntinv 
which Obtruded themselves upon his attention, that 1m did 
not think it worth while to make a single representation about 
them to the home authorities*! It was not extraordinary 
then that the Governor General, who knew little of India, 
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and who had no genius to supply the hick of experience, ^ 
should have fulled to perceive that a general mu liny was at 
Land. Tt was no wonder that he laboured at his ordinary 
round of business as calmly as if no danger-signals had 
appeared, and thought that there was no further need for the 
presence of the regiment which he had fetched from Rangoon** 

He could not foresee that in a few dap ho would have cause 
to rejoice that there had been no vessel to convey it buck to 
Bunn oh when he Lad ordered its return* Still, he con Id not 
ignore the misconduct of the 34Lb, or misunderstand the 
reports of their dally increasing insolence and uotrust' 
worthiness. Yot^ whereas ho should have long since 
severely punished these sullen soldiers, and executed the 
guard who bad dared to strike their adjutant, he tortured 
himself with doubts as to the justice of even disbanding the 
remaining companies’ — those companies of which not a single 
man hod stirred to arrest their mutinous comrsde^ond wasted 
proeioua days in wearisome discussion, until the remonstrances 
of Hearsay and Anson roused him to action. Even then he 
spent four more days in examining with microscopic accuracy 
the claims of individuals to indulgence, so that bis decision 
was not made known until the 4th of May h five weeks niter 
the commission of the crime. The delay tn punishing* how¬ 
ever, wels Jess fatal than the choice of punishment. The 
disbanded Hepovs, stripped of their uniforms, hut suffered to pj*bsriUmeiit 
retain die Kilmarnock caps which they bad paid for them- 
selves, contemptuously trampled under foot these only tin aftpoj** 
remaining tokens of their former allegiance to the Cum- 
pauy t t nnd f iveleominjr their so-called punishment as a happy 
release from bondage went off with light hearts to swell the 
number of our enemies. Discontented Euro peon a muttered 
against the lenity of the Govern or-General; unc uni promising 
journalists openly attacked it + ; and* worst of all, when the 
order for disbandment was read out at the military stations 
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throughout the country, and the sepoys, after listening to its 
solemn denunciations of the terrible crime which their 
commies had committed, arid espeeiiug to hear that a 
terrible punishment had been indicted upon them, learned at 
last that they had been sentenced not to death but to disband¬ 
ment, they did not care to conceal their contempt for rulers 
whom they now believed to be afraid to punish them* Henry 
Lawrence p who understood what an effect, the order must have 
upon the minds of the sepoys* would not id low it to be 
published at Lucknow.t He had lately proved that he was 
as able to suppress mutiny himself as he was sagacious in 
detecting the failure of his superiors to suppress It* 

The finest sepoy corps at Lucknow, ihe 48th i* alive 
Infantry, was the first to manifest n mutinous spirit. Early 
iti April Dr. Wells, tbs surgeon of the regiment* feeling 
unwell, went into the hospital for a boltle of medicine* and 
raised it to his lips, forgetting that he had thus hopelessly 
polluted it in the eyes of his Hindoo patients. The sepoys 
soon heard what he hud done, and raised an outcry for 
their caste. Their colonel bad the buttle broken in their 
presence, and severely reprimanded the offender; but the 
matter did not cad there* A few days later Wells T s bungalow 
was burned down; and it was soon known that the regiment 
was thoroughly disaffected. Still no overt act of mutiny 
took place. But May brought a change. On the 1st of that 
month the recruits of the 7th Onde Irregular Infantry refused 
to accept their cartridges, on the ground that their seniors 
had warned them that the obnoxious grease bad been applied 
bn the ends. The officers laboured, apparently with some 
sucocks, to explain to their naen that the cartridges were pre¬ 
cisely the same that they had been in the habit of Hiring. 
But the day after this explanation had been given, not the 
recruits only but tins whole regiment refused to touch them. 
Then Lawrence ordered the Brigadier to bold n purade, and 
try lb# effect of cl conciliatory speech. It was no use. The 
men said they must ilu w the rest of the army did* Even of 
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the well-intentioned sepoys only the resolutely faithful ^ 

coii Stl stand against ihe opinion of their public, Lot English¬ 
man think ’whether they could have resisted the terrors of 
social ostracism and roUgioua excommunication before they 
Gonrkum poor ignorant Asiatics. But diie particular regi¬ 
ment was not well-intent! oned, On Sunday, the 3rd of May t 
they were drifting from passive towards active mutiny. 

When Lawrence beard that they had threatened to murder 
their officers, be saw that ho must act promptly; and p 
taking with him his whole available force, he marched 
against the mutineers. It was late in the evening when be 
confronted them. By the uncertain light of the muon the 
Tnutmeera saw an irresistible force before them, and were 
anxiously expecting its movement, when suddenly a port-fire 
was incautiously lighted by one of Lawrence s artillerymen,, 
and seemed to their guilty inmginations to be the signal lor 
ifadr destruction. First u sepoy kero and there stole away ; 
then great gaps appeared in their ranks; and eoun all but a 
hundred and twenty had fled. The rest laid down Lheir arms 
atLawrence'e order; und before two in the morning the troops 
had returned to their line*** 

When Canning beard of this fresh outbreak, he bethought Oplnaoui af 
him of bis old remedy, disbandment; but Dorin was begin- 
ning to discern the eigne of cho times, and demanded a tar* there™, 
severer punish in cm, t The multitude of eounsotloTs were still 
htifiilv recording their opinions in elaborate iniiiute3> when 
a telegram was passed from one to another, containing the 
first dim tidings of a disaster which aU ielt to be the haavieat 
that had yet befallen them* 

At. the grant, military station of Meerut were quartered Meami- 


" nabbim* pp a, 1IMH - U/e vf&'f 27, iflirrw*, pp. BSe, W*r ^1 i PwL 
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f 1L bj fair to aaj that an tha 12th uf ituy CufiRtiiJE rraralfded! a minuter 
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the? 11th and. 20th regiments of Native Infantry and 
the 3rd Native Cavalry, The station covered a groat 
extent of ground, and wee split into two parts by a deep 
ditch. On the a nr them side were Mattered a number of 
officers' bungalows* Beyond them stretched Lhe European 
barracks. The church stood between ibe barracks of the 
infantry and those of the cavalry- A long way off, on the 
opposite side of the ditch, were the native lines. The inter¬ 
vening space was covered by a wilderness of bazaars, extending 
southwards in tbe direction of the town.* The radical fault 
in the plan of the station was the great distance that separated 
tbe quarters of the European from those of the native troops. 

The Lascars story bad caused even more excitement at 
Meerut then elsewhere. The English residents, however* 
feared nothing ; for they wore guarded by a dragoon regiment, 
a battalion of the GOth Kifles, tmd bodies of horse and 
foot artillery, forming altogether the strongest European 
torse at any post in the North-Western Provinces, Still 
tbe officers, confident though they were, did not neglect 
the usual conciliatory assurances to their men. But the 
excitement wag not abated. At length Colonel Smyth, who 
commanded the 3rd Native Cavalry, a hard and unpopular 
officer, bnt one of the few Europeans that had discerned 
symptoms of disease in the sepoy army, resolved to take 
advantage of the order for tearing off the ends of the 
cartridges instead of biting them* to give a final explanation 
to bis Hoopers* Accordingly„ on the 23rd of April, ho 
ordered a parade of the skirmishers of his regiment for the 
follow Log morning. A rumour ran through the station that 
the skirmishers would refuse the cartridges; and a fire which 
broke out in the evening boded disaster. Ninety men met 
tbe colonel on parade; but, though he pointed oik to them 
how tbe new regulation had been drawn up out of considera¬ 
tion for their samples, five only would even touch the 
CArtridgee.t He oould only break up the parade, and order 


1 Care-Src-wne*. vcL i p. SI: ThdJUlrrift GazrltHT, tgL tR p, 41*1, 
t Tbfiifr eartridj^B were (RifMhWd aae*: fc.ul they tapfiftMd \o bur* 
been cnvelapnl in paper-of a calw,-Jfcfi FtiperM, v^L x*t, 
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b cot?^ of enquiry to assemble. The court elicited the fact 
that, M at TJmballah* not genuine fear of the cartridge, but 
frar of public opinion bad influenced tbe njiituieer-5.^ A 
report of tbe proceedings was sent 10 tbe Commander-in- 
Chief; mid his orders were awaited. All this time nightly 
* fires told of the evil passions which were working in the 
sepoys" hearts; but few heeded the warning. Early in May 
a message came from tbe Commander-in-Chief; ordering tbe 
mutineers to be tried by a native court-martial. ! bey bad 
virtually no tiling to say in defence of their conduct. 3 be 
court sentenced them to ten years' imprisonment; and 
General Hewitt, the commander of the Division, approved 
of the sentence for all, oiuepL eleven of the younger 
offenders, half of whoso punishment be remitted. On the 
morning of tbe Dtb of May, beneath a sunless sky darkened 
by rolling storm-clouds* the whole brigade was assembled to 
Ejee the culprits disgraced. Stripped of their umforms, these 
miserable felons were banded over to the smiths* who rivetted 
fetters on their anus and legs, lu vain they entreated their 
guneral to have mercy upon them. A a they were being Jed away, 
they yelled out curses attbdr colonelTheir brethren, choking 
with suppressed indignation, longed to strike a blow in their 
behalf; hot fear was stronger than the thirst for vengeance. 

After gazing passively at the removal of the prisoners to tile 
gaol* they dispersed- There was an unnatural stillness in the 
lines for tho rest of that day ; tm unwonted respectfulness in 
tbe manner of the aepov& towards their officers.! ^ u t none 
could interpret the omen. The lines of the sepoys were too 
far distant from the dwellings of the Europeans for the luiter 
to hear what Mussulman and Hindoo wore saying of them* 
Officers,jested at mess; civilians talked over the work 
of the day ■ Ladies charted gaily in their verandahs. On May ift 
the Sunday morning the church held its usual congrcp' 
uon; und p when the worshippers returned to their homes, 
they hardly noticed the unusual absence of their native ser- 


* Farl r Pnpcr¥ t raL illv. JlHS-7, 53). Frtrt 4 T p, HS, 
t ilDntgoai«iy Maxtin, Vflf it p. llS. 
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Hist. vants. Here, as elsewhere, the self-satisfied English ns an 
knew nothing of the inner Ufa of the despised races around 
him i and ho wets punished for hia neglect hy the moral blind¬ 
ness which would not let him guard against their vengeance 
Unknown to; him, the sspoys were moving to and Fro ail that 
Sunday afternoon with war in their hearts; the courtesans - 
were taunting the troopers who had looked on at the humiha- 
tion of their comrades, and calling upon them to prove their 
courage- if they dared ; the children were wondering at the 
strange commotion around them : and the hudmashes^ like 
foul harpies, were emerging from their haunts, to profit hy 
the troubles which they foresaw- In the hearts of the sepoj-r 
a vague hut irresistiblo fear mingled with hatred and the 
thirst for vengeance, and impelled them to anticipate Lhe 
doom which they imagined the English to be propping tor 
them; while stronger than all their passions was the stuss 
of a brotherhood linking them with the rest of the army, 
and joining with religious fanaticism to hurl them as 
martyrs against the British baiLalions p whose power they 
knew to be stronger than their own- 

Towards sunset tho Christian residents prepared, as usual, 
for church. One of the chaplain's female servants begged 
him to stay at home,, assn ring him that there was going to be 
a fig'llt+ Disregarding her warning, he drove off. But, as he 
approached tho churoh, big ears caught the sharp reports of 
volleying musketry; and, looking up^ he saw clouds of smoke 
ascending from bum Log houses into the air* The woman 
had told the truth. It was the dread with which the sepoys 
regarded the movements of the Rifles, whose assemblage for 
church parade they interpreted as the signal for their own 
imprisonment, that precipitated an outbreak which, not having 
been delmitely prearranged, might otherwise have been 
deferred till a later day f f Suddenly a cry was raised, “ The 


* Thz Chaplain* Narrative of the Sitgt of Dtlhi, by tha lie, t. J r E- W. 
Ruttuia, p. 4. 
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Bifjefl mi Artillery are coming to disarm all the native 
regiments and the sepoys ibut were lounging in the 
biiznuire started up, anil, followed by a mob uf townsmen, 
nished wildly to tliuir respective lines. 

'I'he drd Cavalry Look the lead. Some hnndiatlfl of the 
troopers dashed of at a gallop towards the ganl, to the terror 
of the quiet oitizeos whom they passed, smashed open ilia 
gate, and struck tbs fetters off their comrades. Not all, 
however, were swept, away by the tide of mutiny. Colonel 
Smyth indeed never went near his regiment from the moment 
that he beard of their uprising ; but two of bis officers. Cap¬ 
tain Craigie and Lieutenant Melville Clarke, bundling their 
own tcoop ns though mutiny were a thing unknown, brought 
it, to the parade-ground in perfect order. Meanwhile the 
infantry regiments were surging Uimultoonsly in their lines. 
Healing the uproar, the officers hastened thither, and heg.m 
to remonstrate with their men. The latter were quietly 5 U fa¬ 
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milling, when suddenly a trooper galloped past, find shouted 
out that the European troops wore coming to disarm them. 
The 20th at once ran to seize their muskets: hut the 11th, 
who had alt along shown the least obstinate spirit, wavered. 
Colonel Finnic their commanding officer, was imploring them 
to be faithful, when some men of the other regiment fired upon 
him ■ and he fell riddled with bullets, the first victim of the 
Indian Mutiny. Seeing the fate of their commandant* tko Llth 
no longer hesitated to throw in their lot with hia murderers* 
The thirst of the mutineers for the blood of Christiatm was 
only stimulated by the slaughter of Fionis, The convicts, let 
loosa from the gaola, and fraternising with the native police 
and the increasing swarm of budnmsbes, joined in the bloody 
wort. Gangs of these marauders, armed with swords and clubs, 
roamed about the station, hurled showers of bricke upon, every 
*■ stray European who crossed their path, buret into peaceful 
dwellings, murdered the inmates, and poured forth again ladfln 
■with plunder; and the terrified Witnesses of this dreadful scene 
heard mingling with the roar of the flames that leaped up 
from the fired houses the savage voices of Mahometans 
shooting Ail, Ali/f Boon, however, the sepoys had had 
enough of piilage; they were sure that the white troops must 
be coming; " Quick, brother, quick! 14 was their erv, ‘‘Delhi 
Delhiand the budnmsbes were left ulon&t Meanwhile, 
incredible oak may appear, the Treasury Guard, though beset 
by extraordinary temptations, remained faithful to their trust,g 
And, even when the rioters were doing their worst, their 
intended victims never doubted that the whit* regimen to 
would soon come to rescue and avenge thorn. 


* IkpoBitionj, jsjil 3, 10-12, LJ r 25. 
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It was cot the fault of the British soldier, but of hm com- 
mwider, still more of the system which had given him snch a 
commander, that thm hope was rniMMod, General Hewitt, 
a good easv mtin who had long outlived whatever military 
capacity he might once have possessed;, vnts almost too inert 
to he even bewildered by the crisis, and remained simply 
passive* But Arch dale Wilson, the Brigadier of the station, 
did make some attempt to grapple with the danger. On 
receiving the new* nf the outbreak, he mourned his borne, 
ordered tho British Artillery to join Mm on the parade-ground 
of the Eifies, galloped thither himself* aud directed the 
colonel to dismiss Lis men from church-parade, and ro* 
assemble them for action** But there was delay in supplying 
the Rifles with ammunition, and the Dragoons wore now^rc 
to be seen : for, as they were on their way to grapple with 
die sepoys, Wilson had turned them back, and sent them 
on a bootless errand to the gaoLf At last Hewitt appeared 
on the parade-ground, and, though too helpless to take the 
initiative himself, suffered Wilson to net for him- Placing 
himself at the head of the Artillery and some companies 
of the Rifles, Wilson marched for the Infantry lines, Sol 
the sepoys had not failed to take advantage ot the incom¬ 
petence of their officers. Only a few stray troopers remained 
near the lines: and even these easily found refuge in a wood* 
concealed in which they laughed at the efforts of the artillery¬ 
men to destroy them. Then the British began a hunt in the 
dark for the mutineers. Marching in breathless haste to 
their own quarter of the station, they found only a few un¬ 
armed plunderers on whom to wreak their vengeance. By 
that Lime great numbers of the mutineers were far on their 
way to Delhi. Marvelling to find that they had escaped all 
reprisals, they never doubled, as Lhey pressed on by the light 
of the moon, that the White Mau, rousing himself from bin 


■ Kivu, toI sL p. 60. 
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mi. 


lethargy, was pursuing, and "would soon overwhelm them. 
With el religions zeal worthy of a better cause, they rue Slot! 
straight to fancied martyrdom.* 

Uut they were never fbf a moment in danger. A exciting 
that il was his doty to provide for the safety oFtlie station of 
which he was Brigadier, Wilson left Delhi to perish because 
ha dared not leave Meerut exposed to the attacks of the 
escaped convicts and the budmosbe^ He forgot thaL ouo 
half of his British soldiers was sufficient for the permanent 
protection of the station now freed from its most dangerous 
enemies: and that the other half, led by able officers, of whom 
there were some even nt Meerut, would have been able to 
cut off the mutineers from their destination. But there were 
at least two men who felt indignant iliar one of the strongest 
garrisons in India should take uo Lhought for the safety of 
any station but its own. Clap tain Bosser of the Dragoons 
offered to arrest the flight of the mutineers, if but ode 
squadron of his regiment and a few guns were allowed to 
accompany him. Lieutenant Mbller of the llLk entreated 
Hewitt tu allow Lila to ride to Dellii, and warn the anthori- 
ties of their danger.f Thcee brave men were not suffered to 
retrieve the errors of their superiors. 

The baffled Europeans bivouacked on their parade -ground* 
but did noibing to help the suffering people for whose pro¬ 
tection they had been returned* though the sullen roar of a 
thousand fire9 lighting up ibe darkness of the night might 
have warned them to he up and doing. It was not to them 
btit to a few faithful natives that iLuse who were saved owed 
then: lives, Grt 1 allied, the Commissioner* and hie wife had 
fled to the roof of their house on the hist sound of tumult; 
but their furniture was m?X on fire by a hand of ruffians;! 
and they most soon have perished buL for the devotion of 
out: of their servants, Golah Khan. While they expected 


* Mflsd, p. 10ft, 
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every moment id he destroyed by the fiames, tbis mss a, pre¬ 
tending til nt be could point out their hi ding-place, decoyed 
array their flasniies, and thus gave them tinae to escape.* Not 
ices heroic was the self-sacrifiec of Cnugie'a troopers, who. 
posting themselves outside Ilia bungalow, protected his wife 
from Lhe attacks of a savage mob. Hut when daylight 
revealed the grim charred skeletons of what hud been tiont 
bungalows, the heap* of property wantonly destroyed, and 
the mutilated corpses, tbs sot diets, though they burned to be 
aveneed upon the ruIlians who had wrought this destruction, 
were forbid den by their officers lo stir. Xot ail. however, were 
paralysed by this effeminate weakness. Lieutenant Midler, 
resolving to execute justice upon the murderer ol a brother 
officer's wife, sought and obtained evidence of bis identity ; 
tracked, arrested, and carried him hack to cantonments 
single-handed ; end then delivered him over to the judgment 
of a drum-head court-martial, by whose sentence ho ™ 
sraminnrily bunged. 

Thus, even Meerut bad its heroes. The negligence which 
had permitted the great disaster, the apathy which had made 
no effort to retrieve ti T were half redeemed by the prompti¬ 
tude of Clarke and Craigie, lbc daring of Rosser, the gfkllant 
self-suer idee of (jolab Khan, the ciitalrous courage oi tlie 
faithful troopers of the 3rd, the ewift vengeance of stern 
Lieutenant M oiler. 

On the morning of the !Uh the son which exposed the 
nakedness and desolation of the wrecked station of 51 nit was 
shining gloriously upon the gorgeous mosques and palaces of 
Delhi, The great city wore its usual aspect. The traders 
were i-liHiring with their voluble customers. I ha civil 
authorities were patiently listening feo suitors, or trying 
prisoners in cut-cherry. The oilicera were preparing for break - 


* An Afghan, ti i* n =:Ioei5: l'_ nfurci-td Sy-i-l ^31 —”-t Kdjiin. risko-l hl^ lEFi; in 
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fft&t after morning parade, in happy ignorance of what had 
passed the night before- Even the sepoys, though emissaries 
from Meerut had come among them oil die previous after¬ 
noon, masked their feelings so cleverly that only a few 
penetrating eyes could see anything unusual in their 
demeanour. Suddenly the civil authorities were a tar (Jed at 
their work by messengers who reported that a line of horse¬ 
man had been seen gall aping along the high road from 
Meerut. Not at once realising the whole import of the now&j 
they nevertheless lost no time in acting upon it* The magis¬ 
trate gal toped to the canton men La, and put Graves, the 
Brigadier, upon his guard, while another civilian hurried oH' 
to warn Lieutenant Willoughby, the chief officer of the great 
magazine K to look to the safety of bis charge. Meanwhile, 
however, the rebel horeemen, followed by some of the infantry, 
had made good their entrance into Delhi, Seme* after fording 
the Jumna a little below the clLy p had burst open the gaol, and 
released the prisoners., The foremost of the main body rode 
straight for the palace, and, surging round its wdla* clamoured 
fiercely for admittance, boasting that they had already 
slaughtered the English at Meerut, and crying, fcfc Hdp. (> 
King! we pray for assistance in onr fight for the faith/* In 
vain Captain Douglas, the commandant of the palace guards, 
came out upon the balcony, and called down t-o them that 
their King desired them to depart* Unable to force an 
entrance where they were, they made for the Rnjghat gnte a 
which was thrown upen to them by a Mahometan rabble, and 
then, with these new allies in their train, rushed back towards 
the point from which they had started, firing every European 
dwelling* and murdering every European inhabitant upon 
their route; while the citizens abut up their shops in terror 
and trembled as they thought of the retribution which the 
English would exact for such wickedness.* On returning to 
the pakco, the mutineers were joined by the guards and the 
King's dependents, to whose loyalty Doogks and Fraser, 
the Commissioner, were fruitlessly appealing, their once 
dreaded voices drowned by the insolent ahouts of ihu multi- 
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tude. Falling back before tbn advancing crowd, Douglas 
leaped into the moat, and, wounded cruelly by tie Ml, was 
carried by some natives into the palace; but Fraser reached 
Lhc Lahore gate* unhurt, and, while his injured friend was 
being in ten up to bis apartments, remained himself in the 
court below, anil made a lust eflbrL to control the? furious inub 
whn were pressing into it. While he was speaking, a lapidary 
eut him down: some of the guards despatched Mm; and the 
rest, rushing upstairs„ smashed open the door* and massacred 
Lie collector, the chaplain bis daughter, and a lady who was 
staying with him, and the helpless Douglas. Soon Lire rust 
of the Mecrnt infantry arrived, and joined die murderers F 
while another pony of troopers, who had just come up, finding 
what their comrades had achieved, and eager to rival their 
exploit, went off to the Dari an Gunge, to work their will 
upon the Eurasiant Christians and poorer Europeans who 
lived in that tj natter of the city4 &&mo were slaughtered on 
the spot: others, who had barricaded themselves in houses, 
or fled to the river aide, were soon overpowered, and thrown 
into a mom beneath the palace. Alter being confined for 
five di l v9 in this dark and pestilential duugeuu, ill-fed and 
C'tialimUj insulted, but defying their tormentors to the last, 
they were dragged out to execution^ and their bodies Hung May 
into tbe river. 

Meanwhile another gang of mutineers bad chosen for their Mu? 
operations the portion of the city in which the chief public 
buildings were sitniiird. Here the teach ere in the Government 
colleges were elam in the niid^t of their work :[| tbe manager 
of the bank wag cut down with his wife after a gall tint defence 
in which she had supported him : the missionaries^ European 
and native, were murdered without distinction ■ and the 
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compositors at the Delhi Press, who had just fidshed printing 
special editions of the Gazette^ announcing the crisis of which 
they were thenraelvea tn be victims, fell at their pasts. 
Hero too the church was foully desecrated. In the telegraph 
uffica hard by a young signaller was standing, with Lis hand 
upon the signalling apparatus. The mutineers were almost 
upon him : and more find mom plainly he heard them yelling 
as they swept along. Still he went on with his wort. Click, 
click, so ended the instrument. Flushed up the wires to 
Umballah, to Lahore, to Hawn I Piudee, and to Peshawmr, this 
message warned the authorities of the Puujaub— M The sepoys 
have come in from Meerut, and arc burning every thing. Mr, 
Todd it dent], and, we hear, several Europeans. We must 
shut up. ,r The mutineers burst in: the last dick died nwnv; 
and, in the performance of his duty, the signaller was stain.* 
Before these things took place, the Brigadier had acted upon 
the information which ho hud received, feeling sure that the 
English regiments from Meerut would soon come to his 
support. The cantonments, in which the hulk of his force 
was posted, were situated upon a high ridge, ah ant two miles 
north-west of the city. Colonel Ripley of the iytL, leaving a 
portion of his regiment to e&cnrt two guns which were to 
follow him under Captain da Teissier, marched with the 
remainder towards the Cashmere gate, tbs nearest entrance to 
the city. He had Just reached the main-guard near the gate, 
where a detachment of the 3Sth under Captain WnlhuaTwns 
on duty, when he found his progress disputed by the 
tronpere of the 3rd Cavalry, Wallace ordered his men to fire 
upon the mutineers; hut they insolently refused. The 
troopers fired their pistols ot the officers of the &nh, sis of 
whom foil dead. The 34th did indeed tire at the word of 
command, hut only into the air, and then, bayoneting their 
own colonel, joined the !l*th and the cavalry’ When the 
murderers beard that De Teissier's guns were coming down, 
they tamed and Bed. The guus, ou their arrival, were placed 
at the main-guard ; while Wallace, who had galloped hock to 
hasten their advance, rode on, after he had met Hem, to beg 
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for further succours- A few companies of the 38 th, the 74th* 
and a handful of artillerymen formed the whole of the 
Brigadiers force. Not a man of tho 38 th responded to 
Wallace's appeal: but T when Major Abbott, who com¬ 
manded the 74th, called upon his men to prove their loyalty* 
they came forward in a body* and demanded to be led against 
the mutineers.* Taking them at their word* he marched 
them down with two more gsina to strengthen the amin-guard. 
He and his countrymen whom he had left behind at can Ion- 
men ts had still an afternoon of terrible anxiety to live through. 
The Brigadier and his ofELeers. wondering why no succours 
came from Meerut, laboured manfully to keep iheir mil Linens 
men in check* and placed the women and children and their 
servants for safely in a building known as the Flagstaff Tower. 
There, huddled together in a room smaller than the Black 
Hole of Calcutta, was collected rt great company of every age 
and elosa, frightened children crying and clinging to their not 
lew frightened ayahs, women bewailing the deaths: of their 
husbands or brothers, others bravely bearing up against heafcj 
and discomfort* and anxiety, and busily unfastening cartridges 
for the men. At last, when the agony of waiting for help 
became insupportable* a young Englishman offered to ride to 
Meerut for reinforcements ; but be had only ridden a little way 
when be was shot by the men of the 38th on guard fit the 
powder magazine. Then Dr. Batson of the 74th storied on 
the same errand* disguised as a native; bat he too was fired 
0pon ? and escaped, only to he robbed and stripped by dm 
villagers.t There is no reason to suppose* however* that* even 
if tEifrse brave men liad succeeded in reaching Meerut, their 
devotion would have shamed the authorities into action. 

Meanwhile the officers at the main-guard were keeping 
watch over thnLr men, knowing nothing of what was passing 
else where, except what they could gather from iho stray 
fugitives who from time to time joined them. Only the 
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distant roar in Lbe great city suggested to their im-ngi nations 
the horrors that were being wrought within its walk 

While the two parties at the main'guard and at cantonments 
were in this suspeodo. both were startled by the sound of a 
tremendous explosion * and, looking towards the city, saw a 
cloud of white smoke,, followed by a coronal of red duet* 
rising into the ajr-* They knew that the great magazine hod 
been blown tip. Was it accident or design ? Presently two 
artillery subalterns came into the mjun-giinTd s and told the 
story. 

Warned of the approach of the mutiueerSj Lieutenant 
Willoughby had Joat no time in sending to the Brigadier 
for help. The young officer well knew that the possession 
of his magazine, with its vast stores of ammunition, would 
be eagerly coveted by the mutineers, and that* standing 
as it did close to the palace, it most be an early object of 
attack. lie conld not trust his native guards, and he bed 
only eight Europeanst to support him ; bcit he could depend 
upon these for any sacrifice, and he could depend upon 
himself. For, though chance acquaintances saw in him onlv 
u shy, refined* boyish-looking subaltern, his friends knew 
that, in the cause of duty, he would face any danger*! No 
help came in answer to his appeal: the suffering and the 
glory of that day were for him and his gallant eight alone. 
His dispositions Were soon made. Barricading the outer 
gates of the magazine, he placed guns iniide them, and 
assigned to each man Iris post. Bnt what if defence should 
fail ? He had another plan in reserve A train was laid 
from the powder store to a tree standing in the yard of 
the magazine. Hem stood conductor Scully, who had 
volunteered to fire the train whenever his chief should give 
the signal, if the enemy broke into the stronghold, they 
should find death* not plunder within. For a time, however, 
the enemy seemed to hesitate. It was because they and their 
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king feared the vengeance of tho white troops from Meerut.* 

But nt hmt the Kings scouts tolsi him that no wlute troops 
were doming. Then he gathered confidence to demand Lie 
surrender of the magazine. The garrison did not even answer 
the £ ammo ns ; and, when the multitude oo longer hesitated tn 
advance, opened fire upon them from every gun. The most 
daring of the assailants planted ladders against the walla, and 
came swarming in; hut the guns, served with incredible 
swiftness, though the gunners were exposed to a fearful 
musketry fire, poured round after round of grape into their 
mid at. Yet so great were tlioir numbers that the survivors, 
strengthened by the native guards^ who hud treauherouyly 
joined them* must soon have overpowered tbu little bund of 
Englishmen. Still Willoughby hoped on, FTe had defended 
Ills magazine for three hours, and he would still defend 
it against any odds if only reinforcements were coming. 
Running to the river bastion, he bent aver for a lust look 
towards Heatat. No English were to he seen. Then, resolv¬ 
ing that, though his countrymen had failed him, he would be 
true to him self ( he gave the fatal order to Conductor Buckley: 
Buckley raised his hat a? a signal; and Scully fired the train. 

In a moment more than a thousand rebels were blown imo -hSO 
the dr, while many more without were struck down by fiyiug 
splinters of shot and shell. Lieutenants Forrest and Raynor, 
Conductors Buckley and Shaw* and Sergeant Stewart lived 
to wear the Victoria Cross : hut Scully died where he fell, too 
cruelly wounded to escape; and Willoughby only survived to 
he murdered on his way to Mccrut.f 

At thtr sound of tho explosion the mutinous sepoys filing 
off every remnant of disguise. Tho natives of all classes 
believed that the King Lad turned against the English ; and 
his fullowers, assured that the- day had come for the restora¬ 
tion of tho Mogul Empire and the revived supremacy nf 
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leinm, were burning with the lust of plunder and the more 
terrible passion of religious fannticisin. Suddenly the SSfch 
nt the main-guard tired a volley at their offieoiSn Three fell 
dead. Two of tlse Burvi vqts rushed up to the bastion uf the 
main-guard, and jumped do™ thirty feet into the ditch below. 
The rest were following, when* hearing Lhe shrieks of the 
women In the guard-room, they ran back under a stoma of 
bullets tn rescue them. The women were shuddering us they 
looked down the steep bank, and asking each other whether 
it would be possible to descend, when a round-shot* whizzing 
over their heads, warned them not to hesitate, l-'astoning 
their belts and handkerchiefs together, the officers let them¬ 
selves down, and then, having helped the women to follQW r 
curried them with desperate struggles up the opposite side.* 
Meanwhile ut Lite Flagstaff Tower,, though the inon of the 
74th that had remained behind continued respectful, those of 
the 38th wore becoming every minute more insolent. At 
last an officer suggested that it was time to retreat* The 
Brigadier was indignant. He could not abandon hie post^ he 
snid. Bm the sun was fust sinking ; there was no prospect of 
succour; und there was nothing to be gained by remain in g, 
At Just the Brigadier gave way. Accordingly Lhe women 
and children and a few of the officers got into their carriages 
anil drove down Llie hill towards canton merits. The sepovs 
morchcd obediently for a few LumULes; but, oneti in canton¬ 
ments, they began to disperse, hinting to their officers that 
they hud Letter make haste if they wanted to save themselves. 
The fugitives could see their deserted bungalows already ne 
llre.t Then began that piteous flight, the first of many 
such incidents which hardened the hearts of the British to 
inflict a terrible revenge, nut more for the physic a] sufferings 
of their kindred than for their humiliation by an inferior 
race- Driven to hide in jungles or morasses from despicable 
vagrant^ robbed, and scourged, and mocked by villagers who 
had entrapped them with promises of help, scorched by the 
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blaming 011 n, Misused by burning winds, half-drowned in 
rivers which they had to ford or swim across, naked, weary, 
fluid starving, they wandered on : while some fell dead hy iho 
wayside* and o there, unable to move further, were abandoned 
by their sorrowing friends to die on the road** But some, 
who reached at hat n haves of refuge, had to tell of genuine 
acts of kindness shown to them in their distress by the 
subject people.f 

The outbreak at Meerut was soon seized upon hy an un¬ 
erring instinct as the real starting point of the Indian Mutiny; 
for tho weakness of Hewitt and of Wilson allowed the muti¬ 
neers to seizes the Imperial city of India with its inexhaustible 
muni cone of war* and to enlist the influence of the Mogul's 
name on their side, and thus yielded to them an ituinenso 
moral and material advantage nt the very outset of their 
□pernliona. Now that they had proved their streugtli, they 
nodd confidently appeal to the discontented who had hither- 
to longed, hut feared to rebel. It is impossible to do more 
than conjecture whether, if the outbreak at Meerut li ad been 
crushed, the Indian Mutiny would have been nipped in the 
hud, Perhaps, if there had been a Nicholson ;u Meerut to 
annihilate the mutinous regiments, the whole Bengal army 
might have taken warning by their fate. But it may be that 
their passions, having been so long allowed to gather 
strength* could not at that late hour have been at ones 
extinguidiad, hut would have only smouldered on for a nine* 
to hurst forth thereafter with still more awful fury. It may 
even he that nothing short of a mu Liny could have awELkeoed 
tlio rulers to a sense of their shortcomings. 

tin the L 3 th of May Canning, perhaps uneasily coniciDon 
uf the popular verdict upon his treatment of nrnti nacre, 
duulared in n, minute Lhar that treatment had not bo-^n too 
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mild,* On tlic vpfy sumo day a telegram from Agra nn Bounced 
tLe outbreak fit Meerut. Dorfn tried at first to disbelieve 
a report which suggested bo rude ft comment upon the policy 
in which ho hud concurred. But further details kept coming 
in ; nnd the mein facts of the risings at Meerut end Delhi 
were known on tho 1-1 th. Like the Ughtiiing-fiftsh, which 
makes itself seen eyeij by closed eyes, the great disaster 
penetrated the mental blindness of the Government. Men 
looked anxiously to sae how they would act upon thoir 
hnow ledge, and tried to combat their distrust of the ruler to 
whom they felt that loyalty was due. 

Vi lien Canning heard the news, he thought of what Gillespie 
had done with his dragoons at Vellore, and asked indignantly 
why the powerful European Force at Meerut lad tamely 
suffered snch a disasters For, though he had not yet learned to 
spurn the feeble counsels of his advisers, his spirit was neyer 
for a moment cowed by the blow. Yet, though he might 
fairly complain of the false economy that had weakened the 
strength of the British force in India, it was his own fault 
that so few British regiments were immediately a vail able. 
If h.' had formed an accurate diagnosis of the events which 
had passed at Berfmmporo, at Bamckpore, and at Umballflh 
he would Jong ago have summoned lo his aid the regiments 
whose tardy arrival he was now forced lo await. Even those 
who would not blame him for having Jacked a foresight which 
only a great amtesmuu would have displayed will hardly 
defend hra if it can be showu that he neglected to avail 
himself ol the resources L hnt lav ready to hie ham] Of 
this neglect he was guilty. He allowed the 84th to remain 
inactive at Bemckpore for eight day H after he heard of tlm 
outbreak at Meerut, though ever since tb e 0th of May it hn,1 
been disengaged. Nor was tills all. On the 17th he Reived 
» t,Ingram from Lord Elphiustone, tLe Governor of Bombay 
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elusion of the Persian war hud ml free a considerable body 
of troops who were low on their way buck to Bombay. These 
ho ordered to be sent on instantly to Calcutta At the bane 
time hb ordered the ISfd, and the 1st Madras Fusiliers to 
be kept ready for embarkation t nL the southern Presidency; 
despatched a steamer to fetch the H5th from Pegu ; telegraphed 
to Colvin* the lieu tan nut-Governor of thej North-Western 
Provinces, to order John Lawrence to send down every 
available Sikh and European soldier fom the Punjaub to 
Delhi; begged the Governor of Ceylon to send him as many 
men us he could spare ; and took upon himself Lhe respond 
biiity of diverting from its course an army which was then 
on Its way to punish the Insolence of the Chinese Govern* 
menc Con tempo rurv journalists and pamphleteers were loud 
in asserting that he ought not to have the sole credit, which 
was surely nut vary great, of the idea nf sending for raln- 
forcemeuts ^; but the suggestions of others bad nothing to 
do with his determination. He gave bis two most trotted 
lieutenants, Henry and John Lawrence, full authority fcu act 
els they might think best in Qude and the Fuujaub. Finally,, 
to supplement hi* iculemd resources by a moral stimulus, lie 
L-mpawurbd commanding orbeers L'« reward on thr- spot native 
flilCrs who might perform distinguished acts of loyalty r nod 
at last issued that re&sajuring order to the sepoy army on the 
subjecl of \ts religion and its caste which Birch had long ago 
rceummetided, but against which the Adjutant-General had 
stmce&aftiljy pleaded. But the order was issued too late. 
Had it been published before, and preceded by thb condign 
punishment of the Bnrruckporo mutineers, it might have done 
some good. The effect win oh it actually produced npim 
those wdiom it was meant, to conciliate was shown by a proL'la- 
mtiiioo which the King of Delhi in his turn issued towards 
the end df May: il If the infidels now becomo mild/' said he„ 
- U la merely an expedient to save their lives. + 

On the same day on which the Govern or-Gene rat heard the 
first vague rumour of the great disaster* a clear though 
incomplete statement of the main facts reached the Corn¬ 
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roander-iD-Chief at Simla. Hi- wt* in poor health at the 
time, and was looking forward to a shooting excursion in the 
hills. Naturally, therefore, be could not at first bring bint self 
to b elieve the wb ole tra lb o f the anno tin cement. Still he c mild 
not entirely ignore it. The European troops at his disposal 
were indeed few; be bad no heavy guns at hand to batter 
down the walls of Delhi; and he complained of a sad deficiency 
of ammunition. But he did not make that prompt use of 
his slender materials which would have doubled their value. 
At first he contented himself with sending on order to Kus- 
sow lie for the 75 th Regiment tu march thence to Emhnlla, and 
to the Company's Europe an regiments alSohathno nndButrshni 
to hold themselves in readiness to march. Next day, however, 
becoming more alive to the magnitude of the danger, he 
directed the last-mimed regiments actually to put themselves 
in motion, and the Sirmoor battalion of G-uorkahe to move 
down from Debra to Meerut, fleeing the paramount necessity 
of scouring the great, magazines in the i’unjmib, he warned 
the commandants of those at Ferozepore, Govindghur, and 
Phiilour to be on their guard. Finally, he ordered a siege- 
train to bo made ready at PliiJlour, and directed the Nus- 
serco battalion of Goorkaiis and a detachment of the 9th 
Irregular Cavalry to prepare to escort it to Umballah. 

But ho diid not himself stir from Simla till the following 
day. From Umbaljnh, which he reached on the 15th hu 
wrote to the Governor-General, complaining of the insur¬ 
mountable obstacles which the want of transport, of nrnmuni- 
tion, and oi a lege-artillery threw in Lis way. And in truth he 
hardly overrated his difficulties. He had had little more than 
a year’s experience of Indian life when he was called upon to 
face a crisis far greater than that which, eight years before, 
had tested the mettle of a Napier, His departmental officers, 
unable to ex trie ate themselves from the dogging processes of 
routine in which they had been educated, gave him no 
support. With provnking unanimity the Quartermaster- 
General, the Adjutant-Gen end, the Com mi ssnrv-General, 
and die Lend of the Medical Department told him Lliat the 
tasks he had set them wore impossible. While he could thug 
got small encouragement from those around him, lie saw no 
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cheering signs in the oiiL-look. He could not hope for 

aid from the native regiments in the Puujaub. He mig it, ow- 
ever atleastbave disarmed the native laments at bmbftliah, 
and time have set himself tree for an immediate march on 
Delhi. John Uwrence implored him to take this obvious 
stEp. But he listened to thB remonstrances of the TJmballali 
officers, who told him that they had guaranteed their men 
fiGoinst the shame of being disarmed, and would not hearken to 
Eho counsels of the Chief Commissioner. It was m vain that 
die latter pointed out to him that the sepoys' repeated acts oi 
disobedience had absolved him from the duty of observing 
their officers’ pledges. Be resolved to tniat men who had 
shown themselves unworthy of trust, and thought to hind 
them to loyalty bv proclaiming the resolve of Government lo 
respect their religion. It was no time for proclamations. 

There were two men, however, whose unconquerable! energy sup . 

was all this time supporting the weakness of Anson, and portLua. 
making up for the failures of the Departments ^o sooner 
had Forsyth, the Deputy -Commissioner at Cmb all all, received - 
the news "from Delhi than he despatched a message to warn 
his chief, George Barnes, the Commissioner of the Cis-fauUtg 
States, who was then at KusauwUe, and hastened to make aR 
necessary arrangements in his absence. Hrst he organised 
a body of Sikh police to protect thnbullab. Then he V m ‘ 
needed to organise a system for the defence of the whole ol 
the Cis-Sulle] States. Fortunately ihe means of defence were 
independent of the sluggish motions of department- governed 
battalions. In the wide district between the Sutlej ami 
the Jumna were a number of Sikh chieftains, whose antes 
tom many years before had sought and obtained the pro- cyefa . 
taction of the English against the encroachments of Rnnjeut 
Bing. In anticipation, of the Commissioner's sanction, Forsyth 
applied for help to the Rajahs of Puttiula and of Jhcend. the 
Itajali of Puttiala promptly sent a hudy of troops to Thane- 
sur, to keep open the road to Kumaul, where the troops 
from Umballah were to assemble: while the Rajah of J lie and, 
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wbo, on hearing thu news from Delhi, hud voluntarily gent, 
to TJmballah to auk for instructions, hastened, at Barnes's 
request, to Kurnaul, to protect that station, and thus pre¬ 
serve an unbroken communication between Uinhnllnb and 
Meerut.* I he Nabob of Kumanl hud already paved the 
way for the coining of Lhe Eajah by exerting hi a influence in 
the cause of order. Presenting himself before the chief civil 
authority at Kurrutul, he had said, 11 Sir, I have spent a 
sleepless night in meditating on the state of ufFutra, I have 
decided to throw in my lot with yours. My sword, my purse, 
and my followers ate at your disposal." Thus early the more 
sagacious of the natives foresaw the ultimate triumph of the 
British- 

Meanwhile Barnes himself, who had readied Umbalkb 
on the night of the l'Jth, was actively suppressing the disaf¬ 
fection which had followed swiftly upon the events at Meerut 
and Delhi, posting guards at the fords of the Jumna, and 
sending out the contingents of the native rajahs and jughetr- 
dars to maintain order in the districts. When the success of 
thcae precautionary measures was apparent, he and his 
lieutenant begun to collect carriage and stores for Anson's 
troops, to make up for the shortcomings of the commissariat 
Their energy carried all before it, though the natives of every 
dass, bankers, tradesmen, contractors, and coolies, tried to 
keep aloof, fearing the downfall of the English power t 

While, however, the labours of the civilian were removing 
most of Ins difficulties, Anson was suddenly disquieted afresh 
by ihenews that the Nusseree Goorkahe, complaining that, 
while they had been ordered to undertake a distant service, 
their pay had been allowed to fall into arrear and no pro¬ 
vision had been made for the safety of their families, had 
mutinied near Mink, its English inhabitants, dreading the 
same fate that had bafaOen their brethren at Meerut ami 
Delhi, Lad ded headlong from the nation, women screaming 
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to their servants to curry their children faster out oi danger, 
men offering bribes to the bearers to carry their baggage tmA 
k^yc the children to shift for themselves- l he tjoorknhs, 
however* were dimply oat of temper with the English, aud 
had no thought of touching e hnir of their heods. Anson 
entrusted Captain Briggs, an officer who thoroughly knew the 
temper of the hill- tribes, with the vrurk of bringing the 
mutineers to reason t Feeling that it was necessary to con¬ 
ciliate them at all costs* as p while their defection Isstfd, the 
siege-train must remain idle at Phi Hour, he restored them to 
good-humour bv granting their demauffs and offering a ^ rt50 
pardon to &1L Then, ashamed ot their groundless paniu, the 
fugitives returned to their homes. 

While hia forces were moving down, Anson was discussing OtrrHpoia- 
the plan of his campaign with John Lawrence. He Lried to jV[ ’ Hi .. rj 
go evince him of ike imprudence of risking an advance against 
Delhi with so small a force as he could command- His idea L^wnun*'^ 
was to cod centrals his w hole force b u tw sen the Su Lkj and |fl■ y l j . 
the Jumna, and* permitting the Hre of rebellion to bum itzeli 
uut within these Limits, to wait until the arrival of reinforce- 
men is should enable him to quench it once for all.* Dot the 
sagacity of Lawrence discerned the paramount necessity of 
striking a swift and staggering blow 1 at Delhi- The instinct 
of the mutineers had seized upon the im peri ad oily us the 
he ad-centre of revolt, the possession of which would give a 
national dignity to their cause* The instincts of the Governor- 
General and of the Chief-Uommisyieuer told them that the 
one counter-stroke that could restore the shuttered dignity 
of their rule would he the recovery of this stronghold. J hey 
wore prepared to sacrifice everything to this grand object. 

It was only naturEd that, in their eagerness and their ignorance 
of military affairs, they should uiidL-mite the difficulties which 
the Coiumanderri q-C hief complained of. Lawrence said ftgjiy 2L 
bluntly but good-humouredly that he ctmfd see nothing in 
the organisation of die Departments lo prevent their working 


* Hiimr-i fr-entt jm LiQjuibHstietl memoir by C&Ian-el Ttu-ird SnutK, lihdEbiI by 
Kaye, vat ii. p. I-IO, Sec sIh u IJuaw Orth Smilh U{/r "t f^ovd /jiiormcrT, 

tqL Li, p. lii. 
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effectively ; but that, at the worst, tbe army might surely 
mtirrrb for so great a state with three or four days' provisions 
in their knnpsucks, and trust for further supplies to the people 
oi the country. Cunning even went so fur us tn demand that 
Anson should take Delhi with a part of his force, and detach 
the remainder to overawe the districts between Delhi and 
Cawnpore. 

Overruled by Lhe comm and s of his chief, but sorely doubt- 
ing his ability to iiiltil them. An sou had already made up his 
mind to tnaroh against Delhi. Weakened though he was hv 
sickness, tortured by anxiety, he strove, like a good cud faith- 
fui servant of the Suite, eo push forward his preparations,* 
Bull before hu could begin bis march, it was necessary that he 
should communicate with the general at Meerut; and it was 
believed that the road from Knrnaul to Meerut was in possession 
of mutineers. In this extremity. William Hudson, a lieu- 
tenant of the Company's let Fusiliers, begged to be allowed 
to opeu a passage to the distant station. Anson, who saw the 
difficulties of the undertaking, but did nut fully appreciate 
the union, of reckless during and culm judgment which charac¬ 
terised Hudson, withheld his consent for u time: but the 
resolute subaltern prevailed at last;, and, on the 2Qtk of May, 
started from Iviirnaul with a message for Hewitt. “Hudson in 
at Umballah, I know," said an officer ai Meerut, "and [ 'H bet 
be will (urce his way through rind open com muni cations with 
the Commander- in-Chief and ourselves.' The officer knew Lis 
m.Ln. In seventy-two houre, having ridden a hundred and 
fifty-two miles through an enemy a country, delivered his mes¬ 
sage, u ml obtained nil the ret| aired information, Hudson re¬ 
turned to Kurnaul. Hurrying ou in the mml-ctirt, he presented 
himself within another four Lours he fore his chirl'ut Ifmbulkh.t 
Now that ho had acqnSred the in formation for which he hud 
Nulled. An sun drew np his plan of campaign, and recorded it 
in u despatch which lie wrote for the instruct ion of (jenaral 
Hewitt. He intended, he said, to assemble his army at Human!; 


m&53$£ " J Hb li * m * on,WB b lh ’ +*• * A P m 

»i»S’<£aBU,iSffias ■■ '•> <*• u - n. • 







123 


CHAT, III.] O0TBBEAX OF TELK MUTTST. 

to nuith thence on tlic 1st of Jims: tu enter Bughput on the 
5tii; to tiwuit there tlic tirrivfil of Hswitt with his conti ngcUT 
from Meerut; and then to advance to the uttnek of Delln. 

But lie was not suffered to execute even the first stage of 
his design. Sending on the muiu body of ins troops before 
him, he followed with the lust batch on the 2ftth of May. ^ 
Two days later he was lying dead uf cholera at Kununl. 

General Sir Henry Bur nurd, who succeeded him in the hi ? tb- 
command of the Delhi force, made a generous effort to refute r " - r ' 
the charge of incompetence which men had begun to bring 
against him: hut be only half succeeded: tor tile lut'- 
C nmnittmfBr in - Chief had lived long enough to set his mart 
upon Indian history, and he had left no mark. He had 
indeed rnuny of the qualities that go to make a general. But 
his wEtrmest panegyrists have tio L bc-cn ubL. to convince 
Englishmen that Lb whs one of the heroes of the Mutiny t For 
they felt that neither his heart norhia heed were f^rent enough 
for the a rials; and they knew that there were one or two 
giants in India who would have dashed down even the obsta¬ 
cles that beset hu path.* 

Eesolved that at least lie would aoi incur the charge of 
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delay, which had been the great crime of his predecessor in 
the eyes of the Government, Barnard made up his mind tu 
march tit once r. i join Wilson, instead of wailing ■ r l Lj * - s?L-' 
triiin: and then, after making his commuuiea Lions with 
Meerut and the Fuiijauh sure, to concentrate his whole force 
under the walla of TJclbi. His tnen at leant never doubted, 
that, within a few hours of their arrival at most, they would 
establish them selves within those walls. Strung in this 
assurance they marched on, bearing up resolutely against the 
lassitude engendered by the fierce May sun. But even 
contempt for their enemies sustained them less powerfully 
Ilian the inrions desire to be avenged upon the Murderers of 
the women uud children of their nation. Many cruel deeds 
were wrought upon that march nn villager* suspected of 
complicity in the ill- usage of the fugitives from Delhi. 
Officers, as they went to sit on courts'mania], swore that they 
would hang tlieir prisoners, guilty or innocent.; and, if tiny 
one dared to lilt up his voice against such indiscriminate 
vengeance, he was instantly silenced bv the clamours of hie 
angry comrades. Prisoners, condemned r.n death after Las tv 
trial, were mocked and tortured by ignorant privates before 
ihfdr execution, while educated officers looted on and 
approved.* 

Though nearly three weeks had passed away hince the out* 
break at Meerut, I he force that was marching thence to join 
Barnard bad only just shaken itself free from inaction. YflL 
the moat strenuous action had been required. The released 
convicts, pouring from Meerut into lLc surrounding country, 
had told the story of the outbreak as they paused from village 
Lu village. The villagers, hearing that the sepov regiments 
had mutinied, nud belie: ing that on those regiments the power 
of the Feriughees depended, relapsed into the anarchy which 
had prevailed in the good old times. The Goojurs, 'though 
they had lived from their youth up under a Government that, 
euforced obedience to the law, robbed and outraged everyone 
upon whom they could lay their hands, with an aptitude which 
could only be explained on the theory that with them the 
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prope-n&ity to crime was an inherited quality. Villagers took 
down their matchlocks, sword^ nud spears, and Fought with 
one emollier about landmarks which hat] been defined nL the 
beginning of (fie century** Murder, rapine* and wanton 
destruction went unpunished. Highwaymen robbed travellers, 
and plundered the mnil-bags. Then ernue the news From 
Delhi to increase the exultation of the evil-doers and the 
terror of the Hnglisb* Stil] T Hewitt made no altempt to 
re-establish bis authority, or to support t\w district officers. 
He did, indeed rouse him self =-o far as Lu join with Breathed in 
proalniming martial law ■ "but, as there was no Neill at Meerut 
to make the law dreaded, the proclamation remained a dead 
letter, li was not till the 24th of May* just n fortnight after 
the great ant break, that a few dragoons were sent out to 
chastise plunderers. Il is true that there was no light 
oa. v airy far the work of scon ring the country in snob heat as 
then prevailed.t Bui there were commanders in India who 
did not shrink from requiring oven infantry to make forced 
mambes For the destruction of mutineer^ under the fiercest 
sun? ti\' that Indian summer i and the soldiers of Hewitt 
dreaded hardship as little as the soldiers of Havelock or of 
Nicholson, The historian, however, has no need to rebuke 
tbe feebleness of the authorities he Meerut. The most 
scathing comment upon their inaction was the fact that, till 
those dragoon* emerged from their seclusion, the lumves hand 
behaved that not a single Englishman remained alive Ln 
Meerut Yet more titan a thousand soldiers were there, ready 
to go anywhere and do anything for their country, Thera 
was wanting only a general to command them* 

The time, however, was at hand when their mettle was to 
be tested under thi 1 only general whose unices wort available. 
Thr letter which Anson had writien to Hewitt gave the 
signal for their departure from Meerut. Chafing under their 
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were kilted or wounded ; but not for a moment did the troop ^^ 7 - 
cease ita action; find, supported by Light, it gradually forced 
the enemy to slacken Ids tire. Then a general advance of all 
arms routed the wavering foe: but he was able to carry off all 
Lb guns., and alumst nil tua ammunition to Delhi; for the 
British soldiers, parched with thirst, find fainting after the 
toil of a battle fought under a burning htiu, were physically 
unable to follow up their victory,* 5till the victory was 
decisive. Wilson hml done something to retrieve his tarnished 
reputation; t ttnd he and Ida men had fairly earned the right to 
eh arc in the attack upon Delhi- 

On the day after the second battle the conquerors wore Jmaa 1. 
reinforced hv Eeid T a Birtaoorcc Goorkubs a who had pushed WUHOnJobu 
their way southwards to Bulundshuhr, contributed to tlio iirnar 
Iran quill isatii-u of the country by indicting n signal punish¬ 
ment upon the insurgent papulation of that village* and L hence 
hastened on to overtake Wilson. The army remained upon the 
field of Ghazee-ood-deen-nuggur* waiting for instructions 
from Barnard, till the 4th of Juno, when an order came to 
march tu Alecporc- Thither Barnard arrived upon the 5th, 
and there, two days later, Wilson joined him* Thu siege-train Iwna T. 
hsid come in safely the- day before Irani FkilicHir, after many Jme *L 
hair-breadth escapes. On the night of its arrival Barnard's 
staff were anxiously debating at to the position which the 
matin curs might Lave taken up to moke their final stand, 

Unless the point could he ascertained, the General would havo 
m-idling Lo guide him in making hi? preparations for an attack* 

Li this emergency Hudson sallied forth with a few sowars, 
and* riding right up t.o the Delhi race-course* made a careful 
reconnaissance* returned to camp at day-break* and presented Inner, 
hb report. J The mutineers were strongly pasted about five 
nor Lb* west of Delhi Ut Budley-ka-yerui + a group of 
buildings protected on the right by an impassable water- 
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course, and on the left by the Nujofghnr jheel canaL* Tims 
secure from fin attack on either aide, they had posted gun s to 
defend the front of their position. Seeing the impossibility 
of making a iitmk attack upon his enemy, Barnard resolved 
to send his infantry and. light field-pieces along either side of 
Lhe main road to attack the serai, while the heavy gnus were 
to advance for their support upon the road itself. Colonel 
Hope Grant, with the cavalry and two troops of horse-artillery, 
was to move across the canal, hetween Budlee-ka-serai and 
Delhi, and then, recrossiEg, bnrl his force upon the loft rear 
uf ihti mutineers* 

In the evening of that day it was known in the camp that a 
hLittle was to he fought on the morrow. The hearts of the 
soldiers, as they passed the news from one to anneher, wore 
almost consumed by the rising Eire of their passions. Even 
the sick rose painfully from their beds t and swore that they 
would remain in hospital no longest 

Before daybreak, Hope Grant led out his brigade ^ while 
the two infantry brigades under Colonel Showers and 
Brigadier Graves marc bed straight for Bodies* ka-serai,, Day 
WAS just dawning when Bbowers's men, who had advanced, to 
within a short distance of the serai, were startled by a sudden 
fire from the enemy's guns The British field-pieces swiftly 
replied : but Graves's column, impeded by a miss of buggage- 
mrt% which had been allowed to block up the wav* was still 
two miles in the rear; and the mutineers, working their heavy 
guns with precision, began to overpower their opponents, 
then Barnard, seeing that the batteries must hi 1 taken at any 
coat, ordered the 7 5 tli to charge. Bbouting fieroelv, the 
soldiers rushed up to the serai, while the 1st Bengal Fusiliers 
hastened to their support: but the mutineers, tin appal Jed, 
fought bravely for their guns, and fell beside thorn, asking for 
no quEirter. By this time the men of the other column Lad 
come up, and, splashing through water which reached up to 
their knees, forced the left of the position, The rebels, un¬ 
able to hold their ground, were retreating steadily towards 
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Delhi, wb m Hope OraBl* suddenly appearing, hurled bis 
lancers upon them; the borse-nmllery assailed them with a 
terrible linking fire; and their orderly retreat was changed 
into a precipitate rouL 

The victors were fearfully exhausted* but still eager for 
more blood ; and Barnard resolved to follow Ejp bis saccess, 
leal the enemy should have time to rally and stop his advance- 
About half a mile beyond the serai the main road split into 
two branches. Along the left branch, loading to the cunton- 
mcntSp Barnard and Graves marched with part of the force; 
while the remainder* under Wilson, was sent along the other 
towards the city* The matinners were spin discovered! strongly 
posted on the Bidge. The entire British army was too email 
to make a front attack upon the whole length of tbdr posi¬ 
tion; hut it wai intended that the two divisions, falling upon 
cither flank r should re-unite in the centre, while Bciri with his 
(irjurkflh> was attacking in front. The left column was 
harassed in its advance hv a heavy fire from a battery which 
the enemy had established at the Flagstaff Tower, the extreme 
end of his position : but it held on resolutely ■ ami now 
Graves was triumphantly leading bis men into the canton* 
roams from which K just four -weeks before, lie had been 
ex [ml Id by bis own troops. Presently Wilson's column came 
up r b living fought its way under a E-till more grilling fire 
dirt-oted against it from the cover of walls and gardens along 
Hs route. Then the exhausted troops lay down to rest 
and eat a mouthful of food : but the tenth were not yet pitched 
when the enemy, emerging from the city, opened n fresh fire. 
The GoorkaLs, the Hi ilea* the Fusiliers, ruul some of the 7oth 
hud to rouse themselves to repel the Attack ; and it was not 
lill five o’clock, after sixteen 1 sours marching and lighting. 
Lisp i ibn v id tori Nits army laid its weapons aside.* 

Ike British loss bad been severe: but the victory wns 
worth the price paid for it; for the enemy bad sustained the 
Lliird and bloodiest of their defeats; they hod been forced to 
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surrender to their conqueror a coirnnaniHng position from 
which he could attack them to the greuteyL advantage while 
keeping open his eommumcations with the sourer? of Lis 
supplies and expected reinforcements ; and they hud been 
driven ignominious l y by a force far smaller than their own to 
take refuge within the walls of the city Jroin which they hud 
but lately expelled every Christian inhabitunt whom they hud 
not murdered, 

The sun was atall high above the weaE horizon : but the 
fierce heat of the day bad spent itself; and the soldiers,, as 
they stood upon the Ridge, had leisure to look down upon a 
scene of glorious beauty* Hight in from of them lay the 
imperial oity of India. The long line of wall that fenced jr 
in wus broken at intervals by massive gaies and bullions half* 
bidden by clumps of trees. Straight across the oHv within 
run the broad Chundna Uhouk, fringed by rows of Lrec?i; ssqi! 
here and there* above the labyrinth of streets and limes on 
either si do, stately bouses and graceful mosques gleameil in 
tliu siiiu On the left, in the midst of a fair garden, rm# the 
lofty red walls and round towers of llie palace which Shah 
Jehan had reared ; anti mi an island to the north of it. the old 
tow ere of Strlimgurh frowned down upon the blue spark¬ 
ling waters oi the Jumna. In the centre of the city, high 
ulieve al] t soared the swelling white marble domes and tail 
minarets of the Jumnm Muejid ■ stud far away to the south 
in the midst of a vast namly waste strewn with the ruins of 
old Delhi, ruse the gigantic Minnr of Enotnb.* 

Exhausted though they were, the British lay down to rest 
with light lie arts; for they did not know how many weary 
weeks lhey were to HpenJ outside the walla which they bad 
boasted that they would overpass on the day of their arrival. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


TEE NORTH-WESTEBfl PROVINCES, dWAUOB AND 
MJFOOTANA-* 


Before tLe^glad tidings of the victory at Budlee-ka-se™ had 18 $^ 
been despatched from the British camp, the affects of the out- Ttie 
break at Meerut bad begun to day clop themselves through the ^ e ^ r:j 
length and breadth of the North-Western Provinces. The 
ppa&iint population of this extensive region, who lied snfterfd 
grievously under the consuming tyranny of the Mahmttaa, 
lifld gmae on steadily prospering since the introduction 
of British rule : hut the great laud owners had been 
hnrniK&ted and exasperated by the levelling action of the 
modem revenue system. Moreover* even the poorer classes, 
though thdr material welfare had been so improved, disliked 
uml suspected the educational measures of the Smew masters ; 
abused their civil procedure; complained that the rmiivo 
magistrates and police whom they appointed were unfit io be 
trusted with power ; and bitterly resented their protection of 
the hateful bimyuh in his extort ion. f Thus, when the storm 
broke, sagacious administrators feared that the strain would 
be too great for the loyalty of the people. Their anxiety 
tmisr hair been increased when they reflected that a single 
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regiment urd battery ul Agru, ami the dishonoured troops at 
Meerut formed the only European force whose nid they canid 
command, In that crisis, however. the personal elm rue ter of 
n ruler wus a graver consideration than the number of troops 
at his disposal. 

The ruler of tlio North-Western Provincr-s, lieutenant- 
Governor John Oolviij- With u mind that cuuhl master the 
minutest Administrative details,- he whs esteemed as nn able 
civil officer, a kiud friend, a conscientious, brave, Christian 
gentleman. Yet, with all his gilts of intellect and graces of 
character, he lacked that robust self-reliance, that unswerving 
decision, which enabled many men liir iuferinr to him in other 
respects to pass triumphantly through tic ordeal of the Indian 
Mutiny. Many said that his faith in his own judgment had 
been shattered when the great disaster of 1841 had c- z posed 
the hollowness nf the policy which, ns Lord Auckland's trusted 
secretary, he was believed to have nd vised.t Be this, however, 
os it may, iL is certain that some nf those who best ]niv-d J„hn 
Colvin regarded him as unfit lor the responsible post which lie 
held in 1857. 

Tbo bend-quarters of the Government of the North-Western 
Provinces were at Agra. This city, which is situated on the 
right bank of the Jumna, a hundred find thirty-nine miles 
from Delhi, was perhaps the rich eat of all the cities of India 
iu specimens of the noble architecture of the Moguls. In 
the midst of a desolate expanse near the left bank was u 
mausoleum, which die beautiful Empress, Nour Mahal, 
erected over the body of her father. It was from the 
minarets of this edifice that the most comprehensive view 
of the city might he obtained. The blue rippling waters 
of the river, over which bright-plum aged birds Covered 
and skimmed, flowed past over smooth sands. On the 
opposite bank, close to the waters edge, stood the marble 
palace of Sh.th Jefoin, its pin nudes and turrets glittering in 
the sun, and reflected in the dear stream: the "three while 
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domes atid the gilded spires of the Pearl Mosque peeped out 
hIkjvs the grim red will Is of the fort: the bisMiooed waits and 
gateways of the city were partly hidden, by the foliage of 
many trees : and tiic eye, ns it wandered tmr t3ie various 
features of the pimnmmii, whs riveted sit lust by the domes 
iiud minarets of the Taj MehaL On the landward aide of 
the fori stretched the cantonments and the civil station, in 
the Latter of which stood the residence of the Lieutenant- 
Governor.* 

The news from Meerut reached him on the 11; h of May, P*iiay af 
Alarmed by a (HIsc report which said that the mutineers were 
m their way from Delhi to Agrn, he summoned n repre 
sentalive one noil of the civil and military officers* clergy men, 

•md Europeans of every class r to discuss tbs state of dtiure, 

The coimdl met on the 13tli. Colvin's own idea T he said, 
to absmdon thn station, and retire within the fort, This 
Pr■ -pos:il was met by a s tonn • ■ I' remon s trances ; and it aopri 
became clear that [he Lieutenant-Governor had no rtLil 
power over his multitude of counsellors. The meeting was 
m stormy its that of a French Assembly. Some officers 
ijctuaUy rushed uninvited into the room* lo ask for in- 
ytriictions, nr offer advice. Everyone had his own 
theory as to the way in which the crisis should be met* 

At last it was agreed that the best policy would lie 
tn secure the fort without betraying any fear, raise a corps 
of voltoteofs, and appoint a parade of the troops for the 
following morniogp The parade was accordingly held ^ ami Mur, it. 
Colvin himself cattle down to address Lhe men. Turning 
lirst to the English soldi ere, ho begged them not to district 
their native comrades, hut added with unhappy impulsiveness, 

4if lhe rascals at Delhi have killed a clergymen s daughter, 
and* if you have to meet them in the held, you will not 
forget tbifi.' 5 The mm looked m if they would like to lira a 
volley at the sepoys thorn and then. Passing to the latter, 
bolvin assured tlisrn of his sincere confidence In their 
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loyalty, and offered to listen to any complaints which they 
might wish to mate. Prompted by their officers to cheer* 
they uttered a yell, and looked with a devilish scowl at the 
Europeans. 

Colvin was deaf to that threatening yell., and blind to that 
devilish gdowI, Ho did not err for lack of sound advice. 
Colonel 1 raser, the Child Engineer, implored him to romovo 
thy n n bi- com Lu units into the fort, and to secure the property 
of the Lrovemmrat and of private individuals within its 
walls while there wan yet time. But, tines the meeting of 
iIjl! previous day t Colvin had suffered himself to be persuaded 
that there was no real danger \ and in the third week of May 
lie sent a aeries uf telegrams to Canning, assuring him that 
Lire worst would soon he over. Still he knew- dial, though iL 
might he easy to weather Lbc sLarin J the pilot could not 
aflbrd to be wholly in Lie Live. He therefore resolve ii to apply 
to viindin and the Raj ah oi Bhurtpore for the help oJ P their 
Mahfftttfl and JaL troops, believing that the mutiny had been 
set on foot by the Court of Delhi, and would be effectually 
opposed by the two races who were the hereditary enemies of 
Lie Mogul. -Both princes made baste to prove their loyalty; 
and Colvin, cheered by Cunning a hearty assarunees of 
support, and strengthened by his bestowal of full powers 
looked confidently forward to the resturatiDu of order** 

Boon, bow ever r news arrived from AUygiirh, wbiob dis¬ 
turbed bis serenity. For a week, indeed, after the story of 
the Meerut outbreak had reached them, the detachment of the 
Dth Native Infantry winch garrisoned that sinrimi showed 
no sign of disloyalty, mid oven delivered up to justice a 
Brahmin who had formed a plot for the murder of the 
British officers. But on the evening of the 20th, when the 
conspirator hud just been bung m the presence of the paraded 
troops, el sepoy pointed ta the quivering body, and esdaimsd 
to bis comrades, “ Behold a martyr to our religion, " The 
appeal at once kindled their smouldering paasians into dame. 
They did not indeed lay violent hands upon their officers ; 
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but they drove Lbem away, and went themselves to join 
the rebels at 1J■= 11 ■ L The result of this mutiny wns noLsimply 
the loss ol' iin important station* It stopped the eomnupiiac¬ 
tion between Meerut rmd Agra, und set an example which was 
speedily followed by other detachments of the Uth at Bo* 
lundshnhr, Eta wall, And Mynpooria, Meanwhile u panic 
hud arisen at Agra. Carts loaded with women„ children* 
furniture beds, und bedding were to be seen muling info 
the fort ■ LMirriageH and foot puesmogers swarming nJoog the 
to iidu to u large building which had been appointed as a 
place of refuge; timid citizens running for their liven to 
their houses, yurearning, as they went* that thy mutineers 
vv-.jy missing the bridge. Every Englishman curried a sword 
or a revolver. One civilian was observed to turn ghastly 
pule, and was ovei heard warning his underlings to savo their 
hves as heal they could. - * The only undo tided faces were 
those ot the young officers, who bathed, and rode, and played 
billiards as merrily us ever- It was for the lieutenant-Go vomer 
to bit mi example of dignified courage alike to Lbu timid and 
to the careless ; to recognise the danger, and to take measures 
for repelling it. He* however., was not yet convinced 
of the Seriousness of Lhe crisis* Persuaded that the 
great majority of the Bengal army would return to their 
duty, if once they were assured (shut they would be leniently 
dealt with, ho took upon himself the responsibility of issuing u 
pjoclfttuuisuD, which he intended to ba understood as uttering 
forgiveness to all who would give up their arms, except those 
who had maliciously instigated revolt, or taken port in the 
murder of Europeans, The proclamatiou* however was su 
loiiadf worded that Canning, fearing that it might open a 
door of escape lu muuy who deserved punishment, orduted 
his lieutenant to rescind it, anil publish in its place a more 
explicit document which he had himself drawn up. But, 
though the incident gave risu to much controversy at Lise 
time, it ia of slight historical importance ; for neither procla¬ 
mation Lad the smallest effect in quelling mutiny. The 
sepoys wonld not have appreciated forgiveness until they 
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Imd been taught to fear punishment. This was clearly 
demonstrated only five days (tfier die issue of Colvin's 
proclamation. (jn the -JOdi of May the garrison of Muttra 
roae ; and on the following mumiug the iktuirhment which 
tin? itajah of Bhurtpore Lad sent in answer to Colvin's appeal, 
and by the aid of which it bad been intended to intercept the 
-Muttra mutineers on their way to Delhi, followed their ex¬ 
ample and drove their officers away.* 

On the preceding night the news of the mutiny at Mottra 
Imd reached the ears of Edmond Drummond, the Magistrate 
This fiflieer laid gamed a decided ascetidenev over 
the mind of the Lieutenant-Govern or, whose proposal to 
withdrew within the I or t ho had strenuously combated, while 
insisting upon the necessity of showing confidence in the 
loyalty tti die sepoys. Since he bad given this advice, 
however, n series of mutinies bad proved it worthless. 
Moreover, though Agra itst-li had remained comparatively 
rpiivt, nightly fires and secret meetings proved that there, 
ua elsewhere, the poison was working in the sepoys 
minds. The English had been Jiving in the misery of sus¬ 
pense Day after day the judges bad been forced to take 
their seats upon the bench, and listen, with distracted 
attention, to tedious arguments, which, they imd good cause 
to fear, would soon be settled by violence rather than law. 
All meanwhile had begun to sec in the weak impulsiveness 
with which their chief gave orders only to countermand them, 
evidences of an instability of character which disqualified him 
to rule in troublous times. Drummond therefore hastened 
to rouse him from his sleep, and, after telling his storv, 
urged that the time Imd coma for disarming the native 
regiments at Agra. At first Colvin hesitated; but he soon 
yielded to the firmness of his colleague, I a the morning a 
general parade was held, nod the sepoys were deprived 
of their anus. The English at Agra could breathe fr,eiy 
tmee ruore.f * 
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Mwimrhil-' Colvin Iwd b«ra rising frig best to reeover Eib 1S5 '‘ 
bold lipon the stations which be had lost. Several detach- Chirm’s 
manta of the Gwalior Contingent went forth from Agra to ^^V^rdor 
pacify the country : bnt t thongh they did good service for a 
iLtnu, I lie gh t of the villagers rising in revolt mid every alga 
oi 1 British authority foiling away throughant the districts 
which they traversed, was a teal too strong for their loyalty \ 
llulI soon one after another rose in rebellion. Moreover, 5ln, 7 ai 
though a portion of the Agra vduotoe-ra, acting m cavalry, 
performed ynmigh to show thui ^unie vitality was left in the 
British power, they were not, numerous enough to hold the 
villagers ill cheek ; ami, after the mutiny of the Gwalior Con- 
tin gent h even the most resolute of them were obliged to fall 
bock on the capital. 

l ,v iir more snd r however, than the tales of mutiny and 
rehdlliou which grieved the Lieutenant-Governor was the 
report that, at n distant station, a British officer had turned 
his hack upon the subject people, Soma distance to the north 
of Meerut fay the station of Mozuffermiggur, where a few MozulTar- 
sapoyii, belonging to one of the regiments that bad mutinied ~^ VJm 
at Meerut, were pasted for the protection of the treasury. It 
waa hardly to be expected that they would remain quiet a 
moment after the news from Meerut should reach them. 

They did so, however, until the civil population sec them an 
" sample of rebel lion. And that Ebe civil population rebelled 
direcnly owing to the miserable cowardice oi" the lun^ia- 
tnut-, Berford, who, not content with dosing the public offices 
as sewn an lie heard of the mutiny at Meerut, and thus prac¬ 
tically confessing the overthrow of British authority, actually 
withdrew the sepoys whose duty it was to guard the gaol T for 
1 ^ 1 ‘ protection of bis own! life. It is not improbable that those 
shrewd judges of character felt that their new eh urge was leas 
valuable than the one from which they had just been with- -r 

drawn. Anyhow they, ns well as the townspeople Find the 
villnger&j showed theiff agreoment with lhe magistrate’s eati- ^ 
ruiiLu of his owu power of rule by entering upon a course of 
sin discriminate plunder* But at ibu more northerly sLution of 
rSuliiirunpure there were worthier representatives of the British ^tOmruiapore, 
power, lb are the magistrate, SpanMe* and Ids colleague, 
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Dumias Robertson, though tficry imcl only a low hundred 
eopovs and policemen of doubt] ul loyally to control a nnruri- 
onsly dksifooLtfd population of over 3i million, mid, though 
the rising which Bertbfd 1 * pp wiHnnirji ity had encouraged, 
increased their diEtioulties, resolved never to neknowledge Lhat 
Llieir authority eon Id be overthrown* Knowing that the 
existence of the empire hung, in n mimnf-r, upon theiir randuut, 
for with the safety of ;Sahurunpore was bound up that oi i lv 
neighbouring district of Roorkhee, from which ilouo could be 
drawn a large portion of the siege material indispensable for 
the reduction of Delhi, they ml out into the diaUriel to collect 
the rovenue as calmly its in the most peaceful timn^ led their 
baht-hearted sepoys against the inuurgent villagers, and* when 
mutiny at last broke out, still continued with the uid of;- i o I- 
ol GroorkaliSp who had been sunt to lIi t-ir assistance^ to assert 
Lheir supremacy.* 

Meanwhile the Lieu ten ant-Govern nr hud hardly begun Lei 
congratulate himself upon the relief which tho disarming of 
the native regiments had giv.m to Agra before ominous news 
reached him from Koliilcnnd. At Whabjehanpom Lhe sepoys, 
after rein tuning comparatively quiet for a iuitnight after tbn 
news from Meerut had reached them, ruse on the a 1st of May, 
Some oi the English were slaughtered. t Uliana, escaping 
through the disunion of the unit infers, tied acmes the frontier 
into Gude, and besought the Rajah of Powain to shelter them. 
He declared that ho could but do so- Baffled and weary p but 
atill clinging to the hope of life, the fugitives went oil their 
wity, and, alter a day And night of untold hardships reached 
Moluimdee in Oil do* There they found another party of 
Europeans* Three days aiiur wards the whole body eel 
out for Aurangabad, trusting to the solemn outhe of the native 
troops belonging Us the station which tke> bad jagt loll, that 
they would not injure them. In wingkd hopu and tear they 
pressed on till they were close to their goal. Looking round p 
diey saw the troops following (Jose behind, fciill they pushed 
on, fearing treachery, but rial giving up hope till, when they 
wcj v within hall a mile o I Autnn gab ad, iheir purs acre rushed 
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forward and began iu fire. Tlia fugitives, of whom four were 
liule children. collected under a ires, and the ladies, descend¬ 
ing from a buggy in which they wore travel ting; calmly joined 
in prayer* That last service was soon over; for the umr- 
dti'erfi fell qpon them t and in Leu minutes all but two were 
lying dead* stripped of everything that they bad un> 

k wus at Harshly* however, lLlulC die progress of affairs was 
must anxiously awaited; for this town wins qql only Lba 
capital of RghiJcuod, but also the seat of the Commissioner 
and the head-quarters of three native regiments„ Long before 
die outbreak- at Meerut, the story of the luscur of Dum-Dum 
had t unud its way thither and caused cxeitement aiming ilm 
sepoys: but, oven as lata os the close of the third week in May* 
the Brigadier wrote to Colvin, expressing bis belief in their 
loyalty- Hie second in command, Colonel Colin Troup, shared 
his coiiEdenoe* Till the '2&ih. all went well. On the morning 
of that, day Troup heard that the two infantry regiments were 
going to rise within a few hours. The remaining regiment, 
the 8th I rregular Cavalry, was accordingly ordered to got under 
arms. The men obeyed the order with the utmost apparent 
zeal; but no mutiny took place oiler all. Thai, very evening, 
however, Troup heard that even in the ranks of the irregulars 
there were traitors. But their coimjuimlauL Captain Mao* 
ksnstie, would not libteu to a word in their liispAragemeiiL, 
He bad done his duty Lo wards them fur years with heart and 
soul: he was justly proud of their noble appearance and their 
proved efficiency ; and be could appeal to the readiness with 
which ihey had volunteered to go on service to Pegu in 1852, 
and to their splendid conduct during the campaign, as an irre¬ 
fragable proof of their loyalty, Ilia comb denes was soon to be 
tested. On lIic morning of the dlst of May lie was informed 
by one of I its native officers tliaL the infantry regiments were 
going to rise at cnee. Only half believing the report, he 
nevertheless resolved to be on his guard. Me imd his officers 
bad hardly put on their uniforms, when the brigade-major 
camu rushing up to tell them that the mutiny bad already 
begun. The words were only just spoken when the roar of 
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LS5T. artillery nod she report* of musketry were beard icnOrmiug 
their truth, Mackenzie iostautly rode down to ihe lines to 
turn otit bis men. The right wing obeyed ut unco; bat 
Mackenzie, noticing chut die troopers of the left wing were 
leas prompt, went among nil cm in person, end was busy form' 
mg diem up, when suddenly he saw the right wing moringdL 
Gel I oping after them, he naked what tho movement meant. 
A native aflhrar replied that Colonel Troup bad onderud it. 
The answer was i|iiitc true. Troup had given the ufder 
because be knew that there were traitors among the Irregulars; 
but it whs not improbable that the rest might have obeyed 
Mackenzie, if Troup bad not interfered* As it was. when 
Mackenzie asked leave to Luke Lhe men hack* and attempt the 
recovery of the guu&j Troup replied, fl It is no use ; but do an 
you like-" It was indeed too late. Troup's unfortunate order 
bad been (be turning point in the crisis. Before Mackenzie 
bad finished talking, the senior native officer had ridden oft' 
the ground with the left wing: Perceiving their absence, but 
not at first understanding its cause, Mackenzie told the right, 
wing tbat be was going to take them to recover the guns, 
Hiding at their head to the parade ground* be there found the 
left wing drawn up aide by side with the mutinous infantry; 
rrj(ie up to them alone to try to win them back ; and was 
apparently just going to succeed when some of the infantry* 
win had been looking on inLenlly at the struggle of inclina¬ 
tions, as a kst resource, summoned tho troopers in thonanred; 
their religion to join them. The appeal was as magnail in its 
effect as that of the Brahmin tepoy at Allygurh. The left 
wing yielded to Lbs temptation: the right wing followed their 
example ; and Maekenzie T seeing that the day was lost, rode 
oft" with twenty-threo faithful troopers, and, overtaking Troup* 
who had fled with the surviving Europe ana, sscapod with him 
to Nynes Tab* 

Khuc Balia* In Bareilly n pensioner of the British Guv eminent named 

dowKhim. i^lmu BiibadoLir KLan + was proclaimed \ i-a-roy, and began 
his reign by ordering all tljo English upon whom lie could 
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] jit his hands to be executed. But !*-■ could not kill their daunt- 
lea a spirit, One uf them, dragged into his presence before* he 
wag taken to execution* proudly defied him to do his worn* 
and warned him that the worst he could do would not be 
fthk to hinder the British from overthrowing his usurped 
dominion,* 

The loss of Bareilly soon made itself felt. On the very June 1 
next Jny the sepoy e at Budaon mutinied ; and William BaUmm. 
Edwards, the magistrate, who, without n single white man 
tn hear him company, had held hh ground su long as it had 
been possible Lu main Lain even a show of authority over the 
disaffected population which surrounded tom* wus forced to 
fly for his life* At Moradabud indeed, the bulk of the Native M&ridatui 
lufisntiy regiment, influenced hy the master-spirit of the 
judge. Orhorofi Wilson, whose strength of character was 
rehustiimly acknowledged hy the worse enemies of British rule, 
not. only remained quiet during the fortnight that succeeded 
the outbreak at Meerut, bur* on three distinct occasions* 
showed the most loyal zeal iu checking the attacks of muti¬ 
neers from other stations. Before [eng, however, they Lou 
succumbed to the contagion of rebellion in the surrounding 
country and the Irresistible influence af the news that the 
regiments ELt Bareilly had risen. On the 3rd of Juno they 
rose ; and the English officials, after looking helplessly on 
at the plunder of the Government property, reluctantly with- 
drew from the station which they hud ao hopefully nud 

an valiantly ik-funded.f 

Uiih the loss iif Moradabad f the dotmfall of British rule B#h(ku-ud 
in Rohilcticd was complete. Anarchy took its plane; for the hom*t*a 
rnle oi Khun Bahadoor Khun was never universally acknow¬ 
ledged. \ IllagBre lit Lacked sepoys whenever they hud a chance 
of success. Hindoos were fobbed and murdered by Mahome¬ 
tans. 11 1 : ■ Viceroy himself though he could not keep the 
peuc« 7 was strong enough to repress the Hindoo barons who 
disputed his power, and punished their disobedience with 
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merciless cruelty. Even in ft proclamation which he issued 
immediately after his naurpatic^ to gain over th^ Hind nos 
io Ins cause, he could not help betraying the inmate Mnboma* 
tun spirit of persecution* by threatening to slaughter the kine 
of all who would not join him in ex Urn muting the Christians. 
Such a rule coald not hut be execrated by all ^ho were 
unable to protect themselves. For plunder* confiscation, 
mutilation, and murder were everywhere rife : everywhere the 
strong preyed upon the weak ; and all who cared for peace 
and security sighed for the restoration of the British 
power. 

The district nf Furmcrkabud still remains to bo considered. 
Though belonging to tho Agra Division, it was peopled by a 
race closely akin to the tierce Fatbane of Hohilouud. The 

■p 

Mahometans were numerically a Email minority ; but in no 
district of the North-Western Provinces were they mo to 
turbulent or more antagonistic tn law and order as such. 
Many of them were of good family, and, mindful of the past 
glories of the Jr ancestors, too proud to work and too poor not 
to welcome any opportunity of acquiring riches. Though, 
however, before the end of May the district was a urging in 
rebellion, the lOth Native Infantry ar she capital* Fnttehgurh, 
without bring wholly obedient, remain ad qiuot longer than 
anv other oorpy in the Division. On the IGth of -Time, 
indeed, they informed their commanding officer, Col op cl 
Smith* that they had been called upon by the -list, who had 
lately risen a| Bee tn pore in Ondc, to murder their officers, 
and promised to fight for the Company, which had so long 
cared for them, agninst these mutineers. Yet, only two days 
I liter* they told the Colonel that they would obey him no 
longer* and warned him to retire within the Fort* 

Ho lost no time in following their advice* A fortnight 
before, be had sent off about a hundred and seven tv of his 
non-combatants to Cawnpore, m be out of the renrli of danger* 
Forty of these, however, had tamce returned F and now, with 
some thirty others who were unable to bear arms, and only 
thirty-three fighting men, took refuge in the asvlum pointed 
am by the sepoys. They had so little ammunition that they 
were obligt-d to collect screws, till La* and bolts for grape. 
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Btill the sepoys showed no signs of advancing to the attack* 
They Imd acknowledged the tfaboh of Fumickabad as their 
ruler, but hud refused to give him the Government treasure, 
which had fallen into their hands: and, when die 41st* who 
land arrived from Seeinpore* demended a share in the plunder, 
they too met with & rebuff. Violent dissensions then broke 
out between the two regime tits. Most of the 10 th escaped 
with their ilUgotien gains across the Ganges into Oiide, rind 
dispersed to their homes- The rest were attacked by the 
i 1st After many had fallen on both sides, the survivors 
agreed to join in an attack on the fbrL It was not* how¬ 
ever, till the morning of the E7th of June, that thev opened 
flre^ For several days their efforts were of n □ avail ; for, us 
they were weaker than the garrison in artillery, they contented 
themselves with discharging their mnskets from behind trees 
und bushes, and over and anon bringing up ladders, which, 
in the face of the an erring fire directed against them* they 
were never able to pi line against the walls. On the fifth day* 
however, finding ell their efforts at escalade useless, they 
ni;cttpji.’d il number of houses surrounding the fort, and from 
their roofs poured a deadly fire into hs interior. Still iho 
garrison, though they now be^nn to lose men feat, coii- 
tiunrd night end day to maintain a noble defence. The 
women prayed without censing for their defenders, Pro mi- 
u-Mjt am« mg the men was the chaplain, Fisher, whose frank 
iiM'J ULimJy nature endeared him to all, and who* like Walker 
ur Londonderry, only relaxed his efforts to solace and 
encourage his people with the words of Christ, that ha might 
jinn with them in repelling the enemy + Yet even the no stir- 
priced Ljoiirnge of the garrison could only protract the unequal 
druggie. The enemy succeeded in exploding a mine under 
‘he Tort; and, though they wero twice hurled hack from the 
l'i ,|L ii'.di which it had opened in the walls, they persevered > :m«l 
began to ^ink another shaft. Than Colonel Smiths seeing 
no hope u| Buecmir, mu] reflecting lIili± Lis am muni lion 
waa fast failing, that ninny of hi* hesT men had iiilleu, and 
lhat the survivors were worn out by the sleepless labour uf 
iFju itaftfbce, resolved to attempt-an escape. 

1 liretp IlOKtts lay moored beneath the walk ol the fori. 
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lulu these Uio garrison descended on the night of (ho 3rd of 
July 4 t2a.il July. By two o'clock dll wore in tht-ir places; and the touts, 
commanded respectively by Colonel Smith, Colonel Goldie, 
and Major Robertson, begun to drop down the fiver, But 
there was already light enough for the sepoys to etc that 
their prey was escaping; imd, with fierce yells, they started 
in. purs nil. The current, however, carried the fugitives so 
swiftly away time thnir pursuers, stumbling along the uneven 
hunk, could not gain upon them : but presently Goldies 
boat ran aground ; and, while its occupant* were being trans¬ 
ferred to one of the others, ihe sepoys cams hofrying up 
slid opsued lire, Maanwhila the two remaining boats had 
beeii lignin set in motion, anti drifted on, pursued but still 
untouched, as fur as the village ol Siugerampore. There 
Robert sun s bout also gronnilcd | and the villngtrj, taking 
advantage of the accident swarmed down to join in the 
attack. Then Major Monro, Captain Yibiart, and Lieutenants 
Eckford, Henderson, and tS wseten ham sprung ashore, charged 
up the hank, and drove the mob away, Upturning to the 
river, they found that every effort tu push off Robertson’? 
boat bad failed, while the other bad drifted far down the 
stream. The poor people who were left behind were still 
wondering what was to become of (hem, when they saw two 
hunts earning down the stream, full of sepoys who, ns soon 
ns they had got within range, poured a dreadful Ere into 
their midst. Then Robertson besought the ladies tn leap 
into the river with their children, raLher than full into the 
bauds of their inhuman enemies. Most of them did * 0 ; 
nnd now tlmir last agony begun. Some wore shut down by 
the sepoys or the swarms of rebel villagers. Others wen; 
token prisoners, brought back to the Nabob, and blown away 
from his guns. Others were carried away by the swift river", 
Robertson saw his wife turn from hi* grasp, JlJlt i drowned, 
and only escaped himself to die two months afterwords nf 
the wounds which he had received. The gallant Fisher too 
saw his wife and child drowned in bis arms, liu and one 
other survivor, named Jones, i.W succeeded in rwuhing 
Smith's bom. Jones, who had been crucify wounded, rc^ 
usnined with some friendly villagers who offered him food and 
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abater. The remainder found their Lust rest] ug-pl ace In the 
city of Cawupiu^.* 

Meanwhile the Xu bob Lad persuaded most of the native 
officials to Lake service antler him t aud bad murdered every 
Christian upon whom be could lay Lis bands. 

The mutiny at FuLtebgtirb sounded the knoll of British rule 
in the Dosib, Lb b eonptry between the Ganges and the Jumna. 
The history of the Mutiny in that countrv and iu Reddle und, 
is s pi-chilly interesting, aot only because it describes some of 
the most fcragii* scenes of that sad lime, but also because it 
furnishes the most complete and important body of evidence 
for determining the nature of the purely military and the 
various other factors of the rising. The b eel taring demeanour 
of many of the mutineers, notably nf the Irregulars at 
Bareilly, in the very midst of the crisis* the practical loyalty 
of others up to the very day of mutiny, a loyalty which 
cannot be satisfactorily accounted for on the theory of 
accomplished dissimulation, the fact that few detachments 
mutinied until the nm< that neighbouring detach me nts bad 
committed themselves, or the infection of civil rebellion 
overcame their fidelity, and that some rim eg ll mere accident, 
like the exclamation of the fanatical eopoy at AH_ygurh, 
occasioned the outbreak,, prove that, however skilful and 
chi borate may have been the attempts of the ringleaders to 
secure concerted action among their dopes, there wns nothing 
like perfect organination among the various sections of the 
mutineers even up to the time of mutiny, that ig, oven up to 
tile comph tioil of the first step only towards the attainment 
of their objects. It is more than likely that,, if we take Into 
account as well the natural tendency of men thrown together 
Mj large masses to ding off the restraints of law and order 
whoq once the example of successful contempt of autboritv 
hes been set, the theory advanced by an intelligent limb- 
min sepoy, in conversation with that able officer, Julius 
Medley af die Bengal Engineers, is the true one — *'* Sir, 
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there is one knave* and nine fools; the knave comproiniBes 
the others, and then tells them it 18 too lute to draw back." 

Erom the point of view of the kistuiiiiii, howover, it is 
more important to Is urn liow the civil population felt and 
tuned daring the Mutiny than to analyse the phenomena 
of the Mutiny itself. It is hard for a reader unacquainted 
■with the characteristics of Indian society to picture to himself 
the headlong violence with which the floods □!' anarchy 
swept over the North-Western Provinces when once mil Liny 
had let them loose. Neither the Hindoos nor the Mnho- 
no titans generally regarded the English with any parti utilar 
dislike ■ they were ready to acknowledge the comparative 
justice and efficacy and the absolute benevolence of English 
rule: hot they were too Ignorant to perceive that it was their 
interest to support it; they knew nothing of the reserve 
force that was available to rescue it in case of danger; and 
therefore, when the defeotion of the eopoy army seemed to 
threaten it with destruction, they naturally relapsed into the 
turbulent habits of their an res lot*, and prepared to make 
their profit out of the new order of tilings* Ewnds of 
mutineers and hordes of escaped convicts roamed over the 
countryj and incited the villagers to inm upon the Ferin ghees. 
Itajahg emerged from their seclusion, gathered their retainers 
Li round them, and proclaimed their resolve to establish their 
authority, us vassals of the King of Delhi. Mobs of 
Mahometan fanatics unfurled their green flags, and shouted 
for the revival of the supremacy of Islam. Swarms of 
CrnojnrSp starting up on every side, and girding on their 
swards and bucklers, and shouldering (heir ins. told nets, 
robbed Lite mail curt.s F plundered peaceful village^ and mur¬ 
dered the villagers. Mobs of bud mashes set fire to tehseels, 
and drove out the tdisaelditt-* The native police, who had 
generally been recruited from the dangerous cks.scs r and 
whom interest, not loyalty, had hitherto kept on the aide of 
authority, felt that there was mi thing to he gained by en¬ 
deavouring ta [ini[i up i: doomed g * it e rumen t, and threw in 
their lot with the evil doers. Dispossessed landowners. 


* I utweaWir-— line bjcidi native Tvranm officer of a per%ummh OT CPTLPty. 
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clutching at the opportunity for which they had long waited, 
gathered their old tenants together, hooted out the purse- 
proud ops tarts who had bought up their estates* and 
triumphantly re-established themselves in their ancestral 
homes. Insolvent debtors mobbed and slaughtered without 
pity the effeminate bnnyaha, whose extortion Lbey would 
have punished long before, but for their dread of the strong 
arm of the law, Kvon the Hindoo villagers, who, with the 
exception of those with whom robbery was a hereditary 
calling, remained quietly in their homes, were not sorry to 
Lear of the overthrow of a Government which they regarded 
merely u* an irresistible engine for tho collection of taxes. 
How disastrous was the oollap&e of authority will he under¬ 
stood horn the foot that public works* except those under token 
for mi titary purposes, absolutely ceased; that surveys had to 
he suspended ; that civil justice could only be administered in 
a few isolated and favoured spots ; that education was either 
stopped, or frequently interrupted; and that in fact, with tbs 
exception of the administration of criminal justice and the 
colIccLiun of the revenue, the organism of Government was 
paralysed. 

On the other baud, many of those who committed them- 
irlvi'H to the cause of rebellion were actuated not by inclination, 
but by fear. Most of the talookdars were shrewd enough to 
perceive that it would not answer their purpose to join the 
rebels; and though of the whole body of influential land- 
ownflfs some unquestionably took an active part against us, 
u considerable number were passively loyal, and some few 
uiRufally threw themselves into the breach, and exerted 
their inlinenco to atom the rush of insurrection, A fair 
proportion of native officials stood gaUnruly at their posts, 
some uJT them even giving their lives for the alien Govern- 
tneiu which puid them, Those natives who bad been taught 
English were generally, and those who bad been converted to 
Christianity in variably loyal, Finally, with the exception of 
tbf hardened criminals, the? professional robbers, and those 
■ft!io knew that the mercy of □ long-suffering Government 
could never be extended to them, even the iusui'geiiLa 
themselves soon 1 earned by bitter experience, that the 
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evils of anarchy outweighed ita advantages, and hailed the 
British officers who came to re-establish authority* m 
deliverers,* 

While day after Jay heart-breaking talcs of mutiny ttnd 
massacre wt-r«? reiich ing the ears of the Lieit i enah I -Go v.■ rnor K 
he was anxiously asking himself what course tlie native allies 
of the British would pursue. Was it certain Lhat Sindia’s 
troops would not follow the example of the Bengal army ? 
Was U even certain that Bin dm would not himself stir them 
up to follow it? Had tho Paramount Power ti• ne anything 
to attach him to its rule ; nr had it treated him with 1 lie 
insolence of a foreign conqueror? At the time when Ellen- 
borough hud been obliged to interfere in the affairs of Gwalior * 
Sindia had been too young to uke his part in governing: 
but in I S02 the British Government declared hi„s minurhy at 
an end, and appointed as his Bewtn, or Prime Minister, a 
young pundit named Dinkur Ituo. who was afterwards pro¬ 
nounced by the Political Agent to be the ablest and best of 
the natives of India. The Lewon indeed soon proved bin - If 
worthy of this high praise. Within a few years be raised the 
people, by a series of great reforms, from the abject poverty lo 
which a corrupt system of farming the taxes had reduced 
them, to a prosperity not interior to that of the .most flourish¬ 
ing districts under British rule. Fur n time, however, his 
tenure of power was uncertain. Tin- you tig ATsihariijnli wn& 
surrounded by a group of unprincipled courtiers, who hated 
I) in hi iv Huo for having deprived them of the corrupt soutejob 
□f wealth which bad lain open to them under the old system 
□f revenue. Yielding to their insidious whispers, Bmciia 
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dismissed his Faithful miitisteT, snatched up the reins of 
government with his weak and untrained hands, and within 
two years tin did all llit- good that had been done, and threw 
all the affairs of state into thtf utmost confusion* At last, 
however, it dawned upon him that he hud made a mistake; 
and, of his own accord, he restored Dinkur Bud to office. 
Meanwhile a new Political Agent, Major ChartersMacpherson, 
had come to hi a court* MaepljuTson .was one of the noblest 
of these many noble office re who have led lives of hardship 
and danger, and courted premature death, in the cause- of 
Indian civilisation T knowing all the while that their country¬ 
men at home felt no interest in their doings or their suffer¬ 
ings, He had laboured for years in u pestili-ntial climate to 
persuade the hill-men of the Kboud country to abandon the 
hide-nag me of human sacrifice, and had at last sucuceded. 
And now ho entered upon hie new duties in the saint! devoted 
spirit. Deeply sympathising wiLh the natives of India, tole¬ 
rant of, but never acquiescing in their sins, be was just the 
man to watch oyer the uncertain efforts of a nati ve govern¬ 
ment to work out a sound administrative system for itseEf. 
Hr wisely resolved not to interfere obtrusively, hut, while 
ever holding himself ready with suggestion and advice* to 
encourage Sindia and the Minister to regard themselves ci& 
the responsible nil era. With Dinhur Km> his task wa* easy. 

J hi. Englishman and the Mahriitta soon learned to know 
each other s worth ; and there grew up between them the 
familiar intercourse Lime may subsist between able and high- 
minded men, however diverse their nation id characteristics 
may be. But, while the Agent could regard the Did wan aa a 
friend, toward* l 3i- M aharaj n he fell. himself in the position 
<d flu turnons father; for he soon discerned that the young 
prince, ihough intelligent and well-intentioned, was unstable 
uud impulsive, Gradually: however, Macpheraon’s tact and 
Urnun-bjs prevailed over t\m influence of the courtiers; mi t 
by the Lime that the Mutiny broke out, he Imd osta- 
b tailed his ascendancy. It tdiunced, moreover, that^ a few 
^oeks before, Gindin, had paid n visit to Calcutta; and. while 
^ ,|R strongly impressed ta the evidences of British puw r ttr 
w he saw there, he wits gratified by Cunning'* assurance 
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the independence of Ms dynast^* 

When, therefore. the sturm broke, Bind? a, though he could 
discern the signs of lLo times well enough to ion-re13 timL 
the hold of tire British upon India would be strained co the 
utmost, never doubted that they would eventually triumph, 
never hesitated to declare that his loyalty to them was un- 
t+1 taken, Hauphetfspu saw that it would he hie task to keep 
him steady tn this resolve, uud prevent the courtiers from 
working on his well-known love of military display by 
reminding him of the martial glories of hia ancestors uud 
tempting him iu assort big family right to the championship of 
the Mahrattu people again et the British ititruclura. ['here wais, 
indeed, cause to fear that Bin din might listen to th tir sugges¬ 
tions* For almost tbs entire mass of his subjects were con¬ 
vinced that the knell of British supremacy had sounded. 
Presently, however, it became clear that the Agent's influence 
was gaining the days for, while promptly responding to Col¬ 
vin's request fur the aid ol tbc dicuclmiente from the Con tin gent, 
Bind in :dso sent the flower of his own army, his cherished 
body-guard, to protect Colvin's person. But that which 
most strongly impressed hie people with the belief that ho had 
resolved to side wjih the Foxamcimt Power was hifi evident 
determination to he guided by the corat k of Ins \finisLeT r 
whom all knew to be a resolute opponent of the rebel* 
lionet 

FoMy of tbfl Unfortunately, however, not even one at Gwalior who 
’'rightd us well to 1 1 1 u British cause as the Minister saw so 

tf Gtihfa dearly how to serve it. Among the first questions which 
hud to be derided was how lo provide for the safety of the 
women uud children. They were then Jiving in cantonments 
at the mercy of the Contingent, of whose determination to 
mutiny Siudia, Uiukur lino, und Mucpho-rson were alike cun- 
viEjced. Ski dm earnestly bogged that they should be removed 
to the protection >«f Lhu Eesideucy ; and;, on the 29tk of 
May, Brigadier Bameay, the Commander of ihe Contingent, 
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bearing ditU the troops in cantonments inlanded to rise that 
ni^ht. tinEuallv did remove them. It the com-o of the night 
they were transferred from the Ki:$idcncy to Sin din a 
palace. The Brigadier was annoycd on bearing of this 1 * ; and 
lLumiug to the remonstrances of his native officers, who 
declared the original removal Ltj be an insult to them and 
their men* and paying no heed to the warnings of those 
wiser than himself, ordered their return. He was thus, 
though he knew it not, signing the death-warrant of muny 
for whose lives he was responsible, 

Then began a period of intolerable suspense for these 
unhappy pcoplm They might perceive, bni. they could not 
remedy the insane credulity which had subjected them to a 
mental agony worse than that of a condemned criminal, lor 
fear of wounding the sensitive bona nr of intending murderer?. 
Gut! of them afterwards recorded this solemn recollection of 
the agony she had gone through 1u the words, * 0 death in 
life, the days that are no more. 1 kept recurring to my memory 
like a dirge/ 5 As last they were allowed to hope that they 
might be sent to Agra. 13nt the ray of comfort had hardly 
shone out before it was over-clouded. The Lieutenant- 
Governor telegraphed that they must remain at Gwalior until 
mutiny should break out there. On the 14th of Juno they 
heard she sickening details of a massacre at Jhansi. io many 
of Lliein the news sounded like a prophecy. That night the 
prophecy was fulfilled. The Dine o'clock gun had just been 
tired when a bugle sounded; and the sepoys poured out ui 
their huts, mid seized their muskets * The officers hurried 
down tu die lines : but they could do nothing to restore order ; 
and four of them were shat dead on the spot. Warned 
by the reports of musketry, the crackling of flames, the 
shrill bloats of bugles, and the shriller shrieks that dinned! 
upon their ears, the inmates of every European dwelling lied. 
Tin: chaplain, with his wife and another ludy h hid themselves 
in a garden. Presently they heard loud shouts of brutal 
laughter: a number of bayonetSj gleaming iti Lho moonlight. 
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thrust aside the bushes behind which they lay concealed ; and 
ft mob of sepoy* passed within firm's langth of them. They 
were still marvelling at their escape, when a faithful Maliorne- 
tun servant discovered the in, and Look them to a hut close bv. 
There they Ieiv cowering all night. Day had dawned brightly, 
and the birds were singings when ll number of sepoys rushed 
up, climbed on to the roof, and* tearing off the beams, fired 
down at them, -Choosing rather to die in the open. dr r they 
rushed outside. Instantly the sepoys descended and 
Hnrrouodod them, and, when the ladies, with clasped hands, 
cried out for mercy, replied, <:i We will not kill the mem-sahibs, 
only the sahib." Then the chaplain was hurried off: bis 
wretched wife was dragged, with two other ladies, into another 
hut close by; and in a few moments the sound of volley 
following volley told her that nil was over. But thu Maho¬ 
metan who hud rescued her from the first outburst of the 
sepoys 3 fury watched over her, and escorted her to Agra, 
where, after enduring grievous hardships and cruel insults 
from the people of the country', she and the regt of the 
survivors found u refuge at last.* 

Maximum Among those survivors was Macphereon. He, however, 
lilfitUtt i« kwp bad not Gwalior until he Imd achieved a political triumph 
without which India could hardly have been saved. Narrowly 
ijwaii&r, escaping an at Lack from a stray party of Mahometan fanatics, 
ho Lad made his way Lu the Maharajah's palace, and, before he 
left him, had persuaded him to use all his inline nee to detain 
the id u tin ou g C on tin gent ami hi a own army within the limit- 
of GwflEor. It was a aigual illustration of the irresistible 
influence which an English gentleman of strong and elevated 
character can establish over the mind of a native. For nut 
only was it obviously for bimlia a immediate interest to rid 
himself of the rebellious soldiery : hut lie might frnriy think 
that he Lad lung ago done enough to provu big loyalty, and 
wa* now I'ntf to follow Lis own iutdmution. Yet Maepherson 
was able to persuade him to undertake a ta*k Mi of amrisLy 
im well as of positive danger to hfntself # f or the mb object of 
rendering barm less two powerful armies which must otherwise 
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have gone to ewcII die numbers of the enemies of the British 
power. In other words,, ho so wrought upon Hindi a us to 
indues him to interpose Ids own person and power to parry a 
thrust aimed at the powers which professed Lu protect him* 
Yet the mnii who performed this mm see u dent service for hm 
country was suffered to die without receiving any reward 

be vend a few words of official commendation.* 

* 

Hitherto, in the North-Western Provinces, the course of 
events had signally falsified the eonhdcDt anticipations as to 
Lhc speedy termination of the revolt which Colvin had ex¬ 
pressed to Canning in the middle of May, There was one 
territory, however* not included within those provinces, hut 
yet subject to hia supervision for the tranquillity of which be* 
might reasonably have hoped. This was the cmtULty of 
Eajpootana, comprising a number of native states, six of which 
were supervised by British political officers,+ while all alike 
acknowledged the general control of an Agent appointed by 
the Govern or-General. The Bat, uncultivated* and desolate 
expanse of this vast region was here and there relieved by 
spots of romantic beanty ; and almost every hill was crowned 
by an uid mined castle, glorified by traditions of some gallant 
feat of arms performed against the Mahometan invaders of a 
past age T who Lad never been able to reduce the high-spirited 
Rajpoots to complete subjection,} In lfco7 the descendants of 
these patriots hud foe nearly forty years been under British 
protection, and were the better able to appredate the blessings 
which it had conferred upon them* because they had not yet 
forgotten what their fathers had suffered at tha bands of the 
Mussulman, the Muliralta, and the Pindbarie. On the other 
band, some of tha Rajahs were on such bad terms with their 
nobles* the ihahoors* that they were not in a position to 
render efficient support to the Paramount Power in case of 
^edi These very ihokoors too hated and fetired the Para¬ 
mount. Tower became in its character of guardian of the public 
pence, it bad restrained them from bullying Lhdr Rajahs ; and 
it seemed certain that* if mutiny were to break out in the 
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anny which formed the chief strength of the Government, and 
compel it to relax the grip of its restraining band, their hatred 
would prove stronger than their fear.* 

The Govemqr-ChmeraTs Agent was Colonel George St. 
Patrick Lawrence* a gallant,. simple-hearted, a Lraig hi-forward 
cavalry officer who, in the course of a most adventurous 
service of thirty-six years, during the hilar port efwtridi he 
filled a succession of responsible political offices,, had given 
evidence of n strong good senate and a solid ability which had 
raised him, like his more gifted younger brothers, to the head¬ 
ship oi a great province. Ho was living at the summer station 
of -Mount Aboo when the news of the outbreak at Meerut 
reached him* He took in the whole political situation, so fitr 
as it affected. him, at a glance. He was responsible lor the 
saiei_Y ot a country more than a bond rod and thirty thousand 
square miles in extent ; and. though the relatione of its 
inhabitants with the British had not been each as to predispose 
them tij revolt, there was danger in the presetsce among them 
of five thousand sepoys, whose inevitable disloyalty there were 
no British soldi era to cheek f 

Lawrence lost no time in proving to the native princes that 
he did not despair of the safety of (be commonwealth. Four 
fiftys after the news from Meerut reached him, he issued a pro¬ 
clamation, calling upon them io keep the peace within their 
respective territories, aud to hold their troops in readiness to 
n&sist lha British Government. IIi* lieutenants? ably seconded 
bis efforts by inspiring the princes with the belief that itvb 
their interest to support the power which protected them; 
and B though the troops which they (feed to famish were as 
little to be trusted as the men of the Gwalior contingent, the 
knowledge: that they were themselves loyal bad u reassuring 
influence up"u the minds of their people,f 

Meanwhile Lawrence himself had another serious object in 
virw, in the heart oi Bajpootann was m important strong- 
hold Wiled Ajmeer, belonging to the British. This town was 
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to Rajpoot ana what Delhi was to K&rth- Western India. It 
possessed a well-stored arsenal and a. fall treasury: it was a 
venE rated resort both for Mahometan and for Hindoo pilgrim a; 
and within its walla was concentrated mo£l of the wealth oi 
the native merchants and ban Is era of Eaj poo tana. Lawrence 
foresaw that, if it were to fall into rebel hands, it would 
become a rrtltying point for all the enemies of order through¬ 
out the country. Yet at that time its solo garrison consisted 
of a company of sepoys and a company of Main. The latter, 
however were low caste-men ; and on chat account Lawrence 
bo I Wed thnr they would he unlikely to sympathise wish the 
sepoys. He therefore resolved io send another company to 
reinforce them* and displace the sepoys. This delicate opera¬ 
tion was entrusted io Lieutenant Came LI, who. making a fenced 
night in arch of thirty-seven miles from Beawtir, the Lead- 
quarters of the Mair battalion, relieved die sepoys before they 
had time to mature any plans of resistance which they may 
have Jfamed-* Thus ±Ajmeer was saved* and with it thB whole 
of Raj poo Lana. 

It was not, however, to be expected that there would be 
no totaled outbreaks. Within n lew days filler the rein¬ 
forcement of Aj Later, the troops at Xusseernbad and Neemoch, 
the two chief military stations under British occupation,, 
mutinied, and P Getting their faces towards Delhi, plundered 
villages, destroyed bungalows, and threw every tiling into 
confusion. The Earseea and shop-keepers of Ncfimuoh fell 
into au agony of alarm. But the station* were almost Loci- 
mediate]y reocoupied by a mixed detachment of Europeans 
and Bombay sepoys whom Lawifance had promptly summoned 
from Deesa. Moreover, the Rajah of Joudporo placed at 
the disposal of Lawrence a body pf troops, about two thousand 
of whom were sent in pursuit of the mutineers. Lawrence 
himself. ou hearing of the mutiny at KussBcrahad* had 
moved from Aboo to the more- central position of Beawnr, 
Ho had noticed on his journey thaL Lhe country was compara¬ 
tively quiet i and, on his arrival, bo did much to strengthen 
the confidence of the people in the viridity oi the British 
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power by assuming the office left vacant by the recent death 
of the Commissioner, Colonel Dixon, uni carrying on judicial 
business in open court us calmly us in ft time of profound 
p?uce> 

Thus, in n moat critical period of the Mutiny } the Agent, 
and his officers had,, with utterly inadequate resources, upheld 
rite authority of their Government, in spice of mutiny, over 
the vast territory of Bajpoutiina. But r before the end of the 
mouth, the mutineers whose malice they hud disappointed 
were an their way to threaten Agra* and throw in their lot, 
with the rebels who were harassing its distracted ruler. 

Though the history of the Mutiny in the eon nixies under 
Colvins direction is brig late nod by many individual instances 
of political courage and personal heroism, yet, on the whole, 
it is a dismal reuord of failure. For this failure Colvin was 
in part responsible. It is true that, owing tu the paucity uf 
British droops and the evil effects of British legislation, his 
position was one of unexampled difficulty. It is also true 
thru, owing to the selfishness and faint-heartedness uf Hewitt 
ajid of Wilson, the powerful force at Meerut did absolutely 
nothing to support him; and that hi* lieutenants did not all 
display the strung tel i -reliance which enabled Spankie and 
Dundos Hobcrt.sun to maintain their hold upon a large and 
turbulent district. But, on the other hand, there were some 
high officials at that time who, though they were no better 
served than Colvin, yet, far from allowing them selves to he 
disheartened by Lhe failure of erring subordinates, only 
laboured the more earnestly to inspire them with their own 
high courage und vigorous resolve, and made up for their 
waul of material resources by acting as though they possessed 
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thom T It 10 impossible iridee^l to affirm that the most resolute 
and clear sighted of Indian a talesmen could, if he had been 
placed in Colvin's position, have preserved entire traili^uilUty 
over the North-Western Provinces : hut it tnuy ccmffidenily 
be affirmed that to Colvitfb feebleness and political blindness 
was due the unprecedented anarchy which actually prevailed* 
The truth was that from the cutset his burden had been too 
heavy for him, and that p while h,n hud grown weaker, it had 
grown heavier Day after day messages poured in upon him, 
telling how officers of high rack had been hunted oat of their 
statin ns, and had tied into jungles, L □ save themselves from 
being murdered by men from whom they hod boon uncustomed 
to receive the most servile obeisance ^ how ladies and little 
chi I dr an had been put to a rrnel deatli 1 or had escaped only 
to endure sufferingu worse than death,* Ha could not 
ennoeal from himself that all over the country the fabric of 
his Government was falling to pieces; and he bitterly com¬ 
plained that the results of years of conscientious labour bod 
bean undone within a few weeks by the very people for 
whoso benefit it bad been undergone. But to it wan of his 
kindly nature it was more bitter mill to know that his 
countrymen were crying out for help, uml that he could not 
help them. Yet, though In- acknowledged that the misery 
which their etiflerings caused him *ind the loud of his 
responsibility were greeter than he could hear, Ijl- continued 
resolutely to watch every detail of public business. He 
would have served Ills country better by sparing himself this 
labour, and leaving room in his mind for larger views of 
state policy. While Agra itself was now almost the only 
stronghold not submerged by the iluod of insurrection, be 
continued* with unfortunate credulity T to entrust a bhure 
in Its defence trj the native police. It was pointed out to 
him in vain that these pretended guards were in I ensue with 
all the rebels in the distrieL Drummond believed in their 
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fidelity; and be bad given himself up to Drummond's 
guidance,* 

Towards the end of June* however, be heard a report 
which would have startled the moat apathetic of rulers into 
vigorous action, It was said that the mutineers from Raj pod- 
tana were in Tull march upon Agra, Hitherto be had refused 
to listen to tbe moat urgent entreaties for the removal of the 
women and children into the fort. Now, of course, lie could 
refusE no longer. Yet even now he forbade anyone to take 
intu tbe fort more Lb an a few indispensable articles of 
personal use, thns exposing much ymJ Liable property to the 
risk of being plundered and destroyed by the mutinccrs-t 

Meanwhile it was necessary to eonaider what m ensures 
ought to be taken to repel tbe expected onslaught* Besides 
the European troops, there were avail able for defence a 
detachment furnished by the Rajpoot Rajah of Katab and 
a amidl force commanded by a friendly native, the Nabob 
By foolish Kb an. It was decided to peat the Kotah Con tin gout 
for the protection of the cantonments, tiud io send out 
Syfooilah Khan's levies, as a corps oi observation, to tbe 
neighbouring village of Shahgunj, Tbe day after these 
arrangement bad been made, CliIvih'b health hroko down bo 
completely that be was obliged w make over the Govanmienc 
to a proviaionnl council. The council ordered a pontoon 
1 1 rid ge uver the 3 1 ] iu u a, b y wl: i ieb tbe rebel a mig h l have in a d e 
tlii-ir way into the town, to he destroyed. On another 
qiiesdouj however* a diihculty arose. The loyalty of the 
Kotah UautingEnt was suspected, The wiaeBt course would 
have been to disarm tijKnt ; bin Brigadier Pol whole, the 
military chief, could not make up his mind to order so strong 
il measure. Ai last be agreed io test their loyalty hy sending 
them out to lULaok the rebels. Instead of attacking the 
rebels* however, they descried to them. The same night 
Srfiiotluh Khan reported that his men too were not to ba 
trusted. Ho was therefore ordered to withdraw them ant of 
harm'rs way to the neighbouring village of KorowL-e. Early 
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on the following morning Colonel Frasier called upon Pol- 1,65 * 
whole, ond begged him to bring matters to a crisis by 
marching out, and attacking the rebel army, Polwhde at 
first refused. A few hours later* however, hearing that tho 
rebel army was coming to attack hint* he thought over 
Fr^erii advice again. Two courses lay open to him. As 
he was not strong enough to defend the whole station against 
the vastly superior numbers of the enemy, he must either 
retire within the fort, or, boldly assuming the offensive, 
march out against diem, and inflint upon them such a defeat 
as would deter them from even attempting an attack upon the 
station. As a British officer, with eight hundred British 
soldiers under his enraumnd. Folwhelo doubtless felt that the 
bolder would also be the more prudent alternative. Ha 
therefore lost no time in issuing orders for an udvaneo.* 

Early m the afternoon die little army quitted the parade Bnttlflc.1 
ground. After a march of some three miles it ceine m sight 
oi the enemy* who were posted in and behind a village coiled 
S&s&iah, their guns, which had been placed on. either dank, 
bemg protected by rising ground and clumps of trees. 
Presently their left battery opened fire, Polwlielo imme¬ 
diately halted Ids inen d and, ordering the infantry to lie 
down, directed the artillery, which was divided into two half 
batteries* placed* like that of the enemy, on either flank, to 
reply to the challengo. The officers fought their guns like 
heroes : hut the enemy, sheltered ns they were by natural 
breastworks* were too strong for them. Two tumbrils were 
Idown up: and one of the guns an the left was dismounted. 

At length the officers, liaiding that their ummuiikiou was 
running short, implored Folwhckt to order a general advance. 

1 beru wore the infanLry, chafing under their enforced inaction, 
burning to be allowed to rise and burl tbemsslws upon the 
robuls. But Polwkek, unnerved by a morbid fear of diiui- 
U ] filing Lbe scanty numbers of she defenders of Agfa, could 
unt r^-7-olve Lq give the required order. A general pf ordinary 
^ouii sense would have seen that the object for which he bad 
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come out to fight would be best attain yd, and fewest lives 
sacrificed, by one a a eh bayonet-charge as had never failed to 
strike terror into an Indian foe T Pnlwfade f however, belonged 
to a class of generals which lias long flourished in the 
British army, generals whose physical courage cannot nttm® 
for their intellect usd cowardice. Not therefore till he heard 
that the artillery um munition was completely exhausted, not 
until the enemy's cavalry had actually charged the left half 
buttery, would he consent lo bring his infantry into notion. 
It was then too la tc r The infantry, pressing forward with 
irresistible ardour* did indeed accomplish enough to show 
that they might have gained flu easy victory if they had been 
■GOimnatided with tolerable skill: but the artillery could no 
longer support them : the enemy t though driven from the 
village* still occupied scattered houses in its neighbourhood ; 
and Polwhelc, perceiving that they threatened to cut off 
his retreat, reluctantly gave the order to fall back upon 
Agra * 

Meanwhile the women in the fort had been anxiously 
waiting for the issue of the battle upon which they believed 
their safety to depend. The distress of those whose husbands 
were in action was terrible. For three Jang hours they 
listened to the rear of the contending artillery. At lost some 
of them, unable to bear the strain of suspense auv longer, 
hurried to the ting-staff on the Delhi gate, from which they 
knew that they would be able to discern the movements of 
the two armies. Then Lbeir suspense wire terminated indeed, 
but by despair; For they could plainly see their countrymen 
re treating, hotly pursued by the i-nemys cavalry. Presently 
a mob of soldiers, covered with dust and dripping with blood, 
came rushing into the fort, clanionring for drink + Now that 
they knew the worst, the women forgot their own sorrows. 
Some of them went about ministering to the needs of the thirsty 
soldiers. Others watched over the bedsides of the wounded 
and the dying. And among the objects of their tender devo¬ 
tion was one whose dying moments Florence Nightingale 


* Titan* £* 18a7 T jl 5. ggI. C 

indiiiti HttmtuiSiXiiG f#j pfj. llf-IL 


t 


1. p. S. fol &: Oolfiwe] WMfce** 




GHAT* IT,] 


GWAUOR AND RAJTOOTANA, 


m 


Israelf might have been proud to soothe — Captain TTQyly of 1BC7- 
the ArLtUery, whose last spoken words were * ir Put a stems 
over my grave, and say that [ died fighting my gnus. 1 " * 

All this time the budmusheH of Agra, bounded ota hy the 
vie tori ous rebels,, bad been burning the houses in canton- 
meni3 p t destroying the property which Colvin's fatuity had 
ieft in their wsy T and murdering every Christian who still 
lingered in Lhe city. 01 a storing on a large plateau within 
the fort, the refugees were forced to listen to the hellish din, 
and looted on helplessly at the swift ruin that was overtaking 
their Loiisesp from which the flnines, leaping upward, shed their 
glow over the maze of streets, over Lhe broad expanse of the 
rivet* find upon the snowy wonder of the Taj.I For two days 
after the first outburst of seditious fury had subsided, disorder 
went on unchecked; for the English were too dispirited by 
their late disaster to march out and reassert their authority. 

On the Mth of July* however, Drummond, having heard 
from a friendly native that there was no serious opposition 
to he expected, sallied forth with a small escort, and 
paraded the streets. The disorder instantly subsided. 
Thenceforward, whatever danger might threaten them from 
without, the garrison had nothing to fear from the people 
of the city itself. 

The fort, within which nearly six thousand human beings Gifu in the 
were now gathered together, looking forward to a captivity r ' rl ' 
of indefinite d oration, was a Luge, massive erection of red sand- 
slime, commanding the town and the river. In Bide its walls 
grouped n vast collection of edifices — plain Govern- 
mimt buildings, lofty marble halls, graceful mosques f pavilions, 
towers, kiosks, and splendid pul aces. § Within these the 
captive people hud now to find what accommodation Lhey 
could, In the corridor running round the noble palace 
i.'J Akbor ladies might have been seen busily trying to im- 
pan n look of comfort to the iitt]e improvised huts which 
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had been unsigned ns their temporary homes, Among the 
fugitives were lo be found representatives of many different 
races, creeds, and professions — soldiers, civilians, English 
ladies and their children, Eurasians, native servants, monks, 
nuns, and even mpe-dan cars and circus-riders belonging to a 
travelling French company, Though at first there was neces¬ 
sarily confusion among such a motley assemblage, huddled 
together in the narrowest quarters, order was soon established 
by the exertions of those in command. Everv room, hut, 
shed, and cell was carefully numbered. Nor were regular 
official duties suspended, Thn chief power was practically 
in the bonds of the military authorities, of whom Colonel 
Cotton was soon appointed the head. Under their vigorous 
rule measures were prom ply taken for the viotnnlling of the 
garrison and the strengthening of the fort ; and all gradually 
resigned themselves to make the best of their new life. 

In tliat life there was more of dull monotony than of tragic 
interest. 1 ho civil and military officers Indeed ware occupied, 
from morning til] night with their respective duties ; and 
many of the Indicts forgot the weariness of captivity in minis¬ 
tering to the wounded, or teaching toe young : but sottu.' of 
Lhe inmates found the time hang heavy upon their hands. 
No one indeed was exposed to any risk of starvation: no one 
was obliged to crouch within doors for fear of being struck 
(town by shot or shell; there were no worse hard fillips lo he 
endured than those which were inseparable from the con¬ 
ditions of over-crowding and want of ventilation. But, as 
time passed, and the hoped-for news of the fall of Delhi nevor 
came, the inmates of 11 jf? tort became seriously anxious ibr 
their own safety. Indeed, though there wore many true 
heroes among them, they were afterwards taunted by 
some of rhoir countrymen with having displayed a very 
unheroic spirit It is true that they more than once had 
good reason to believe that they were in imminent danger 
of being attacked by overwhelming numbers: but still there 
was something ludicrous in the idea of some hundreds of 
able-bodied men subjecting themselves to all the incon¬ 
veniences ,md suffering nil the terrors of a besieged garrison, 
while they wore never really besieged at all. It seems ut lust 
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to have dawned upon them that it was di&credltable to remain ieA7 - 
Ehnt up in a Fort instend of boldly marching out, and trying 
to re-establish their authority in the surrounding country; 
for, towards tbs end of August^ a Email farce waa actually 
despatched to Allygtirh, defeated there u band of rebel a 
whose chief hud set up a government of their own T and 
thus did something to weaken the general belief that British 
authority had collapsed** 

That the garrison were in fact spared the miseries of a GgmjBpDn- 
siege was due to the exertions of Maepherson* who, during 
the whole period of his captivity, corresponded unceasingly ™dit 
with Sintlift and Brink nr Rao. IF he had not tiros inspired 
them with his counsel* and cheered them by his support, they 
could never hove succeeded* as they did, in currying out bis 
instructions. Though the reverses which the English every¬ 
where suffered in July and An gust seemed to warn Sind i a to 
desert a hopeless cause while there was yet time, his confi¬ 
dence in Mticp hereon was such that he submitted for four 
months to the insults, and resisted the entreaties of bis troops^ 
an dp in turns, defying* Mattering, deceiving, mul sown ns: dis¬ 
sensions among them, baffled their evil purposes, and kept 
them inactive at Gwalior* at the very crisis m which their 
hvlp might have turned the scale in favour of the rebels. 

^itb all his loyal intentions, ho would never have been able 
to do this if it had noc been for the marvellous infinence 
which f even from a distance, U a ciphers on exercised o-ver 
bim.t 

In other distriota besides Allygurh the officers were trying Exploits pf 
manfully to nMtatablish their authority. It was of course 1>imiap ' 
impassible for them to achieve any tiling like complete success 
while the natives coqld point to the glaring failure of the 
English to reconquer Delhi, Still* something was done. The 
medit of striking the first effective blow for the restoration of 
British F^tigo and of orderly rule belonged to the magis- 
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trate find collator of Meerut, TLobort Dunlop. This- officer 
was enjoying it well-earned holiday in the Himakya*, when he 
heard of the mafiaatres tit Meerut and Delhi. Instantly he 
rode down to Simla, and thence drove on to Delhi, Thence 
again, in obedience to the orders of his commissioner, Oervey 
Greatbed, he rode to Meerut. The authorities at that station 
wore, sis has been pointed out already, absolutely helpless.. 
Since: the outbreak not a rupee of revenue bad been boIIcgML 
Dun top. however, soon showed what one resolute and dear- 
beaded uielii could do to repair and start again the machinery 
of Government. He appealed to all loyal men to enlist » 
mounted volunteers for the restoration of ordcrin tha districts- 
Unemployed officers, high civilians, mcrcbiuita, clerks, and 
BikhB eagerly gave in their names; Major Williams, the 
superintendent of police, was appointed commandant ; and 
so zealously did the adjutant proceed with the work of drilling,, 
mount!og, and arming the volunteers, that in throe days one 
troop was ready for service. From the dust-coloured uniform 
which it adopted, the oorps received the name of Kh&kee 
Efftsakb. All the men who composed it could ride : many oi 
them were good shots and practised swordsmen ; and the 
Europeans at less! wore aflame with ei tierce indignation 
against the ruffians who had outraged and massacred ibeir 
kinsfulk, that would more than make up for the punchy of 
their numbers. On the first expedition whiob the corps 
undertook, accompanied by two guns end a few dragoons, h 
burned three villages, which had been occupied by Griujurs. 
killed several of these rebels, and took forty prisoners, u! 
w r hoin thirty-four were promptly hanged* The very nest day 
the collection of the revenue began. But Dunlop and his 
comrades did not on that account relax their exertions. 
Supported, as ucc&saun required, by any guns they could pro- 
cure, and a few pnlicemen, native Christians, armed musicians, 
dragoons, and riflemeu. they swept over the districts ; encou¬ 
raged the friendly portion of the population; rescued terror- 
stricken bun Vatin; burned numerous villages j destroyed 
hundreds of Goojurs; slew two foraridahlo chiefs, who, not 
content with plundering, hud actually raised the standard of 
insurrection, and by theae measures taught the astonished 
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natives that there was still some vitality left hi the British 
Government.* ' 

A]J this time thi 3 LiaiitonflD^Governor hflJ to live in the Death cf 
bitter onoBdousnoss that lie could achieve nothin# worthy of CalTm 
the high place which ha filled* . Besides all Iris other trials, lie 
’wn* i'idled upon to endure cold looks, end to reed savagely 
insulting letters from many who ought to have supported him* 
Gradually Ids health became more and more feeble: but> 
thougli the doctors told him that his life would be sacrificed 
h lie did not rest, he continued to serve hi s co an try to the 
best of hia ability. On rhe Qth of September he died. Only 
n few days before, consduiis that bis days were numbered, he 
hurl quoted to his secretary the pathetic words 

11 Nm nii&ii Jiiru pat riii m utti^mm ep^s u\[<x vivandi^t 

He was not one of the world's heroes. Yet die most 
brilliant achievements recorded in the history of the Indian 
Mutiny do not awaken a truer interest than the heroin failure 
ot this man, who continued, faithful to the end, to face a 
responsibility which, as he knew all along, was too great ibr 
him. Ami. so long ns England continues to honour a man who 
tries to do his duly, there will he so me who will cherish the 
remembrance of his dying words : M I have not shrunk from 
bearing the burden wh ich G od has called upon me to sustain ; 

1 have striven to have always a conscience void of offence 
towards God and man.* J 
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It is now necessary to relate the events that had taken place, 
during the past few months, at the seat of the Supreme 
Government. 

For some days after the seizure of Delhi, Canning allowed 
himself ta be buoyed up by delusive hopes. -Men whose infor¬ 
mation and authority bo was not strong enough to disregard, 
kept assaring him that the worst would soon be over. On 
the 10th of May Colvin telegraphed, “The worst of the storm 
is pasr, and the aspect of nil airs is fast brightening; 11 and on 
the 80th ho telegraphed again, quoting the words of Com- 
missioner Grcutbed, 11 A very few days will now see an end of 
this daring mutiny," " But Canning ought not to have allowed 
these- comfortable anticipations to put him otf his guard- D 
was high time for him ld arise, and show that he was 
indeed Governor-General of India. Though, however, be set 
an example of personal courage and manly calmness when 
some of the English residents of Calcutta were unmanned by 
the direful naira from the North-West, be yet left on the 
minds of those wbo were most anxious to believe in him, the 
iirmre&gkm that he was not equal lo the occasion* In the face 
of new announcements of mutiny and murder, ha would not 
believe ihaL the whole anuy wua infected with the spirit of 
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disaffection, or at least re fid y to be swayed into mutinv against 
its inmost convictions. He did indeed burry up the reinforce¬ 
ments r ns they arrived in Calcutta, towards the North-Wat, 
nod passed an Act on the fith of June, giving extraordinary 
powers to civil and military officers for the s umm ary trial and 
punishment of all disturbers of the pence *: but he took no 
stupa to provide for Ghe safety qf Bengal itself or even of the 
capital. Not only the English, bat the Christiana of every 
ckss and nation at Calcutta saw [ho danger. In the third and 
fourth weeks of May the Trades 1 Association, the Masonic 
Fraternity, the Armetiinna^ and the French reddfiUtSj vying 
with each other in the loyalty of their addressed,, offered their 
services for the protection qf the city. The Government, 
however, rofaaed their offers, Cecil Bcodon* the Home 
Secretary, replying on the £5tta of May to the offer of the 
French resident^ wrote in a tone of confidence which oven 
the recent telegrams of Colvin ought not to have encouraged, 
tJ Everything/* he said* 411 Is ijuiet within six hundred miles of 
tJie capital, I he mischief caused by a passing and groundless 
panic lias already been arrested. !T t This letter wag vary 

bitterly criticised by many of the loyal inhabitant of the city, 
They asserted that, if Canning had availed himself uf the 
services of the volunteers, an entire regiment could have been 
sec free to act against mutineers; and that, if ho had promptly 
disbanded thy native regimen m blLU remaining at Barraekpore 
and those sit Din spore, the European a who were detain ed for 
the unproductive doty of watching over these disaffected 
troops could have been spared to march for the relief of 
Lawnpore. But Canning did not bdiavo that the volunteers 
w ould be efficient soldi era* In this belief, as was afterwards 
proved, he was wrong. Again, he would not disarm the native 
regi men la at Barru ckpore and Dinupore, because he feared 
tbiit such a measure would exasperate the sepoys at other 
stations whare there were no wliite soldiers to protect die 
Christians Dorn their vengeance; and also because he trusted 
thu professions oi loyalty which several of the regiments in 
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l®* 7 - question were careful to make. The farmer of theso reasons 

JqtjE 1 lA was plausible ; but it way not sound. Canning afterwords 

found himself obliged to consent to the difarming of iho 
Bumiokpore sepoys i and none of the evils which he had 
dreaded followed the measure. On the other hand, the fact 
that the sepoya ut Di imp ore were allowed to retain their arms 
did eicluelHv produce evils, tbs magnitude of which it would he 
difficult to exaggerate. In his willingness La trust the poppy* 
professions of loyalty Canning was not alone. The comman¬ 
dants of sepoy regiments, almost; without except! uu H believed 
in the fidelity of their men. As they had lived with them 
for years, interested themselves hi their pursuits, received 
many tokens of their gratitude, nod in some eases the most 
touching proofs of disLu Lores Led fidelity f shared with them the 
hardships of many campaigns, led them to many victories, 
and sustained their drooping spirits under defeat, it was not 
strange that only a lew officers of rare insight s bon Id have 
discerned the premonitory symptoms of a in mi nous spirit 
But that, experienced colonels, who heard by every post that 
regiments around them had risen against their officers, and 
BOujeUnjes added murder to mu tiny t should Lave obstinately 
clung to the delusion that their own particular corps would 
remain faithful, and often only surrendered their faith when 
the bullets of their babalogue* had lodged in their breasts, is 
one of Lbe most extraordinary phenomena in the himury of 
the Indian Mutiny* If there is one inure extraordinary, it is 
that Canning, who was unbiassed by the associations which 
had led the officers eo repose confidence in their men, should 
yet have shared that confidence* While those who con¬ 
demned him for refusing to disarm the sepoys, and rejecting 
the offers of die volunteers, took uo account of die consideni- 
tions which influenced him, hh advocates, on the other bond, 
did not see that the necessity of Allowing for Ehose con¬ 
siderations proved Lb at at best bo orred in company with 
soma respeotable statesmen, A well-known historian, who 
defended Lis rejection of the offers of the volunteers by the 
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armament that, in the hoar of danger, nine out of ten of 
them would hiiTQ st,lived at home to protect their families and 
possessions, instead of joining tlieir companies. was forced to 
admit that when* litter on* it became necessary to accept their 
offer, they rendered excellent service to the State.* The same 
lil&torifm, complaining of the unfairness of condemning Can¬ 
nings early policy after the event had proved it wrong, forgot 
that there were other statesmen in India who, £roia the first, 
adopted a policy which, as they foresaw would he the case, 
the event proved right Canning argued that it wag unneces¬ 
sary to disarm his regiments* because they had professed 
themselves Joval, John Lawrence argued that it was neces* 
snry to disarm /**> regiments because no sepoy^ profession of 
loyalty could he trusted. If it waa unfair to blame Canning 
filter the event had proved him wrong, it was unfair to praise 
Lawrence after the event had proved him right. Cunning 
had not yet grasped the great truth that a handful of English- 
men could only hold millions of disaffected Asiatics ; In check by 
boldly taking the initiative against them, aud trusting that 
they would be too terrified to perceive the absence of a mate- 
rial force sufficient to support the uneompru raising assertion 
of authority. Many reasonable excuses have been made for 
his failure > hut history refuses him the title of a great states- 
man, because others, who had fewer resources than he* needed 
no excuses. 

It was bum no lack of sympathy with the Christiana at 
Unprotected stations that he did not send them more succours.. 
He spoke from the depths of his heart when he lamented his 
inability to help them. Rightly believing that his duty to 
the empire was mom urgent than his duty to suffering indi¬ 
viduals, lie sent all the troops whom ho believed that he 
could spare to the rescue of the posts the preservation of 
which was, in a political and military sense, most important. 
If, however, ho had consented in tune to the enrolment of the 
1 alcuttu volunteers and Lho disarming of the sepoys at 
Bamckpnro and Binapnre, he would not have had to redsi 
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the promptiDgs of compassion : we should never have heorJ 
of die well of Cawnpora,* 

The citiz0D& of Calcutta wore not the only friends whose 
offers of assistance ho set at nought Thu kingdom of Nepiml 
was at Lb at time virtual] y ruled by the famous Jung fifth a- 
door T a very unscrupulous bat very sagacious minister* who 
had vlaitod hngljdid eight years before* and had curried back 
with him Lti liulizi a firm faith in the resources of the British 
power* Though* however* from the moment when the mutiny 
broke out* he never doubted that the English would* in did 
end* re-estnblish tlieir supremacy, he was far too clear*sighted 
to he deceived by Lhe momentary lull in the middle of Mav 
which deluded the Governor-General* Ido therefore made an 
offer to Alajor Ramsay T the Resident aL Khtitnmndoo* to lend 
a body of Goorkuhs to die British Government, Ramsay 
took a few days to Lhink over the propubid. It had come 
to his knowledge that the Governor-General had authorised 
Henry Lawrence Lei uvait himself of the* aid of a Goorknh 
force* in case it should be offered lo him. According] v bo 
decided to inkc upon himself the responsibility of accepting 
the offer* anil wrote to Lawrence and General Lloyd* the 
commander ol the Diiiapnjre Division, informing them that 
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he was prepared to send detachments to their aid. On 185L 
tht lftth of June the first detachment, a thousand strong, 
marched from Ehatmimdoo. Only two days Jitter, however, jmse it. 
tbe Resident received m express from the Foreign Secretary, 

George Edmonatone, ordering him to recall Lho Goorkabs, if 
they had not passed the Iron tier. Rato Bay obeyed. In re moss¬ 
ing the pestilential belt of juugltj which atretolled along the 
base of their hills, they suffered grievously from sickness: 
but the vacillntioii of Canning condemned them to undergo 
the sumo trial again : for hardly had they reached Khatmamioo 
wlion lie ordered tho Readout to ask Jung Buhudoor for Juna iS, 
three thousand men to be sent to the aid of Liawrenco. It is 
tme that die accounts of those transaction9 published by 
Cmining's opponents* were grossly distorted, Buc the story t 
told, as it has been here, in strict accordance with the facts, 
carries with it a ixesb proof of bis deficiency in statesman¬ 
ship*! 

Like dung Bahadoor, Lhe loyal citizens of Calcutta had ihe o^je o f the 
grim ait demotion, of being solicited to renew the offers of 
help which, when they were first made* had been contemp¬ 
tuously rejected* From the time when Secretary Be ad on 
returned Bis memorable reply to the address of the French 
resident^ tliei English newspapers persistently urged Canning 
to retract his refusal of the offers of the volunteers. But 
he remained immoveable until John Grant, pointing out, with 
unofficial dircc ideas of Inn gunge, the d Lingers to which the 
capita] was exposed from the Mahometan populiuionp the 
budnnishes, the armed routiners of the King of Uudc, the 
disaffeoLed native regiments within its preempts or at neigh¬ 
bouring stations, the weakness of the loyal troops, and the 
uu trustworthiness ol the native police, and declaring his 
conviction that the effects of even a street-riot at the capital 
^oi 3 Id be ieit not only throughout Bengal h but to the very 
L extremities of India, at length overcame bis objections.} 
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Accordingly, whila l 10 prowled that Ids opinion ^ to ^ 
Mtlikw. of the volunteers was unshaken. he consent^! 
tfl ™ 00 tLeir ^oltnent. [f they hud been hurt bv Iiis 
rejeetjon of their orj^inji] offer, many of them rose above the 

, tl “ e “ 0f flis want of confidence by want of 

1 7,^; S “ Tific ™e“ll P^vute considerations to the nood 
*} LbR 7^°’ 7 Rdle5S 0f acorcbiil & *"®s and drenching rains 
7 I T?' 31lLu,itted rft b 'tnnr of drill (Uld discipline, 
ud formed thrives under the able guidance oi Orfenr 
Cflyenngh. the Pomr-Major, into lt powerful brigade ; and as 

? Cy 7T Bt 7 eaTDed the hsart * of Sir Colin 

fCmrinl ' “““ !liT ° fd l ° tbs scepticism of 

Though it had been given with an ill grace, the Govemor- 

G Tf ““”2 Ul0 f ° 1 ' mflti0n of ' rbe volnnteer corps 
uii J.r. have established » more cordial feeling between himself 

and the European residents of CaleuLta if he had not, on 

ILi ' C,J “™ l t ay ' F6&ed ftUt5Chtjr meaBn *3 which was sure to 
pTOvohc a fresh outburst of ill-will against him. He hod fot 

seme nme observed with uneasiness a growing inclination on 
the part, of the native journals to advocate the cause of die 
^ . The English journalists were giving him even 
more tmeamn css m another way. from the very outset of 
u. i ULinj tiey had. with a teener discernment than the 

r?w n ,, ^ a P ° JiDy * **™» repression: hut 
they hod fallen mto the habit of P ohii s hin g unguarded state- 

10 -nir though they had at first striven to 

Lhev ZTZ \ br thG P0WW 0f ** the crisis, 

.} had throughout uncompromisingly denounced his 

i I t 1 CB tlltiy n£CliU ^ tbe 

, h e pohey.* It w BS natural diet members of Council 

En^hTr Tb0 >' liad ■« ta«d, like 

English statesmen at home, to bear the most stingy invee 

TbZ« *TTT : tLey U Uf ‘ eu bt *>* under 

the blows oi the Press; and perhaps they now saw in the 
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recklessness of its comments on the political siiuntinn a 
pretext for silencing its ultnckb upon thorn Bel v«s. TLey 
foimrl Canning ready to listen to their arguments, although, 
only a few days before, iie luiri refnsod to put the native 
editors under restraint, on the plea that the remedy would he 
urorse tlmn the disease. On the I3tli of June ha Vent down 
tn the Council Chamber, and there, in a bitting of forty 
minnfcus,* proposed nnd carried mu Act requiring every printer 
to obtain a license from Government, and empowering the 
executive to suppress any publication, without warning 
whenever it might see fit.f Never, since the davs when 
i J rynne had his nose slit ami his ears out off for publishing 
the Histrioiuustix, hud any act of an English statesman been 
received with a greater hurst of indignation then that which 
greeted the announcement of this measure. Contemporary 
w-ntcre did indeed exaggerate the extent of the feeling, for 
the general opinion of the lawyers of Calcutta supported rise 
Governor-General: but its depth was revealed uumistakeabiv 
by the furious invectives which journalists and pamphleteers 
uf every profession heaped upon the Act. What specially 
asperated them was that they, the representatives of the 
free and enlightened Press of England, should ho put on a 
I*vel vmh treasonable native scribblers. Thev refused to 
believe that the Government was sincere in its demmcktioDS 
the mischief which their recklessness had produced. They 
did not hesitate to say that Canniug and his advisers, 
cimsciona that they had committed great errors of pulicy, 
were resolved to prevent information of those errors from 
being transmitted to England,; 

rhfe ^'^ging Act, as this measure was petulantly called 
bB C f tieiBt,d {rom ^o points of view. As a matter of 
P' ^ji t e worn thsit con be md of it. m that it was 

nSvITw^f t n * ttUB dlflC Hf?nr >' LawT[,Do|, -> who knew the 
'•* 1 told Canning that the disloyal native press wus 

dungeons than the Joyai but headstrong English 
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Journalists: but it is not likely that* if the latter had been 
left unfettered, their leading articles and sensational para¬ 
graphs would have seriously increased such disaffection 
prevailed.* Such a danger, supposing it to have existed, 
might have been averted if the Governor-General, while 
thanking the Press For their zealous co-operation, had given 
them a friendly warning Jigrunsi using their power indiscreetly. 
On the other hand, it would he absurd to contend that the 
unpopularity which the Aet brought upon the Government 
weakened in The slightest degree the hands of anyone who 
was concerned in the suppression of the Mu tiny. 

Again, it would not be true to say that the Act was a 
blunder simply because it uronsed the indignation of the 
Press. The evil was more deeply seated. If Oanning T s 
previous measures had been such as to inspire the Press with 
confidenee, if he hud shown a hearty sympathy with the 
loyal inhabitants of the eity, a readiness to work with ns 
well as For them* he might have passed the Act with com¬ 
parative impunity. If Wellesley had been Gov mi or-Gene ra I 
at the Itme o£ the Mutiny, be would not have thought twice 
about gagging the Press if he bad believed that It whs doing 
harm ; uud the Press would have submitted to his will with¬ 
out a murmur. But then Wellesley know the secret of 
ruling men's hearts. 

It Las been pointed out That one of Cannings reasons 
for refusing to disarm the sepoys at Earrackpore and Hina* 
pure bad been liis trust in the professions of loyalty which 
they had been careful to umbo. On the 8th of June Heurscy 
bed forwarded to Calcutta a petition, expressing the wish of 
tliu lard hdlI 7Otb regiments tu be allowed to use the Enfield 
rifle,t It may he imagined ihcq with what ntniizement and 
disappointment Canning read on tbs 13th a telegram from 
1 lenrHcy, informing him that the Barrankporo regiments in¬ 
tended Lo rise that very night, and urging that they should 
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be instant!? disannul. He consented sadly. For be still 
clung to the belief that to disarm was unnecessary ; and 
bis consent looked like an admission that when, in bis 
generous eagerness to natch at any sign of repentance and 
good feeling on the part of the native army, he bad thanked 
the Barraokpore sepoys for their address, ha htiri shown a 
dangerous credulity,* On the 14th Hearsey telegraphed that 
the disarming had been successfully performed .f At the some 
time the detachments at: r.bo Presidency and at Dum-Dum 
were deprived, of their power to do mischief. 

That day had been a memorable one in the annals of 
the Mutiny, A rumour of the intentions of the Barrack- 
porn sepoys had reached Calcutta; im d many believed that 
they designed, when they should have murdered their own 
officers, to march down upon the capital, and, reinforced by 
tho armed retainers of the Elng uf Oude, to finish their 
bloody work by the slaughter of the Christ tan population. 
The merchants and traders of Calcutta closed their ears 
against these rumours, and set an exam pie of steadfast 
courage. But their example was nut generally foil owed. 
Members of Council and Government scene tactes, who, so 
long ns their own persons were safe, had scoffed at the idea 
of rebel31 an, and censured brave officers for allowing their 
men to mutiny, barricaded their doors, or abandoned their 
homes in terror, to lake refuge an bemrd the ships in the 
river,; Inferior officials, scampering wildly across the plain 
from Cbowringhee to the Fort, besieged the commandant with 
demands for admittance. Eurasians rushed out of their 
houMs in the suburbs to seek refuge from an ini aginary foe. 
fho streets were thronged with the carriages and palanquins 
fti the fugitives, while their deserted homes lav at the 
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mercy of Lhe Ltidin ashes: but no thieves come to disturb 
the silence of the forsaken houses ; for the natives themselves, 
noE less terrified than the Europeans, lay cowering in their 
dwellings, expecting every moment to he searched out and 
cut dovi'u by ihe white soldiers of whose coming they hod 
heard. Thus passed the morning and aftemonn of Panin 
Sunday: but towards evening die terror began to subside : 
the fugitives sneaked back to their houses : the night get in 
and passed off quietly ; and in the morning the city once 
more wore its accustomed aspect. 

Before the close of Monday, however, another memorable 
event occurred. The fhuxaekpore sepoy a, whose designs hud 
oxcitc-J such dread, hud indeed been disarmed ; but it was 
still probable that the King of Dude's men would work 
mischief. The Government had in their bauds proofs that 
aome of the King's dependents hud tried to corrupt the 
fidelity of tin? native sentries nt the Fort; and it was impossible 
to say that their machinations had not spread much further. 
Canning therefore, acting on Grant's advice, sent Ed mo ns tone 
to sac tire the person of the King and his chief advisers. 
Starting on his mission in the early morning, EdmonMoue 
entered the paluco after posting a strong detachment of 
soldiers round the walls, to cut off the Tung’s escape. When 
lie had or rested the Prime Minister and the chief uoiirticrg, 
ha sought fur ad ink Lance to the presence of the King him - 
self. After some delay he was ushered into the royal apart¬ 
ments, and courteously informed the King that the Governor- 
General, having heard that plot* were being Denied on in his 
name, desired to remove him, by why of precaution, to 
Government House. The King, protesting his innocence 
with nnwonted energy of manner* suffered himself to be led 
off. For a while he bore himself firmly; but on the way 
to Fa rt William hu burst i nto tears, and, con ( resting the 
misery of his own lot with the glory of bis ancestor^ ex¬ 
claimed that, if General Outrun] bad been there, lie would 
have borne witness to the submission with which be Lad 
obeyed the British Government. Edmonstorie, however 
could only carry out his orders; *mA the King and the 
ministers who hod wade him their tool were Jmmktl over tn 
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the uestody of Colonel Cavenagh, Thus deprived of their 
lenders, the Glide plotters were rendered powerless.* 

TVo days later Sir Patrick Grant, the Commander-im 
C]tief aL Madras, came to Calcutta, to assume teoiporarv 
com man d of the Bengal army. His career had been om of 
emootb and unbroken success; but, though he hud proved 
himself u cool-headed soldier iu the bloody combats with the 
Sikhs. Charles Kapler bad said of him that he was only fit to 
command a divi&ion.f He was now culled upon to command 
an army, and to snppi’esa a rebellion. But he declined the 
honour which was throat upon him. If he had believed that 
he was not the fittest man that could he found to command 
the army in ihe field, and had on that account resolved to 
remain in Calcutta, his resolve would have been worthy of all 
honour. But there Is no evidence to show that ho thought so 
humbly of his own power#. No doubt, he acted up to hi& 
lights: but the rca&out which he gave for his actiou were 
unsound, if not frivolous. While Delhi was still iu the hands 
of triumphant mutineers, while from a hundred stations his 
countrywomen were uttering a deep taring cry for help, he 
declared that he could best servo his country by taking up his 
abode in Government House, and there directing cm paper 
the movements of the troops whose glory he refused to share* 
Tie would not take the hold in person, be said, because, us 
Cemmander-iij-Chiufp ho would require u numerous stalF and 
os tensive office establishment, with an entire regiment to 
H,nort an entire, regiment of those British soldiers, of 

whom the whole force then in ludiu, by the expenditure of oil 
their energies, could not yet hold revolt in check. Above all a 
b p had a greet work to perform, to which even the suppression 
of the Mutiny must hi postponed. Others might have ability 
enough for crushing the rebellion of the native army : he had 
to meditate on its reorganisation and regeneration.f But, 
in declining to lute the field, he performed a service wliioh 
hi^ coon try men npprerlfllcd more than his designs for the 
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direction of tha campaign of the reorganisation of the army. 
For the officer whom ho selected to not against th* rebel? 
and mutineerc! waa Brigadier-General Henry Havelock, 

On Lhe day ntte-r Grant*?; arrival, it wn-s report-din CftleuUa 
thfit Delhi had fallen : but the joy which this announcement 
created was succeeded by disappointment when authentic in* 
formation was received that only the oautuoments on the 
Ridge hud fallen into Barnards hands. A fHAOcee&iun of 
gloomy messages, only varied by theocca^tmmlnnQoimceinertt 
of an isolated success* poured in upon the Govern or-Genrral ; 
and early in July he heard the first rumours of an nwM 
tragedy at Cawnpore. But with all these troubles coming 
upon him, and n loud of personal odium to oppress liitn, be 
bated not a jot of heart or hope. While wailing for the 
coming of the China regiments, he hud been InhmmDg tn 
supply the lack of military m am rial which had been so appa¬ 
rent when tho first attempts at retrieval hud been made, 
sending to Madras for supplies of clothing nnd camp equipage* 
collecting horses for the cavalry arid artillery, and preparing 
the im-anR of carriage for the sick mid wounded.* 

Yet be had tu suffer the l itter ji uni aliment of the ruler, w ho, 
having once lost the confidence of his people, finds thni even 
his good rceasiircs are ignored or condemned. The news of 
the an IK: lings of their countrymen had excited in the hearts 
of the Europeans ut G alon r ot n suvuge desire For indiscriminate- 
revenge Canning was determined not to listen in their 
clamours. Among his many noble qualities were n calm lure 
of justice, a scrupulous respect for the rights of others, which 
were only'misunderstood by his contemporaries because ihev 
were not balnm.ed by decisiveriest On the 3Ui of .Inly 
he- passed a Resolution providing that no* native soldier 
balungiug to a regiment that hml not mutinied, should he 
punished, lie were taken with arm* in his hands, hut 

should simply be handed over tu the military authorities, or 
imprisoned nniil the orders □!' Government respecting liirn 
should In. declared - that mutineers or deserters belonging to 
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raiments that had mutinied, but bad not murdered their I * ET - 
officers, should. when taken without anus iu tbeir bands, 
ho dealt with by the military authorities j end tnsllv, that ' 
mutineers or (Inserters belonging to regiments that bad 
committed any outrage on European?, should be judged bv 
the flhril power, but not punished until the Government Lad 
do tided ^upon any extenuating circumstances connected with 
their offences,* Though the Resolndon offered no mercy to 
those who did not deserve it, though Canning had insisted ns 
ftemly anyone on the duty of inflating condign pnnieh- 
nn-nt on the murderers of Europeans, the public would listen 
to nn defence of the measure; for in their eyes Conning could 
rJ*> nothing right. Nor was the distrust in bis statesmanship 
confined to India. Even in England the press and the public 
alike condemned the Resolution, and nicknamed its author 
* 1 Clamenoy Granin^/ 1 

Another bill, drafted at tbs same time as the Clemency Tha Arms 
Resolution, hut, not finally sanctioned uadi the lJtbofSep- A#fe 
tens her, intensified the popular indignation. Struck by the 
digger of allowing the vast mixed population of the capita! to 
EO about nrnied Q t snob a time, the Governor-General resolved 
L 'V l,lkR flwa > to them the right of carrying amts without 
a license, f Hero, muttered tho British residents, was the 
blunder of the Gagging Act repeated in another form. The v 
refused to listen to the argument that the necessary license 

'VMiild not be refused to them if they asked for it; for their 
burred of the Government was now too firmly fixed to be shaken 
“J rtn? EirgnxqoQt. 

Not Jess unpopular than this Act was the refusal of the Aug. ai. 
GoveniDr-GHiAml to Agree tn a memorial signed by a number r “- 

” JlJ ff|?eutiEi? nnsidflufea of Calcutta, pftmng for liif- pgtcib- ^hiik 

'■JTS 0f martm kw tllrD The clamours 
7 Kh T Tefasal srjmd up were not the Jess loud because 
ie justified it by the argument that ample powers bad 
1 rCI1 ■ t&EU to tbe executive authorities for the 
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punishment of offenders, and til fit, ovrm if it were desirabb- tn 
establish martial law, it would be impossible to spare the 
European troops whom the memorialists desired for Ir*; 
enforcement, So bitterly indeed did (be European com in unity 
hate him that, before the close of the year, they actually 
petitioned the Quean for hie recall* 

But, in the midst of bis troubles, he was not altogether 
without consolation. On the let of August Ontram appeared 
in Calcutta, fresh from his Persian triumphs, and ready to 
render the State any service to his power. A few days later 
another officer arrived, who was destined to win a lasting fame 
in the suppression of the revolt, Captain William Peel, with 
his Naval Brigade. On the 13 th of August Sir Colin Camp¬ 
bell, with Iris Crimean honours thick upon him, came and 
took up the office of Commamler-in-Chief, with the warm 
approval of the army, who knew him as “ the war-bred Sir 
Colin/’ Charles Napier’s lieutenant nnd friend. Moreover, 
reinforcements were uuw fast flowing in; and, as the trans¬ 
ports steamed up the river, the people on the Course stood up 
in their carriages, and, taking ofl 1 their hats, cheered and 
cheered again the soldiers who were mining ta sure theui.t 
Nearly a year and a half of Canning's administration had 
passed away ; and in the last six months of that period lie 
had had such an opportunity of winning distinction as had 
fallen to the lot of no other Indian statesman. Ee hid indeed 
been severely tried ; but, if he had endured the trial, bis glory 
would have been proportionately darling. But la had made 
it evident to all men thfit he was not strong enough for the 
work that hs had to do, No ruler could indeed hove shown 
a more calm and dignified courage. a mure eougoientiou* 
devotion to the State When, five years afterwards, he lay 
npon his death-bed, worn ont in his prims bv the incessant 
labour and the galling anxieties of this baleful Himnnvr he 
might have told himself, if his humility bad nut been equal to 
his self-sacrifice, that he was dying for hi 8 CiimtTy hoaoup . 
ably as riie bravest soldier who bud perished on the field of 
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battle. Bat thew ^dides were not sufficient to mate a 
Oovaroor-Gcnera] of India. Nor is, ft possibles to draw* atrict 
line of demarcation between the moral quali ties of a statesman 
«nd the qualities that constitute fitness for rule. None nan 
ell how ter Canning's indecision, bis morbid scrupulousness, 
his excess, ve deference to the opinions of his advisers were 
congenital qualities, how far they were due to failures of his 
owxi m building up Lis character in earlier years. Men 
judge each other by results; and, if the method is ,i rough 
one it generally leads i.. ua correct a conclusion as a more 
subtle analysts. The English at Calcutta judged Canning 
urdly ,ht they erred less m the direction in which they 
drew their conclusions than in the extent to which they poshed 
- tm. At bottom, tt ,s not true that what roused their anger 
against h,m was his clemency: fear and wounded pride had 
, many of them savage, but not dead to the feelings of 
humanity. If a Hastings or a Wellesley had ruled them in 

° H ' WOljJd hllVs forced tbam to realise the dignity 

J mercy . or he would have made it very clear to them that 
, C0 . ord to be merciful because he was strong. Those 
vbo justified Canning on the ground that he waa biassed bv 

o{ Lia ■#“»*«* forgot that they were 
. 1 ;’ Dg hA3 tllIe 10 ^ “Waf glory of the statesman, the 

which fi trough the mists of prejudice and error 

wh,ch surround h,m. When the storm burst upon his vessel 
be neve, I* thehelm, though the seas dashed over him: ZZ 

Ind^.T r tiiat Le *"* tLe *”»* Of command, 
i- a le JHd Uo firm *> dJ u P°n the wheel, the ablest of hia 
an ants, pressed forward to support Lis feeble grasp and 
made the voices heard above Ins. W ' 
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CHAPTER YL 

BEKGAL AND ymwrsm BEHAB* 

While Canning had been Jabouting on, and striving to 
boar tip again tit the news of calamity in Opper India and the 
undisguised hatred and contempt of tin? Hoglish iuhuhiuints 
of Calcutta events tad occurred in Bengal itself iviikh pro¬ 
nounced a pitiless condemnation on hi a policy* On the 
evening of tbe l J ith of june f Major Macdonald, who com¬ 
manded the 5 th Irregular Cavalry at Eg I nice, and, like his 
comrades at other stations, Lad never doubted the loyalty of 
his men r was surprised* with two of Lie brother atiicers, by 
three troopers, and cruelly wounded. At iirst he would 
not believe that the traitors belonged to his own regimen 1; 
but, when n few days afterwards he discovered his mistake* 
he arrested them ; had them tried ; asatimed die responsibility 
of carrying out their sentence wit bone orders from Govern¬ 
ment ; came out, though still &n during acutely from, Ida 
wound* to superintend their execution himself in prescueu 
of the whole regiment; silenced a cry far rescue which one ul 
them made to bis comrades* by threatening to blow out Iilh 
brume; find, standing his ground alone till all throe were 
swinging lifeless from tbe gallows, proved by his splendid 
decision that the unaided momJ farms of a single English' 
man could subdue tho brute strength of a thousand muti- 
negim* 

Tbe presence, however, of an able officer at an isolstud 
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station wu& not enough lu secure the safety of the vast 1W 
I reaj lIglut of Bengal. I fie danger Go which that Pregidency Haiudai” 
™ exposed was very differently estimated by the two oivilims Ta > a]t3r r 
upon wham lily the chief bur don of providing fat its 
security. These were Frederick HnUiday, the Lieutenant- 
Governor oi .Bengal* an d one oi his local representatives* 

Vk illiain Tayler* the Cunnnissioner of Patna.* The former, 
who had already gained a strong influence over Canning, 
wsts a hard-working administrator and a very abb man of 
butiinegg,, But, though his outward appearance impressed 
many mih the idea that he was a burn leader of men* he 
was not universally respected even by the members of his 
own order, Some of them complained that he had treated 
them, with Oriental dtiplieky ; and Bat bougie's private 
secretary had openly accused him of falsehood. without elicit- 
iug any repudiation of the charged No doubt he had his 
good points: hut the part which he played in the suppress 
sion of the Mutiny was tuu Insignificant to make it worth 
while to attempt any elaborate analysis of his character* 

William Taylor wag a man of culture, keen sense of 
humour, and wide sympathies. His spirits were nmrvdlouEdy 
buoyant and elastic for his years; and withuI he was by 
nature so combe Live that be could not always bring him- 
stdi to live snbioiieaivdy under a superior whom he did 
not respect.I This Lemper, however, though it was in¬ 
jurious to his prospects of official success, did not weaken 
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hie efficiency qs ti public officer. Deploring the want of 
sympathy which prevented the average English official, 
in spite of the conscientious indueLry with which . lie ful¬ 
filled bin duiiea f from becoming familiar with the habits 
of thought of the natives and their real feeling* towards 
British rule, he had not contented himself with working for 
the material prosperity of his people but had tried j like 
Henry Lawrence to reach their he arts as well. Bur. the 
tenderness which moved him lo make allowance for tfadr 
weaknesses waa balanced by a stern resolution which would 
never allow them to dispute his supremacy. Ho was not 
u man of iron, however,, bat u man of tempered steel. The 
sympathy and the kindliness of his nature were allied with 
fl keen sensitiveness. He felt that the duty which lay before 
him was a grave am T that his responsibility was appalling. 
The districts under his charge contained ah out twenty-four 
thousand square rniletj and a population of more than five mil- 
lions. These Lumbers, however, give only a faint idea of the 
st-afee which depended upon his power of dealing with the crisis 
Great mercantile interests were in bis keeping ; for within 
his Division lay many of the estates of the wealthy indigo- 
planters of Bengal; and at Patna itself a well-stored opium 
godown tempted the avarice of the enemies of order. Still 
more important and no less exposed to danger were the 
political interests over which he had to watch; for the city 
of Pallia, with its hundred trad fifty thousand* inhabitants 
was a hut-bed of Mahometan intrigue;; and the memory of 
a great conspiracy which had been discovered some ten yean 
before, remained to warn the English that they were ttu- 
rounded by a pop Illarion among whom there were many 
restless spirits, secretly longing to overthrow their power, 
and re-establish u Mahometan dynasty. When the first 
symptoms of revolt appeared, there was hardly a man in Behai 
who did not lout to Patent as the head-centre of disloyalty.t 


* In 111 * Patna tVifl#, JL 21 , at ia rtmted that the population “iff aatji»ated 
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To meet these appEtfcling dangers, Taylor find few resources 1S5T. 
l>ut the strength of his own. character, At die on thing 
station of Begowlie indeed was qunrtered the Itth Irregular 8( T^lur. 
Cavalry, under Major J amee Holmes, an officer upon whom 
be knew that be could depend for enthusiastic support* But 
he had not a single European soldier In Patna itself; be could 
not rely confidently upon bis native police; and the British 
soldiers at Din upon? ? condemned by die Government to the 
unprofitable task of wateliing the sepoy regiments* con Id give 
bim no help. To* crown all, ho knew that he would have 
neither encouragement nor support from the Lieutenant- 
Governor* A dispute bad lately arisen between them on a 
question oi educational reform. The general opinion waa 
that Tayler had been in the right, and that the Lieutenant- 
Governor had treated him badly. Moreover it was notorious 
at Calcutta that Llie Lieu ten unt-GuVernor, fearing perhaps - 
lest unpleasant revelations might be made, if Tuyjer were 
suffered to continue the controversy, bud resolved to put on: ■ 
end to it by seizing the first plausible pretext for transferring 
him to another post,* > & R A 

When, therefore, the news of the mutiny at Meerut revealed 
to Fayler the extent of the danger which threatened him. La 
know that he would have 10 meet it alone* And he did meet 
it. Spuming the timid suggestions of the judge* who tried io May flft 
persuade him that it was Lest to ilea from Patna, be at puce 
proceeded to make arrangements for protecting the lives of die 
people under his charge* and securing the Gove rumen t pro¬ 
perty a f Before going on to sec how he succeeded, the reader 
must pause for a moment* and survey the city oJ Paina. 

PiUtmis situated on the right hank of the Gauges, three p atB0 
hundred and eighty miles north-west of Calcutta, and ten miles 
east of Li nopore. It was a busy and thriving centre of com- 
mci , ce i hut possessed none of those architectural gloriea which 
lent such interest to the ebJei cities of the Horth-Western 
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pfqviaoefi. One street* running the whole length of the city 
from the eastern to Llie western gate, was [{durably wide ; 
but the others ’were merely narrow, crooked f filthy sdleys, 
lined with mean houses, most of whinh were built of mmL 
Viewed from the over* however* the city bad a more attractive 
uppEflrimce. The bouses of the wealthier citizens* with their 
fiat route and carved balustrades* lined the bank, and, wlLh 
scattered trees, turrets end spires, and old gatewayfl of 
dark red stone, were mirrored in the water. Emerging truiu 
the western gate, the traveller found himself approaching the 
Europe an houses, which were scattered along the banks of the 
riven. The Commissioner's house stood by itself in spacious? 
ground* close to the south*western comer of the race-course* 
which lav south of the One &l houses on the right bank.* 

Un the evening of the 7 th of June, while driving on the 
race-course,. Tayier wins informed that the Dinapore regiments 
wore expected to rise that night. He at once drove to the 
nearest European houses, warned the in mates* and offered 
them the slid ter of his kuuse, send Lug messengers at the same 
time to warn those of the Europeans who lived further otE 
]u less than an Lour nil except a few who had found a refuge 
elsewhere came hurrying up to ire ail tbcm selves of his offer. 
Boon afterwards, while he was busy making -arrangements 
for their accommodation* he was cidled out of doors. It 
appeared that one of the native police had just shown his 
commanding officer two letters, which he had received from 
the Dinapore sepoys, announcing that they were going to rise 
at once, and wished the police to seke the treasury at Eatus, 
and then march out to meet them. The officer handed the 
" letters to Tayier. Tayier saw at a glance that, however lo; al 
the individual policeman might he, the letters proved the 
existence of a previous understanding between ike force 
generally and the sepoys* But he had absolutely no instrii- 
men is for the preservation ol order except these verv police 
and a few of Holmes's irregulars. In this aw fill extremity 
bis heart did not fail him. All night long p weighed down but 
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not crushed by tha burden of bis anxieties, be kept watch UW7.. 
over tin? safety of Li a gueats, vrliiltf kia wife imnktared to their 
comforts end a body uf the inspected police nnd some of the 
irregulars mounted guard outside. in rhe mum mg, however, Jane & 
instead of lha expected mutineers, who hud postponed their 
rising, there arrived ft reinforcement of Sikka* imder an ofucer 
named RaLtray, whom Xkykr bud lately sum mooed to Lib 
assistance. Then the fugitives returned, with lightened heart?, 
ta their homes \ but they knew ifiat, so long as the crisis 
lifted, the shelter of the Gomniiasiquerns house would be open 
to thena.* 

While, however, the arrival of the Sikhs removed Tuylers 
immedaiUo anxiety, it added ao other, her Rattray reported 
tb lli bis men had been constantly men3tod on their inarch by 
the population. Most of the zemi ltd ura indeed were behoved 
to he well disposed : buL she magistrates generally expressed 
n conviction rind, the HakomeUD portion of the papukiion 
was thoroughly disaffected, and that, if any djsturhance 
occurred at Patna,, die infection would probably spread 
throughout the province. Moreover tha fear dint prevailed 
at Patna uaiuiully communicated itself to the surrounding 
districts Everyone laboured under a v&gtie but oppressive 
sense of danger. Some oi-tbe Europeans so far yielded to 
their fears as to desert their poais: hut Tnykr vehemently 
exhorted them to reLurn, On the day following the alarm lit Jans '6 
Patna, he bad sent flalliday a full report of the: dangers which 
threatened that city. The reply which he received a few days 
later was in il&clf enough to a tamp rite hd cute nan t-Guvwiior 
as LiiibL for bis post, For* iia die face of the evidence which 
Taykr's latter contained, he wrote that +J be could not satisfy $w& itk 
himself that Puma was in any danger*" and thatthe muimy 
of the Dkiaporc sepoys was inconceivable.' But Taykrh that Patna 
opinions were nut to be shaken by the utterances ofhia chief, *' lnfLafl ^ er - 
not withstanding the ait of jnlidhLilky with which they were 
delivered. He knew precisely the os tent of the danger and 
thy conditions upon which it depended. He believed that be 


Lr PB* ^ with iht Esmactd 

Mr* 11 Txi^lrjr fnmt tiw jl IL 





188 


BENGAL AND WESTERN REHAB. [CHAF. Vl. 


IflST. 


Tayler in 
rain ur?^* 
{j&nersl Lloyd 
to diflnrm. 


Bia measure 
fur thu prr- 
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con Id hold F^tnn Id oheck so long aa the Liaapore sepoys 
remained quiet, ; but he knew that tbe sepoys would mutiny 
unless they were disarmed. He therefore strongly urged 
General Lloyd to disarm them. Lloyd replied that ho could 
keep them down without disarming diem. Taylor,whose insight 
detected the timidity which lay behind this assumed air of 
confidence, could now only do his best to avert the probable 
results of Lloyd's weakness. And he saw that the only possi¬ 
bility of doing this lay in resolutely repressing the Mahome¬ 
tans of Patna, and in preventing all aommtmioation between 
them and dm Knapore sepoys* 

To effect the former of these objects he devised an expe¬ 
dient of which VVuric-ii Hastings might have felt proud to bo 
the author- The most dangerous inhahitauia of Patna were 
the VVnhahees, the Puritans of Islam, whose close organisa¬ 
tion, widely extended commumeatinim, and Jesuit-like sub¬ 
mission to their rulers gave diem a formidable power- Tayler 
knew that, if he could secure the persons of the three 
Moulviea who directed the Patna branch of the eeot, he would 
obtain a certain pledge for the good behaviour of their disci* 
pica; lor no Wahabea would venture to commit any act that 
could endanger the safety of his venerated leaders .t fie 
therefore determined to arrest the Mold vies; but, as be knew 
dial Ritlliday bad long ago resolved to bdieve that die Waha- 
bees were mere harmless enthusiasts, in spite of the clearest 
proofs of their disloyalty, he did not inform him of hie design. 
Tbia wjia ope of the very few occusione on which he did 
not send hie chief lull reports of his circumstances anti of his 
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intentions* ; And, if be Imd not made these exceptions to bis 1W7. 
fu[c t if lie had shrunk from acting on his own responsibility, 
lii.' would not have been ft flowed to save Patna. Reflecting 
thtit nny attempt to offset the arrests by ordinary means 
would only cause a riot and perhaps loss of life, he ffclfc 
obliged to resort to stratagem. Accordingly, on the t^thof 
■Tune, he indeed the Afoul vies and a few of the most respect* 
able native citizens to his house to discuss the political Jnna is. 
situation. Next morning all were assembled in bis dining¬ 
room,t and took their seats round the table. Presently the 
Commissioner, accompanied by Eiittray, a few other English* 
men, nml u native officer, entered (.lie room. Two of the 
Monlvies looked very uncomfortable when Rattray, with bis 
sword clanking, ant down besido them: but their leader, 

Monlvie Ahmed Oollah, soon began to take part in the con¬ 
versation, and made some sensible suggest!ous for the defence 
of the city. At length the conference was over; and all the 
Dative guests, except tile Mo ill vies, were told tbot they might 
go. Turning to the Afonlvies, Tayler informed them that he 
was obliged to detain them as hostages for the good behaviour 
of their followers, and Lauded them over to the custody of 
Rattray. "Great is your Excellency's kindness,’'’ said 
Ahmed Oollnh, joining his palms, “ great your wisdom: what 
you order is the best for your slaves; so shall our enemies be 
unable to bring false charges against ns," “ What is pleasing 
yon, smilingly replied Tayler, “ is agreeable to me.’* Just 
ns the three were about to ho led away, he said significantly 
to Ahmed Oollah, “ Remember, I have not arrested your 
father; but bis life is in your bands, yours in his," The 
Aloulvic looked as if he understood thehint.l 

Now that be had checkmated bis most formidable enemies, 

Tayler fdt that he was master of the situation. Next day he Jnna 20 , 
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fallowed up hia victory by the arrest oftho patrolling dnroguli,* 
who, he knew, would use his power to prevent investigation 
of the designs of the disaffected if, ns seetued probable, he 
wus hi met If a Elmrer in them. Finally, he raj aired the 
citizens to surrender their anna, and to remain indoors after 
nine oeloek at night.+ The obedience that was paid to those 
orders was n striking illustration of the homage which mankind 
yield to moral force. In Calcutta men asked each other in 
amazement Low it was that, while From other stations news of 
massacre and rebellion was constantly arriving, from Patna 
came week after week the news that tram)uUlity was main* 
tained and British prestige vindicated,^ Perhaps even 
Hulliday could Lava answered. Because Patna is ruled by 
William Tnyler. 

Tayler's success was not, however, wholly unbroken. On 
the ^Srd of Juno Wiris Ali, u native police-officer, was 
arrested, and found to be in possession of lottors which 
couriered All Knreetn, a wealthy Mahometan who lived 
near Patna, qtf treasonable in ten tin ns. The magistrate of 
Ihitua was sent to Heize the criminal, but, after a long and 
wearisome chase, returned nnsuccessful. On the drd of 
July a riot broke out in Patna itself. As, however, the 
bulk of the malcontents liud hceu ton thoroughly frightened 
by Taylor's measures to join in it, it was easily suppressed 
L\ the Sikhs, w 1 rile die ringleaders were seized and brought 
to trial. Chief among them was a Mahometan bookseller 
named Peer Ali, A number of letters inviting various 
persons to join j n organising an anti-Chimirm crusade 
were found in this man's house. From the fact that these 
letters, having all been found in the house of a single man, 
wore evidently a more sample of others, that Peer Ali 
would never have kept men in his pay oxcept for a regular 
plot, and that Wnris AJi had been ready to give up hie 
lucrative situation in order to join Ali Kureem& enter¬ 
prise, Tavler argued the existence of an extensive con¬ 
spiracy which his own anticipatory measures bad alone 
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prevented from issuing in an ttjprpEing calamity. Peer 16W, 

All himself lore tho most emphatic testimony to Tayler's - 

vigilant by confessing that his strong measures bad forced 
™ ooBBpiraici's to strike before they were ready. They and 
Lwenty-ono of their associates, convicted of having taken 
pert in tie riot, wore summarily hanged.* 

Jiul Tayler would not have been ahle to procure the 
evidence which he required against these men, jf he lad 
ihjl beau helped by three loyal natives, Syud Wilayui AJi Tnyfer. 
Khan, Mnula Huksh, the deputy magistrate, and 11 id ay Lit 
AU, tho subnhdar of the Sikh corps Throughout the 
crisis tli esc men laboured day and night to support him, 
helping Turn to patrol the city, and fumbling him with till 
kinds of valuable information, which only a native could 
obtain, though their loyalty exposed them to the hatred and 
riritiule ul their fellow-citizens. Aided by their investigB* 

Huns, he was able to discriminate between the countless 
accusations against influential Mahometans which were 
pul into iiia hands, so that he could afterwards assert that 
he 1 uul never moved against n uoul, except in tho wav of 
precaution, till suspicion had been corroborated by manv 
tmnenrrent circumstances. 1 

U bile Tayler was working with heart and soul for the Rad tan* 
safety of his Division and his peoples lives, Hullidav was 

p ug at his measures and warning him against <!niu‘* 
ftti) tiling or irregular. Tho littloiieas of thu mam's 

Bund appeared in such words as these; "It is impossible 

f , ; V0U ah ™ ld hjm ftuything to do of greater importance 
than keeping the Government informed of yonr proceedings.’! 

No indeed i The saving of u province was a trifling 
matter compared with the sacred duty of writing detailed 
o §oj a reports. How different was the spirit in which 
ti in awneitaa directed him subordinates! 
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It was not only within tlie limits of Patna that Tayler's 
high example made itself felt. As soon as danger began tn 
threaten Bohor* his friend and ardent admirer, Major Holmes, 
wrote to Canning, os pressing with great freedom and plain* 
ness, the view that stem and instant repression was the only 
policy for the limes. Canning told him in reply that ho 
was entirely wrong, nnd that his u bloody off-hand measures " 
were not the cure for the disease. But Holmes cared 
nothing for the rebuke. Lt I am determined/" he rejoined, 
"to keep order in those districts, and I'll do it with a 
strong band. 1 ** Ills method was simple, hut very effeufcm 1 . 
On his own responsibility, he actually placed the wlrnle 
country between Patna and Goruckpore under martial law.t 
His only instrument For enforcing it was his single native 
regiment: but he thoroughly trusted his men 5 uod, if they 
were not loyal to him in their hearts, they ware so carried 
along by his daring spirit that they conk! not choose bot 
do his bidding* Bending out parties of them to seize evil¬ 
doers and protect the civil stations, and declaring that ha 
would visit with instant death anyone who eh owed the 
slightest si<ju of disaffection, he soon established suuh a 
terror of his name that none dared to stir a finger in the 
cause of rebel linn. Cunning had argued in Ms letter that 
the Fopoys who had not yet rebel led wore mad. with fear: 
but IIdimes knew that fear might wall burry men in their 
position, like frightened beasts, to mm upon their masters, 
and that, till they were thoroughly cowed into snbuiis- 


* Ejfcj* r voL uL up. 7.104. 
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sioii, it Would be useless to attempt to reason with their iSS '- 
fears.* - 

In spite, howerer, of all tlmt Holmes and bis irregulars SwO the 
could do, it was impossible fur Tiller to guarantee the safety 
of hie Division, so long as there wus danger of & mutiny at di^nuad ? 
Dinapure, . During the three weeks that bud elapsed since he 
Imd tried in vain to persuade Lloyd to disarm, be bad indeed 
Still mainta i ned order; but he knew that, if Lloyd persisted 
in neglecting Ins ad vice, tire rising must sooner or later take 
place, and, by letting loose an array of mutineers through 
Beliar, undo nil the gone] wLiuli he had dune. At last the 
-English merchants resolved to try whether their arguments 
could not induce the Government to order die General to 
tiike the step which be dared not take on his own responsibility. 

A durable opportunity for stating ibeir views hud just pie- 
eetited itself. Conning hud originally excused himself for 
relu^ng to disarm the Dinupare sepoys on the ground tbnttlie 
reinforcements which would give him the power to do so bad 
not yet come. Now, however, they had arrived, and had been 
ordered 10 call at Dinapore on their way up the Ganges. By 
liis own confession, the Govern or-Genera I now had the game 
in his own bunds. But, ttbilu many ofliis lieutenants were 
assuming the responsibility of executing great measures 
without consulting him, he shifted the responsibility which 
naturally belonged to himself on to the weak shoulders of the 
poor old General at Dinapore. Well knowing that Lluvd had 
only promisedtluit hitmen would remain quiet if 11 &ome great 
temptation did not assail them, well knowing that a great 
temptation was uvea then strongly assai ling them, wdi knowing 
th at Lloyd would never have the courage tu use bin own discre¬ 
tion, he yet left it to him to decide whether he would employ 
the newly-arrived reinforcements to deprive his regiments of 
the power of doing mischief, f The merchants, to whom ibis 
decision whs privately made known, saw its imbecility, and 
resolved to make a last effort to induce Canning to change 
't. Accordingly, on the 20 th of July, they sent ,1 deputation 
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to implore item to consider wLstt vast commercial interests 
w'qtj imperilled by die threaten mg attitude of the regi men is 
ill Dinaporwj and tn urge him tu secure the safety of those 
interests once for ell, and restore public confidence by 
ntimumnding Lloyd to disarm. He curtly refused their 

request** 

The natural results of Lib blind obstinacy followed. On 
the 35nd of duly a body of the 5 th Fusiliers readied Dina* 
[-ore. Lb vd shrank from using Ids nuthomy to detain ihvm, 
and let them go bv. OF coarse lie regretted bis deduiuu. 
But be was still to have imothor chance of betting hiuiself 

July 2-i right. Two days Inter two companies of the 37tb touched at 
Din ii pure, awaiting Lis commands, His remorse ivas» strong 
enough to make I dm order their disembarkation ; but it whh 
too weak to make him turn Uiem to good account If it is 
true that Xt'/Hv rKpfintejii turpissimux, it is equally true thnt 
a weak man cannot suddenly become strong. Uoyd writhed 
under Lka roepauHibility so cruelly cast upon him- Afraid to 
crush the nettle in hia grasp, afraid to leave it alone, hu just 
touched it; Lind, when it staug him # he cast the blame on 
others r As he con Id not brace hi m self to disarm Ids men,, he 
thought he would take away their percuBsioti-uaps instead. 

July ss. Next morning accordingly the European tnxjps were drawn 
up, by way of precau l ion, in the barrack square* uloHe t" tin? 
native lines \ and the naps were car ted away from the maga- 
zirp j . Many of the sepoys showed great indignation when 
they saw (ho carts moving towards the barracks; bat they 
feared, with the British soldicre close at hand, to give full 
vent to their feelings. Uoyd. however, was not coutunt with 
tlm suflccee of his half-measure He ordered bis officers io 
hold a second parade uf the tit peiva in the all-mo m, while the 
European troops would be busy eating their dinners, tmd then 
require thorn to siim^idi r lie contents of the cap-cases which 
they carried on their persons. It is difficult to gauge the 
depth a of the fully which jj romp ted bis resolve* For the 
measure which he now ordered would exasperate tin? sc pays 
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fnT airjre Tllan tluit ^oh bad been with difficulty carried *„ t imt. 

hi the me.mine-; and the absence of the British troops would - 

deprive the officers of the only means uf crushing the mutiny 
which seemed certain to follow. An attempt was" made, how'- 
ever, to obey the order. The parade was held. The sepoya Mwtmy rt 
were ordered to empty choir pouches. They answered the Kn *P onL 
demand by firing on their offices. The noise warned tie 
European soldiers and the Genera] that mutiny had broken 
0,1 1" The G™** 1 * having given certain vague instructions 
t0 hn Jlf> " lf > sot in case of a difficulty, did not think 

it necessary to do more than goon hoard a steamer in the 
river* from which he hoped to henhiet.i shoot a few stray 
mutineers. The soldiers turned out and formed up on the 
parade ground ; but their officers, who could nntfmveuud^ 
nood the instructions winch they had received. Hared not 
nw ,™ e nsponribiliiv of acting in the General’s absence; 
nod not till two staff-officers hurried up from the steamer, 
iringing lus orders for an advance, was anv attempt made to 
retrieve the fortunes of the day. It was than too Into, Only 
" lew sepoys, who rashly attempted to cross the river, were 
i estreyed by the guns of the ateamur, or drowned. The rest, 

■liter repossessing themselves of the caps that bad been iak™ 
fiom the magazine, went off in the direction of the river 

* ? a0 j* Aa thfU riwr ™« then great! v swollen hv the rnina 
fdoyd bad only to lead Ilia Europeans in pursuit.‘in order to 
overtake am] destroy them before they eould effect a passage. 

He afterwards recorded in Lis own defence the extraordinary 
opituou that auch n stop would Lave heeti of little use. But. 
it is not extraordinary I hat he did not attempt it. A general 
W n lM(i s,|un,| > sue h feebleness in the morning was uot likeiv 
in prove nu able commander in the evening. Tile wonder is 
mt next morniB g !t did oceur to him to scud a party of ride- Jab-at 
"l™, ,N 11 + “P the river, to intercept the' passage 

>■>( the mutineers. But his attempt failed; for the steamer, 
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lifter miliiiog a short distance, stuck fast on a sand-bank. 
F+trti before it ! nd returned, however, be received i startling 
piece of news, which led him to resolve to entrench hia pohd- 
don at Dinuporwj. and leave the sortniinding country to the 
fate which he bad brought upon ifc t thus imitating with the 
closest fidelity the line of conduct which Hewitt had followed 
after the mutiny cf tlie loth of May. In many respects, 
indeed, this shameful story of the mutiny ni Dinap ore 
resembles the story of lIil; mutiny at Meerut. The strength 
of the British force at hand to crush resistance, the imbecility 
of the General, the dread of responsibility manifested by the 
officers* ami the amazement of Lbs mutineers at their own 
success, were all points common to the two disasters* And 
for the wtiiilniBM of Lloyd, us for the weakness of Hewitt, die 
uni-, excuse that can ho pleaded is the infirmity of old age.* 

There was a man, however, in Behar, who, though several 
years older than Lloyd, still retained the vigour of his youth, 
and was resolved to use It to effect bis dwd aggrandisemeiUp 
and Etoinplete the humiliation of the English. This man was 
a Rajpoot noble, named fvunwer Singh, who, formerly fl 
staunch adherent of the English power, had lately cooled in 
his friend chip from resentment at the hard usage which he, 
in common with many other great landowners, had received 
from lie Rev cun a Board of Bengal - Ae, however, he bad 
a strong person id friendship for TsyIct* he might uvan now 
have thrown in bis lot with the English, if ha bad not heard 
at the critical moment that an important law suit in which 
he w(ts engaged had gone against him, T&yler had earnestly 
interceded for him with Hal li day, but in vain.f The 
result was, that Eunwer Singh determined, to Hn the 
Riimpure mulinei-vs with hts retainers, and regain his lost 
wealth by the sword. This was the news that made Lloyd 
resolve to shut himself up in Diaspora, But, more fortunate 

* I fim hot iawiTti thin Llayrt iiaa ever bail utiv ilcfenii^r h lli hirn ^lf. 
Apj<m&Trti& wishes to n nil iik defence will and it in the AW, Oct SU, 

mil, pp- -1. u- He ^thuia-Ll.^ ho HJiy.9, ,L Omt lbn nacn w.iuJU Ui-A it quite 
tiaidmiafl Li i attfiap. 1 -rHhiLiijr- with only flFtoc-ri n’ups per ituLiL -1 TburV wtH 
Method iti their ttiiiilneflr^ 

f i\irr*#pnntkwe* r pp. e43U, para ,'1-7 (letter frtm Mr. Satunfill*). 
Lf-a -: from TuyJtr to Secretary Go vh dMDELt c.| BaEugat f April 3, 

pars, Ft/ft Popery t<?L k, (tH7S—jiiy, 
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than Hewitt, he hid a strong find wise nddaer at hund. las", 

whu would not let him do so cowardly fla bc1_ As soon _ 

aa he had heard of the mutiny, the Commissioner, tree to 

bimsdf still when others were fob* to him and to themselves 

had sent out a body of Sitfc, volunteers, and police, to cut 

off the retreat of the straggle*; but on the next nmruing 

he heard of an event which, leLting loose a fresh multitude 

of enemies against him, forced him to recall this little force 

for the protection of Patna. The 12th Irregular*, catching 

the infection of disloyalty from the Dio appro mutineers 

had murdered his dear friend and strong supporter, July a 

aj0Jf J|lmH Holmes. Still his counsel might effect some- 
thing Accordingly lie wrote to the General, imploring him jm^a. 
even then, at the eleventh hour, to go in pursuit of the 
mutineers. Suddenly the alarming news arrived that they Jq] T 27. 
lad already crossed the Soane. tln d were actually besieging 
J 5. * L[o f d tiad n °» no ohoice but to accept TavJer'a 

ncviDtf. 

Arab, the chief town of the moa-turbulent district in the B^otA^h 
Uiv^on, was sitnated twenty-five miles west of iHnunon 
ZT residents lmd been duly warned of their danger. 

Ihe warning, however, would have availed them little if 
iuylor, with rare foresight, had not already sent fifty of 
Kuttray's Sikhs to help them in ease of nu attack. Even 
rhls "'uforceineM, the whole garrison were only aisty- 
« g ht u j numb,,.; ftTj(I ^eir fortress was nothing but a 
1 “in Id mg, originally intended for a billiard-room heW- 
“S L<> Vifl ™ railway engineer, who, regardless If 

urn joerH ofhis friends, had fortified and provisioned it to 

2r**r* wWeh hfl hai nloDg deemed possible. 
e> dwelling-bonne was fthaut seventy yards off; and, to 
-pn ve tin: enemy of the cover which jt would have afforded, 

the 38th 'f^hed ita ^ont parapet. On the evening of 
- 2 , tbe after writing fetters to their friend* 

“*‘T the Milliard-room, and bricked themselves up. Boyle 
who&e foresight bad rescued theothere from instant dstnicfom 
wan naturally one of the leading spirits in the crisis ■ and ftSso - 

■Ininrr tmiiij jFjs, Cwr&piMlt£mt* T ^T- n pp_ 110,. H2 
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oiaied with him was Herwald Wake. tha JLullgiBtriitBj. vvhu 
assumed command of the Sikhs, Next: morning the- sixLy- 
eight were standing at their post* behind tlauir improvised 
defences : an dr whtiu the matineera, after releasing the 
prisoners in the g*toL and plundering the treasury, advancEd 
to the attack, as to an assn rad victory, they were hurled buck 
in uainmisbtuenl and discomfiture by a well'directed lire. 
From this moment they only ventured Lu discharge their 
musk els from behind the cover of the walls and that 

sLirtoLinded the hou&r; and anyone whu ventured intu the 
open was sure to be struck down by a bullet from the 
garrison* who aimed securely from behind the sanibbugs 
which they \m& thrown up on the roof. Baffled in fair fight, 
ihe assailants begun to try a succession, of foul stratagems 
for the destruction of their fots. I hey strove to corrupt tin 
fidelity of the Sikhs by threats, by appeals to their religions 
feelings, and by offers ol' a share in the plunder. But the 
Sikhs,. coTjhdcnt in the resources of their commandant, were 
proof even against this last argument. Then the rebels 
tried Lu suffocate the garrison by setuug on fire a heap td 
chillies outbids the walla: but a favourabh wind arose and 
blew the stifling smoke away. The suine wind carried oil 
the disgusting stench arising from the rotting carcases of the 
horses belonging to the garrison J which the rebels had killed 
and purposely piled up around the house. Finally, Kurnver 
Singh unearthed two guns, which he bad kepi bidden ready 
for umcrgcnoiesj and prepared to batter down the little 
for tie as. If be hail had a good supply of ammunition* he 
might have forced the garrison to attempt to cut their way 
out; bni, having uo round shot nt first, he was obliged to 
use the brass castors belonging to the planus uud sofas in 
Buyh■ 3 house, as projectilet.' 1 Yet Wake and hi* little band 
knew that* if help did nut come soon* lime musL conquer 
them; for their provisions were beginning to ran short* 
At midnight an die 20th they heard the sound of distant 
firing in the direction of the Soane. Could it be that 


* Aiterwimtfc k* nrccnrwl :.iw lib. nku 1 Ivr i--ric af Ibr gain* 
Brit/Nan trfiW of Mr: Oe/cvnv fifif/t Armh fivTUOfi, pp. L3. 14. 
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ibeir relief at ijjind ? * Tb«v were nut kujit lung in Iflff* 

suspense, “—■ 

Influenced by the alarming news that Anth mis being tiiuabai’a 
besieged. Lloyd had yielded lu Tayler's entreaties, mi sem th^r^f S 
off ft tmec of Europeans and Sikhs to the rase no* Bin the Wl. 
ylfiun-T that carried them mu aground in the darkness of the 
Tiiglit; and Lloyd, overwhelmed by this Fresh disaster, would 
Lem- recahed the detachment and left fcho garrison to their 
II Tayler hud not nun© more dimmed him into action. 

Another Steamer hud opportunely conic up i rmd in it a 
hundred and fifty men of the lOfch, with a few volunteers, 
were sentj under Captain Dunbar, to reinforce the stranded 
detachment. On the afternoon oi* the 29ih the united force* 
amounting to fl-ur hundred end fifteen officers and men, die- 
embarked* A am nil party was sent nn to procure boats for 
the parage ol a stream which crossed the road to A rah. 

Soi.-n afterwards the main body, wbn were cooking din nor, 
hoard the raitfc of musketry. They at once Fell into their 
ran he, and, alter a lew minutes’ march, saw their comrades 
firing at a number of sepoys nn the opposite bank of the 
stream. I wo or three hours were spent in getting the hosts ; 
and ir was seven o'clock before the whole force Imd crossed 
Tired and hungry, but eager to rescue their beleaguered 
countrymen, they immediately began their march About an 
boizr before midnight the muon went down, and Dunbar was 
urged to haft for the night; hot, trusting to n report that the 
muiioutre J| ad raised the siege, he insisted ou going on.f A 
lew minules later the advanced guard was entering the 
suburbs of Arab, when a I.Jaze of light flashed forth from a 
deriau mango grove on the right of the road, and t fimr/d 
discharge id musketry ploughed through the whole length of 
thi- column. A second volley followed, and a third. The 
cnfcuiy could only be momentarily discerned by the flash ol 
ibeir muskets: but the British soldiers, conspicuous m ibeir 
white flu muter drawee were Falling Fust; Dim bar himself was 


Kaytv* Unfj \ory,ittr>‘- IJal[^ TmMtMl&A m Ami, p r, [^7 [ Purf 

T*'u l] SS| Flirt * pp , ^ ;m. 
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slain ; nnd the survivors, bewildered and losing all disciplines 
tired helplessly into space, or into each other. At Iasi it 
bugler, running to n field close by, sounded the assembly, and 
thus gathered bis comrades round him. Fresently they 
kmnd a tank in which they could lake shelter; hut they 
foolishly continued to discharge their muskets* and revealed 
their position to the enemy, wbu, invisible themselves, 
assailed Lbecn, as they lay crouching in fche tank, with eon- 
timml volleys* In this desperate si Lu a Li on the officers held a 
council of war, and resulted to attempt u retreat la the Roane 
at day-break. The day broke; hut no joy followed the 
heaviness which hud endured throughout the night* Wearied 
and famished as they were, the soldiers had a march of fifteen 
miles before them and for every foot of the way they had 
to run the gauntlet of no enemy who had cleverly availed 
himself of the cover afforded by the woods and jungles Hint 
tint'd the road* Sharp reports echoed : puffs of smoke curled 
up through the trees; and man after man dropped down. 
Ever and wmm some of the survivors, infuriated at the loss 
of their comrades, charged aimlessly right and left: but the 
mutineers, safe in ambush, laughed at their impotent rage. 
Among the British there was little order or discipline ; but 
there was much heroism. Two privates of the Ifuji carried 
a wounded officer of their regiment the last five miles of the 
road; and young Boss Mangles of the Civil Service,, with 
none to help him* rescued a wounded private in the same 
way. When at last the poor beaten force reached the river, 
Lbey found nearly tdl the boat 3 stranded; but many still 
retained their presence of mind, and, pushing the boats into 
the stream B would not enter them themselves till they had 
helped their weaker brethren on hoard* One of the boats, 
under a freight of thirty-five men, was drifting helplessly 
down the si ream with ils nidi dor Lied up and use! ess* when a 
volunteer. MclDoubH of the Civil Service, climbed on to the 
roof, and out the lashings under a hail of bullets. Many, 
however, as they strove to cross the stream, fell under the 
enemy's fire: alhers, who had plunged into the water Lu 
c&onpu the bullets, were drowned ; nnd few indeed reached 
the steauj^r that was waiting to carry the detachment hack in 
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triumph to Dioapore. But wor 5 e than all the sufferings l«Sf. 
llmt. the enemy liaJ inllioterj upon them must have been the 
misery ami the shame of that poor remnant, us they up- 
proaehed the landing-place at Diaspora, and saw their 
countrymen standing upon it, waiting to congratulate them 
on their victory, and knew how soon they would be unde¬ 
ceived. As the steamer hove in sight, the crowd grew breath¬ 
less with excitement; they looted in vein for some sign of 
triumph on hot tli'ck : their hearts sickened ns they saw 
her mn past her moorings and make for the hospital; and, ug 
sh< ; eased up and biew off her steam, the soldiers' wives rushed 
down, beating their breasts and tearing their hair, to the 

WMera p % e - n,J J screamed out curses agniuyt the General 
nho had brought this calamity upon them.* 

Dut there were stout hearts still beating in the province T]^ ganton 
or Befmr. The link garrison of Aral), listening eagerly fAathjtffl 
from the roof of Boyle’s house to the sound of firing on the ° ” 

night of the 29th. soon hoard it die nwav, and know that no 
help had yet come. But they could still help themselves. 

1 heir provisions were nearly gone; but, when the besiegers 
were asleep, they sadlicd forth, and brought in four sheep 
as the reward of their daring. Thirst began to afflict them; 
bnt the Sikhs dug a we]!, and procured au abundance of good 
water. Ammunition threatened to fail; but Boyle had'kid 
in n supply of lend, and new bullets were cast, Mining was 
Ti '*1 by counter mining. Every expedient that the in- 
pnaity of the besiegers could contrive was baffled by the 
nugenuity, but still more by the resolution of the besieged. 

hns four more days passed «way. On the morning of the 
* jlil the sound of distant bring once more throw 

tfiL- garrison into suspense, t And this time too the suspense 
uid Dot last long. 

Among (hose whose sympathies had been rotiaed by the vacant 
«ory of ih« leaguer of Arab was a major of the Bengal 
artillery, named Vincent Eyre. This officer had been ia the 
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army for iieavly ftiirty years; bat, though ho had seen mu oh 
hard service* and had made many efforts to smooth the 
ragged lot, and elevate the moral condition of his mm f 
whom he Ijad honourably refused to forsake for the luertilivtj 
arena af civil employ, he land not vet found HU opportunity 
of showing what ho could accomplish ns a leader in the 
field. Fifteen years before, however, in the disastrous 
winter of lull* he had found and used ti more glorious 
opportunity. The Afghan chiefs had demanded four British 
officers with their wives and children ns hostages; and the 
British emu mu cider had asked for volunteers to undertake flic 
cruel risk- Every officer refused to expose his family to 
danger except Eyre, who, lu the words of Lady Sale* LJ said, 
if it was to be productive of groat good, lie would shay with 
his wife and child/" He who tends this record of heroism 
will not ask for any further comment on Eyres character* 

On the Iflth of July he started with hiss baiterr from 
Calcutta, under orders to join the British force at Allahabad* 
Touching at Din spare on the Both* he of course heard of the 
mutiny which had just taken place, Re^vntbarking next morn¬ 
ing, Iks reached Ruxar on the 3Nth, There he was informed that 
the Dimtpore mutineers were besieging Arab, Hearing later 
is the day that some of them were marching up the country to 
destroy the Government stud property at Buxar, he detained 
the steamer for the night. Next morning, as there appeared 
tu be no imminent danger, he pushed on towards Glia zee pore, 
intending, if he should find that station safe, to return to 
Ruxar, and thence march tn the relief of Arab. Finding that 
Ghsizeeporej though still qniet p was not out of danger, be 
landed two of his gnus for its defence, aud took in exchange 
twenty'five Eighhmdets of the 78th, to aid him in bin pro¬ 
jected expedition. Returning to Buxnr in the even i eg, he 
was rejoiced to find that one hundred and sixty men of the 
nth Fusiliers had just arrived from Calcutta; and, as he felt 
ihat, with their aid, he would be strong enough to begin hid 
march for Arab at once, he asked their commander* Captain 


* Sec Ml Article nr. Km in Colons] MaNsi^'i AW^tiw */ -t* India* 
Ojnriai, p. ?7«. 
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L Estrange, to join him. L'Eateinge promptly agreed. lMft 

bargaining only thnt Eyre should tain upon Uu^iftbe entire ~ 

responsibility of the expedition. That Eyre did this for 
LEstrsng* ns unhesitatingly as hr hud done it g]rendv for 
himrelt, is h, 9 great title to the hoooar&ble mention of history. 

Many officers would hays gone cheerfully with two hundred 
™' n ' to attack five thousand: hut few would hnye turned aside 
from the instructions of their Government, and risked dismissal 
from the service, to do so. Fifteen years before, however, 
tyre hud dared to risk even the safety of his wife and child in 
ins conn try’s service ; and he was not likely now to shrink from 
risking his commission. Hu therefore sent back the High* 
landers to Gbnzeepore, which had new greater need of them 
and, appointing as his staff officer. Captain Hasting the 
superintendent of the Buxar stud, by whose enor^ and 
enthusiasm the need in I supplies were collected within a "single 

^uy, started to relieve Arab in the spirit of Montrose's .Tu]t3o. 
favourite verses 


Ha either fimrfi Ms fata t M mu\:h, 
Or hi* rlo&erts urc 
Tlipt darns nut pus it lath* touch t 
Tn gain *r ]<?se it jlH 


AH through the Jang summer evening and the night the 
force martshad mi, not halting till day-break; for hut slow 
progress eon Id be made along heavy roads, and with bullocks 

UaBWd . L0 lhe ]nhoiir of Artillery. But at his next A __ . 

tmcamping ground Eyre heard for the first time the news of 
tinhsr s disaster, and, burning Ui efface it, pressed on till, on 
l r C . e70niT] K the I ul of August, he reached the village of 
ujrnjegung^ close to A rah. Hardly hurt lie broken lip hiH 
' itcampment on the following morning, when bugles were Aug. £, 
_mmd so mi dm g the assembly a short distance ahead. S fli , lIa ° f 
Evidently the enemy hud come cut from Arab to dispute his 
a ymee. I hey were Boon discerned lining a large wood 

■l T es ^ en - titf(1 m ^ at °f ibe British force, and on both its 
an s. heoing that he w as in danger of being surrounded, 

■, re emtsed his guns to open fire on their front mid flunks! 
leflcn y they touk shelter behind man broken ground iu 
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front nf the woods, and opened a bear? iire of musketry. 
Soon, however, unable: to stand againstthe accurate disch urges 
of the slrimiisberg whom Eyre lntd sent against them, they 
foil bach to tbe woods. Eyre, rapidly following up bis 
advantage, brought all lisa guns to bear upon their centre: 
they scattered to right and left: and tbe British, keeping up 
an incessant tire of musketry, hurried over the vacant space, 
and plunged into the wood: The rebels were momentarily 
baffled i lor the- British, moving out of the further aide of the 
wood, were protected from at lack bv inundated rice-field* 
which surrounded the road along which they inarched. But, 
two miles further down, the road was intercepted by a river, 
on the opposite side of which lay a village called Beebeegungu ; 
and the rebels now hastened to seize this point, hoping thus 
to render Eyres further advance impossible ; for they had 
broken down the bridge, and thrown up breastworks to 
command the approaches. Unable to Gild a ford, Eyre began 
el dank march to tine right towards the railway embank men t> 
along which a road ran direct r.u Arab, and, to mask this 
movement* caused his artillery ul the same time to pluv upon 
the village* Clone to the embankment, however, there waa 
another wood : and the rebels now hastened to occupy it, in 
the hope of intercepting Eyre before be could gain the road. 
Then began it desperate rate between the two armies. The 
rebels won, and, wke$i Eyre 1 a force came up + opened fire upon 
it from behind the shelter of the trees. Thus attacked in - 
front, the British were sorely harassed by a simultaneous In re- 
which Kunwer Singh's levies poured into their rear, Eyre 
must now carry the wood* or be vanquished. His fire could 
make no impression upon the enemy. Twice within an hour 
they ru&betl up to ihe mnaries of his, guns; and by the end of 
that time they were clearly forcing his infantry to retire. 
But Eyre had still one resource left, a resource which has 
often saved British soldiers from imminent defeat at the hands 
of a superior force. He ordered his infantry to charge with 
the haybnet Forming rapidly, the little company of Fusiliers 
sent np ei glorious cheer, and, bounding across the stream* 
which, though still deep, was here pent up within a narrow 
apace, drove their four tbouraid enemies before them in utter 
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rout, iiotj did not pause until the guns, opening on the fngi- 1657. 

taTee, luul made tbe victory complete, Meanwhile the garrison - 

of Arab nad been listening ansionsly to the sound of :be 
battle. In the afternoon they saw the beaten rebels come 
lurrying up collect their property, and go away. They Anirdi,™*. 
knew now that their deliverance bad been wrought ut laat- 
but there was a still greater joy in store for them. For 

IhTJre “ 0ri,illg ^ ^ ^ Wti!oomtd their A^ 3. 

Eyre had no thought, however, of resting on his laurels. Eyrefcib™ 
Ho bud baulked tbo mutineers of their prey : but he had not n?hi * 
yt't deprived then) of oil power to do mischief; &nd other ^ ^ 

stations m Behar BtilJ lay at their mercy. Ue resolved there- 
lore to follow up his victory by striking a decisive blow at 
Jugdeespore, a village belonging to Kunwer Singh, to which 
the rebels bad rot rested. The old chiefs asylum was very 
strongly placed, and the road a which led to it were difficult ■ 
but l'j\re knew that Lis men would now follow him on any 
enterprise, and what he had already achieved bad fairly 
entitled him to oak for reinforcements, White he was waiting 
t ° r oc,tTB P ieJ himself in restoring order in tlie umgh- 

jourhood. Martial law was proclaimed ; and thirty wounded 
Bepoya who were bronght in, us well as a number of native 
official* who had entered Kunwcr Singh's service, were hanged. 

f a 8t ond Jth oi August the expected reinforcements 
arrivedtwo hundred men of the lrtth anti a hundred of 
IiutimyK Sikhs. Strengthened by these and by some of 
ic defenders of Arab, Eyre set out on tbe 11 th for Jug- 
aeespore. About lialf-past ten on the following day he caught 
atg a t! the faces of the enemy peeping through a dense belt 

' °” ° PP0SI,IJ ® i(le of “ fltreflm which crossed the 

**d 1 ho position which Euuwer Singh bad chosou was, 

, * Papeete bat one, faultless. His stronghold lay 
^altered behind the juugTe, the mazes of which, familiar 

ILl JSU 113 f* en ; Wl ’ re unknown to his opponents: the 

vriT m r * JiS ^ r0Ut ‘ nu< * * a hi* centre stood a 

25 r * ^ forti6cd - But Jle ^ »■*. U» fatal 
mu, akc of weakening his force by sanding * detachment 

py another village on tbe opposite side of the 
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bIkiib^ Xhs British skirmish er& began the battle by 
diblinding this deia.chu]cnt + end driving ii across the 
etreaiEL The rest of the enemy Jay concealed in the jungle, 
until the continued advance of the skirmishers provoked 
them to fire. Then Eyre, fit lost detecting their exact 
position, brought his artillery to hear upon them, and 
farced them to huddle in confusion further to the right. 
Now was the time to deuide the battle by a bayonet rosli. 
Xhe men of the 10 Lb, seeing the enemy wavering, were 
aim oat breaking loose from control in Lhalr burning desire 
to uvange their comrades who had Fallen with Hunt at \ 
and. bo Fore their leader; Captain Patterson, bud finished 
speaking the ward of command, they answered him hy a 
ringing cheer, and dashed forward to the attack. Nothing 
could have resisted that avenging charge: hut the 10th 
were cheated of half their desire ; for. as at Bcehcegunge, 
the enemy dared not look ft! the British bayonets, hut 
dtd headlong into the jungle. Meanwhile, Kunwer SingVs 
irregulars ou the left had fought a gallant battle with the 
Fusiliers, the Sikhs, and the volunteers: but at hist a 
howitzer was brought up against them ; nnd then they tun 
fled. Driving the enemy before him, Eyre entered Jugdees- 
pure early in the afternoon, [t was not till the following 
dav> hi.iWi-Yer, that he could learn m what direction Kunwer 
Slug]\ had retreated. 'Ihen L'Estrange, mid afterwards Eyre 
himself, went in pursuit: but the old chief was never caught.. 
He had evidently looked forward to a victorious campaign : 
for in Lis stronghold was discovered an .abundance uf ammu¬ 
nition-' and enough grain to feed an army of twenty thou sand 
men for six months* to obtain which he had mercilessly 
robbed she peasantry in the nrighhoiirhund. But the re-u*tnh- 
li*h merit of the British power brought relief rn tiro sufferers; 
fur Kjrc allowed them to carry off tha graim,+ Finally, after 
blowing up nil the principal buildings in dngdeespore, he 

i* MlNohi VdL L1 l-8 t 1^5- 

f teate of an Indian QjficiaL pp. Bfr(-1 7 - A&enttbl *4 Un- Rollrf *d 
Armb dieted by Miijtjr Kvr*, printed in ttalrikhu 1 * M*tm& in thidh, App. 
Si,, hJ. p?X : JW PajTr* T T nl. 3LllT, ( ISST-ftS), Pxirt L. Jijj, 1 LIT, V^. 

1UI. L4il—T- Tb-p British hi** In thu tir*i urtian was iwd ktUrf 
(iHftn wfunded, in t tit* ^f^cind aL% wi nindtki 
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BLfmyd on the ^Oth of August for Allahabad. In hie campaign 
of three weeks he hud affected fur more than tho original object 
of bis expedition. Not only had lie relieved the beleagumsd 
garrison of Arab. He hud ijiiulled thq insurrection which had 
threatened to spread from Bekar throughout the who!a of 
Bengal; end he Lad restored the safety of riverconmuoicadon 
between Calcutta and the North-We&lero Provinces. In other 
worde, he t a simple major of artillery, Lad prevented the 
achievements of Taylor from being neutralised by the weak¬ 
ness of the Government and the incompetence of Ll oyd. 

ftefbrt!, however, this result was attained, the character of 
thi- Patna f'ummissjoiier had been subjected to a trial more 
severe than any which it bad yet endured. The mutiny of the 
sepoys at Dinupore bud been had enough ; but the defeat 
to Inch 1.) unbar had so stained at their bunds was fur worse. 
For it now named absolutely certain that Arab iiiu^l soon Ml; 
and then the besiegers would he line to over-run the whole 
province of Bohar with fire and swurd H Many of the villagers 
of Shababud, the district of which Arab was the capital, were 
in open revolt* Kunwer Singh's success would he sure to 
fine oarage others to follow bis example: in fact the Rajah of 
Pumroon was said to have already joined the rebels* Tbo 
mmiuy ni the l m 2 ih Irregulars aggravated Lbs danger. More¬ 
over the native police and even the Sikhs would not be likely 
lu remain loyal when they saw that their masters could no 
longer hold their ground. The Europeans scattered at the 
stations under layler's control, who bad been sen tire umler 
his protec Lion till his policy Euid been endangered Ly the 
weakness of Lloyd, were almost destitute of the means of 
resistance** For their lives and for the (JovcrmnoitL treasure 
nndnr their care he was responsible* And be had to bear Lids 
grievoub harden of responsibility by bis own unaided strength: 
for Ida Government had never sympathised with him ; Lloyd 
an liiaunibranco rather than a help; and the gallant 
Holmes was dead* But Teyler met the crisis without tlincb- 
ii J g* Dc sent off tlie European ladies and children tu Dina- 
porc; aud t feeling that now, when things were at their 


IS^T 


Db^gofi 
rvlllch eomni- 
pbMCd Tayter 
after I>Liali[ir r fl 
failure. 
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1^ worst, it behoved him to ha most DE^rn and imooTnprC'initin^ 
in assorting his supremacy, he hud the gallows shifted Irani 
the gaol to the middle of the rate-course, where it would he 
iti full view of all who meditated rebellion, and sent another 
hatch of conspirators to execulion, l bis* however, was not 

enough. He knew that, to save the lives of the Europeans 
at the out-stations, prudence was needed as well as boldness. 
Accordingly, after a few hours of earnest coos]deration, he 
jnEvSL issued an order directing the district officers aL Gy ft and 
S-aW^cr Mosiferpop* to come in to Patna, aud to bring their trea¬ 
sure with them, unless their personal safety should he 
endangered by the attempt to remove it. No measure of his 
administration had been more sagacious than this. For, 
though he knew that Eym intended Lo attempt the relief of 
Arab, he could not prophesy that Eyre, with a force only half 
as large as that with which Dunbar had hom disastrously 
beaten, would show the moral strength and the military 
skill that could alone achieve success in su hazardous an 
enterprise: he know that, if Eytc should fail, the province 
must be lost; and he therefore resolved Lo sacrifice the 
out-elutions for a time to the great object of saving his 
people's lives, holding Patna, and securing hia trea-m»* 
rather limn, risk the loss of the whole by dinging vainly to a 
pan.t Far more admirable, however, than the state™smahip 
which dictated this measure was the moral courage which 
dared to carry it out in spite uf the probable disapprobation 
of an unfriendly Government, 

Hijtc Lemtouj- Fautonr,, the magistrate at MoBufferpore, acted aL once 
it upon Tayler's order, and r as lie had no troops to escort his 
treasure, left it behind. But the magistrate at Gya, Alonzti 
Money * unlike Lnutunr, had forty-five Europeans, a hundred 
Siikhsj and a body of police to rely upon, besides a detach- 
mant of the filth, stationed a low miles off, whom he could 
summon to his aid. It is true dial he was exposed to danger 
from the Dinapwc mutineers: but this danger* though 
serious enough to vindicate Lhe withdrawal order, and to 

* Tfcu? offleurB lwl*ij^in^ ta tihupruh Jitnl bust ji Sr^u-dy Vume in 

Th' a rsnnai&iiw Hina-U i>m wan Anils. Js h sl^ln 1 ce^Li^iL^> , %o i-neattait ih*- rali- 
il,i h i -:iir mil H-tatinnH, 

f i rfL ’ PP- Patna LKaippp, {&-7, 
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justify him in taking measures for obeying it, was not anffi- l&T. 
eieutly imminent to justify him in abandoning Lis treasure. 

Only throe days before, he had written to Tayler, saying that Jui r at, 
he hod nothing to apprehend from the townspeople, and that, if 
not more than three hundred or three hundred imd fifty muti¬ 
neers attacked him, he had “ no doubt of giving them u good 
thrashing,” nis courage however, had since oozed out; for, a 
iV A hours nftt r he received the order, he harried away from the Jtdy si. 
station under an escort, aceompnuied by Lhe other Chriathm 
residents, leaving eighty thousand pounds in the treasury at 
the mercy of the enemies of Government,* He thus flatly dis- 
obeyed the ardors of the Commissioner; for, ns hie own letter 
proved, hie personal safety would not have been endangered 
by removing his treasure. When, however, he imd proceeded 
a few miles, one of his companions, Ballings, of the Opium 
Agency, came up to him, and said that he could nut endure 
the remorse which he felt m having been a party to the cibau- 
doiuncu t of the Government property. Money listened, and 
resolved to go hack and repair the wrong which he had done. 

Bui, instead of taking his companions and his escort with him, 
ns common sense would have suggested, he impulsively bade 
them continue iheir journey, and went back alone with Hoi- 
hugs. Soon after his re tuna, he called in the detachment nf Ao*. S. 
the 6-iUi r muf, when it arrived, removed tile treasure under Aa>. 4. 
tty escort, having already done his heat tu arouse the enmity 
"I the native officials bv openly burning the Government 
stamped paper, an net which they could only regard as im¬ 
plying a suspicion that they meditated plunder. After 
quitting the station ho would naturally have taken the road 
t0 , I 1 utna, if he had not been misled by false reports which 
-fli that u body of the Dinuporo mutineers was advancing to 
dispute his passage. As it was, he resolved to taka the longer 
H safer road to (..aJoutta instead. On his way, he received 


himself far ijr)t raninv].n{r tie trwunrp by sjmia'>- *■ Tho 
t\„j f'ufjM ' bp rransd hwhv: I imd neitt^r lno+i nor 1‘fi‘pbjmtH."' 

i.'nrtn u hi. »■ ijofin iwtlunjf to prevunt ljim from to mjllwt 

tu ,[u h - r N|J,L ' 3 07 ** EosfWi "Hi-Iiiata. "ll ufioTer, 

Utirttw i_ni- tr .nrT*l ''“Atusad, if |, 4 dirt riot am tin 

B wwiatt ucy between hie ajHrkiyy u:lJ bit dwel subfistjount caistlutr, 

14 
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Ifllteraftani the Gcjvdmor^Geiiwal andtheLicMtmant-Ckivflmor. 
When tic opened them, be was probably Boraowhat astonished 
to find himself uoDgrflt.ulat.cd as a hero. Tlmt Conning 
should have accepted Halliday'a view of Moneys conduct was 
natural enough: hut that Ilntlidav, acquainted as he was with 
the terms of Lite withdrawal order and with the wav in which 
Money had earned it oul t should have praised the hitter as 
he didp might well startle those who were ignorant, of thu 
circumstances that had tended to warp Lib judgment, Xor 
did he content himself with bestowing empty praise upon 
Money. The man who had fled in panic from his post was 
rewarded by promotion to a more; lucrative appointment." Of 
Money himself it is not necessary to speak so severely. 
Though his whole conduct from the time that he received 
the withdrawal order had been a series of mi stakes, yet st in 
impossible nut to feel sympathy lor a man who* when his 
conscience told him that he had done wrong, tried* however 
awkwardly* to amend hie fault. 

Asj however. Money had been suhatantially rewarded for the 
defective discharge of fmi easy duty, surely Tayler might 
reasonably look forward at least to the approbation of his 
Government* He bad undoubtedly sared his own Division ; 
add, m the rebellion which ho held in check wcmbl almost 
certain!v have spread throughout Bengal if it had beau 
all owed to develop itself, ho may he said to have saved 
Bengal ns well.f If some great disturbance had broken 
out id Patna, and ho had suppressed it, his praises would have 


' PnrL Paptt'*, vdL Pst% 2, pp, LE-E-4L '±'27 -Si 1 , \)2 l , ;J2K 

413 - t Wi ajpoadw «, brc.* pp. HU, 122. 1B7, 1 Its. 

f ‘TIlls el oenrec isoalv a oorijoctnrm But £.i 1b u conjecture in g upper! of 
wbielJ. a gTi'iLt dm J may br ■- M . Tin* rAtm n I - nf irhnt u ctnilly t ook j&uec Hl 
BeuffAt dnrmi* tin L Mutiny, 1 be rirtuiH Bt&noea df i;* r aJineiiico T.-rth this Hni;l i- Li 
U a- vi* ram oat toforc the Mutiny, end the petioftltil vb.artir:t(?r M l!i-_* 
portion of iln 3u3knliii;LtLtN mnkr It cDTtjim ilmt popular dl^tovl iuBfle woidd 
ciever 1 1 il vtt Ijfloii hit luimidjiide thtif* \t wmi In the KoTtb-Wnlrtt*™ 

Still, the whole history of llie Mutiny ^tes tiiat. If [ueurm-tErni. hart ksigiL 
uXlr.iv,- k] to oorno to a bend in TJohor. iir-L o&ly noiihl tTn- l.iLi,lrriti.?boK and alE 
tin- JirLiiFM±c4 in the ro«t of Ckra^l h«Tp' seised Uin opportunity in ^ 
iiiUi:LiL'ii Lot Hvi'n Ht‘ pwipeifnl, the wrtl iIlKjjaKd^ mid tfni^ vhu may be 
nulled the TrimnPL-rn -v^nld liuw been tempu-il by the fmr tlmt it wu^ n" 
kmpor worth ttu'lr wlii la t•. nuppurt ns. U- turn iisjainrt nu. St4i an (rxtrai'E 
from a Lcn-lttr* delivered by Huidtu MrliiTtl, Ea^. f printed in (Fiffl M 
jFruiA f p. 03 r IL ad a lettor from 4 >ifiu?rjil t'olui Macfeenzia quoted m Fact r - 
F 
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h rY un? M l 0 f* - thos * *' **« »i M! JL* J ' w 

T, P * prevented disaffection from breaking out at all “~ 

o U., Host ^HJfected citice of India, there was too litdeof — “ 

^ general mho. 

1 he Engl,ah inhabits of } lls province. in[ll , ed d 

the nat,v e3 who remained iuyal tn hie Gpyammaat respected 
and trusted him absolutely.* But Hdliday hud an old Ldg* 

" pun f *r- ™ "paid hi, services bv /3£ 

j ma-uJ ot the Support which each one of his *l.L ordinates 

JJ ng ,t Lt ! cIft,m; Le haJ T °tu,hsafed not a word of praise 

tszr* m , hia l&hou ^ 

oa^riv dn,P^ eit ^ ™vi„g h fm ^ hia t . JJ 

2S 7* ,** W,tba ™ wd 0rder « won fe 

1-fenee" ^^■TTIV? 0 ' 1 ' siting for explanation or 
lieu ten" 1 ' & Ratified t his lust and noblest measure r,f his 

tZ 7 T **1** dl ^ f0Cel ' ul «*"*■», and summarily 

Barrices 0 ;V^ 7 P f’ LljllF3 Jeprh ‘ ng h!S 0Duntr y ,jt tb*e to- 

t r ll■ t •(i ' -i t V U ^’ t lB m0ut gJCC0S5ful * ^ud the most T"yi*v 

usted eivd officer in Bengal. e«d blasting all hi* hopes. 

ji aa P lnlll ^ na . his am bilious. lVo thing could exceed 

to ^rr LlCh /I 10 l0JUl I ’ nll!,LftiU ’ t9 v* toW showed 

ChrisL !? e ’ ‘ rVVber,r ™ te th « n °n‘Official 

(hmttanremdents of Patna, ■* the whole uf Patna wqa 

titnai ir V iP '7t^ *“ th& T,10ttel,t when tll « rebels rose at 
*Z P V ** WiflD *• «*■*■«« liiarduna- 

of 1 eer Ah UD d his accomplices had endanger*! not 

and ZT,‘ J,£yTbUt thfl vhDh F"*»* who opposed 
2 1C , ^ ? W6 °" ** *lw wise, fnrle J 

hindjy lA T Whfdl ***** US lljen ? U5li who ^ 

£n<Uy and considerately threw open bishop io receive the 

1,19 P°P ulflee the hour of the greatest peril ? With 

and f T“ ftaSWBt U y Qtl i n!l[I "ere it not tor you 

and Xenl^' ' XerlloIiS - wllietl 5°'i Many an anxious day 

ritr t ni ? - v • Bdmr wDQ,d « th -*«*■ '~ 

• scene of onarahy and L>on/nsioo. ,, + 

En r™™”" ' a'SJ I^'^l l,? p r ' r'f' ^' n '““"■'-ns U'ttar* 

■>&£££;- tar,.„,« 

^ *■” refl<tct " 1 th« rf HBrfBwlFng ^ fur 
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Subsequent 
goudnct uE 
Ha Hi day. 


Tt was not, however, to be expected that public opinion 
wontci induce Halliday to admit that lio had been in thn 
Throng. He hud already uiiarcpreaenrpd the purport of tire 
withdrawal order lo the Govern or-General and Council, who, 
on garbled and one aided evidence, were led to record u 
censure upon Tinier * In o Blue Book which be published 
upon the case, ho slip pressed a mass of important corre¬ 
spondence which won Id have helped to placo tSie facts in 
tbeir true light, Liratlyp in’a minntu which he despatched 
to the Directors in 1^58, to explain his reasons for dismiss¬ 
ing Tayler, ho suppceased two letters written on the 8th of 
Junt\ 1 . 857 , in which Taylor hud given him full information 
of the danger to which Patna was exposed from the intended 
mutiny of the Ditmpore sepoys, end another written by him- 
self in reply, in which be had declared in the fane of this 
information that Patna was in no danger, and that the mutiny 
of the Bra spore sepoys was inconcembl^t By this con- 


iasuilift the withdrawal urdcr r anil praising Mon*y for the way in whkh be 
Bail acted upon In If the wttlftr pr>r«I rowan] Lr-e mu TaykfV part, it itm 
co^milly oE to run away From hie n&tion n* precfphaUdy 

n + las did. if the danger to whidi Money waa waii bd great an 

tri JustsfT him in running away without his trtaarnjit, thfc Hinlenee of that 
danger fundahed an UJifcua warn Vie proof of the wisdom , F Ta vler'a order 
For tba boned! of anyone who wishes to inveati^ate iinlK|n!ndontly the 
qoratiatt (rf the withdrawal order,, 1 gm the following reference a: Vmrrt- 
*pow£w',fr-. ppr 1 N-^i, l‘l*r-ub. I"r4, Ido. llifl-B, lflg-9; Tnfhtfa JiA 
pp, 4, », S-1D [ and hin ItepLy to Halliday's Minnie* up, FU-5, I may monthfii 
that lb* majority of the di&Erkt oUiciii la B indudisLiy MaD* neU r whom Holiday 
would liardly liave aeensed of n efw anile u, ^ere grateful I&\.' the order, The 
bF Hallhlay h a ar.inimem'; weh that there bed been m* iinmndiat© pTCiba- 
hitity cl an oEUek upon Gyii 48d 31 Qacdfttiporai H© forgot that it had beeti 
probable that the ntifcaek would tqk“ plnw as eariy aa ike apparently 
imminent fall of Arab would Thu whole question lice in a nuL■she'.L 

Ti Eyru hiid foiled r^be t a AtllLi, even FalLidny ^ontd nut hare Tontdred c 
question the wildtilH ike order. And did Haindaiy f^nture to r^y th^S 
Taylor wouid havf been i inatitied in Btakln^ hie peopled Ijtp^ qod t'Hfl 
Got^p mment pri>|H^rtr on the bare ehaace, tia ii noamon, of Eyre's puocflfidjira ? 
Xo,— for he never attempted HorionBlj to with Tayier 3 aiiniBaLfnt-r 

* Ctimxpuwhn£t t 5 J c.,pp. t^-T ^ NmrntiW! of £ r^ni^pp. 400-18; Tnyli^'w 
Memorial, pp, 3U-5. 

f Tbcfo are pmT^ rdiwyea. Ti^ny wilt he ffiund fnlly Huli^taatiatod in 
Tnv'er e pampMc!;, Furri** /)p*c^£ihkftjp, m hie Reply 1 to Ilulliiliiy t JtEflltta, 
pp‘ 1*. 4L', CS-H. und hs hie ATi^onW, pp, 2H-H r Anyono ^bi- wtahn* fiM" 
riiirth^ jii'uiif rwfrd oaly compare the apeebj-l Blueftenjt already iiuatedi P cntiilad 
CorreipBHrffnct r ^'r_. with the jfo-rf, Among tins EnfctVni umitted Ernti 

the H|H b fiaL RUit* Iknk was i.jii- wrltte3k siO the 2HII| dJ ^Fny Lo Taylor lv 
Ha Hi day. in which ho 4Hd, ” Ah Mi;. C n a-, tl,. talBRntplj i» .tpm I mqtirut ydu 
will s^aad me n rlaily m«- ■ ■iL r i.-, I'rirf, jnrt to ai]^ well/tftl Iurthnrn.nlirta. 4 ' 

Jji iLeeerdanire with tb# iliBiitr tSnv- rKpirnTayler flent short d-eanl'iidlii-Laj 
and oHle-anl lett«P* ikd tvlegi'anw Sm home week*,' Abopt the yCth of demo he 
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ouidmeat of evidence ha obviously intended not only to 
prevent the sajcsure of his own want of statesmanship" but 
aibo to establish tile charge, width be line] brought against 
, J ?J withholding information from Government, a 
charge which the production of that evidence would have 
siio wn to be untrae. 

Though however, for the moment he had gained a trisitnni, 
condemned by overy hoaeat man i n India wiio tnew tL 
!L n . CtS of the case,* them was if X«n«i a in store for him. 

mie gate judgment between him and Lie victim, for a few 
y^rs the latter eould only submit with what patience he 
could command to the cruel injustice which he had angered. 

I he differences between himself and his G overmuent remained 
«S yet within the sphere of opinion. Inug llg n i nd , etJ l[]e 
Jjinapore mutiny, which He Hi day had pronounced “moon. 
T*5! ej , Lsd ELlken P !ttU0: I”* he could stilJ plausibly assert 
, i . " J ct was ttbsu:ril y ii» maintaining that there 

, 6Bn iaJ1 S er at Fftu,a : f * r had not Patent remained quieL 
; every other station was disturbed ? The very n er f ec . 

of layer's ad minis nation gqv 0 Halliduy a handle 
f lQSt him. But in ISG4 and lSfJS an extraordinary aeries 

of events occurred, which proved indisputably the sugaciiv 
Tayler and the blindness of Hal lid ay. In 1868 a Iron tier 

oliewti^ ,^1 "® l hl So write racial Jultets r?|jqTnrIv IJ® 

^eoetETa,® 1110 "f wJif 

t« MU* h Um£?, * hm ,”mn , *f U '? " S «■ 

,lut b * **»»*»* 

iHJjupLjtod w7vHf>v ,,, |- a **** TMtow ““““re* by wMeb HallSdav 

related thf iTS f° ht tJ "'tp after Tav!>r 

Peatjt3Biiaiifl*T afltrfc n r ■ ^ hud ^ ! ' ri wtewShlj rtaoriMl from Uh 

iUoiflraj him'tc, , no th.n^tn fh ’ 'ij? x ’l M *t-JhctQ i ebargon af-flijirf him, urittfjat 
judiS?b“ thi “1 *™ AllM tbrir PMkd, w,r, pro- 

Kv ihr, iJt that TavW^Art Wr ln tkB *“> " til] 

hiiurslf. they mviulttea 1 0t i B ^ owa ‘ I *1“ cppurtutij I; j ul dcEcniiltis: 

wrdEnJ at hr? / Jf * 1 'J» df-S" tnrt tv,, qqd tJ? 

vmrable ami ^[riTin-lj.pli' 3 .'^~ t ln j stTal11 ,n j HaHiiaj pnbliaLrd tits 

1 wo rrJuairtiro ^hih -is Jf' ° Ur * WB P“ rt {“ uf thow Jcapatclt Tiio 

[J?l3 ti. n-ftitiiiian on tb« elca thrift = , mt H . BUidi y “vemtly nviii). 

lySe to ncua it, ' ll4t 11 OOBtanafigm, until h was too 

McmrittL U^linJaytt Murnte, JVWralm! 0 / AVm.fa.iuuj TugrJart 

JnoDb. Sfr Arthttr Cotton. Uflumal 

SyH^r 3SS, %Y]Z| p'“: k ^ m ™£’ ar 

m wopitpcr^ pobUahrdl^,^; *»» “*I»h froia fadmn 
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welt broke out, which was jcr-e nem Ily eoruudcred the result of 
ii seem anti-Christian crusade preached by the Wahahees of 
Patna, Ad elaborate trial, held at Umballah in the follow¬ 
ing year, proved the justice of the suspicion : and three of 
the prisoners were son Danced to death. But this was not all 
Id IBrio the notorious Aimed-Oolhb, the child of the thr^e 
Wahab^es whom Tayler hftd arrested i a 1857 t was brought 
to trial at Patna on the same charge, end convicted. The 
arch-Lrai tor* wb irmrif ay I er's successo r. with Hftlliday*5 approval,, 
had called an innocent nod inoftensive 41 bookman. 1 ' against 
whom there was no cause of suspicionj and whom Halil day 
him self liad openly petted and made mu oh of wua sent to 
the Andaman Islands us w convicted felon.'* 

Now that at last ke hnd the evidence of bard facta io sup¬ 
port him, Tayltr drew up a memorial ou Lis ease, snd showed 
it to Sir Joint Lftwreuc€ p then Viceroy of India, who advised 
him to present it to the Home Government, without sub- 
mitring it to the Council at Calcutta, The meaning of this 
advice was obvious. For one of Hollidays closest friends, 
Sir "Williftiu Grey* was a member of the Council. Tayler 
accordingly wont home, and laid his memorial before Sir 
Stafford North cote, the Secretary fur India* Bonn afterwards 
*ir Stafford NorLhcote wrote ter him* warmly praising all Ida 
principal acts, hut regretting that be could not recommend 
him to the Queen for honours, m the ‘Viceroy. to whom be 
had referred* hud suggested two errors of judgment in his 
ud qj inistratinu p namely, withholding inJoramtian from Go¬ 
vernment, and issuing the withdrawal nrdcLt With tfro 
Banc Lion of Sir Stafford Northeota T who was just ah out to 
leave o Eli tie, Taylor submitted to Ms successor, the Duke of 
Argyll, an elaborate refutation of the suggested errors. But 
perhaps the olhciul duties of the new Secretary. or his philo- 
lOphinul labours were ton pressing to allow him to redress 
the wrongs of a persecuted man. Anyhow he made not the 
smallest uoe of Lhe memorial entrusted to bint. And, when 


* There l*gou4 U iKilIrvr \h*i he eoLuceU hiUUU ill Mb rnptmly 

liy rniiirivinj^ ihr |Uot to vtfoll Loi4 Ml a ri-dtitn, /art i? r Faf^fiO^i 

if. 8t *5 

t Ki'ply to Minulr, pp. 24* 1$, 
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Ills stiooesBor, Lord Salisbury, was appealed to, he replied 
t lit St bus impos.iible to re-open the case owing to the 
gr^t length of time which had elapsed." Then Tnvlnr 
submitted his case to another Secretary, Lord Crsmhro'ak, 
He Hugh i fairly hope that now justice would done 

him. For not only had the Court of Directors cordially 
firm sari him; not only hud the Press onanimonflly supported 
him ; not only hud two successive hie tori on h of the Indian 
Mutiny warmly eulogised his administration; not only hod u 
great company oi Indian officers and civilians declared to 
um their conviction time his resolute statesmanship had 
saved Behur; but two ox‘members uf Canning's CounciJ had 
written to him, in generous repentance, to retract tire censure 
which they had joined in passing upon him, and to add their 
testimony to the value of Lis services.* Yet even Lord 
Cranbrook was unmnTed. He could not, be said, " con¬ 
stitute himself a Court of Appeal from three of his prede¬ 
cessors, To crown ail, when Tnyiers supporters were 
preparing to bring his cose before Parliament, the memorial 
which he had submitted to the Duke of Argyll, and which 
would have exposed the dishonesty with which his antagonist 
had suppressed important evidence, wm found to have 
mysteriously disappeared from the India UfEcelf Thus, 
after twenty years of weary waiting, justice was denied, nay 
even invesrtigiitioD wjis refused + 

Hut William Toyler never knew when he was beaten. The 
tiinigglu is sdlJ undecided; and, in the eyes of the world, the 
combatants hold very different positions. The former 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal is now Sir Frederick Halli- 
day, Knight Commander of the Both and Member of the 
Council Df India, The funner Commissioner of Patna is 
11 gentleman, undccornted and unnoticed by his 

. iii eminent. But he is still the same man who overawed 
the Mahometan conspirators and protected the Christians of 


/ram S / r J '- 11 h " W 13 tn ’*■ foanJ k tJ W ^cfi'ofl t,f Often 
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Patna; be hns still iinsliftken confidence in British jo^tice; 
he still msm tains his honourable battle ; and, though victory 
seems id most hopeless, he still has a strong consolation of 
which no injustice call rob him. For be knows that lie 
saved Bengal. 
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BENARES AND ALLAHABAD. 

fri„E Canning, in the days that followed the outbreak at I9SL 
wa 6 preparing to strike the great blow at Delhi 
whiah, be behaved, would ineuintly paralyse the revolt, be 
could uoi bm fai anxious for the safety of the vast tract of 2R8 
conn try that Jay between (but city and Calcutta, for, while 
f ease masses of sepoys were crowded at the stations slang 
the Ganges and the Jumna, a single British regiment «Am 
Another tit Dinapore, which the irresolution of the Govern- 
meet eon damned to inaction, and a few invalided soldiers 
"ere the only force available to hold them in check. If tfu . 
aepoys had known bow to use their opportunity, they might 
have prevented the passage of the reinforcements destined to 
succour Cuwnpore and Lucknow: nay, they might bare 
swept down the valley of the Ganges, seized Allahabad, 

Benares, and 1 atim, aD d, gathering strength on their way 
till ibeir numbers had become irresistible, destroyed every 
trace of European civilisation, and massacred ever, European 

f lJle * 1,ftJ rcacIl,:J liontiere of Eastern Bengal. But 
during die three precious weeks that followed the l Oik of 
May, they remained absolutely passive. Perhaps, as has 
been suggested,* the outbreak at Meerut frustrated a carc- 
luliy matured plot for a simultaneous rising on the 8I.t 0 f 
i f 1 /® 1 thus disconcerted them. Perhaps they simp],, 
locked the sagacity or the resolution to strike in time. 
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The first important point on the fine of the Ganges 
beyond the Bengal frontier, was Her ares. The troops who 
were being conveyed up Abe river from Calcutta to grapple 
with mutiny and rebellion were in no mood to look out far 
the beauties of the scenery: but even rh-ir eriui thought? 
mu$t have been distracted for a m□ ment by die first sight of 
the Holy City. Mhuoilng past \i little promontory, the 
steamer cmered a broad crescent-sbELpt'd reach, which, spark¬ 
ling in the sunlight, washed the curved shore like a miniature 
buy, For two miles along the hit bank a succession of 
broad Eighth uf steps descended into the water; and upon 
the 1 *' swarmed multitudes of preachers* pilgrims, worshippers, 
loungers-, ami bathers clad in dresses of many colours. The 
mellow music of a hundred bell* resounded above the bum oi 
human voices. From the steps rosCj tier above tier, pagodas, 
mosques, round towers and arches covered vrub fantastic 
d .:■■-orations, long pillared nr cades, Indus traded terraces. noble 
mansion a with carved balconies* and gardens rich with the 
dark green foliage of tamarinds and banians; and high above 
the highest* perpetuating the humiliation which their founder 
had inflicted upon the idolatrous city, soared lie two stately 
minarets of the mosque of Aqrungzebo.* 

Alchough the dynasty of the persecuting Emperor had 
been humiliated in its turn, the Hindoos of the city were as 
ready as they had ever boon to resent the slightest rumour of 
jin insult against the sanctity of their religion. The induence 
of un army of priests made Benares as dangerous a strong' 
bold of frrnhniiiiiea] at Patna was of Mahometan fwiutid&K, 
Moreover, a rise in the price of com unfortunately occurred 
at tins very time to exasperate the habitual discontont of its 
inhabit arts ; and it was to be feared that the state prisoners 
of every nation who had been condemned tu puss their lives 
within its wells would ftpiici the first opportunity tn sow 
sedition against the English. While* therefore* the geo- 
graphical position of the city s Sts wealth, and the fact that it 
was the capital of a large division, caused general anxiety to 
be felt for its safety, it was- seen that no place was snore 
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Lxpt^d tu danger. The military force, which wag quartered 1S5J. 

thB , L ; n 'r m,inl - three ™1«* from the dtv inland ~ 

constated of mere bmdfal of English artillerymen and 

uZi?*T tte 3nh Infantry, the 

ljOudhinnah Sikhs, and the 13th Irregnhr Glairy.' The 

nndve rafantry were of e 0l i ra , dieted; but the Sikhs 

hoL IT\! 01 - est T h: rtmJ here ’ us d9e ^- ^ — 

hoped that the irregulars, bettor disciplined and officered 
I to the rest of the army, would remain true to their gait. 

, monp tile Eughsk offimnls there was fortunately a man f^ b h, 

T im bad an extraordinary power of dealing with Asiatics. ***■ 
This was the Judge, Frederic Gabbing. Entering upon hi, 
office etx years before, he had rapidly ***** an J SY ^ m 

of dram, ng and lighting the squalid streets, in spite of the 
prejudices of the priest-ridden inhabitan ts, who feared that his 
metres portended an attack opon their religion.* By thlTa 
WoMsjfaEy accomplishing what other officers had attempted 
!" Vmn ' l ' u ^.nshad established once for all snob „ dr,ad of 
bis power id the minds of the people that he was abb now to 
Attempt conciliatory measures which, coming from a weaker 
man, would have been attributed to fear. Noting the dis- 

evrrl lhe hl?h I3ric ° of provisions was arousing, he 

tbX' d t tD CODV,nflC tbe chants that it would be 

the, r m crest to avoid a riot by selling com at as low a rate as 

p si j e. He yucc^dccl so well that a n?duetion of flf L€fi|] per 

* mii'° r ''f ^(T * 1 bIttnry T "Cker, the Commissioner. Toekar 
' . “ ° ‘ <ilfferBnt atttni P- Eis strength by rather in 

passive fortiends than m aggressive activity. With u perver¬ 
sion of that reliance upon a Higher Power which supported the 

SEE t L b er ° eS .° f ‘ ijt Muti ^ h ’* —‘o tospect a want of 
*, in the active precautions which ordinary politico! wisdom 

utrTT ' 1° D ' her9,t h W ” ° nt iL t!lis that Havelock 
ofbred up bis prayers to the God of battles. But, if I uc ker 

Ss? ? t ?*> jid * ™ he did no, 

£ J relll 7 M ■***“»*. With a noble sdf-sacrilbe, 
m "Inch his eo]leagues cheerfully supported him, he sen, on 
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every detachment of British troops which the Government had 
■ i estdn jj-tl for the relief of Th?imres, to re-in force tlie garrison of 
Gawupore. Mor^var, he hoped that, by refusing ro avail 
himself of these succours, he would impress the people of 
Beuarcs with the belief that he felt confident in the sufficiency 
of his existing resources. And for a time indeed his hope 
Bcemed likely to he realised- For three weeks after the nows 
of tha outbreak at Meerut reached him, ho was able to report 
lb at all was quiet in bis Division, On the \ th of June, how- 
over* he learned that the sepoy regiment at Azimgtirb, sixiy 
miles to the north* bad mutinied, and that the civil officers of 
the station had confessed by their precipitate re treat that they 
were unable to uphold British authority,* But by this lime an 
officer had come to ins support whoknew that the Indian Mutiny 
could only be quelled by the most stem and ms taut action. 

Among those who arrived in Calcutta towards the end of 
Mat in answer to Canning's appeal, was Colonel James Neill 
of the 1 st Madras Fusiliers. Tn a military career of thirty 
Years, most of which had been spent in India* this officer hail 
given many proofs that he was a bom ruler of men. Serving 
r gainst Russia with the Anglo-Turkish Contingent, he had 
shown that it was possible to rough-hew savage Baehi- 
Bazonks into disciplined soldiers t; and the splendid regiment 
which bo now brought with him to Calcutta owed its efficiency 
to his devotion* Canning recognised him at once as a man 
for the crisis, and entrusted him with the work of securing 
Benurus and Allahabad, and relieving C awn pore. Indeed it 
required no subtle power of analysis to understand the nature 
of Colonel Neill* Tender and loving to those dear Lo him, 
merciful to the wetik, and ever ready to sacrifice bis own 
comfort for the well-being of his soldiers, he was a staunch 
friend, hut a terrible enemy* No respunribilitv could appal 
liinu No obstutile could stop him. No perplexities could 
dazzle the clear mental vision with which he instantly 
discerned [ho true bearings of every question oi immediate 
action. When, in bis quartets at Madras, ho beard of the 


* Purl Paprrt, tvl. xvfiL (1JS5D) p_ 2D : ™L ixx- (I&57), tm. 844-fi. 348, 
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firet beginnings of mutiny, and thought that God might call ISir. 
ttim to take his part in its suppression, b 0 startled a brother 
officer by saying thut he " felt fully equal to any extent of 
professional employment or responsibility which could ever 
devolve upon him." But, when hi4 friend looked up into liis 
eyes, and saw the quiet bni earnest expression of his stern 
face, he knew that there was no arrogance, but well-founded 
self-reliance in the words which he hat] heard.* 


i >rlleir tmt]l '™ s “goally proved even before Neill had left IIow ha dealt 
Calcutta. It was arranged that a detachment nf the Fusiliers * ho 
should proceed tip the Ganges by steamer, while Neill himself SffieiSat 
should follow with the rest by train. Arriving at the station pakllHa - 
aith a few of his men some minutes before the main body, 
which had been unavoidably detained, he was told by the 
station-master that the train was already lute. and would he 
started at once without waiting for the absentees ; and, when 
la» remonstrated. u crowd of other officials came up, and did 
their best to silence him. Hut he soon showed them what 
manner of man they had to deal with. Putting the station- 
muster, tho engineer, and the stoker under arrest, ho waited 
till all the Fusiliers hud arrived, and did not release his 
prisoners until he had seen every man safe in his place.f 
'Jlua single incident satisfied the Christiana whom Neill was 
hastening to succour. They knew that tho right man had 
come at lust. 


Un the 8rd ol June Neill arrived in Benares with a detach- Ee in-rims 
mem of his regiment. About sixty more, and u hundred and Et &snnr0a - 
fifty of the lOtfi from Diuupore had preceded him. On the 
lulhI*wing day the news of the Aaitngnrh mutiny arrived; and, Jnn* 4 
it was certain thut the sepoys at Benares would catch the 
inflection,^ Brigadier Punsonby. who commanded the station, Tbe cri*U. 
went to Neill a quarters, to consult him on the expediency of 
disarming Eh a 37th. Fifteen years before, I'ousonby had won 
his spurs iq the wonderful onslaught on Dost Mahomed’s 
cavalry at Punvau-dinrah. It is easier, however, to lead even 
a Balaclava charge than to quell u mutiny. Ponsouhy wished 
to put oil the business of disarming till the morrow. But 
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deluy was an abomination to Neill. Ha persuaded Fnnsonby 
that the thing ought to bo done that very evening. Accord- 
ingly Colonr-l Bpettiewrm Je r who commanded the 3 Tih „ pro¬ 
ceeded to turn out hia men* and ordered them tu lay down 
thdr arm a. They were quietly obeying when suddenly the 
European troops were seen coming on to the ground, nud a 
panic seized the whale regiment. Those who had laid down 
their muskets ran to take them up and, with the others, 

"began to fixe upon the British, Same men of the 10th fell: 
but the rest returned the fire; and the artillery, under 
CftplLiin William Olpterta, poured in a shower of grape among 
the mutineers. And now, els Fousouby, who had throughout 
been suffering grievously from the fierce heat of the huh, 
appeared to be losing oil power of mind and body, XdlJ 
went up to him and said, " General, f nssenae oouuheliii1. m 
A t tibia moment the Sikhs, wlm were advancing from behind 
to support the Europeans, were startled by the noise of firing 
in their rear. One of the Irregulars had fired at bis com¬ 
manding officer; and the Bikha, not disloyal in intention* but 
confused, and Apprehensive of treachery, rush 1 wildly against 
the artillerymen. Gtplierts hud hut just rime tu- wheel bis 
guns round* and fire. His swift action saved Betmrea; ihr 
the Sikhs, staggering under a fearful dischurge of grape, 
broke and fied after tbo 37th ; and Ndll, promptly pursuing 
them* completed the victory.* 

The din of buttle, resounding from the parade-ground, 
warned tbo Christian residents that mutiny hud broken out. 
Moat of tbs missionaries fled- A motley throng of civilians* 
women, and children took refuge on tho roof of the- Collector's 

" Kiv^ Lir** iff Indian Officer*, pp, 70 \ Puri Ihtp fcj> toI. kips, 
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uutcherry. Even after the Mutiny had been supptossed, 
danger was still to be apprehended from the townspeople and 
from the revengeful fury of a detriment of Sikhs. who had 
been placed as a guard over the Government treasure. That 
tine danger was averted was partly due to the active loyalty 
of a knot of influential natives. Foremost among these wits 
a Sikh sitdar, Sflomt H-ingli. who, during a long residence as 
a state prisoner in Benares* bad learned to appreciate the 
character of Gobbing, and now, accompanying, him to the 
tintaherry, which waa in danger of being burned hv the in- 
furiated Si kb 9 , not only quieted them by explaining that 
this attack on their comrades hud been unpremeditated but 
even won thorn over to it foyal discharge of thoir duties,^ 
.Sot lese faithful to Gnbbmg. were his Nazir** Pundit G-akooP 
ChuTicfi a rich Hindoo noble named Deoner&in Singh, and 
the titular Elijah of Benares himself, who all did good service 
in allaying the excitement of the populace, and rescuing 
Christiana from their fury* About two o'clock in the morning* 
the parly eh the eiiteherry waa removed under an escort: to 
the Mint, which was better fitted for defence. Huddling 
together on the roof, they fell asleep at last from sheer 
exhausting The firtit sight thut met their cyca whan they 
awoke was u row of gallowses, on which No ill was busily 
banging hutches oI motineers as fast as they were brought 
,D -f afterwards he received a message fn>m tho Govern- 

meot^ ordering him to hurry on to Allahabad. Instantly he 
telegraph eel back -— lA Cant move : wanted bore*” By the 
OlJi be was aide In report dial tb>: caatontiiems were safe,; 
f hu^ vrithiq J Sen art's itself order was to- established and 
Minin table A Tucker, who knew that he at least bad con¬ 
tributed no thing to this result* ascribed it to miracle ] but 
■iht: baffled rebels would have told ?uui that it was duo to 
lIio vigour nl Neill ami Gubbins, and the loyal co-operation 
of four iintLVfj gf uliens i L li . Anyhow. 110 miracle was vuneh- 
^ih>l iu it- - j. the country population quiet, l'h story of the 
slaughter at Bonarcs drove another detachment of the Sikhs 


A EiujLl U [tin 111 eiHphvviHl in u jiadiii i&l ■ ur! 
t riWai, 2Ej. 105;, p_ u. l ; oL L 

- ^V/. J\ijwr* r T.i -1 IIL (Ih'rTi p. *H'> 


lasr. 


June 5, 






224 


BENAHES AND ALLAH A HAD. 


[CHAP. YU. 


1837, 


Mntmy at 

Jaunp^Tt!- 
jIlhht' ‘hy in 
tuo djMtricta. 

Jntlfi a. 


Allafe&bad. 


ut Jauupofe to rebel on the following day, and s Limn lilted 
the villagers to fling off and trample tin tier foot every vestige 
of British authority. Then Tucker bestirred himself to mb 
Canning for leave to give hi a chief civil officers power pi life 
and death. The Go vi’Mior‘General* however, had already 
issued an order placing the 1 Pi vision of Benares under 
mar toil law# Idome of the officers used their power with 
indiscriminaEe ferocity# Lads who had Wn guilty ol nothing 
worse than waving rebel colours and heating tom-toms., were 
summarily eiectited. Gentlemen voktitcijrrf to serve jib 
hangmen, and gloried in the skill with which they disposed 
of their vie Lima, But mere ascend a ns H however severe, were 
not enough to restore British authority. Bands ol dacoits 
began to infest the eouutry ; and parties of dispersed sepoys 
continued to attack isolated posts. 

On the Oth nf June* Neill found himself abb to push on 
for Allahabad. Standing at the south-eastern print of the 
Doub h where the sparkling stream of the Jumna lose a itseU 
in the turbid waters of the Ganges, that city oomuaanded 
both the river and road comm uni cation between the upper 
and tower provinces of Northern India; while its grand, 
massive fort, slorod with nmmouittoii, and bristling with 
guns, offered an invaluable prize to the daring of the 
mutineers, Moreover its natural importance had of bite bEsu 
greatly increased by the aiiDO^adoo of Glide. to the son thorn 
frontier of which it served as a protection. Thus it is not 
too much to Hay that the safety of the entire North-West 
hung upon the preservation of Allahabad. Eltonboraugh 
and Charles Napier, recognising its importance, had always 
kept it strongly garrisoned by Europeans: hut their stic- 
ce&fiors had neglected itt; and, though On tram had warned 
Canning to provide- for its safety, there was not u single 
British soldier within it* walls it the outset qf iha Mu tiny-I 
Xt was not till the Ohrisliau inliabiiontH had been roused by 
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di« outbreak at Meerut to point out the defenceleasnttas of i$37. 
tlidr position tbat sixty invalid artillerymen were sent from 
Cbnufif to reinforce thorn.* The news which startled the 
English reaidents stirred np the latent disaffection of the 
discontented Mahometan population, many of whom were 
fallen noble a who cursed the Government which had brought 
them to the dust.f Here, as elsewhere, there were rum our a 
of treacherous designs of the Government against the 
religion of their subjects. Yet here too, as elsewhere, the 
native troops were trusted by their commanders, One 
regiment especially, the 6th Native Infantry, wa B the pride 
and delight of the colonel and his officers, who had ever 
shown an affectionate interest in all that concerned the 
welfare of their mem And now the men in their turn 
seemed eager to show them selves worthy of their officers. 

On the 13th of May the entire regiment volunteered to 
march against Delhi. Meanwhile the excitement of dir 
populace, though it became more intense after the ^reat 
Mahometan festival of the E*d, had not developed "into M,y a 
msum'djon. Yet all this time the chief civilians felt ill « 
ease; for they knew that the popnhice would rise at once if 
the sepoys should mutiny, and they could not regard die 
.epms with that confidence which old associations hud 
iti the hearts of the ofiiccra.f 

On the 1th of June the telegraph brought the news of the 
events that bad jnst passed at Benares. Feeling sure that 
the mutineers whom Neill had driven out of that station must 
he marching against Allahabad, the magistrate begged Colonel 
•Simpson of the fith to send a company of his regiment with 
two guns to guard the bridge by which the rebels would have 
tu emss die Ganges. Simpson consented, and at the same 
time detached a party of irregular cavalrr to defend the 
cantonments. The magistrate, who had never trusted the 
native troops, may have only advised the former measure us * 
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l> " 7 ' forlorn hops : but even now, with the story of the Benares 
mntiny before him, Simpson retained his faith in his own 
rogiinent. Xav two days later, ho paid no heed to a warning 
which be received Ironi a no n- com missioned ufficer of his 
regiment, tolling him that the news from Ben area ltu.it 
Juno it dangerously excited die men. At sunset oc that day be 
paraded the troops in order to read them a letter front the 
Govern or-Geneml, thanking the Oth for their offer to march 
against T)e]fii, The sepoys listened with apparent satis¬ 
faction. and cheered like British soldiers. More than ever 
convinced o| the loyalty of their model regiment, Situpsou 
and Lis officers rode oif the parade-ground to mess. Bat 
the men did not feel that their day's work was over. Ait 
order had just been issued for the removal of the guns 
stationed at the bridge to the fort, where they might he more 
needed ; and, when Lieutenant Hjtrward, the officer on duty, 
The nrati.tr was preparing to move them, the sepoys chosen to /urm their 
M43 ° rt dafian % asserted their resolve to take them to 
cantonments instead. Hnrwiud hastened to warn Lieu inn am 
Alexander of the Omde Irregulars to intercept the mutineers 
on their woy to cantonments. Alexander led out his men. 
As soon ns he saw his enemy, be called upon them to follow 
him and recover the guns: but only three rode to the attnek: 
the rest went over to the sepoys; and the gallant Alexander 
fell, shot through the heart. Then the sepoys ran with their 
new friends to the lines; and, when the deluded officer? 
hurried np to recall their men to obedience, they were 
answered by a volley of musketry, beneath which five fell. 
Among the other victims of the model regiment were seven 
young cadets, who had only just arrived from England. 
Right had now set in ; and the mutineers sallied out into the 
city, to seek new fields of crime. First they broke open the 

*» . ■ ftn ® ct llloae a 6"'“™ of miscreants to aid them in 
tbetr work. And now the magistrate's fears were realised. 

I he populace followed the example of the sepoys; and 
mutiny was merged in sedition. Every Christian who had 
not found refuge m the fort was murdered: every Christian 
home was plundered and burned: the timid Bengalee pilgrims 
who had come to worship at the famous shrine of the Pryag 
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lycre robhed and tbfftstened Ly the Muho Enemas, to whom M5T. 
they were scaroely less odious than the Christians them selves: 
the shops and the warehouses were rifled : the railway-works 
were destroyed : ihti teSegrapb wires were Lam flown ; and 
the locomotive engines, which tha ignorant rebels feared to 
approach, were bombarded. Worst of all, sixteen hundred 
bullock a, which the CoEUtuissiirinE had collected for the 
transport service of the column destined for the relief of 
Cawnpons, were driven off. Within a few hours the authority 
of the English in Allahabad was overthrown; and a green 
fla^p waving over the Katwallee, proclaimed the restored 
supremacy of Islam. 

But the fort still sheltered a few Europeans, and told the 
Mahometans that their authority was mot nrjiveraallv re- 
cognised. Yet even the fort must have fallen, if it had not 
heeti for the great qualities of an infantry captain who hod 
umce been a private soldier- The garrison consisted of the 
invalid artillerymen, about a hundred European valuiiteers, a 
company of lie sepoy regiment which had just mutinied, and 
ll detachment of Sikhs who had lately heard of the slaughter 
nf their countrymen at Benares. It seemed almost certain 
that the sepoys and the Sikhs would mow unite and turn upon 
their masters. In this extremity Captain Brasyer of the Bikha 
forced his men to support him in disarming the sepoys; 
while the artillerymen, port-fires in band, utoud at the guns, 
ready to deetruv the first man who disobeyed orders. The 
sepoys saw that they must give way, and, piling their arms 
at Hmayors order, trooped out of the fort to join their 
comrade a.* 

All night long ihe English, standing on tfis ramparts of 
the fort, were forced to listen to the yells of the bndmashes, 
who were making havoc of their possessions, and watch the 
Homes and lurid smoke ascending from their ruined homes, 

I^est day they were cheered by the arrival of a detachment Jims 7. 
of Fusilier^ whom NoilJ hod sent on in advance. Even with 
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this reinforcement, however, they were still too steak to n- 

’ hsTl tW aT,thtjrn > r the town. And now the example 
ol the townspeople was being followed by tlie people 0 f the 
surra tin ding country. The infection of mutiny imd rebellion 
travelled westward to the station of Futtehpore; uu d Hubert 
lacker, the judge, standing his ground alune after every other 
Luropenn had bed, refusing l0 purchase j ir „ by apostatising 
10 Mahometanism, was murdered on tlir roof of the enteberry 
After he bad himself alnin some fourteen of bis assailants 

. baH * ®f Lhe Jumna, indeed, a few influential 

iajsha found their interest in keeping the peopte submissive 
to British rule*: but the villagers on the eastern side of the 
Ganges, and the Brahmins and Mahometan knd-owmira of 
the Doab openly tiling off Lbe yoke. Tha 8tate of tLl ^ 

ranch the same as that which has been described as prevalent 
ID the districts round Agra and Meerut, and in Kohilonnd. 
L^-ery man did that which was right in his own eyes- Old 
grudges were avenged. Boundary marks were'removed, 
bich capitalists ware driven out of the estates which they 
lrad bought under the Sale Law. Yilhgen 
robbed each other and the Government. Internecine war 
mged. Meanwhile in Allahabad itself a Mahometan, who 
tu presented himself to the people as a prophet endowed 

7 wuL powers, was keeping dive the 

..wakened hatred of the English name. Even in the fort the 
demon of disorderw fls rampant. The Sikhs found abundant 
stores of wine, brandy, min, and beer in the cellars of the 
raerdmnts, and sold nil that they could not drink theraaofves 
• ic Europeans. iten supposed to ho on duty were to be 
teen staggering on the ramparts, bo drank that thev could 
nut bob] tbeir murimts. Many of the volunteers soon became 
us demoralised aHtbcSikhs, and joined them in plundering 
the Lon«* of moffenmve traders, and smashing their furniture. 

. Ut l . le rnffn of ftll!Uoh >’ was doomed. For NeiU was fust 
hurrying up from Benares : and on the 11th of June be entered 
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the fort with forty of his men. “Thunk God, Sir," suit! L he M57. 
sentry who admitted him, “ you ’ll gave ua vet." * 

Tba ^tryiTAs righL. “On osauming command," wrote Naiir 
Neil] a few day a later, “ I uf. once determined to drive the ""i I « sCar - 1 

t nrdar, 

enemy away, and open op some comuiuni cation with the 
country/’ Accordingly, on thu morning of the J&th, he 
bombarded the suburban village of Diu-augon}, expelled the 
tooh of insicrgents who occupied it, burned part of it to the 
ground, and won back the bridge, which the rebels bad seized, June u 
The Fusiliers were go exhausted by their rapid journey from 
Benares and the in tense heat that they could hardly wait: 
but the force of their passions sustained them ; and, with 
reckless ferocity, they destroyed every native whom they could 
catch. Keinforced on Lhe following day by a fresh dutaoh- it 
ioent, a bundled slri.'Ug E Neill resolved to put a atop to the 
disorder in the foru Directly after his arrival, he bad paraded 
the volunteers, and, severely reprimanding thorn for their 
disgraceful misconduct, had threatened to eject from the fori, 
i bo brat who shun Ed offend again. He now proceeded la 
huy up a|] the plundered Ihjuor, and dotitroyed the rest. He 
fnudd it less easy to dispose of the Sikhs, who had pushed 
entirely beyond the control of their officers: but Brasyer, 
wltG knew the ruling passion of his meu, with great tact 
persuaded them that* by taking up their quarters outside the 
Ibrt, they would he in a butter position for plundering the 
rebel zemindars. 

Now that order had boan restored within the fort, Neill 
bad a sees ire base for his operations! against the city and the 
sn[roundsog country. Causing the fort guns to open fire on 
the suburban villages, he sent out parlies of Fusiliers, Sikhs, Juan Jk 
nnd Irregular^ who swept over the country, and scatter ed 
rebels and mutineers iu all directions. A detachment of 
Fusiliers went up the river in a bteaioer, throwing shot right 
and lelt, and bring every village that they passed. A por¬ 
tion of the native town wels sot on lire; and volleys of grape 
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and canister were showered Into the in habitants, us they ran 
from the flames. Meanwhile an other detachment hud started 
from Benares to reopen the line of eommunicutloEp and was 
burning rebel villages* and hanging rebel zcFiiindiLrB ns it 
pursued its way, By the 18 l1i the districts were absolutely 
mastered- The work of retribution* however, was not over; 
and gome of those who took part in it, maddened by the 
utitragea which had ber-n inflicted upon their countrymen* 
recked little whom they slew, bo long as they could slay some¬ 
one, Volunteers anti Sikhs sallied oui of the forL into Uie 
streets, and slaughtered every native who crossed their path, 
A civilian boasted that a commission of which he was chief 
had hung eight or ten men a day, and wrote home a graphic 
account of the disgusting details of their execution** l he 
system of homing villages r right and poll tic when pursued 
with discrimination* was in many Instances fearfully abused* 
Old men who had done ns no harm* helpless women with 
sucking infants aL fchdt breasts* felt the weight of our ven¬ 
geance no less than the vilest rntdefactorB, and, as they 
wandered Forth from their blazing huts* they must have 
cursed us us bitterly as we cursed the tnurtkners of Gttwn- 
pore. But to the honour of Neill let it be recorded that lu 
him the infliction of punishment was not a delight, but an 
awful duty. “God grant," he wrote on the 37th, “1 iftfly 
have acted with justice, I know I have with severity* hut 
under all the circumstances I trust for forgiveness.”t On 
same day the magistrate returned to the Kotwullce* Not a 
linger was raised against him. In fact* Xeill had inspired 
the populace with such terror that a rumour arose that the 
English were going to bombard the city; and many of the 
citizens fled with their families into Urn country,! At no 
epoch of history has individual character achieved more 
extraordinary results than in the course of the Indian Mutiny. 

* Abundant proof ?E el!] that I hjivt said la t hr. inhuul Uio natnm of 
,>ht ropri.Ma.Is is to b* found in lotte-n to KngEtHq abd Ittdlmi jsi&wapmpera 
written hv mao ’■rho fl-’tml in or witnea***] ib 0 ao&hOH which they dfl&rritedf 
in the Pari, f^rj^ns, atid In the pa go a of Mnntgona-r^ Muftis. who davutad 
Rpodwl attention t4 thr Huiijnct, 
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By this Lime* however, toil and privation, in cedant exelto- 
uir-iil* bud find scanty food* uud intemperate drunk sue Lad 
(old upon the health of the British soldiers. On tha 18th 
cholera broke out among them* There were no means of 
in Ui gating its horrors, Punkahs and medicines were almost 
entirely wanting. Eight men were buried before raid eight, 
Twenty more died nest dny. The shrieks of the sufferers 
were- iso appalling that two Indies in a room over the hospital 
died of fright.* 

Still, the first of the great objects for which Neill Lad left 
Calcutta hud been gained- Within ct lew days ho had para¬ 
lysed the insurgent population of a crowded city and a 
wide district, and hud rebuilt the ^ha tiered fabric of British 
authority. He had done this while labouring under it 
physical weakness that would have prostrated many energetic 
men. Bat nothing could overcome the resolute heart of 
Neill. When he had armed in Allahabad* after a week of 
ceaseless activity nod anxiety at Ben tares* lie hud felt almost 
dying from complete exhaustion ; but " yet/ 1 he wrote to bis 
wife," I kept up heart/ 1 Unable to move, barely able to 
sustain consciotmuesa by taking repeated draughts of clmuj- 
pisgue tint] water* he had hud h imself curried into the batteries, 
iiEid there, lying on his buck, hod directed every operution.f 
And Duw he felt that Ins work was only begun* For he 
knew that Lucknow was oven than threatened by u mutinous 
soldiery, and that Cawnpore wns hard pressed by tha army of 
the Nana Sal si h. 
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CHAPTER VI!1, 

CAWFPOBK. 

Eveu since thonews of the seizure of Delhi had reached him. 
Canning had felt specially anxious, for the safety of Crnvnpore. 
That city wa@ the h Bad-quarters of a Division ; and, though 
its importance as a military station had been diminished by 
the annexation of the Punjaub, it wag still a position of con¬ 
siderable value. Four native regimenLs, the 2nd Cavalry, mid 
the 1st, SSrd t and 50th Infantry, were assembled within Its 
lines* Vet the entire British force consisted of only fifty-nine 
artillerymen and a few invalids belonging to the 32nd Qneeu‘> 
Regiment. To add to the difficulties of the position, the 
station was crowded by an unusually large noii-combnuint 
population. 

Cawnpore was situated forty-two miles south-west of Luck- 
now, on the southern bank of the Ganges. The native town, 
with it* dilapidated houses and narrow twisting streets swarming 
with busy traders and artisans and roving hudaiashes, lay 
about a mile from the river. Around it stretched a dull, 
sandy plain. South-east of the town, and separated from it 
by a canal, were the native linos, long rows of mud hovels, 
thatched with straw, Here, after morning parade, dusky 
warriors were to be seen loafing shout in groups and gossiping: 
while others, squatting on the ground in the cool linen 
drawers which they had put on after flinging off their tight 
uncomfortable uniforms, wore placidly eating their rice- 
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MoTing on, and skirting tlie north-eastern quarter of the 195 " 
twn, the traveller would have come to the theatre, near 
which, on rising ground, stood the assembly rooms and the 
(.hutch wuh its white tower souring above a clump of trees. 

Looking down the strip of country that lay between the river 
wul the town, and stretched for some miles beyond the latter, 
lie would have seen the cantonments, a long straggling lino of 
brick houses coated with while paint, each standing in its own 
compound, a sort of paddock some three or four acres in 
extent, shut in by mi untidy crumbling mound and ditch. 

I ho country was broken by ravines; and here and there 
among the bungalows native temples peeped out above 
clumps of trees. The treasury, the gaol, and the magazine 
stood near the further extremity of the line. Pinnaces with 
light taper masts, and unwieldy country boats, looking like 
floating hay‘Stacks, lay moored close to the lending steps on 
the snored river, and across the bridge of bouts which spanned 
itu brood Hood, travellers were continually passing on their 
wav to or from Lucknow.* 

Id the spring ct IBS'? the English residents were lending 
the ordinary life of an Anglo-Indian community. Morning 
rides, work in otifcehcrry or on parade, novel'reading, racquets, 
dinners, halls filled up the time. Pretty women lunglied and 
flirted, as they listened to the musia of the band in the cool 
of the evening, and talked perhapB of the delightful halls 
which the Nana had given in his palace up tits river, before 
he had started on that inexplicable tour. Suddenly the news 
of the great disasters at Meerut and Delhi arrived; and (he 
life of the little society was violently wrenched into a new 
ohqmieM 

The commander of the Division wus Gennrnl Sir Hugh sir Hush 
W heeler. When the Mutiny bruke out, it was generally V ' 1 " ,t ' let- 
believed that, whoever else might fail, he would be equal to 
the occasion ; for, though he was an old man, ho had not lost 
Ida bodily vigour or his activity of mind; he had proved 
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himself on lu.itiy Lard-fought fields tu be a bravo and d-Mer- 
tiiined soldier ; and hr? was known to be actjtuuDted with the 
character and to possess the confidence of the sepoys m nn 
especial decree.* And in one respect at least ho did stand out 
from the great mass of British officers, lie was not long 
beguiled by the pleasing fancy that ids men would remain 
faithful, though slLI around them should prove traitors. On 
the contrary, soon after he received tho news of the outbreak 
at Meerut, lie saw that his regiments, though they did not 
slacken in the performance of tbelr duty, wok becoming 
possessed by an insane fear of the monsirnus designs winch 
the prevalent fables ascribed to the English* and might 
sooner or later be driven by sheer panic to revolt. He 
therefore determined to lose no time in securing a place 
of refuge for those under his charge. The most natural 
position to select was tho magazine, a strung roomy building, 
which* being surrounded by boSst'pfDDf wdIIs, and protected 
on one aide by the river* was well fitted for defence* Wheeler 
decided against it* however* on the ground that, belon? 
occupying it, He? would be obliged to withdraw its sepoy 
guard* and thus Inevitably precipitate a rising. Moreover, 
though he feared that the native regiments would even¬ 
tually tnntiuy s he had good reason to believe that they 
would hasten at once to join their comrades at Delhi. 
Thinking then that he would only have to repel the possible 
attacks of a mob of undisciplined budmoaktrs until succour 
should reach him. he cun ten ted himself with throwing up a 
weak entrenchment close tu the native lines. If, however* he 
had waited for the Tuinfurccraeats which he waa soon tu 
receive, ho might have seized the magazine with small loss, 
perhaps with none at all; for numberless examples have 
shown that the sepoy always bows down before the man who 
has the courage to take the initiative against him- Ou the 
other hand* his apparently well-founded belief that, after the 
first outbreak of mutiny^ the sepoy a would hasten to Delhi 
us the focus of rebellion, instead of wailing to attack him, 
was a strong argument in favour of tbo course which I10 
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purMii-cL Not many Anglu-In'liiin gentnls would have 
shown more judgineut than this gallant veteran.* 

TiVliile making the?i! jirdpririitiortH for defence, lie applied BehjJdiicc- 
for reinforcements from Lucknow; and Henry Lawrence* “ wUil * h * 
though he himself hud no ■superfitiitv of Europeum troops, 
generously sent fifty man of lIie 3£ud and u half buttery of JL 
guns under Lieutenant Ashot Unhappily, nhont the tame 
time Wheeler stooped id court the good offices of another 
mid less trustworthy ally. The Government treasure at the 
suburb of Nevahgon] wiu> at the mercy of ll guard of sepoys 
whom he distrusted* but who, he felt sure, would resist any 
attempt to withdraw it fro eh their keeping. He therefore? 
resolved to ask the Nfiim to lend k body of his tatamens for /shrrVimiiv'r 
th>- protection of the treasury. In vain was he warned by ^ or 
Lawrence and Marlin Gubkina that it would be the height of sahib' ^ 
fully to put any trust in one whose recent movements had 
laid him open to such grave suspicion. He might, indeed, 
have retorted with some shuw of reason. For he hud been 
Jed to believe that it would be possible to win the cordial sup¬ 
port ml the Nana by offering to procure for Iileu that pens km 
which had been so long withheld. Besides* had not the Naim 
always Jived on the most friendly terms with, the English 
residents nt Cawnpore ? Had ha not invited British officers 
to his table, played billiards with them, chatted with them, 
smoked with them ? What reason then was there to regard 
him with suspicion ? Might it not even he judicious lo 
entrust the women of the garrison to has care? This lost 
idea was not carried out; but on the 22nd the treasury was 
placed under his protection.! 

On the flame day there was a general migration of non- Tha *gpcy 0 f 
combatants from the English ijuLirter to the entrenchment. BQ 5 P en4A 
TJko confusion and alarm which prevailed lunong tkem£ were 
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enough to suggest the idea of a mutiny tu men eu nuict to 
perceive and ao ready to take advantage of any sign of fear ae 
sepoys Imre always shown themselves to he. On the 23rd 
Wheeler telegraphed to Lawrence ''■ It is almost certain 

that the troops will rise to-night," When, however, the Eed 
had passed by without an outbreak, he began to feel thftf 
the danger was over, and, in the warmth of bi> gratitude, 
even repaid the generosity of Lawrence by sending on to him 
a portion of the reinforcements which he had received from 
Benares. Th f p danger was n ..t over. Them wan sore anxiety 
in the hearts ot the Christians. Ladies whose husbands were 
required to sleep in the lines, hardly dared to hope, ns they 
said good-bye to them at night, that they would ever see them 
again. The letters that were sent uff towards the end nf the 
month to catch the homeward mail went full of dart fore¬ 
bodings.* Outwardly the sepoys remained comparatively 
'jinEt; but they were secretly plotting among vhomuelvet, 
and intriguing through the medium of their leaders with the 
Nana. Nothing hut the procrastination of the infantry, who 
were less eager, or nt any rate less impetuous than the cavalry, 
tb.laved the crisis so Jong.t At lust, on the evening of tbs 
dth of June, it came. 

The cavalry rose first, and galloped to Newabgnnj. The 
1st Jo fan try soon hurried after them. Thru the two regimen*, 
making common cause with the Nana's retainers, burst open 
the gaol, destroyed the public offices, rifled ilie treasury, uud 
made themselves masters of the contents o| the nmgaame. 
In the midst of their revels, however, they wondered why 
they had not been joined by the other two infantry regiments. 
ILe sequel proved that the latter could have had no fixed 
purpose oi rising, it they were not actually loyal in intention. 
All through the night they remained quiet. Ac two o'clock 
m the morning they went on parade. When the parade was 
over, they were dismissed to their linos, and proceeded to 
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utiok their breakfasts. Soun a ftcrivamis meh&fcnLrers from the isor 
mutineers node up and urged them to cornu and take their 
part, in the division of the plunder. The 5foil yielded to the 
temptation. The hulk of the 53rd were still standing their 
gruimd when, with unhappy want of judgment, Wheeler 
ordered Ashe to open Ore upon them* Then uil broke and 
lied, except some eighty imm, who remained persistently 
faithful to their salt,* 

Menu while the tun Linders had sent a deputation of their 
officers to sound the intentions of the Narm. Introduced 
mto bis presence, the spokesmen addressed him in these 
W!..irds, “ Maharajah, n kingdom awaits yon if von join onr 
enterprise* hut death if yon side with our enemies." Ji What 
h:ive I to do with the British?” replied the Kwxni ; I am 
allegetbi r yours, The otBcers went on to ask him whether 

be would fond them to Delhi. He assented, and then, laving 
Ills hands upon ihp head of each,sworn that be wnuld oljriervo 
his promise. The delegates returned to tbeir comrnd&s; and 
nest morning the four regiments tnarched as farm Kullinn- Jwm-\ 
poro^ on the road to Delhi* Bill tbe idea of going tu Delhi 
was by irn means pleasing to the advisers of the Nana, 
t'liief among them was a crafty young Mahometan* named 
Azimoolkb, who had gone to London, as his agent, to lay Ida 
petition before tbe Court of Directory nod bad consoled him 
for its rejection wirk tbe tale that England had fallen ftotn 
her high place among the trillions of Europe. This man 
exerted id I his eloquence to dissuade his nmster from yielding 
In tba wishes of the sepoys The Nana was easily convinced, 

Uhy should be, a Brahmin, place himself under the orders of 
a Mahometan king? Why should he commit political suicide 
by going to a place where he would be lost among a crowd of 
great'. 1 r men ; Why should he not return to Cawnpore with 
Ida new allies, overpower that handful of Englishmen collected 
in tbeir miserable entrenchment* and establish, by the right of 
conquest, the claim an unjustly denied by tbeir detested 
Govurmnent ? There was no time to be lost* Biding with 
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? 9p f d t0 Kullianpoi^. lie urged the scpo VB to give up the 
ld /‘° f ^ «°<? held out to them high hope, 

° . glory and the plunder which they might acquire 1> V 

If 01 "* i ™ lb ’ Jim fu “ L ^ k tf >e English. The scpo™ 
listened, n„d wore persuaded, At sunrise on the flth the 

whole brigade was marching down the Delhi mad towards 
/uwnpore, Enrlv ,n the m °nimg Wheeler received a letter 
. the Nana, Warning him to expect an attack. The news 
™ !" dL ' ed * Cruel ‘I'^PPointmeut to nil his people. They 
hud been spared the horrors which accompanied mutiny at si, 
many other stations; they had been allowed to hope that they 
would soon be relieve*, sod ho J'ree, acme perhaps to do good 
wrrnce again H t the enemies of their country, others to refuin 
, 1 Jnriids. to watt in some secure abode tor the restoration 
of peace, or to return to their own land. And now their 
hopes wre shattered. Not all, however. There, within those 
miserable defences, they could still Lcht themselves to B 
manner worthy of their motherland. Sadlv then, but reso¬ 
lutely they waned for the threatened attack. For a time 
there was no sign 0 f j ty tt3qii flg; for the rebels were busy 
gorging themselves with the plunder uf the city, insult™', 
respectable natives, and murdering the stray Europeans who 

. . 7* pi,t ^ mSBWw “ nder protection. But 

7^ tCn °’ Clock **»“ —t rising here and there 

above the nearest quarter of the city: presently the crack of 
musketry »ia heard, and now again more plainly; armed men 
were descried hurrying confusedly over the canal bridge- 
nearer and nearer they came, and now they were pouring into 

toJlTe “ Pll !° fBm0 ^ WOSe; « round shot enme shing 
into the entrenchment - the garrison were swift to answer the 

e.iallenge; the bugle sounded; the defenders fell in at their 
appomted posts ; and the cries of terrified women and startled 
PlnMrcu, mingling with the roar of the contending artillery 
proclaimed that the siege of Cawupore had begun.* 

It was indeed a tragic moment in the world's history - for 
tiever^ncewnrs begnu, had a Woged garrison been 'called 

Ffs M&.T.1IM3SSI24^aa&^? Sf, 
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upon Ed do or to suffer greater things than were appointed 
tor tire garrison of Cuwnpofi.-, Tho besieging army numbered 
hurur- three thousand trained soldiers. well fud r well lodged, 
well armed, tmd supplied with all muni Lion a of war. aided by 
the retainers of their nawIy-elecU-rl chief, and supported by 
the svmp a t b i eg of a large portion of the civil population* 

I The libsicg-Jil were Few in number, muL had to contend against 

I almost every disadvantage that could conceivably have been 
arrayed against them, Besides a few civilians find a snmlS 
band of faithful sepoys* they con IlI only inns ter about Four 
hundred English lighting men, more than seventy of wham 
wore invalids,* Wholly insnilicrieut in itself, ibis email force 
was encumbered by the charge af a helpless throng ol women 
and children. Combatants and noil’COHibatonts alike experi¬ 
enced now For the first time the unmitigated fierceness of n 
tropical summer^ Mon who* with every appEiance ni Land 
lor counteracting ihe depressing offsets of the climate, bud 
been wont to regard a morning parade at that season of the 
year as a hardship, had now to fight all day beneath the 
scorching rays of an Indian summer sun, Women who bad 
felt it an intolerable grievance to have to pass the long 
summer days in Insurious rooms artificially cooled* with 
delicious iced drinks tu Blake their thirst, and excising novels 
to distract their thoughts, were now huddled together, with¬ 
out the most ordinary comforts, in two stilling barracks, 
which offered the only shelter to be fonnd witlxin the pre- 
cinctiof the entrenchment. In comparison with the entrench- 
inent itself, the defences of Londonderry, winch uppe^cd so 
contemptible Id Lewis's lion tenants, might have been 


* Slisj^SErd ifiveE tbs foilawinji sSatsmoni of tin* nambora: 
Eurviniim eu Idier s , , 

XuSive Umimiiai (lialou^inij to native rtjjfiinctrfa) 
Oioonj, ubunt 

NcrfhUiriitftiy* atoHi „ . , T + 

Lriffil natira nad ref my** Akut 

Seminta, about T „ 

Wamaa and children, about , , + 
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called formidable, Jt wag in fact merely a weak mad iff dll, 
all oat four feet in height, and eon stra pied of earth so dry 
and friable a* to he unable to resist the shock even of a 
ballet. Perhaps eve a the heroe* of the Gawnpore gum bod 
might have despaired of defending so frail a barrier against 
the overwhelming numbers of their enemy, if the)' bad had 
lq Ernst to it uluue. There wa? p however, ono dement of 
strength in their position. Close Lo the son them comer of 
the entrench men I lay n row of barracks, two of which they 
had contrived to occupy* One of these, known aa No. % 
barrack* they regarded as the key of their position,* Vet even 
this advantage was not wholly their own; for the enemy took 
care to avail themselves of the cover which the unoccupied 
buildlogs offered* Such were the desperate odds against which 
the doomed garrison now steeled their hearts to contends 
From the moment when the crash of that first shot gave 
the signal, the struggle was maintained* almost without a 
pause, by day and nighLj Day and night the enemy hurled 
it continuous shower of abot* and shell* and bullets into tbei 
entrenchment: day and night the defenders, with ever 
lessened numbers, sent bock a feebler discharge. Soldiers, 
civilians, and loyal sepoys stood side by side ; and, while the 
artillery men replied* as best they could, to the crushing fire 
of die Nana's heavy batteries, the infantry, emit man with a 
pik of loaded muskets before him, astonished the rebels by 
the swiftness and ncooracy of their tire. Meanwhile the 
barracks* compassed about by a swtitui of enemies, were 
defended with desperate tenacity by a handful of men, who 
had as stem a battle to maintain and tus heavy a load of 
weariness to endure as their comrades in the trenches* though, 
more fortunate than those, they were spared the agony oJ 
l>eholdmg the sufferings of their women and child run. Dav 

and night all fought on alike; for there was no rest for anv 
but those to whom the sleep of death was vouchsafed ; or, 
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if dl man sank down exhausted under the heel of bis gun or 
the slialter of the wall, ba was soon roused by the noise of 
musketry h and awake from dreams of borne or of corning 
relief to a biotin-death within the entrenchment of Cawn- 
pore. The number of those who thus awoke grew smaller 
day after day. Within the first week fifty-nine artillerymen, 
nil that the garrison could muster, were killed or wounded 
at their posts. Women as well os men fell victims to the 
enemy's fire, A private was walking with bis wife, when a 
single bullet killed him, broke both her arms, and wounded 
an in fan t whom she was currying . An o fh cet was ta Iki ng with 
tt comrade at the main-guard, when a musket-ball a truck him i 
Lindj as be was limping painfully towards the barracks to have 
bis wound dressed, Lieutenant Mowbray ■ Thomson of the 5dth, 
who was gup porting him, was struck also ; and both fell help- 
Ic&rI y to the ground. Presently, as Thomson lay woefully sick af 
his wound, another officer on me up to condole with him ; and 
be too received a wound from which be died before the end 
of the siege. Young Godfrey Wheeler, a son of the General, 
was lying wounded in one of tbs barracks, when a round abot 
crashed through the walla of the room, and carried off his 
head in the sight of his mother and sisters* Little children, 
straggling outside the wall, were deliberately shot down** 

The record of those horrors is only a page tom from a volume 
of tragedy* Yet not a murmur was beard. The acutest 
sufferings wero patiently* and by some even cheerfully endured. 

The siege had barely lasted a week when an event occurred Jane II- 
which the garrison had long regarded ua inevitable* mid 
winch warned them to prepare for sufferings far heavier than 
any they had yet. endured. A red-hot shut a truck the 
thatched roof of quo of the barracks, within which the 
women and children, the sink and wounded were lying; and 
in a few minutes the entire building was enveloped in flames* 

Then ensued the moat awful, you for some who took part 
in it, the mast glorious scene of this dreadful siege — the Are 
illuminating the darkness of Lite night; the helpless sufferers 
within the burning building mingling their shrieks for help 


* Life of Sir U. Zatfrauf, p, ESQ j: Mu *Lray»TJiotn*DEi. PP- ^ 1, M, 
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with the eeoscleas boom of the artillery and the aontinaona 
swift roar of the llmnes i the soldiers running from their pont::-, 
and, though gin about by two deadly peril?, on the one 
aide the infernal fire from [he enemy 'h batteries lihJ musketry, 
on [lie other Lhe downward crash of glowing masses of 
masonry and hunting rafters, yet yLdvmg to extinguish the 
flames., and rescuing their friends from an agonising death ; 
while, outside the entrenchment, the unrelenting rebels* 
taking lull ad vantage of the distraction of the garrison, 
worked their guns with feverish energy, us though they Imped, 
with the ai l oi'the cuufiiigraLion,, nc one stroke to complete 
the ruin of their victims.. When the flames had subsided, 
the men nf [he 3£nd, regardless* nf the fire which their enemies 
continued to direct against them* began diligently tu rake the 
ashes io search of their lost medals** It was a bright example 
of the romantic sensibility qf the British soldier. 

During the earlier days of the siege the enemy, conscious 
of their moral Inferiority to the men whom tht v had driven 
to bay, and retying on the strength of their artillery, cui^ 
tented themselves mainly with the safe process nf bombard¬ 
ment : but un the 13th of June, thinking perhaps that they 
had by this time broken the spirit of their opponents, they 
mustered courage to attempt a general assault on the British 
position. They could sea their handful of victims within; 
they had but to make one resolnto charge, and in a few 
minutes they might have home down every man by she 
crushing weight of their numbers. At tirst they moved 
confidently forward ; but they uuuld not nerve themselves tu 
face the stern resistance which they encountered; and soon 
tbs survivors, terrified by the sight of their falling comrades, 
turned and fletf They knew that they had failed, and con¬ 
fessed their failure by returning to their old tactics. 

The most trying period of the siege had now begun, Thera 
was ho little food left that the daily ration of each person had 
to be reduced to a handful of flour and a handful nf split 
psas. II the cnctny ware afraid to assault, their firing w,as 
ns incossemt as ever. Round shot plumped and bounded over 
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the open ground, hurled down mosses of timber from the 
remaining barrack, and soil bricks dying in fill directions: 
bullets paltered like hail against the walla, and broke die 
windows to atoms. The garrison were far Leas able to reply 
than they bad been at Lhe beginning; for one of their gum 
bad lost its muzzle, two bad had choir sides battered in, and 
a fourth had bean knocked oft" its carriage. While fresh 
hosts of rebeta and mutineers were daily b wanning up to 
swell the ranks of their enemies h their own numbers wore 
greatly diminished. Some were struck down by the sun, or 
wasted by fever; others pined away from exposure, from 
hunger, or from thirst ■ others went mad under the burden of 
their sufferings. More wretched still was the fate of the 
wounded; for the lire bad destroyed the surgical instruments 
and the medical stores; and death, which came too filuwly* 
was their only healer. But moat to bo pitied of all were 
those women who still survived. The destruction of the bur- 
rack bad robbed them even of the wretched shelter which they 
had Lad before: and now their only resting-place was ihe 
hard earth, their only protection the crumbling mud wall 
beneath which they lay. They were begrimed with dirt: 
tlicur dresses were in rag^; their cheeks were pinched and 
haggard, and their brows ploughed with furrows. There 
were some even who, while stunned by horrid sounds, and 
sickened by foul or ghastly sights, had to auHbr the pains of 
labour, and gave birth to in funis for whose future they con hi 
not dare to hope. A skilful pun might describe the acuteness 
of their bodily sufferings ; hut who can imagine the intensity 
of their mental tortures ? They lucked the grim consolation 
of fighting an unyielding battle against desperate odds, which 
may even thou have sustained the heart of the soldier. Yet 
they never despaired. They gave the artillerymen their 
Blockings For grapc-csses; they handed round ammunition to 
die infantry; and they cheered all alike by their nncom- 
plaining spirit and their tender gracious kindness. The return 
which the men made fat their devotion was the moat accept¬ 
able service that they could have performed. They saw 
little children around theta dying of thirst ;; ctud they resolved 
to relieve them. There was only one well within the entrench- 
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L&5T meat; and* to reach it, they had to pass over the moat 
exposed part of the position, Bnt they could not bear to 
hear liie children's piteous cries; aod s at Lho cost of many 
heroic lives, the labour of Invo was performed** 

About the middle of the siege the grici Irony of fortune 
sent a solitary stran ger to rob force the enfeebled garrison. 
The men were standing, as usual, at their posts, when they 
were amazed to see an English offices galloping towards the 
entrenchment, and presently leaping over the barrier which 
had defied every attach of the enemy, IL was a young lieu¬ 
tenant of the ixh Cavalry, named Bolton, who bad been sent 
out on district duty from Lucknow, and who, turned adrift 
by the mutiny of lain men, was fain to share even the desperate 
fortunes of the garrison of Cawnpore.t Mis was the only aid 
that Wheeler ever received. He had urgently written to 
Lawrence for help ; and sometimes the men, hearing a sound 
of distant cannon tiding, brightened np for a moment in the 
hope that relief was coming; but presently the old look of 
Jon* iCr care would sisal back again over their faces.£ At last a letter 
camcj which Lawrence had written with a breaking heart, 
saying that it was impossible for him to spare a detachment 
iroin the weak force which was all be bad for the protection 
of his owe people. The garrison received the news with 
manly resignation. Captain Moore of Lhe 32nd, a man to 
whom common eon soot has assigned fcho firsL jdace among 
Jiulc IS. tbs defenders of Cuwnpore, wrote, in tbs n ame of hi a chief 
and of his comrades, that, since no help could be sdTurded 
them, it was the fixed resolution of all to hold the position 
to the iftfit-l From the beginning be had cheered on the 
men by hia hopeful face and gallant cxample T and consoled 
the women by Ms courteous tender sympathy j be bad 
illuminated even the glorious record of the 32nd by his sur¬ 
passing valour; and now, when hope bad ulJ but vanished, bo 
was still, though enfeebled by a wound, the life and soul of 
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Lhe defence. Under him fought the survive of a bund of 
officers, each ono of whom waG a hero* besides those private 
soldiers whoj though their uniutfl find no mention here, tire 
not forgotten by the army, or by the people of England. 

Not less brave tbao they, though by profession n man of 
peace, was M Queried* the eh ap tain* whom all loved for his 
constancy and self-denial, and who, going from post to poet, 
spoke words of hope and consolation* which were all the more 
eolemn and impressive because none of those who beard them 
could tell whether ho would be spared to listen to another 
service. No wonder shut the hosts of the enemy could not 
pie vail against men like these. No wonder that when, on 
the £8rd of June* they canto on, fortified by solemn oath.s ? and 
stimulated by malignant hatred, to attempt another assault, 
they were hurled hack* as before, in ignominious rout. But 
the end was not far ofL Two more attempts were made to 
obtain relief. On the £4th a Eurasian soldier left the 
entrenchment in disguise, hoping to procure reinforcements 
from Allah ah ad* but returned unaocccsafnL On the same 
day ft commissariat official named Shepherd! went out* dis¬ 
guised as a native cook* but waH soon taken prisoner* Next 
day a woman come into the entrenchment* with a letter from 
the Nana, offering n safe passage to Allahabad to every 
member of the garrison who had not been ,f connected with 
the acts of Lord Dalbonsie." Tha niier was vehemently 
resisted by the younger officers, who could not bear the 
thought of surrendering the position which bat) been bo nobly 
defended ; and even Wheal or, suspicious of the Nanas ein- 
eerily, was inclined to return a refusal! until Moore, whose 
jealousy for the honour of his country and of his profession 
could not he questioned., pointed out that, as succour could 
not possibly arrive in time* tin hononfahle capitulation held 
out the only chance of saving the lives of the women and 
children. An ajinislice was accordingly arranged. An hour 
after dusk Lire Nana gathered together in his lent five or six 
of his advisers, and arranged with them a plan the execution 
of which will he presently described. Next morning the jam 
representatives of the besieged imd of the besiegers met to tUh fapitu- 
discoss terms of surrender* It was proposed that the garrison kt3iJIL 
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should give up their position, Lbtir guns, and their treasure ; 

Kiid that in return tliev should be allowed to inurcb out with 

* 

their arms and a certain proportion of ammunition, and he 
provided with boats and provisions for tie voyage to Allah- 
abed. One hitch occurred- The Nana required that the 
position should be evacuated that night. Wheeler replied dial 
he could not possibly march out until the lot I owing morning. 
Then the Nana threatened to retie* the bombardment, and. 
boasted that in a few days he would put everyone of the 
garrison to death. ITe was told in reply that: be might fulfil 
hie threats if he could, hut that there was enough powder 
still left in the magazine tu blow him and the two armies 
together into the air + The bare suggestion was enough to 
bring him to his senses. The treaty was forthwith signed : 
the guns were delivered over to the enemy ; acid the garrison 
lay down for their lust Bleep within the entrenchment of 
Oawnpore** 

Early in the morning they marched out, and looked for the 
last time on that battered and crumbling wall uf nifty, which 
they had defended for nearly three weeks against the assault e 
of an enemy ten limes as numerous as themselves. Some of 
them may have felt n vague foreboding of coming danger; 
for ft was whispered that one of the delegates, who Lad gone 
to see whether the boats were ready, had overheard the sepoys 
pronounce the ominous word " massacre." But even the most 
an k iosis must have ventured to loot forward to a time when 1 
sitting over dm fireside in llieir English homes, they would 
tell to awe-struck listeners the story of die great siege* liven 
now some were found to sympathise with thetu in what they 
had done and suffered. Ae the wan and raggEd column filed 
along the road, the women and children in bullock-carriages 
or on elephants* Lhe wounded in palanquins, the fighting men 
on foot, sepoys came clustering up round the officers whom 
they had betrayed, and Lbilked d in wonder and admiration* uf 
the surpassing heroism of the defence- About three-quarters 
of a mile from the entrenchment a ravine, spanned by a 
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wooden bridge with white rni3s+ ran, at right angles to the 
road, towards the river. Arriving at the bridge, the pro¬ 
cess! on turned aside* and began to til read its way down the 
ravine.. Anil now- the blanks of the Gauge? were close hl 
band. The unwieldy boats* with their thatched roofs* worn 
snen drawn op close to the waters Edge;; and a great crowd 
of natives of every cTusa was waiting to look on at the 
embarkation. There were some too whu had not come merely 
to look on. More than a thousand infantry sepoys and 
several squadrons of cavalry were posted behind cover on the 
banks ; and Tim da Topee, a favoured counsellor of the Nairn* 
who was destined to pluv a conspicuous part Sn the rebellion, 
was there to execute his master's orders for the management 
of the embarkation. 

What those orders were, presently appeared. I'hu&e iroops 
had not come to servo as a guard of honour. They had come 
lo be the* instruments for executing that plan which dm Nana 
had devised, Nu mud wall ^separated them now from the 
men and the women who had defied them. Their numbers 
and their artillery qiusl surely be irresi&lihlo now- Now them* 
fore was the moment to take the time-honoured vengeance of ti 
besieging army upon an obstinate garrison. Hardly bad the 
embarkation begin], when a bugle sounded- Immediately 
afterwards a bast of sepoys* leaping up from behind die boshes 
and the houses oo either bank, Iilied their muskets to their 
shoulders i and a hail of bullet? fell upon the dense erowd.oi 
passcng^rSi as they were clambering on bonrd. Cannon 
roared out, and grape-shot raked the boats from stem to stern. 
Almost at the same instant the thatched roofs, which had 
been purposely strewed beforehand with glowing cinders* 
hurst into tfame, Then the sick and the wounded* who had 
survived the destruction of the barrack and the horrors of the 
rriege* were suffocated or burned to death. The able-bodied 
men sprang overboard* and strove with might and main to 
push off the boats into deep water: but all save one stuck 
fast, Ashe, and Bolton* and Moore were shot down as they 
stood in die water* Women and children bent down under 
the aides of the boats, trying to escape the bullets- borne 
ten or twelve men &wam for dear liie niter the flouting boat; 
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but oue a ouu yank exhausted: others, struck by grape nr 
btlHetB, gasped, and bent the bloody surf, mA turned over 
dead; nnd three ouly reached the beat. Now ibe troopers 
rode with drawn sabres into the river, and slashed the 
cowering woman to death. Little infanta were dragged from 
their mother's arcus, and torn to pieces. Suddenly, bo waver, 
b messenger crime from the Nana r saying that no more 
women ut children were to be put to death. The slaughter 
therefore ceased ; and the trembling aanri?or& J ft hundred and 
twenty-five in number, their clothes drenched* and tom, and 
mud-stainad* ami dripping with blood, were dragged back to 
Gawd pore . 4 

Meanwhile the army of murderers at the river-side bad 
still work to do ; tor it was the Nanas will that every Christian 
man should he destroyed. The boat, that had been floated 
into in id-stream alone escaped. Vet even its occupants soon 
found lhaL Lheir Bufferings had only begun. Ihvy bad do 
oars, no rudder, and no food. The water of the Ganges was 
all that passed their lips save prayers* and shrieks* and 
groans.t Their numbers were rapidly diminished ; for their 
enemies crowded along the batiks, and fired upon them 
whenever an opportunity arose ; and, though soon after noon 
they drifted beyond the reach of the guns, the sepoys still 
'kept up with them, and harassed them by repeated volleys 
of musketry. It seemed to their jaded imaginations that 
that dreadful day would never come to m end. Lute iu the 
afternoon the boat stuck fast on a yund-bank ; and p before 
they succeeded iu forcing it off, darkness bad come on, Aa 
the night dragged slowly by* they stranded again and again; 
and every Lime the men hud to get out of the boat, and push 
it off into the stream. Bay broke ; and, seeing no sepoy&j 
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they began la hope Lb&t claey were to he left unmolested. 

Eut iibotiL iwo o'clock rim boat again got aground; and Lhu jum 
rebels presently appearing, opened iird find killed or wounded 
five more. All the afternoon min fell in torrents* At e±ull- 
set a bout way seen bearing down in pursuit with fifty or 
sixlv armed iron on board* But the pursuers did not yet 
know the full measures of their opponents* courage. With out 
waiting to be attacked, some twenty of our men leaped out uf 
their boiu h fell upon the enemy, whose boat had aJao run 
aground, and put nearly every man of them Lo the sword. 
Utterly worn out, the fugitives fell asleep. A hurricane 
trosc in the night. and trace more the boat floated : but, when Jinm 
day broke, those who were still alive thought Unit the end 
was come at last; for they had drifted into a side-currant of 
the main stream, and they saw a body of sepoys, supported by 
a multitude of vilingers, landing on the bant, ready to over¬ 
whelm tilem. But ibere were still eleven British soldiers and 
a sergeant in the boat, who, though ured almost to dentil, 
and nearly starved, were as keen as ever to he lad against 
the enemy : there were still two officers to cheer Lhem on 3 
Mowbray/Thomsou of the 5fsth, and Dehifosse of the 53rd, who 
bud covered themselves with glory in the siege; there was 
still a commander, Major Vjhart of the 2nd Cavalry, to send 
them forth, though be was too sorely wounded Lu lead them 
to victory. Leaping ashore, these men charged right Lbiougb 
the dense masses of the enemy T and* before the awe and 
astoni aliment which their courage had inspired could subside, 
fought their way hack tu ibo piece where they had landed* But 
the boat had drifted far away. They ran down the bunk to 
overtake it; buL they never saw it ngain. The enemy were 
fast closing in upon them; and, weary and panting as they 
were, ihey had 10 run bare-fooEed on and on over tbs rugged 
bank, and trader the burning &uu. At I&&E they saw a Hindoo 
temple a little distance ahead. To this stronghold they 
rushed, and prepared to make their Inst fUnud. The sergeant 
was shot as he was entering* Four of the privates crouched 
down, by Mow bray-Thumaoifa command, in the doorway ; 
and on their bayonets the foremob i of the enemy t hurrying 
up in the blind eagerness of pursuit* perished miserably. 
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Thoss behind, unable to force their way jo, tried to set the 
LemI'li? on fire, and, when the wind blew the flames away, 
threw bags of powder upon the glowing ashes* Then the 
thirteen re shed over the blazing wood, jumped down* and, 
bring a last volley, hurled themselves with fixed bayonets into 
the tumultuous crowd which surrounded them. Sis fell; but 
the rest, gaining the bank, threw their muskets into tin 1 water, 
plunged in themselves, and swam for their lives. The swarm 
of blacks run yelling down the bank, and fired volley utter 
volley at the bobbing heads. Two of the seven were soon 
struck, and sank* A third, too tired to ha it In for Ida life, 
made for the shore, and was beaten to death ns soon as he 
landed. The remaining four, Mowbray-Thomson., Delafosse, 
and privates Murphy and Sullivan, after swimming without 
a moments pause for six miles, found rest at last within the 
house of a friendly rajah of Glide.* These men Lad passed 
triumphantly through an ordeal as terrible as any that ever 
tested human courage uud endurance \ yet to none of them 
was awarded that prize of valour which is the dearest ubjeut 
of the British soldier's ambition.- But many who have worn 
the Victoria Cross upon Lheir breasts might have envied the 
surviving defunders of Cawnporo the honourable scars which 
were their in efface able decoration. 

The whole of the story of C awn pore has not yet been 
told. After drifting beyond the reaoh of Mowbray -Thomson 
ami his companions^ the boat was overtaken by the enemy; 
and its defenceless crew of eighty souls, wounded men, and 
women., and children* were brought back to the city. There, 
by the orders of the Xatia, the men were pul to death ; aud 
the w r omeu and children were confined in a building called 
the Saved It House, along with the hundred and twenty-live 
whom, three days before, ho had rescued, for hie own pur¬ 
poses* from the hands of the destroyer. 

Then the conqueror prepared to reap the fruits of his 
victory. Be turning to his palace at Bit hoar* he caused him¬ 
self to be proclaimed Peishwa with all the rites and cere¬ 
monies of an hereditary ruler. But the noise of the salute 
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which was fired Id honour of his accession had scarcely 1 ^ 7 , 
died awav before the troubles of a usurper began to crowd Jaijri 
Upon him. The tradesmen, groaning under the rapacity and 
insolent cruelty of the mutineer^ execrated him as the 
author of their sufferings. It was rumoured that a Mahome¬ 
tan rival was to be set up against him ; and the sepoys were 
angrily complaining of tho niggardliness with which he had 
rewarded their Berrioea. Their leaders swore that, if he did 
not soon show him self in their midst, they would go and 
fetch him ; and on the 5th of July they actually put their 
threat into execution. After a week of Insurious seclusion, 
here-entered the city. There he found a deep gloom prevail¬ 
ing: many of the in habitants had abandoned their homes* 
and fled; for it was rumoured that an avenging army w6s 
advandngn by forced marches d kom the south-east, mid hua^g- 1 ! 
aug every native who crossed its- path. It was clearly 
necessary that he should do something to show that he waft 
indeed the successor of Bajee Rao, He therefore called 
upon his lieutenants to go out and attack the approaching 
force, and tried to restore Lbc confidence of his subjects 
hy proclaiming that everywhere the tnfldeJb had been over¬ 
whelmed. and had been sent to holt.* 

Meanwhile, the number of his own victims had been in- 
crcfl&ed. The unhappy fugitives from Firitehgurlj p + uncon¬ 
scious of the worse fate that was in store for them* had 
come to seek an asylum in Cnwnpnre, Those who had left 
FiUtehgurh in June, had been butchered by order of the Nana Jtuu iz 
immediately after their arrival Of those who followed, all 
the men but three were murdered in his presence. The Jnl^ti. 
asylum that be appointed for lbe survivors was a small house 
called the Beebeegurh, to which he had lately transferred the Tt* 
captives of the Suvudu. In this new prison, which had be- hrurhr 
longed to a poor Eurasian clerk, five men aud two hundred 
and six women and children were confined. Saw that they were 
no longer exposed to the fire of the enemy, these poor cap- 


* Tr^vaSyan. pp, 306—0, 311-111$ Ninukrlaiifidi pqk ssii, tadil; £kp&- 
toliafi i, p. fifi. Tba proctHmal^ris are ttv to fotitvd in tllti Efi*h*mTfP Secref 
Letter* from India . and in JZbj 2 > tpL ii*, App. pp. 670-6. 
t See. pp, 142. 145. anpmi 
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fcives were worse off now than they had been iu LJjt. entrench- 
ment o f Tr w is ports ! ■ r t h e fo i t □ f Fu Ltehgurb. Fug li.sh ] a da es, 
the wives af the defenders and die rulers of British ludiii, were 
forced, like slaves, to grind corn for the murderer of their 
hush nods. The? themselves were fed cm a scant v allowance 
of the conrsesr food. Th one ■were happies t am ong them w 1 1 o 
perished from the diseases which this food engendered. All 
this lime the Nana Mm self, in u sumptuous building, wMch 
overlooked their prison, war living in a round of feasts, and 
revels* not! debauch onus, But uo the 15th of July, in t ho 
midst; of his unholy mirth T up alarming announcement cutne 
upon him. That avenging army of whose coming lie hail 
heard wa=5 within a day's murch of the eitv; imd the force 
which he had sent out to check its advance hud suffered a 
cm piling defeat.* 

Then ensued the lust act of the tragedy of Cnwnporo* It 
wus pointed out to the Nana that* if he were again defeated, 
the captives in the Beebeegrirb would eupplv the English 
General with damning evidence against alt who had taken 
part, in the massacres : that, on the other hand, if rhoy were 
pul out of the wny t the General would fed that there was 
nothing ta he gained by con tinning his march. The Nana 
eagerly accepted the hint. First of all, the five men who hud 
been suffered to live lliub fur were brought out, and killed 
in his presence. Thun a number of sepoys were selected, 
and told to go and shoot the women and children through 
the windows of the house. They went; but they could not 
harden their hearts to obey the rest of their instructions. 
They belonged to Lhat regiment which hud murdered the hoy 
ensigns at Allahabad ; but they were nut prepared to murder 
women mi children. They contented themselves therefore 
with tiring at the ceiling instead- But such eileminaie sensi¬ 
bility was disgusting to the Nana. At Mg bidding, than, 
two Mahometan butchers, a Velaitee, and two Hindoos, armed 
with long knives, went into the house, and hacked their 
via time to pieces* All through the night the bodies lay 
neglected in the room ; unrl moans were ditiLinedy heard pro- 
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ceeding from it by those without- Next mom ini' ft beep of 
corpses, n heap of wounded, and ft number of children who July 
hnd escaped the knives of the assassins were dragged out, 
and thrown, the living and the dead together, into a welt 
hard by * 

r fh(f fiery lrial was over at last. It is hard for even the 
most sympathetic imagination actually to realise, not merely 
to helieve tho fact that English men, and women, nnd 
children, did indeed puss through that trial not five-and- 
tweuty years ago.f But all was now past. Forgetting the 
agonising siege, the horrid earn age at the river-side, the 
hitter imprisonment, the pitiless massacre, they slept ill 
the well of Cawnpnre us calmly as we shall sleep, il snob 
ba our lot, beneath the green English turf- Only lor their 
destroyer all was not over. He had had his revenge, and 
won Ills triumph* He Lad ordered salutes to bo tired in 
honour of Lis glorious victory. He hail caused himself to 
he proclaimed Foi&lnva. But the voice of tho blood which 
lie hnd shed waft crying out. not in vain, to God for ven¬ 
geance- The murderer who had shut his ears to the piteous 
cries of lender women and innocent children, was soon to 
hear, on tho open buttle-11 eld, the appalling shout of the 
British soldier, and the roar of Havelock's guns. 


* /Ji .'fi on^- pp. 8, &B, WT-I4; ywinkchunil, p. IIT 
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It will be remeT^b^red tlint, jjaist hdbro the unnounccmont of 
[lie rising at Meerut reached him, Canning was anxiously 
can si during the sign i flea noe of a mutiny which had IoluIv 
occurred nt Lucknow. [c was natural then that, after 
lie received that nnooimcement, he should feel seriously 
alarmed for the safety of the province of which Lucknow 
whs the capital, In common, however, with every English* 
man in Indie, he drew comfort from the reflection that 
Henry Lawrence was its Chief Commissioner. 

Henry Lawrence began his Indian career as a lieutenant in 
the Bengal Artillery : but, like many other ambitions subal¬ 
terns, he soon found his way into the wider arena of civil 
employment. The happiest years of his life ware spent in 
the comradeship of a wife whose character must he known 
and honoured Ly all who would know and honour his, With 
her to share his sympathise and his aspirations, he laboured 
ou year after year in different districts and at different occu¬ 
pations. but always with a single-minded desire to promote 
the welfare of the people among whom hie lot was cast, and 
to do his part towards realising his high ideal of the duties 
of tiie imperial race. In these? labours, as well as in the 
formation of hi* opinions regarding the problems of Anglo. 
Indian life, he allowed himself to be g aided by sentiment as 
much as by reason; for his temperament was emotional, 
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imaginative, and actively responsive id poetical influences. 
But that which gave its special diameter to bia benevolent 
toil was the passionate religious enthusiiim which inspired ic- 
He was continually indamed with u fervent desire to grow 
better every day. His religion was the religion of a plain 
Christian num, knowing untiling of doctrinal subtleties, but 
salving his simple doubts by a living faith in Gad. It was 
in the strength of this faith that he laboured' to subdue his 
roughness of manner bis violent temper, bis impatience of 
11 incompetent authority, bis morbid sensitiveness to real or 
Janaied slights, and trained and chastened almost to saintly 
perfection the many noble qualities with which his nature had 
been endowed. But no mere enumeration of virtues would give 
a just idea of tbs strength and the beauty of his character* To 
understand it aright* the reader must follow him through the 
toils, the Triumphs. and the disappointments of Iris life Tie 
must picture him as u school-hoy, ever ready to acknowledge 
bis faults, ever ready to stand up fur the weak, and to do 
battle, when called upon, with the strong. He must fallow 
him an bis first campaign, and see him cheering on bis 
gunners, and sharing their hardships, Hi s must accompany 
him on his surveying expeditious tlrough the jungle*, and 
note the thoroughness with which tie does bis work. He mnst 
watch him striving to bring the blessing* of civilisalion into 
the Purgsufe ami Eubosiring, not in vain, to inspire that liLtle 
knot of diadplea who owed T everything to hi in with hia lofty 
e Deceptions of duty. He must listen to hi in pleading the 
cause nf the fallen 8irdurs with bis colle agues is I Lahore, Hu 
must read his loving letters to hia wife and children, and not 
shut bis eyes to bis cold and querulous letters to Dalhousfe 
He must ibink of him ns be knelt with bis wife at hia bed- 
Hide, pouring out Ids whole soul in prayer to God on behalf of 
the brother who bad been preferred to hinij and the people 
whose destinies had been removed from Sus control.* He 
must think of him when, a few years later, lie bad lost the 
helpmeet of his life, and was nerving himself again by prayer 
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tQ on dim; to the end of Ms pilgrimage. From that moment, 
though he could not wholly banish ilia bitterness of disap¬ 
pointed ambition, though he could never hnpE to butisli the 
wuae n( Jesoktion, the moat glorinu* epoch of his life began. 
He w ft0 dead to the ivorid ticw, though he never ceased jn 
work for it.. Thus, when we behold him in (he last scene Q f 
lilts lil\ we iei:l Unit ti Christian hem imli-nj stand* before 113 . 
He wus only fifty years old when he came to Lucknow ■ hsit he 
looked an old man : for bis bore the traces of many years 
oi toil beneath an Indian asm and the still deeper marks of 
a never-ending conflict with sell'. Bis eves, overboil- bv 
massive craggy brows, looked out with on espressipu iii 
wblch ™lanalioly was strangely blended with humour r bis 
tbm wasted cheeks wsaw scored down their whole length by 
deep lines; and a long ragged heard added to his look of 
11 gc. \el the raw AJdmeombu cadet was easily recognisable 
iu the matured sddler-sUtlfiaman. The characteristics that 
the In ends of his manhood so lovingly noted, hod been aLrnri'dy 
marked even in his boyhood; nor had he ever lost tlusc 
peculiar of temper which bad been &o familiar tn his 
schoolfellows. Day by day, however, bis character was 
becoming more and more ripe. He was still the feadwa 
champion of the oppressed, the stem reprover of evil-doors; 
but be waa mom gentle and more forgiving than he had ones 
been. His humility waa mo h that he would Lavs said of 
bun self m the words of the t mi tat ion, "Oh, that l had agent 
but one day m this world thoroughly well": hut few have 
goin. nearer to the luliilment of that fondsimontsif greet 1 ut of 
l ho mas a Kcmpls, “ That leaving nil a man forsake himself 
find go wholly from himself, mid retain nothing of self-love," 

It was Indeed the deep sympathy of Henry Lawrence’s 
nature, Ina immense love for his Mow men that fitted him so 
peculiarly for the work he was now doing, others mi-ht 
have been better qualified than he for the stern duty n f 
gtnpp ing with fully developed rebellion; hut it is probable 
Uiat no other Englishman in India could have succeeded so 
thoroughly in the preliminary task of heeling the great mass 
oi discontent that prevailed in Oude before the outbreak of 
rebellion, and thus laying a solid IbundoEion, So to & puak, 
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upon which to erect ft fortress aapahlo of resisting the in¬ 
evitable shock. He had Jodo this not merely by devising 
CDMtUatory measures, but also by impressing the chief 
sufferers with the belief that Ijp personally felt for their 
suffering?* C *I have struck up n friendship/' lie wrote to 
Cunning ff with two of the best and wealthiest of the chiefs 
ood qtd on good terms with all." * These words give ft hotter 
idea of the see re L of his success than the most detailed 
account of the acts of his government could give. The 
sepoys, on the other hand, were, he feared, too deeply infected 
with the taint of disloyalty to he reached by any cure. For 
him persoiiftlly indeed they felt the deepest respect*4 They 
believed that he had their welfare at heart- But they did 
nut believe the same ul the Government which he served, A 
Brahmin jemadar of the Dude artillery, who hud been recom¬ 
mended to him m a man of remarkable intelligence and good 
ohnrncter, told him that he was convinced that for teu years 
past the Government bad beeQ plotting the fraudulent eou- 
version of all the natives. Lawrence tried to reason with 
him, but in vain. The man obstinately maintained his uwn 
opinion, and supported it with the words, “ 1 tell you what, 
everybody Still Lawrence woe hopeful enough to 

believe that it might he possible to do something to eradicate 
even a widespread and deep-rooted delusion like this. Accord¬ 
ingly he summoned tin; native officers arid about fifty privates 
from each native regiment to meet him at a great Durbar to 
be held in his private garden. The Durbar was Used for the 
12th of May, The sepoys arrived at the appointed hour. 
The officers seated themselves upon the chairs which had 
been provided for them ; whila the men clustered about in 
groups behind. At sunset the Chief Commissioner himself 
appeared, attended by the principal military he d civil officers 
and some of the inilucrvud natives of Lucknow. He looked 
indeed like one who would speak straight home to the lu nrts 
of Ids hearers ] for upon his face were stamped the uninss- 
takeuble sdgus of a ch lls toned enthusiasm, a holy sincerity, rind 

• ZJfc o/ Si r H, Jj.*67l. 
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BB » u -eml>™cin* charity. Then, while every eve was beat 
upon him, and every ear was a trained to hear him, | )e stood 
up to address a lust appeal to the good sense and the loyalty 
of the representatives of the native army. He asked them 
to contrast the tyranny anti the persecution of the Mogul 
Ktuperora at Delhi and of the Hindoo raters at Lahore with 
the beneficence and tha tolerance of the British Government. 
He urged them not to listen to ties lying tales of interested 
agitators. He reminded them of the proved ability of his 
countrymen to punish those who resisted their just authority. 

iunUy, lie beEs&ugbt them Lti remember that they vtate 
soldiers, decorated, like himself, for honourable sorrow against 
the enemies of England, mil adjured them to refrain from 
tarnishing the glorious record of the Bengal army. : Then 
oBlIing to his side uerfoiq natives who had lately given prac- 
licnJ proofs of their fidelity, he presented them'with dresses 
of honour and purses of money, and held them up ns an 
example to their comrades. It seemed chat his words would 
bear good fruit. Kuching could Lave been more becoming 
than the conduct of his bearers. Most of the officers 
zealously declared their attachment to the Government. But 
not long afterwards it wns ascertained that they hud attributed 
the whole proceeding to fear or themselveB.t 

Tt was 0I1 the day after the holding of the Durbar thru 
the fact oi the outbreak at Meerut was Telegraphed to 
Lawrence. On the l4th lie received the further news of the 
seizure of l leHii.J Guhbinti, however, was the flnst to discern 
how the calamity might a fleet the condition of Lucknow. 
Oe foresaw, what no one else lmd as yet thought of,§ that 
the Beridrticy. the must important positron in the city/would 
probably sooner or Inter he attacked, To enable the reader 
i° TOaereland the defensive measures which he suggested 
and the various military operations which followed, it will 
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be necessary to give a short description of the city Mid _ 

environs* 

] n population, in Isa:tent, and in the nutuber nod character Lucknaw* 
of its principal bull dings Lucknow was one of the foremost 
cities ol India* Tha town itself, a vast maze of long, narrow, 
filthv streets, above the moan squalid houses of which rose 
here and them mansions surrounded by trees, lay to the south 
of the river G nonuse, and was separated from it by an 
i ire gill nr spnoe crowd ed by a col lection oi spleudid palaces 
nnd mosqui'B, many of which ware destined to become fumons 
in the history of the Muuny. Chief among these were the 
Fumed finish, the Chuttnr Munzil, the Shah Nujeof, the 
Secnnder Bagb t the Tam Kothee, the Emambtirra, tbs Begum 
Kotheo, and the Kaiser Bugh. The Residency, an imposing 
three-storied building, with its roof unrounded by an Italian 
balustrade, stood on a hill eloping gently towards the river, 

Xear the Residency the river wafl spanned by an iron bridge, 
and a few hundred yards further np by one of stone* The 
sou thorn and eastern portions of Lbe city were bounded by a 
canal T which entered the river* and was itself crewed by the 
road leading to C awn pore* Beyond the right bank oi this 
canal were scarred a number of posts* alt oT which were, in 
a nulitarv sent^, important— the Alnmbflgtoj a large garden 
surrounded bv n wall, on the Cawnpore road, about two miles 
from LutiknoWp .be Charbagh, an enclosure commanding the 
junction of the flame road with the canal* the Diltoosha, a 
palace standing in a park not far south of the point where 
the canal flowed into the river T and the Martini to college* 
quite close to th it point. Suck were the prominent features 
of Lucknow It was from the roof of the Residency that its 
surpassing beauty* was best discerned. Standing there on a 
el oar suiruner evening, one might have seen the distant chaos 
of the vast city .gradually taking shape in narrow streets and 
twisting lanes, imd nearer still in cupolas, colmnns, terraced 
roofs, gilded domes, and slender minarets, which, flooded in 
the yellow glow, rose in picturesque confusion above the rich 

* woj-ilw *htmi apply to the dtftftflfl at the Lutknvw t tttrti, 
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k*hngi(j of the surrounding groves and gardens; while nn the 
ngM stood the Luge frowning pile nf the Mnchse BWun ; 
and behind, tie Gtiamtee, recalling snmu irfinijiul English 
Mm, meandered through the fertile pJdn, and p ftat the 

.r-jght eom-fidda, themnngo-topes, and the scattered hnmlsts 
of trim CjFirdeD of Tit f\\ m, ^ 

The existing arrangement of the garrison was strikingly 
defective. The native regiments were stationed in various 
quarters within the city itself anti un either side of the river- 

a 5f d f 0ot - tbe European regiment, was 
massed m a Imraet just outside the city and a boot a mib 
“ d a half to the east of the .Residency, Time, if the sepoys 

*?T £ ma ^' *W have plenty of time to murder 

the.r officers before the British troops code! come to the rescue. 
Even tins Regency, surrounded though it was bv Govern- 
mem buildings, offices, cud bungalows, was at the nierev of 
a native guard. To remedy this obvious defect, Gubkins 
vehemently urged upon his chief the necessity of mori^ up 
n party of European troops for its protection. But, though 
Lawrence I,ad Jong felt that he must sooner or Inter make an 
tmproved disposition of the temp*, he oppo*^ tbe suggestion* 
of Gnbbins. on the ground that they might l mv , thv 
of prempitaiing a mutiny. It was the JL theory that 
deluded oir Hugh Wheeler, the same theory flat was pm into 
practice so often and with sud, disastrous results i n the 
summer of lmi. As, however, the chief military authorities 
agreed iu supporting Gubkina a views, Lawrence gave wav 
Lut oven tbun he would have allowed iwA dava'to da,u e 
before bringing up the European troops, if Lbbins had Zl 
routed bin, to instant action by pointing U that th,. sight 
of the preparations which were being made at the Residency 
fur their reception might inflame the sepoys to rise if they ' 
wero not m sternly overawed. The women, children, ^ 
invid,ds belong,ng to the SSducl were likewise brought up [u 
ho BesHlsncy. The romnining portion of the 33nd was Lt 
to keep watch.over th a native regiments aHIuriuon, a canton- 
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meDt situated on the north side of the river, about three - 

miles from the Residency. At the some time the Muchee 
Bfcdwnn was occupied by « detachment of Europeans and 
jjdp&d fr&pOT&- # 

It is probable that the conflict of opinion which had nnsen 
between Lawrence and Gnbbine suggested to the former the 
reflection that it would be impossible for him to carry out 
the measures which he might think most conducive to the 
interests of the State, so long as his authority whs confined 
to civil mult era. Anyhow, on the I tSLh, he telegraphed to 
the Governor-General, “ Give me plenary militnry power in 
Oude ■ I will not use it unnecessarily.'' Soon afterwards he 
received the following reply:—''* You have full military 
powers. The Governor-General will support you in every¬ 
thing that you think necessary." Armed with this authority. May id. 
he assumed command of the troops iu Oude, with tho rank of 
B rigadi i?r-G CD f?rEil a + 

Of the three military posts which had been brought under I^Ra^cy 
effective control he Imd already selected the Residency and jiaohoe 
the Mnotice Bbowun as strongholds to be fortified iu view B |r ™“ 
or au attack, It was, however, afterwards suggested to him Jem* A 
that, if ho were forced to sustain a siege, if might he hotter 
10 abandon tho Muchee Bhownn, and concentrate all the 
Europeans within the Residency.: There was a good reason 
for the suggestion. The Muchee Bhowun, though it had 
ouue been a place of great strength, had been differed to fall 
into such decay that it was doubtful whether it could he 
made strong enough to resist a cannonade. As, on the 
other hand, it was believed by the natives to be almost 
impregnable, a naelul moral effect might obviously be pro¬ 
duced by maintaining tho sbow of preparing it for defence. 

Moreover Lawrence hirosell clung for a long Lime to the 
hope of being able actually to defend it.f He therefore 
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caused supplies to he stored within it, took measures for 
strengthening: its wells, and mounted upon its ramparts all 
the effective artillery that could |h> spared, as well as n vast 
collection of native cannon, which, if they were not likely to 
do much harm to n besieging army, would at least create an 
impression of strength. He also stored guns, ammunition, 
and supplies of every kind within the Residency, and, though 
with ranch compunction of hturc, began to clear away the 
surrounding houses, which might have afforded cover tn a 
besieging army* W hen, however, his advisers urged hi m tn 
destroy the adjoining mosques as well, he replied w ith charac¬ 
teristic tenderness for native feeling, “ Spare the hoJv places." 

While these preparations were going on, there were 
many signs that the bud mashes of Lucknow were ripe for 
sedition. Papers, in which the Mahometans were culled 
upon to rise and destroy the Feringhees, were constantly 
posted up in the town. English ladies who were still bold 
enough to drive or walk through the streets wore often 
greeted by defiant scowls. Skill, the worst symptoms that 
could be discerned indicated nothing like general disaffection. 
Thunks to Lawrences benevolent exertions, many of the 
influential native residents had become actively loyal : the 
moneyed classes were naturally interested in the’maintenance 
of order; and, with the exception of the irreeoncileahle reli¬ 
gious malcontents and the sufferers whose grievances it had 
hem impossible to redress, the hulk of the population were 
it not positively well-disposed, at least not actively hostile 
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The sepoy a, however, were still restless and esc it Able, rbe - 

un mis take able symptom of coustwitly KcoiriDg hr*.^ rio.ui 

that they were bent on mischief; and Lawrence avowed tbaL 

ho would gladly rid himself of two of the regiments if be 

could* The news from other stations waa not such as to 

cheer him. On the night of the 23rd of May ft telegram Tdtagr« 

from Cawnporc announced that u mutiny was momentarily Cswnpare. 

expected there. As it was feared that the infection would 

communicate iteslf to Lacknuw, the ladies were warned to 

mke refnge at once within the Residency and the surrounding 

houses.-]- Yet throughout, the worst period of suspense the 

most desponding trusted in Lawrence s judgment, tiud leaned 

upon his strong and tender support. Worn as he was by 

bodily suffering, bowed down by the burden of his rasper.si- 

bill ties, harassed by the criticisms of those who dissented from Lamas* 

his policy, he frvrgot himself in his efforts to allay the 

anxieties and to encourage the hopes oi all around him. 

Though clouds of melancholy often passed over him, there 
were moments even then when his manner and conversa¬ 
tion were lighted up by the fascinating vivacity of an Irish 
gentleman. He insisted upon hie staff dining at his owu 
table; he tried to promote gaiety and cheerful conversation 
among the other guests whom he from time to time gathered 
round him ; ho busied himself in providing for the personal 
comfort of Lbosc who had been obliged to leave their 
pleasant homes for the inhospitable protection of the Resi¬ 
dency and he laboured night and day to hasten the comple¬ 
tion of the preparations which ho had devised ior the security 
of all lus people. Towards Lhc end of May, however, a daring 
plan was suggested to him, the adoption of which would 
probably have ot once destroyed one of the most fruitful 
sources of hie anxieties. The author of this plan was 
Martin Glib bine, 

Guhbina waft one of the most remarkable characters whose 
powers tlie opportunities of the Mutiny revealed. He was n 
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(nun ol immense personal courage, vehement form of wii], 
<md thorough kindness of heart* Ho wus liable, indeed, to 
bo earned away by a favourite theory; nod hia daring was 
apt to degenerate into rashness: but. id energy and initiative, 
U was superior to Lawrence himself. He saw into the true 
elmr aster of the crisis ns dearly, and he would have met if. us 
decisively us the ublo Commissioner wLo ruled at I’jittia; and. 
il he l>ad had some share of Ins urbanity and tact, ho too 
inijifji, have rendered important services to the State. Beil hr 
bad neither urbanity nor tact. To say thoL he hud absolute 
confidence in his own opinions is simply to pronounce tt 
judgment that would apply to some of the besL and ablest 
men of whom history makes mention. His fault was that, 
when his opinions were most valuable, he urged them su 
recklessly and with such undisguised contempt for the judg- 
uient ol those who differed from him, that he offended 
instead of convincing. He had too genuine an affection and 
respect for Lawrence to quarrel with him us he had quarrelled 
with CoverJey Jackson :t but the same faults of temper which 
had brought him in to violent collision with the one prevented 
him from acquiring that influence in the councils of the other 
wrijiuh Ins gouiuis should Inure secured for him, Otherwise hu 

might have been able to persuade bin. to adopt the plan which 
he now recommended. 


I hat plan was to disarm the native regiments at Lucknow, 
Lawrence rejected it on the ground that, „ he was Chid 
t. uruniih»icmer not of Lucknow only hut of the whole of Dude, 

he would not be JUBtHW jn takiDg a thflt J 

probably have tb.- effect of driving the regiments at the out 
star ions to revolt. I His argument was substantially the same 
.is that which banning urged iu support of his own refusal 
to disarm the regiments at Dinopore, a refusal which has 
been shown tu have produced the most disastrous results 
It is true, indeed that Lawrence was weaker in European 
troops then Canning. nn dj wu he hu d_to c „ ntei ,d agS 

Iruni Vincent'Evn nhil othml j“ & ***!«» In Hi" Tiiiit* 
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heavier odti^r Nevertheless, .lie admitted that kl was quite 
possible to disarm this regiments at Lucknow ; and it is by 
ijo means certain that the consequences which he dreaded 
would have foil owed such a course* Wherever the number 
of loyal troops was not so small ns to be obviously 
powerless, the repressive force which they exerted war the 
stranger the mare boldly liiinr commander took the initiative 
again el the malcontents,^ While then it would bo rash to 
aIfir m that. Lawrence, with only one European regiment and a 
small force of Flumpcan artillery at his disposal* eonhl have 
absolutely dominated the sepoys at the out stations by dis¬ 
arming thoso at Lucknow, it may be safely assumed that the 
moral victory which he would have gained by disarming 
would have inspired the sepoy a at the oat stations with a 
wholesome respect for bis power* Moreover, the increased 
security which disarming would have given to Lucknow itself 
would have enabled him to spare a sufficient number of troops 
tu form a small moveable column for supporting the civil 
and militEiry officers in some at least of the out stations 

Lot it be granted, Lowe vet, that, by disarming the sepoys 
jit Luukurjw* Lawrence would have precipitated mutiny at the 
nut stations Even then the argument that to disarm would 
have been ids best policy is not invalidated, For p as a 
in alter of fact, the sepoys at che out stations did rise without 
uxceptinn. By his refusal then he gained nothing, whereas 
by the opposite policy ho would at tbs least have rendered the 
Luckunw regimoDls powerless for mischief. There would 
have been no need for him to include all the sepoys without 
exception in the measure. Be might have excerpted those 
whom he believed 10 be Faithful, imd formed them into a 
separate brigade for the support of the Europcans.t Review¬ 
ing the question then by the light of history, it is impos¬ 
sible to deny that the policy which Gubbhis recommended 
was the best policy ; it ia even petal hie rliut it might have 

* As an IfipUtRCfl teas, il U HisiB^qacrt Id njfar td th/s iLokLavemeat» nF 
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hhjrF ] t.'r[ the crop of mutiny and rebellion throughout the 
"‘bole of Onde. 

h «K® append that, whatever the sopors at the out 
J** 0 '™ ai ^ llt **** of Lawrences forbears re, those at 
Lucknow were resolved to take advantage of j L On the 
30th of May he was dining at the Cantonment Residencv at 
Mannon, One of bis staff. Captain Wilson, who was present 
spanking from information supplied by a faithful sepoy, had 
warned him that mutiny would break ont at the firing of the 
nine o'clock gun. Presently the report of the gltn Wftu i„, jrtj ' 

" tlU * he ™ wlls 110 S! - 11 u/ Ti0L Turning to Wilson, Lawrence 

remarked with « ainile, " Your fnVrdi. „ 

M ' Jwur umntla are not punctual. 

Hardly had lie uttered the words before the crack of musketry 

^ heard coming from the lines. The -nests rose „t 

with their host, ordered their horses, and went outside the 

Eos.dcncy door to wait for them. Directly opposite the group 

the na ive guard on doty was standing ranged in line. Their 

Bubabdar had turned them out on hearing the sonud of firing 

md D °*' a,lluEil * "*«■ whether he w fts to order hi 

men to load U ilson referred the question to hi 5 chief. “ Oh 

* ^wrenoe, “let him fond.- The men rammed ' 

oir charges Imnjo, and then, raising their muskets til] the 

&*2T T“TJ* f ^ *■***>“■. to adjust 

On! b T ?' x <>f Xi, ~ Vhkr Commissioner of 

Unde absolutely at their mercy. But, if they meditated his 

mimler, they were overawed by his resolute bearing - f lun 

gmng, be cried,-to drive those scoundrels out of can tZ 

: f* Uh 1 nni nwft? r[iut TZ 

posts, and allow no one £o do any damage here 0r mt J 

hoqfle * eIso wh ™ i ^Eurn I will bang von " Tfiev v 1 
“ 0,n Bt X ^¥V»; and the lWid™ Cv wjuj 1 ^ 

house in the ountontnen* that was not eUbe T 7 

burned thnt Bight.* r Beared or 

Meanwhile the Chief Commisrioner had MBfl * 
the mutiny. Discerning the nnnimou.it ■ - n ^ qlJe J 

venting thr- mutineers from otHimiijiuc,^^"^ f *** 
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road that led to the city. For the present, however* the muti¬ 
neers were too hney to think of courting tho support of the 
dttzens. On first riflings they Lad roalied down to one of 
the mess-houses ta murder their officers; hut, finding the 
diLiDg-room deserted they consoled themselves by setting lire 
tu the building:. Nor was their longing for English blood 
wholly disappointed. They shot their Brigadier ns he was 
riding up to recall them to obedience. Then* emboldened by 
euceess* they ventured to open Bre on the detachment of the 
32nd; but, receiving a shower of grape in reply R they broke 
and lied. Meanwhile their comrades were swarming with 
horrid yells into the officers" bungalows, to plunder and 
destroy. The English in the city caught the sound uf firing, 
and^ hurrying up on to the roofs ot their houses, saw a lurid 
glare above the distant cantonment, and trembled for the fate 
of their countrymen. Towards morning, however* a mes¬ 
senger arrived wi3,h the news that there was do nun sc for 
alarm, The outbreak would have been mo a- formid¬ 
able If all the native regiments had joined in it. Hut only 
one, the 71st, took an active, parr in mutiny ; and even in its 
ranks nut all were traitors. Many of the oilier troops indeed 
went oyer to the mutineers, or slunk away from their lines 
before Lb a night wae over ; buL between live and six hundred 
men of the three infantry regiments boldly ranged them Reives 
cm tlm side of the Europeans. Next murniag Lawrence, M&y.-u 
hearing that the mutineers had retreated to the ntce-course* 
marched thither to punish them. They tied after a few dis* 
charges from his guns* but not before they bad been joined by 
the bulk of the 7th Cavalry, who till then bud remained 
ffciithfuL This defection rendered an effective pursuit im¬ 
possible. Only sixty pr is oners ware made, ui whom (dubbins 
captured eis with his own hand. On the afternoon of the 
same day a rising took place in (he city* The standard of 
the Prophet was raised, and soma six thousand fanatics 
rallied round hi but they wore easily di&fiefsed by fche efforts 
of the police** Thu strategy ut 1 Lawrence had prevented the 
coalescence of mutiny and sedition. 
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I bus ended the second outbreak etc Lucknow, Summing 
up its results in a letter to Canning, Lawrence wrote, “ Wo 
tu - e now positively better off limn we were. We now know 
our friend a mid enemies.'** This was true. Brn the know- 
ledge hod been purchased at the cobl of it mu tiny, a street 
riot, and the lives of throe British officers. If Gubkina's 
counsel had been accepted, the enemies would never have 
dared to make the ms elves known; and many who had become 
enemies rather from following the example of others than 
from their own inclination, might have avowed themselves 
friends. 

White the events which have just been recorded bad Icon 
passing at Lucknow, the country districts of Oude hud 
remained tranquil. It is true that the district officers had 
discerned symptoms of excitement among their sepoys, and 
had begun to distrust the loyalty of the talookdars and the 
zemindars : but throughout May the duties of Government 
wore curried on as ostial. While in many parts of the North- 
Western Provinces the fabric of Government was tottering to 
its fall, in Dude the courts everywhere remained open, and the 
revenue was punctually paid.t But, after the outbreak at 
Lucknow, the aspect of affairs suddenly changed. The 
sepoys at Beetapore rose in rebellion, and murdered the 
Commissioner and another civilian, sis officers, and several 
India* and children. The few who escaped separated into 
two parties. One of these consisted of a young civilian, 
named Sir Mountstuart Jackson, his sister Madeline. Lieu¬ 
tenant BLimes, Sergeant-Major Morton, and Sophy Christian, 
u little girl only three years old. An authentic narrative of 
their adventures has been preserved, and forms one of the 
snidest of the many tales of suffering in which the history 
of the Mutiny abounds. The fugitives made their way to 
Mythowlee, a fort belonging to a rajah named Lonee Singh, 
and begged him to taka pity upon them. When they arrived, 
they were worn out with fatigue, their clothes were in rags, 
mid their bare feet were lacerated by the thorn 9 of the jungle 
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through which they knd pfiKfed. ftie rajah did not pity l '"H' 
them; but It suited bis purpose to take them under his 
charge He therefore lodged them for the night in ft cow¬ 
shed. nud. on the following evening, sent them to the fart of .Tn»0. 
Kutelihmee, u desolate unfurnished building to another part 
of his estates. There they found Captain Philip On and Ins 
wife and child, who bttd escaped from the massacre of 
Aurangabad-* The rajah now said that, as there were 
mutineers in the neighbourhood, he could not shelter the 
whole party. Nest day, therefore, the Ore were sent out Jam 7. 
into the jungle. They bad to keep tires burning at night 
to scare away the tigers and the wolves; and the) flirt- 
continual] v to dread of being found ont by the mutineers 
who wore" roving in the neighhourhond. After a few days 
they were told that, as the mutineers had dispersed, they 
might return to the fort. There for some weeks the eight 
fugitives existed in hopeless misery. The only news that 
reached them from tie outer world was the news of the 
sufferings of their countrymen and the triumphs of the mu¬ 
tineers, Day after day they sat in solemn Filentre: for the 
only words "that they could have troth fully spoken would 
hare been words of despair. Early its August the rajah Aug- 0 
told them that, as another baud of mutineers was coming, 
they must go forth again and hide in the jungle, Hut he did 
not intend that they should ffnd a hiding-place. Llis vakeeH 1 
had told the sepoys at Lucknow where they were to be 
found ; and an armed band was sent to destroy them. From 
h ,me mysterious cause, indeed, tbo intending murderers 
failed tc penetrate tbo jungle. But the fugitives had little 
cause to rejoice over their escape. The rays o| the sun beat 
fiercely upon their beads ; mid the thorny brushwood of the 
jungle was so low that they could find no shade. Torrents 
of rain poured down upon them. Wild beasts howled around 
Lhtun. Intermittent fever attacked them, and deprived them 
of all strength to hear up against their other sufferings. 

Little Sophy, who did net know that her mother bad been 
murdered At Heetapore, was continually torturing them by 
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asking why she had not come with them. At lost Orr 
™ eive[ l '«««■. encouraging him to hope for an early rep-cue. 
He showed the letter to his com pan ions; and, as they read 
and re read it, hope, which had been long dead, revived m 
their hearts. But weeks passed away ; and the ox pea ted 
escort never name to take them to I.ucknow. At Inst another 
and unexpected escort came. Lonee Singh, who had been 
watching the course uf events, had become convinced that 
the star of the British had set for ever, and had sent three 
hundred of his retainers to deliver them over to the muti¬ 
neers. The retainers seized them, dragged them out of the 
jungle, and, putting them into two carta, started with them 
for Lucknow. The carts jolted along till they reached a 
village m which the rajah's vakeel waa waiting t» receive 
the prisoners. This man owed his advancement In life to 
the kmduesa of Orr; and he was now in a position to make 
n return. He did so. He ordered chains to he riveted upon 
the hands and feet of the male prisoners. At the sight of 
the fetters Burnes went mad, and Morton fell i mo a ctm _ 
vulsivc fit. Mrs. Orr fell down upon her knees, and entreated 
the vakeel to spare her husband, bis benefactor, the bitter 
sbaiue of bonds. He answered her with n brutal laugh. 

Then the prisoners were sent on their way. Onoe a day a 
scanty dole of nauseous food was thrown to them They 
were allowed hardly any water. At last they reached Luck- 
now. Then the guards tuld them to get out of tbe carts 
ami led them towards the Kaiser Bogb. A mob collected, 
and thronged round them, staring at them, as they sragged 
along, and making merry over their shame and distress 
When they entered the room iu which they were to be con- 
fined, Jackson, who was now quite overcome, fell down in a 
swoon. The Women, half maddened bv protracted thirst 
shrieked for water. At last it Was brought to them" h^ 

vessel ao fonl that they revolted from bringing their lips to 
touch it, r * 

Now began a second imprisonment, as bitter and as hope¬ 
less as that which the captives had endured in the fo* ,.f 
Kutchianee. As day after day dragged by, Jackson became 
weaker and more emaciated ; Morton was 8o riuk that he 
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could IibtlIIy eat the Bounty food that was given to him ; and 
Humes was so weakened in mind that ht did not know whtLt 
was? going on around him. Hut their rulief o&me at la^L 
On the morning of the Ifith of November u number ol sepoya 
hiitHt into the room, and told the men to get up and eonoe 
outside Jackson and Orr painfully drugged themsel yes to 
their feet, und hade the women good-bye. Then, with Burney 
and Morton, they submitted to be pinioned and led outside. 

Presently ji rattle of tnabketry was beard. The gaolers told 
the women not to be ulapned, —native prisoners bud 
been executed, that was all It was not till after some weeks Jvl t 
that Madeline Jackson learned that she had lost her farotlaor, 
and Mrs Drr her husband. They had already lose their 
little companion, the orphan Sophy. I wo more months 
passed ft way. Then at lost a ray of hope lighted up the 
gloom of their captivity. There was a man called Wajld 
Ali t who, ever since their arrival in the Kenner Hugh* had, m 
his own risk* endeavoured to lighten the buriien of their 
stillt 1 rings. lie now sudoe^ded in effecting thtd removal of 
Mrs. Orrs child to a place of safety. A few days later he 
had Mrs. OrT herself and Madeline Jackson carried to liia 
own house. Soon afterwards they were restored 10 their Mur^b 19 . 
countrymen* 

After the outbreak at SeflUporc, mutiny became general maMrnU 
throughout the province. Whether rntfluenced directly or 
indirectly bv the example of the regiments nt Lucknow., or 
by liie: pressure of the mutineers who kept streaming into Oude 
from the country beyond its eastern frontier,! every detach¬ 
ment without exception threw off control- Their resolve was 
gone rally more pronounced* their action less hesitating than 
that of their comrades in the North-Wes tern Provinces i hnt 
their treatment id their officers urn* as variable. Soma nmply 
dismissed them. Others savagely murdered them. Others 
dutifully watched over Lheir safety. Others sent them away 
iitTharmed, but took measures to have them waylaid uud 
murdered* The furl Lines of those Europeans who succeeded 
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m escaping from thnir stations wore of the most various kinds. 
Some find north wards, and perished from the deadly climate 
of the Terni. Others were tracked down br hands of 
tnutipoe^, ft(ld shot. Others made their way. tmlmrmed and 
unhindered, to Lucknow. Many of those who were saved owed 
their lives to the sympathy, or at least the forbearance, of the 
native population, A few talookdars indeed showed hostility 
or refused shelter to fugitive parties. A few villagers insofied 
them in their distress. But in most oases high slid low alike 
treated the suppliant Europeans with genuine kindness. 

I heir conduct might have been very different if Lawrence had 
not laboured, ns he hud done, to repair the wrongs which thev 
md suffered at the Lnnds of hia predecease 
In vvery instance the mutiny of a regiment was followed by 
the Joss of the district to which it belonged; f Uf the evil 
□fteers had no means of maintaining the authority which some 
0/ thetr brethren in the North-West excised throughout the 
moat trying periods of the crisis. Within eleven days after the 
tt TiV^t " I?kj30Wl ^ iere w ns not u single representative of 
1 10 be lbuU£i « «**• -ttfiojis in 

° Tt 4 T M ' C1Utb(irit - v ™ Moved by its natural 

B . ! ill0t>idBTS Bum thm opportunity and used it, 

™f lhl " retQmm - tlie 7 ^ 'dmost io a man, forcibly 
Jilted hose upon whom their ill-gotten estates had Lean 
bestowed, plundered riel, and defenceless citizens, wreaked 

3"T; U P° n old r ^d prepared, each with a 

" to Ins own profit, for c combined effort to expel the alien 
imruder* from their lost stronghold. The peasant cultivators 
f i aid I y noticing untouched by the stonn that was J2 
around them tilted their fields as assiduously, in due 

ZZ T ^r P | IeDtoU9ly "* b l ^ ,e most peaceful tim.s 
But the zemindars, the yeomen of the country, were l BSfcJbrtu 

had' itaS fl d [f ‘ I 0 " lh ° ° nC ' l ' aml tl>B Government 

had established a claim to their gratitude, if they had no 

27* - y 7?r f th *■ tai ™ kdA ™’ **> 2d »wS 

them of their landed rights, yet. on the other hnnd.th, British 
Government was a Government of aliens and infidels- h 
sepoy mutineers, whose ranks the 
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naturally loot to them for support; Tvtiilo tbe Lalookdars were 
tbpir natural chiefs, under whose lend they must place them¬ 
selves, if they wished to render tbilt support effectual, Fare]) sod 
by these conflicting cousideratious, the majority of the zemin- 
dans remained noutrtd; but the minority felt themselves bound 
bv tbs ties of kinship and religion, find threw in their lot with 
the talookdnrs.* 

Notwithstanding the overthrow ot British authority in the 
districts, Lucknow itself still remained comparatively quiet. 
A gallows was erected over the M lichee Bhowunj and Jay 
after day batches of mutineers were summarily tried mod 
hanged," Plots, it is true, were occasionally discovered that 
the seizure of the ringleaders struck terrur into their accom¬ 
plices i the military police, uudor their vigilant commandant. 
Gap Lain Camegy, kept the Ludmaskea quiet; and the adminis¬ 
tration of justice went un as usual. The worst symptom that 
appeared after the mutiny of the ilOtli of Hay was the slack- 
ness of trade. The native merchants and even tho bank no 
longer carried on business; and Company's paper fed from 
twenty to seventy-five per cent, discount. Still the merchants, 
though they had lost their confidence in tho stability of 
British rule, were ready to support it as lung aa they could do 
so with safety. The ladies seldom ventured to stir beyond the 
precincts of the Residency ; but the ohaplflhw continued to hold 
their services regularly ; and even dinner-parties were still 
given and attended hy the more sanguine. Henry Lawrence, 
however, was an altered man. He had never known how to 
take life cosily, He had always lived in a state of bodily and 
mental tension, never satisfied that he had done enough, and 
habitually expending more nervous force than was sufficient to 
accomplish what he actually did. His emaciated figure and 
haggard face had already begun to show low anxiety and 
sleepless labour had told upon his health, when the heart* 


* Life of Sir if, Lawrence,, pp, [U>P, o£8,593; GoMrfai. pp. 1'I, 72, lle-flii 
Irwin,' T'P" tSJ. 1M, 1ST[ Ok* QwtUV, till L pp, ISt, l.lo, o*7 T Ou* 
4*jjWstrafiojt Bepzvt for LBSB-9, p, 88| EMhnart> U. we«f L?ti*r* from 
Juno im r- Wylk, PntMa, Pe . It. umi t, ft '* Npurtiuu to 
MtLCi>U 3 *t to tikiMiktoB cd. I bo dlfitrsctE of Honda n.nr5 Barut-cli, wliu liad. 
Irj-yc. 4:u‘Ul|iflTitiirely vary tew vitlugeft bv tba sflUlaneat, o-oi a ’ W U- T 

me\lY4 Jjj'rSToli tW Iidr tiroiJarBQ, 
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— ^ounceraents that reached him early in June 

utterly prostrated him. Feeling that ho might hr edit down 
at any moment, he telegraphed to Canning on the 4th, hogging 
that, if anything should happen to himself, Major Banks, the 
Commissioner of the Lucknow Division, might be allowed to 
succeed him as Chief Commissi oner, and Colonel John InHis of 
the 32nd as commander of the troops. “ This '* he insisted 
“ is no time tor punctilio as regards seniority. They u« the 
rrg.it men, m fact the only men for the placet," Five Java 
ater Ins eshauation became so complete that he was obliged 
to delegate his authority to a provisional council, of which 
Gubbrns was appointed President* The council sat for three 

days only; but that short period was an epoch in the history 
ox tm cnsi&. * 

eEoaalCoandL . ^ the "™«% * the 30th of May, Gubbins 

md begun to besiege Lis chid with fresh arguments lor 
he disarming of the sepoys. Though between five lllld 

Wdr! n ' *■ f PTOVe4 **** thou twelve 

hundred still remained m the ranks. Many oven of their 

officers had lost all confidence in them, and lay down to sleep 

I7mn fl!l1 bdl f hi, i ** «*“ ™ Llteir 

S 7T r batth ° eDtite bod y ■*** be dis- 

™ d f ’o?t T\ T 1 WOUId not OI,p0Se “ ■«**» in 
favour oi those who had at least shown outward loyalty 1 But 

though Lawrence was more than once on the point ofySdmg to 

his arguments, he never actually brought himself to take \ he 

tZTX ' h ° W T* ^ ** be w ould 

« la t get hi* own way. He so far succeeded that the other 
members of the council agreed to allow one company winch 
had shown positive signs of diction. to be disannul bl 
hoy would not suffer the other troops to be included b Z 
lueasure, Then Gubbins resolved to gain his end by aim 
promise. He persuaded his colleague that it would be 


nr> . FoIb! 

r.22; L«avWil/;w *»™**,)*. Mr.sw; r,Z, 

Jit***” (P lltiJ nalj *”■ *•.*«*•«*&* T0] a m 

p. tisj dwu ” J ’ p 49 ^’ nor ( VoL l 





CHAP. IS.] LtTORSOW AND THE OtJDE DISTBICTB. 275 

ail via able for the commanding officers to induce their 
men to go home until November. On the 12th of June Jo»13. 
the resolution was earned into effect: but Im beeAma 
so suited on hearing of it that he dissolved the eoQOc. , 
nnd sent mergers to recall all the sepoys who might wish 
to return About five hundred rejoined their colours, and 
vowed that they would stand by the Government to the lost* 

It was fortunate indeed that this faithful few had come 
back: for the English soldiers would have been Fur too few iu 
number to defend the Residency in case of a mge. Hoping 
to strengthen Ids little force still further, Lawrence issued a 
circular, inviting the pensioned sepovs tn rally round their old TMp=^ 
flag. In answer to the call, some hundreds of aged men, 
maav of whom had lost their sight or their limbs m tbo 
service of the Company, came Hooking into Lucknow. About 
eighty of these were selected for aclive service. This rein- 
forcemeat, however, did not make up for a farther diminution 
which the numbers of the garrison had lately nattered. On 
the 11th the cavalry of the military police had risen m revolt, 
and gone off to join the rebels in the districts; and on the fol- poUtt,, 
luwing morning the infantry bad followed their example On Jam U, 
bearing of the departure of the latter, Captain Gould Weston, 
the Superintandeat of the entire corps, instantly mounted is 
home, and, taking with him only two sowars as his escort. --- 
galloped after them, and overtook them, about Hth miles from 
the Residency. They waited to hear what he tmghL have in 
suv. A few wore so wrought upon by the force of his appeals 
that they left their comrades, and joined him j but the rest 
declared that they had gone too far to draw back. One mail 
indeed levelled Ids musket at Weston ; but hi a mOm 
indignantly struck it down, exclaiming, " Who would kill such 

a brave man this ? ,p * + _ , 

Meanwhile the work of strengthening and provisioning the *--£ 
Residency was going on apace. After much doubt am eon- 
snluuion with his most trusted officers, Lawrence hail at 
length given up the idea of defending the Muchee Bhowun; June*. 
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but he still mads use of it us a ulorohotisr for scpplies.* His 
health was now much improved; and hwuwftrth he was able 
to wort without interruption. He was still however, harassed 
by the almost insubordinate urgency with which Gnbbins 
criticised Li a measures, and offered suggestions of hjg own.t 
The Financial Commissioner vehemently argued that the 
Bntish force, instead of remaining inactive at Lucknow, 
sbould marcL out and attack clie rebels wba wets toUeetiiig in 
the neighbourhood ; and many of the younger officers were" so 
impressed Ly bis daring and impetuous character that Gray 
began to regard him as the man for the crisis. At last 
Lawrence himself bowed to hia will, tor it i a eertuin «iat it 
waa owing to the influence which the whole tenonr of Gubhin-g 
previous arguments had exerted upon him, though not to anv 
definite suggestion, that he took the atop that immodiatei’v 
caused the siege of Lucknow,} 7 

Ga the 20th of June ho was informed that a large rebel 
army encouraged by the recent fall of Cawnporc, had Elected 
near the village of Cbrahui, about ten miles to the north-east 
with the object of advancing to the attack of Lucknow' 

I hereupon he resolved to march out on the following momm¬ 
as far a, the Kokrail, a rivulet some four miles from the dtv 
intending, if no enemy should he visible, to return at one'/ 
hut hoping otherwise to strike such a blow as would defer 
for some train the inevitable siege. The fo, oe wWdl " 
selected consisted of some seven hundred fighting men , ,f lst] i 
arms, of whom about half were Europeans. Hh |L ;„ t T l 

£•* ri ,ho “ 1J , y - * 2 -t 

k gh .» l, t ta» Wta, * a, p^ruio,, w 

pleted; the troops wens exhausted bv manv . , 

and nights of harassing duty; and, "uuutnrvto r ^ t JS 
neither foot] nor drink hail been served W1 < 

/-£££ e. «, Z. Tlr 
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sax wiss* 

b tha hf* vj $>• LawrurtWi pp, GC^S, mi, * ’ 3£eimA So luo, *<*ry f&^bly. 







iidr£ going to begin On reaming the Koknbl bridge, 

they halted. No enemy wiia ill sight The exproted ord^r 
to return was given ; a till tils: forte eqtmkenttnttihcd* Pre- 
sentlv,'to the omaEeiiLeiit of nli s a euiintenriiind w hifltu : l r 
and Lite march wtt& return t]d.+ 

The troops, stumbling wearily ftlnng a muddy and uneven 
TAJiil j wdFt approimhing n village 1 called 1 rdittiiM l gxinj * Tuben 
bii'ldealy p utimbei of rtitusd shot cbjiso ncnnhiiig into their 
midst, mid immediately flftorwftrde they naught sight of the 
imetny, who bud hitherto concealed thomsehes behind a lung 
low s?f trees, wtochf* tic toted in front of the village of Cbinhnt. 
LfiwVennt at ones deployed hi? lofantoy into lino between 
lahmiidj^nii] and the road, ordered them to Ho tlowti, find 
opened iire upon the mu tine eta with his gune. box some 
iimo em artillery duel was kepi up. Then there was a hill in 
tha Bring of this enemy, which led Lawrence to believe that 
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™ most fortunate trho mugged to dumber on Vth« ctm- 
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- coTftlrr ho^er. hod hastened to oecapy this jwiiU end now 
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wipe aw B y the ahum® of dmt di &flstrottB j BT . WilJi 

flashing, tlify Jmrfed themed™ apm the deni* maa8 « , , 

LS ?"f : T ’ t,f ' BoeL wtls **» tfflw which their ohanra 

£ t™ “7 *" ,i ■*• ■ 

£ ’,‘° , —• '”T* «» wa*.s*. sai d, e u 

_ ; ™ UD ' 0Ter - Ti *e IhoesdSfl* hu/1 dam*! ■ and 

who Lud Cicpcd the tmtany*, ft* mj B Lt hare pr^ud 

f tLirat ; ,f **“ tiatiTO women in the suburbs hud Jft taken 
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■Wmarta*: women m n for tlmir lives 
?' id huddled, in an agony of terror ill T ""W’ 
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,0in "f buildings, were already hvgn&g tD ‘t Mw * nd * 
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the wounded and the dyitjg, the tout el ut tillery, aud the 
ceaseless nrnet of musketry. As the Afternoon wfinet], fresh 
bodies of mutineers kept coming np to join their comrades : 
at Bimaet their liorsc-artillery came dashing over the bridge: 
soon their whale force had completely invested the British 
position ; imd the blaze of their waieh-firos and the flash of 
their gnus lighted up Lho darkness of the night, the first night 
of the sk-ge of Lucknow.* 

At first tiro women of the ganfson, though within the past 
fow weeks they had begun to learn something oi the horrors 
of war, were thrown into an extremity of terror by the npptilling 
din of the hostile rmmnnnde, and expected every moment to 
Hte the mutineers come rushing oyer the ft able defences^ and 
bartering into the rooms to morder them and their helpless 
children. But in their trouble they turned for consolation to 
-Jhal source iiutn which, in the dark days of 18o i T strong men 
pnd tender women alike drew comfort and support* The 
jyonng wife of an oft per of the garrison, was sitting in her 
lit tie room, trembling and hardly able to breathe Irom fear 3 
when a friend, whose husband had fallen on die field of 
Ghmhut, proposed that they should join in reading the 
titimy. Another lady was with them. The three women 
Eielt down, and prayed fervently* When they rose to their 
&ot| they were still much alarmed; hut they could now talk 
Calmly of their danger; for they felt that they were in the 
lands of die God of battles, and that* without Ilia will, not 
Jill the fury of the enemy could harm tbem-t 
I While the garrison of the Residency were threatened by 
Lneh deadly peril, the Muchee Bhow iin also was exposed to the 
(enemy's fire. Lawrence saw that he must, at all hazards, 
jmake the attempt to transfer die troops who occupied it to 
jthe Residency, for the reinforcement of his slender garrison* 

On the second day of the siege three officers went up to the July L 
roof of the Residency, upon which a rude semaphore had 
been erected, and* though exposed to a heavy tire, succeeded 
in signalling to Colonel Palmer* the commandant of the 
Muchee B how tut, to spike his guns, blow up the building, 
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und bring his fbfue into the cmruniffimeiit* Tbn ardor wng 
understood ; hot great anxiety was felt for the hoc ness 
of the operation. Fortune, however* favoured the enterprise. 
The enumy^ ru specking nothing, lind dispensed to plunder 
the city: soon after midnight Palmer's little force marched 
noise!o&sly through the gates of the Ee&tdenoy' and a few 
minutes later a terrific explosion proe]aimed that the 
Mlichee Bhomin with its richly-stored magazine had been 
destroyed,* 

Within the Residency die new comers found the wildest 
confusion prevailing. Everyone had expected to have to 
undergo a eiege; but the siege began before anyone n _ as 
ready for it. Native servants, tempted l>v extraordinary 
rates of pay to expose themselves to the enemy's fire, were to 
he teen working with feverish haste at unfinished bastions* 
Others took advantage of the general conlu&ion to rob their 
masters. The chief of the Commissariat had been wo nude id 
at < bin hat; and, as his office wat ip aoneequence brokf □ 
up, some of the camp followers did pot know where ,q 
apply for their rations, and deserted. Tims forsaken Iby 
their attendants;, tlto artillery bullocks wandered helplessly 
about iu search of food till they tumbled into wells - wb: To 
horses went mfld from thirst, and bit and kicked each other 
in their agony, Nq out- had time to relieve the sufferings 
the wretched unimala; for the whole available sirengl h 
of the garrison wus barely sufficient to keep the enemy it 
hay-f 

While nftidrg were in tliia state, tlie garrison were afflictt d 
h v a calamity not Ices severe than the defeat at Chinhnt, O ti 
the morning ot the 1st of July Lawrence wag working in hi 3 
0WB ronm wUb secretary, when a shell burnt at their fee 
Neither was injured ; but Lawrence's staff earnestly W f , e d 
him to remove tu a loss exposed room. At first be refuse* 
remarking with a smile that the enemy had no artillery man* 
good enough to throw another shell into the game spot; hut 
til let-wards he yielded, and promised to change his queers 
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ou Hie fulling day. Ewly nrat morning lie went out on 
a round of inspection! from which he returned about eight Jalv 
o'clock. When reminded by Captain WUhod of his pro¬ 
mise, he replied that he was too tired to move then, hut 
would do ao without fail before the end. ol the morning. 
Hail' an honr later he was lying on his bed, explaining to 
Wilson some instructions which he had Just given him, 
when another shell crashed through the wall and burst, I he 
light of day was gone; hut a red glare lit tip the darkness, 

Sind the stunning noise of the report was followed Li^ the 
rattle of falling masonry. For a moment no one spoke. Then 
Wilson cried out, 11 Sir Henry, ore you hurt f" Twice he 
culled: but Lhere was no answer. At last Lawrence replied in 
a low tone, “I am killed," When the dust and smoke 
cleared away, it was seen that the coverlet was crimson with 
blood. Presently some soldiers of the 32nd came in, and, ■ 
gently lifting their wounded General, earned him to another 
room'close by. The doctor soon arrived, and, after examin¬ 
ing the wound, saw at once that it wns mortal. 

All Lhat day and part of the next Lawrence remained 
perfectly sensible. Though opiates were freely administered 
to him," be suffered much, and shot, and shell dashed un¬ 
ceasingly against the walla of the house in which he lay: 
but nothing could disturb his holy spirit; for he had long 
since found that peace which passeth all understanding. His 
friends clustered round Ids bedside; and there wns hardly 
one who did not shed tears. Whan the dying man spoke of 
himself, it was with snch humility ah touched the hearts of all 
who heard him. He desired that no epitaph should be 
inscribed upon his tomb but tho words, “ Hero lisa Henry 
Lawrence, who tried to do his duty. May the Lord have 
mercy on his soul." He spoke most tenderly and affection¬ 
ately of his children and his friends, his native servants, and 
all with whom he waa in any way connected, sending for those 
to whom he thought he had ever done wrong or even spoken 
harshly, to beg their forgiveness, and expressing a special 
wish that Government would not allow the asylum w kick ho 
had founded and maintained for the children of British 
eoldicra to fall into decay. But, so long as he remained con- 
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seious, his chief thoughts were for the State which he had 
served fuiik fully for thirty yeors, and particularly for the 
people of Lucknow, Europeans mi Asiatics alike, in whose 
service he find received his ckath*wouiid. Summoning hia 
niOBt trusted officers around him, he made over the Chiet 
Commissioner skip to Major Banka, and the comm an J of the 
troops to Colonel Inglia, and then, after giving them his final 
directions for the conduct of the defence, besought them, with 
passionate earnestness, never to surrender. After the uv-. Tiing 
of the 2nd, when he received the sacrament with his friends, 
ho spoke hut little, for lie was now fast sinking; and early on 
the morning of the tth ho died. A few soldiers were stun* 
in one d to carry his corpse to burial. Before they lifted the 
couch on which it lay, one of them raised the coverlet, and, 
stooping down, kissed the forehead of Lis dead General; and 
.all the rest did iha same. Then they carried him out, 
and laid him in Ids rude grave, side by side with some 
private soldiers, who also, in their humbler sphere, bad given 
■ their lives for their country. A short prayer was read; but 
it was no time to pay the formal honours of war to the 
departed.* Yet there was a white not unworthy of the 
noblest hero of die old Bengal Artillery,—the thunder of 
the cannon which still bade defiance to the enemies oi 
England. 

Brigadier Inglis, the officer who now commanded the 
garrison of Lucknow, had f served with distinction in the 
second Sikh welt. Long before the outbreak of Lite Mutiny, 
lie was well known all over the Honk-Westem Provinces as a 
good officer and a keen sportsman^ A plain, honourably 
Christian gentleman T a tender husband 3 a staunch, friend* a 
lover of dl that was high and noble, n soldier of unsurpassable 
gallantry, respected and beloved by those who eorved tauter 
him, [Lod capable of appreciating the opinions of his officer^ 
he was the very man to defend a weak position obstinately to 
the last, by sheer dogged fighting, to fulfil the dying adjura¬ 
tion of Henry Lawrence, Never surrender* 

1 Sketch* * u-jjflT Tnndtulj of the Efajt aj Lnektww, Lv C. 11 Medium m id 
tr&nr^e Ccnper ■ Uje of"Sir if. Lm mjicr, |*|k&04 L 14: ^Vilsoi^ pp. 45, 4t' r Vi* 
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Thj position which In bad to defend was indeed one wbioli 

o»i, tb= most dop S «i *** “»' d f » SuS. 

tained against such an overwhelming iurce ft? now surrounded uiM 

T The nabDliOD of a ei-g. spggee.s th. Ms. oi a . 

but bv no Stretch of the imagination crnild such a title _ 

bsso bestowed ppoo ft. pkoo Of Hf.g. 

Lnokuow gojadaonwera oollootsd- It cou&3i - l - 
ol demoted dwelling-houses end other taildi ?®*' J ^ cdj by 
Besidencv itself was ibo most conspicuous, defended o 
S mud walls Slid tronoh*. Even if there had been full 
Lime for the construction of these improvised works, the) 
would have moved ihe laughter ofthe youngest csdfltflbo v, 

2n studying fortification at Woolwich ; but, when the siege 
tl7vT K sdU unfinished. Only two of the UK*. 
which‘stood at intervals along the line of entrenchment were 
read y for use. Indeed, according to all recognised primal 
of military science, Lbe position was mdafenfii e. 

The conditions of the combat were rendered ,ull more i 
equtd by the discrepancy between the numbers at the com- 
Xna When the aiege began, the assailants mustered a 
SSSt thousand trained soldiers * who were soon reinforced 
by a large and constantly increasing number oi 
dec rcLem. The garrison, on the other hand ^e of 

women and children, amounted only to 

. . „„„ -uk + Of those Who were available tor acLivo 
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possible to protract the defence fnr ft fortnight *; and Four day a 
had already elapsed wbon luglia assumed command. Daring 
the whole of this time the action of the enemy had hardly 
ceased except when they quitted their posit to [douder the 
bazaars in the city. Many of the buildings which they occu¬ 
pied were within easy pistol-shot of the British outposts ; and, 
aimiug securely through the loop-holes which thev bad made 
in the wails, their marksmen kept up a galling musketry tiro, 
beneath which many of the garrison bad already foil cm 
During the first week of the siege from fifteen to twenty deaths 
occurred every day; and r even after experience had taught 
the defenders to be less redclesain i expo&mg themselves the 
daily average far some time did not fall below ten* No place 
within the entrenchment was absolutely safe. Several wounded 
soldiers were killed as they lay on their beds in hospital. 
Women, on rising in the morning, often fouod bullets lying 
on the floor within a few inches of their pillowg.f The 
besieged, however, on their part, were not idle* Each house 
was defended by a separate little garrison under a responsible 
commandant; and, when the staff-officer came round at night 
to collect reports, the occupants of the several posts were 
cheered by the news of whac their comrades had achieved 
during the day, and were able in recount their own exploits 
for the information of the Brigadier. 

Tiin fortnight tor winch Lawrence had hoped Lbat the 
defence might be prolonged passed away; unit etill the posi¬ 
tion was resolutely maintained. In fact, though lie enemy 
lmd once or twice made a sbotv of advancing tu the attack, 
they had not yet dared to attempt that general assault, which* 
if it hud been delivered with a resolution to win, might, on 
tie first day of the siege, Imre given them th 0 victory. * At 
last, however, they did summon up courage to make the 
attempt 

On the night of the lflth of July they suddenly ceased 
firing: hot on the following momitig an unusual movement 
was discernible in their ranks. Warned by the look-out men 
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to be OH llio Alert, the garrison to ^ — 

stood breathleBely waiting. Even the 

„„ j w Ub pale faces and tottering steps, came do™ to join m 

£• m. A. to m 

close ioside the — Hie »r “P “ <W " be T 3 

force' and when the smoke had cleared away, the rebels 
’j ft bfl aT y fire of round shot and musketry, nndcr cover 
of which they rushed to the assault- Bat, though they * _ 

* mL, were close the wells. «A eves sttempM to 

ri, m i their «mling4>M”»i though the l*i*r of one 

£ .1™. w.»n 8 . pm <«*»* 7h 

leaped with magnificent soilocllj right into the itch m 
1 Thsuere, sii was fallowed by hi. comrades tall he htmeolf 

„ , shot Li ; yet the defenders. Kogllshmeo aid Mum 

X poured each s stmas-tated dee mto their rails, thst 
sfer four hour.' deaperstc fighting. H> whotaartckiog force 
fall back, defeated and disbeattened.t e h y 

foiled because, treaty though if rebel* ^d h>nght ^y 
bad shrunk from pressing omvnrfs through UxrM> *' 
and bulfots, and into the forest ot bayonets .with one con 
timioua rush, hv the force of which, though the ditches lmd 
been filled with tbo bodies of the shun, the anr-nors ™ 

Lo hewn their way at last through tho living rock wbio 

Th"of tho oiecy - «. <7 * «» ~£ 

Thi le on Lhe side of the garrison, only four men were killed, 
luld twelve wonnded. But the significance of tho actio 
i6 not to he estimated by Us immediate material «"**- 
TljC besieged gained inerted self-reliance by their victory. 

S beaieU oonseimm that their defeat was due to mond 
inferiority, lost much of the spirit and enthusiasm w.th 
Sob they had hitherto fought. On the following Hu, ** 
however the garrison sustained a »»<"» loss* his,or 

Barts, while ra.hly baidiug orer . «.« » "“V q„E’ 
tiona of the enemy, was shot through the templeU Gulbm ;( 
wlm a fortnight before, bad importunately written to him. 
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asserting that the dignity of Chief Commissioner was law¬ 
fully his own, now urged his right to succeed him : but 
IngliSj not curing to work with so troublesome a colleague, 
refused to admit the claim, sad declared that the office should 
remain in abeyance until the decision of Government should 
he Blade known. It is only fair to add that Gubkins hi mac If 
afterwards admitted that there had been no uecessitv for the 
continuance of civil authority.* 

Notwithstanding their recent successes, it was impossible 
that the garrison should not feel anxious when they reflected 
on what lay before them. The siege had now lasted three 
weeks; and (vs yet there had been no sign of coming relief. 
But on the night of the 21st ci July a pensioner named 
L’ngitd succeeded in passing tho enemy’s sentries, end making 
hie way into the entrenchment. A crowd of eager questioners 
soon thronged round him. lie told them that General Have¬ 
lock had defeated the Nana Sahib in three pitched battles, 
and was at that moment in possession of Cawnpore, The 
news was received with all the more joy because the garrison 
had daily expected to see the army of the Nana march up to 
reinforce their assailants. On the next day Ungud wont out 
again with a letter of in form a Lion for Havelock. Three days 
afterwards he returned with the reply that in less than u week 
the relieving army would arrive.f 
4 lean while the enemy, disappointed in their attempt to 
stnrm the position, wore striving to overpower its defenders 
Ly sheer weight of metal. They were busily erecting new 
batteries. But their great resource was mining. There was, 

1 However, nil officer within the entrenchmcut, whose skill and 
nn Li ring activity confounded their devices, Captain Fulton of 
the Engineers, a man whom the survivors of the siege singled 
out for special honour among the defenders of Lucknow. 
Gat lie ring round him n number of old Ooruish miners be¬ 
longing to the 32nd, he made them sink a countermine 
wherever the muffled sounds of pickaxe and crowbar revealed 
to their practised ears tint the rebels were at work under- 
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ground. Hu himself would often descend Into the shift with 
fi lantern and a pistol, and, waking patiently dll the enemy's 
workmen had burrowed their way up ta him, shoot the for^ 
most man dead.* 

Thns dav after day passed. He grid had again left the 
on trench merit, taking with him diagrams of tile position and 
its environs for the guidance of Havelock: but* though the 
mote sanguine sometimes declared that they could hiar the 
sound of distant firing, the promised reinforcements did not 
come. Many of the natives were gently disheartened ; and 
even the British soldiers began to lose hope* and some¬ 
times broke oat into fits of i Hr temper or insubordination. 
Some, when rebuked for exposing themselves unnecessarily 
to the enemy’s fire, answered that it did not matter whether 
they were killed then or later, Disease had begun to waste 
the ranks ; and clay by day men saw their comrades falling 
round them. But it was the extraordinary hardships and 
privations which they endured that bore most heavily upon 
them. Even in the first wed; of the siege they had been on 
duty from thirteen to twenty hours a day ■ and now* while 
their numbers and their strength were diminishing, their 
work was steadily increasing. Officers and men stood sentry 
without distinction. After remaining al their posts all day 
under a burning sun, they were summoned at night to distri¬ 
bute stores and ammunition, to repair the shattered defences* 
or to bon' the dead* Their scanty sleep was- broken by con¬ 
stant clarms When the rainy season set in, they were wetted 
tn the skin as they lay in the trenches; and many of them 
had no change of clothes. Myriads of flies buzzed round 
them when they tried to rest, and a wanned over their food 
when they sal down to eni, They had little rum or lohaeco . 
and their native allies had no no oi the condi menLs which to 
them were almust a necessary of life.t The Brigadier himself 
had scarcely any rest. When be came in after a hard day in 
tho trenches, he was generally so tired that be could hardly 
speak. Yet he was always at his post ^ his cheery and 
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hop&ful spirit a never forsook him ; tmd r when his labours were 
moat engrosaing-., lie aIwelys found lime to visit die fiospiMf 
and a Lore his cigars with his wounded soldiers .* And those 
wlio served order him, soldiers and civilians, sepoys und 
Iiotiry pensioners, bore up manfully, and worked and. fought 
on with a grim resolve to endure unto the end, whatever the 
end might be* 

The women had their share of suffering and of toil. Some 
spout hours in the sliding hospital, talking to the soldiers 
and miuisteritig to their wants. Others, whose families 
required till their attention, with a heroism Jess conspicuous 
bui not loss real, cheerfully performed the menial drudgery 
which the desertion of their servants threw upon them/eu- 
dured the hardships of heat, of bud food, and rf over-crowding 
without a murmur, and inspired their husbands with new 
courage. Like the stern defenders of Loudnnderrr, they and 
the men who fought for them sought courage to do' and 
pa time o to suffer by frequent religious exercises, Every 

Sunday service was held in more than one improvised place 

ol worship. Every day prayers wore said in outposts and 
loner rouiQs.t 


So the siege progressed till, on the 10th of August, the 
enemy varied the monotony of their crdiinirv operations Lv e 
second assault. They began, as before, by firing a mine 
which blew down a portion of one 0 f the houses, and tore 
open a breach fully ten yards in width in the outer defences; 
m. Llimigb aome of them advanced close up under the wdls 
ftnd dared even to seize hold or the muskeg of their oppo¬ 
nents, though they renewed their attack again and n<m u 
throughout the day, yet, ftS before, they failed to exhibit that 
tenacity which would have sustained them in the critical 
moment, and at night they were obliged again to oonfesa that 
they were beaten. On the 16th of August, however, ihey 
very nearly succeeded in wiping out the shame of their defeat 
The explosion of a mine, which was, as afl tio], Lhe si^nul for 
thetr attack, ogtun destroyed a portion of this waJJ, Lfew up 
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on otu-hoiuse, find hurled two officers find three sentries into 
the air* The officers and two of the sentries fell down inside 
the works, and picked themselves up almost unhurt: hilt the 
other sentryj falling into the road, was killed by the enemy ;*■ 
and seven men were buried alive beneath the ruins. The 
smoko floated away: hut the rebels stood still, hesitating to 
advance. Then on^ of their lenders dashed forward* sprang 
on to the top of the breach, and r waving bis sword 1 shouted 
to the men to follow. Ill n moment n bullet struck him dead: 
another officer, who pressed after him, fell as quickly ; end 
the storming party were too terrified to attempt tf> enter 
tho breach. But the utmost efforts of the garrison could not 
prevent the enemy from gaining possession of a house, which 
tho breach hud left exposed, loglis, however, resolved to 
expel them. Though warned by the engineer officer? that 
succeed was impossible, die undaunted Brigadier called up 
his little reserve of eighteen men ; caused boxes, doers, and 
planks to bo piled up as a barricade ; brought up a gun to 
enfilade die breach ; and before night drove out the rebels at 
the point of the bayonet. 

On the 5tli of September the besiegers made a last attempt 
to storm: but, though they advanced with cod eider able 
determination, the garrison gained nn almost bloodless vic¬ 
tory; and carts loaded with dead and wounded rebels were 
seen crossing lIib bridge at evening towards cantonments^' 

The siege had unw lasted sixty-seven days ; and within that 
time the garrison had repelled four general assaults ; had met 
every mine with a countermine; had made several sorties; 
and, without yielding on inch of the ground which they occu¬ 
pied, had blown np several of the surrounding houses, 
captured another„ and driven the enemy from their strongest 
advanced post. Yet it was doubtful whether they would be able 
to hold out till reinforcements should arrive. They had learned 
that Ilavelock, after attempting to march to their relief* had 
been twice obliged Id fall hock upon Cownporr ; and on the 29th 
of August Dugud had brought a letter from him, in which he 
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Lie eyes was strangely piercing and intense, but quite calm ; 
he Lad an aquiline nose ; Lis lips were tightly crjimpressed 
and shaded by a grey moustache l and Lis sharply moulded 
jaw and firm chin were fringed by a heard and whiskers of 
the old-fashioned out. His whole bearing was that of a man 
who, Laving chosen the straight and narrow way* walked 
dung it with a firm hut not with a free tread. By a patient 
self-discipline, carried on day after day for long yaara* be 
bad come actually to realise that ideal after which many of 
o&, in onr better moments, aspire: no perplexities could 
moke him hesitate for long, because he was quite sure that 
there must be a ryjhi path to follow, and that the Spiral of 
God would guide him into that path: no dangers could Appal 
him, because be really hdkztd that nothing was to be feared, 
except falling into sin. The dominant feature of hi5 character 
was a stern, serious, ever-present songs of duty, vitalised and 
regulated by an habitual study of the will of God. Ii was 
rEiis ssnsa oi duty that led him, con scions as he was of 
military genius, to submit with pari once to the gulling 
trial of supersession by his inferiors, mid cheerfully to obey 
those whom he was by nature qualified to command 2 to 
labour on, with punctilious accuracy, at the minutest details 
oil his profession; to overcome Ids natural timidity until 
HU 0 refused to belfevo that be knew wbrvt fear was* \ to 
persevere, in spite of the ridicule of his broth nr-oilkcr^ in 
gEviiig religions inatnustioa to his soldiers. It was this sense 
of duty toil that enabled him to wait patiently for the fulQf- 
mml of the absorbiug ambition of Ms lift, and to resign 
that ambition when be believed lb at there was no longer nuy 
ho P° of bein S lultitled. For there one punion which 
burned with n umro constant flame in Havelock's breast [ban 
even tlni passion of religions enthusiasm. While lie was 
cumpmgmng in the swamps 0 f Btirmah, while he was enduring 
ike weariness of deferred promotion, while he whs mastering 
tbe techt„e:ihtu-8 of the Deputy Adjutant -Genends office (lC 
Bombay, perhaps even while he wn 9 expounding the ftihle to 
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hh soldiery hr? cherished in his inmost heart A longing desire 
to command a British army in tho field. For more thnn 
forty years he had been qualifying himself to fulfil his 
dream. He was familiar with every axiom of Van faun and 
Jomini ; he could describe from memory every evolution of 
Marl boro sigh and Wellington, of Frederic and Napoleon, 
And now, when he was old and grey-bearded, looking forward 
only iq repose in a Swiss or Tyrolese cottage, tho opportunity 
for which he had almost ceased ta hope was suddenly thrown 
in Mb path- For, on Lhe SOEh of June, just after his return 
from the Persian expedition* he was appointed by Sir Patrick 
Grant to command a move able column, which was to be 
formed at Allahabad, for the relief of Lncknow and Cawn- 
pore, nod the destruction of all mutineers and insurgents in 
North-Western India, 1 * 5 There were some critics who* decrying 
him as a mere closet strategist! and ignorant of the self- 
reliance, the boldness, tho judgment, and the coolness which 
would enable him to mm his theoretical knowledge to 
account, ventured to carp at the selection Hid task was 
indeed a difficult one, his male rial resources were inadequate, 
and the season was unfavourable for campaigning ; but, over¬ 
joyed at the approaching realisation of hi a hopes, he was in 
a temper to overcome every obstacle. Nor did he forget, in 
kb exaltation* to turn far help to the Power which bud 
supported him in hia depression, if May God give me 
wisdom," he wrote to his wife, fff to fulfil the expectations of 
Government, and to res tort tranquillity to the disturbed 
districts *t On the Soth of Juno he left. Calcutta. These 
who noted hjs emaciated figure and worn fuce predicted that, 
before tho end of a week, lie would succumb to the hardships 
of campaigning^ They did not know the strength of Lhe 
spirit which sustained his feeble frame. 

Early on the 30th of Juno ho reached Allahabad* For 
some days past Neill had been preparing., in the face of 
difficulties which would have appal LG a Et^s determined 
nature, to despatch a column to the relief of Gawnporo. 
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1S57, Cholera had more than decimated hi a troops, and the native 
contractors, robbed by tha insurgents, or dreading tu approach 
the incensed Kerin ghees, cutild nut be prevniled upon to 
famish supplies and earrsage. But at Just the energy of 
Neill had prevailed ; and, on the same day on which Havelock 
arrived ? Major Benaud of the Madras Fusiliers marched out 
at the head of the column, with instructions to attack and 
destroy all places on or close to bis route occupied by the 
enemy r but. to encourage the inhabitants of all others to 
return. On the 3rd of July a steamer was sept up the 
Ganges, with a hundred Fusiliers on board under Captain 
Spurgin, to co-operate with Rtmaud, and cover his flank.* 
Meanwhile Havelock was busily directing tha organisation of 
bis force* and personally supervising the execution of the 
minutest details. Remembering th& evils which Anglo- 
Indian commanders bad often suffered for want of an efficient 
Intelligence R apartment, he had induced the Government to 
entrust him with a liberal sum for the payment of has spies. 
While he was In the midst of these preparations, he received 
the news of the destruction of W T heeler's force. His anxiety 
to be up and. doing now beeume more intense than ever; but. 
for some days longer he was imprisoned at Allahabad by the 
same obstacles that had hindered NeilL "When he was at 
llist able Id move, some of his requirements were Btill unpro¬ 
vided- He had asked for a supply of light summer clothing 
for his ineu; buL many of them were obliged to continue Lo 
wear their heavy woollen tunics throughout the whole cam¬ 
paign. Nor wore their numbers such as to make up for the 
deficiencies in their equipment. Exclusive o£ Reminds 
O 114 . .•.-mem little oolmun, die whole force consisted of no more than one 
ofhiBcabmm Britiah soldiers, drawn from the 64 th s the 84 th, 

the TSth Highlanders, and the 1 st Madras Fusiliers, a 
hundred and thirty of Bmsyers Sikhs, eighteen volunteer 
cavalry and six gnus. The cavalry were composed of un¬ 
employed officers, indigo-planters, and burnt-out shopkeepers, 
whom Havelock had himself raised to supply the luck of 
regular troupers; and the guns were almost entirely manned 
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bv Invalid urtilletvuien, and infantry soldiers who bad but 
just learned the riidjuients oi gun'drill.* Such TiTls the army 
with which Havelock started, iu the height of an Indian 
summer, to accomplish the herculean labour which bad been 
set him. 

On the afternoon of the 7 th of July, under ft heavy storm 
of rain, the column defiled through tho streets of Allah a bad, 
scowled upon by the townspeople, who had clustered in their 
doorwaya to wntch its dcpartnre.t Ploughing through the 
slush and drenched hv the fain, the saldiurs, as they left the 
city bo hind J saw m front and on cither side a vjtst and 
dreatv waste dotted with die charred ruins of forsaken 
villages. Not u living man was to ho seen; only here and 
there some loathsome swine gnawing ike flesh from a dead 
body* It seemed, as though rbe destroying angel had passed 
over the laud, 'Rentmdj not interpreting hia instructions too 
literally, hud put to death every in an upon whom a shadow of 
suspicion could ba thrown ; and Havelocks soldiers smiled 
grimly ua they pointed to the dark corpses which hung from 
the sign-posts and tho trees along the road4 the first 

three days Havelock advanced leisurely, out of consideration 
for hie younger soldiers; hut, notwithstanding this pre- 
caution, manv of ihe Fusiliers fell behind,, tired and footsore. 
Learning, however, from Ids spies that the insurgents were 
ad vanning in groat force front C awn pore, and fearing Lit tit 
Remind would fall into tlieir hands, he resolved, at ail 
hazards, to quicken hie pace, and at one o'clock on the 
morning of the l^Lh overtook Ins lieutenant, and marched 
on with him to within lour miles of Futtekpure, Colonel 
Tytler, one of the stuff officers, was sent on with the 
volunteer cavalry lo reconnoitre. The rest of the troops 
were busily cooking their breakfflats or smoking their pipes, 
when suddenly the cavalry were seen returning, and the 
enemy's white-dad troopers emerging from the distant trees 
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on the edge of the plain, and pressing after them in hot 
pursuit. Almost immediately afterwards a twenty-four-pound 
shot struck the earth within two hundred yards of the spot 
where the Generaf was standing. The soldiora flim^ thoir 
cooking utensils aside, seized their arms, and fell into their 
ranks. Meanwhile, the enemy s cavalry, believing from the 
slender appearance of Tytlcrs escort that they had only 
Bynnud's email force to deal with, were galloping over the 
plain in the assurance of an easy victory, when, seeing tho 
whole British army drawn up in battle array to meet them* 
they reined up their horses tike men paralysed by a sudden 
four. The General allowed them no time to recover from 
tlicir surprise. The infantry advanced, covered by ski tv 
jiiisbers, who* with their Eutield rifles, kept up an incessant 
fusillade : Captain Maude-, of the Royal Artillery T p nsiiizd 
forward his guns to within point-blank range, and opened 
a deadly fires and the rebels, compelled Ly Lis attack and by 
the steady pressure of the infantry lo rdox their hold upon 
the strong position which Lhey bad occupied, were driven 
through ziud out of the town of f'uitebpure, and, after 
making one vain attempt to rally, wore put to final and 
irretrievable flight* All their gnus had been captured., and 
not a single British soldier had fallen** 

Havelock was in an ecstasy of delight over his first victory. 
He stmt un elaborate despatch to the Deputy Adjutant-General 
of the Army. To his wife he wrote hastily, *■ One of the 
prayers olt repeated since my school-days has been answered, 
and I have lived to command in a successful action. * , , 
Among them was the 56th, the very ragimont which I led at 
Huharajpore . . . t challenged them, 1 There's some of 
you that have beheld me fighting ; now, try upon yourselves 
what you have seen in me ! J But away with vilin glory 1 
Thanks be to God who gave me the victory ”f 

The soldiers were goffered to plunder Futtehpare, in retri¬ 
bution fur the recent rebellion of its inhabit,tuts; aud then, 
after sending back a hundred Sikhs, in compliance with uu 
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earnest request which Neill had made for reinforcements, 
Havdqek marched on. Soon after day--break op the Uih f 
the enemy were again discovered, strongly entrenched at the 
Tilluge of Aoog- They began the battle fey advancing to a 
group of houses about two hundred yards in front of their 
poaiLion ; but the Madras Fusiliers speedily dislodged them ; 
and Colonel Tytler, advancing with a portion uf the force, 
completed their defeat. The victory however, was dearly 
bought - for the gallant ficnaud, while leading on lilts regiment 
had fallen mortally wounded-* 

Two baLtles had now besu won; bat there was no rest for 
the victors; for before noun news was brought that the enemy, 
strongly reinforced from Cuvmpore, had rallied at die Fandoo 
nuddee, an unfordable river six miles distant, and wore pre¬ 
paring to blow' up the bridge which spanned it. Knowing 
Lbat, it' they succeeded in tlioir dusign, bis progress to 
C awn pore would bo indefinitely retarded, the General culled 
upon his troops for n fresh effort. Exhausted by a five 
hour*' march and a severe action, fought under a nearly 
vertical sun* they were lying down waiting for breakfast ; but 
now,*full qf confidence in their General, and inspired by his 
self-denying example, they spang to their feet at the word of 
command, and cheerily pushed on* The road ran Lhi'uugh 
groves of manga-trees* As the head of the column, emerging 
hum these, came in sight of the bridge, they saw two pulls of 
while smoke rise from a low ridge in Lhtiir front: two loud 
reports followed ; and two twenty-four pounders crashed into 
their midst, and wmmded several. The British artillery moved 
steadily down the road, and unlimbered close to the stream. 
Then Maude, enveloping the bridge with the tire of his guns, 
replied effectively to the enemy a challenge: the Fusiliers 
with their [infield rides lined the bank, and picked off their 
gunners; and presently the right wittg of the same regiment, 
noting their bewilderment and hesitation, closed up, charged 
over the bridge, captured their guns, and forced thorn to 
retreat towards C awn pore, t 
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Battle or 
0*iwn£m , a r 


The British, now completely exhausted, throw themselves 
upon the ground; and many of them, coring for nothing Suit 
rest-, rejected the food which was offered (hem. Hieing tsnlv 
half-refreshed after a night of intolerable heat, they found 
their meat already spoiled, and threw it away in disgust. 
The rays of the sun smote them with a fierceness which they 
had never before experienced even in tins fiery campaign: 
man after man reeled out of the ranks, and fell down fainting 
on the ground; but Gawnpore was now only twenty-throe 
miles off, and those whose strength held out, sustained bv the 
hope of rescuing the remnant nf their countrywomen, and 
inflicting a terrible vengeance upon the Nana and his accom¬ 
plices, tramped doggedly on. After advancing sixteen miles, 
the General suffered his Lroops to rest awhile under the abode 
of some trees. Presently two sepoys onme in, and informed 
him that the Nana had marched ant of Cawnpore at the head 
of five thousand men, to do battle Tor hie throne. 'Hie rebel 
army was drawn up in the form of a crescent, with its centre 
and its horns pro tee ted by fortified villages, at each of which 
guns were posted, The Grand Trunk Road, along which the 
Kuna believed that the British most advance, ran between 
the centre and tbe right of the crescent; and his artillery, 
supported by the dower of his infantry, was laid so as to 
check their progress. J lovelock, however, contrived u plan to 
baffle his calculations. He saw that his own troops would 
suffer heavily by making a front attack, and therefore, after 
dosdy questioning soma villagers aH to the nature of tbe 
country, be determined, “like old Frederick st La at hen," as 
bo afterwards wrote, to attack the rebels on their left flank. 
Sending Ida handful of cavalry to occupy their attention, h* 
marched himself with the infantry and artillery, to execute'the 
principal movement. The troops advanced stealthily behind 
a wood till the enemy, catching eight of them through a gup 
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in the trees, opened fire upon them. Still they moved steadily 
on, controlling their eagerness to reply. Kot tall the whole 
column, bavins: it l&ngth cleared the wood, was in the act of 
wheeling into line, did tho Tobcls folly understand what was in 
store fur them. Then too late they kastilv endeavoured to 
change front. Their artillery, however* con tin Lied pouring 
destruction into the British ranks ; and Havelock* seeing that 
his light field-pieces could not silence the hostile fire, ordered 
the Highlanders to charge. Colonel Hamilton led the wav ; 
and his. men* formed in n df>n$J mafia, followed him like a 
moving wall, without firing a shot, or uttering a sound, till 
they were within eighty yards of the guns Then the word 
was given to charge : the pipers blew the pibroch ; and the 
Highlanders, raising a shoot which thrilled the hearts of 
their comrades, and appalled the spirit of the enemy, sprang 
forward wink fixed bayonets, mastered the gunners, cap to red 
the village, and drove the entire left wing into headlong rout. 
Presently r portion of the fugitives, falling hack on the centre* 
rallied and formed again : blit the Highlanders, again appealed 
to ly their General J and now aided by the 64th, started forward 
again, again put them to flight, and captured the village in 
which they had rallied; while the eighteen volunteer horsemen j 
who had hot jnat come up, soiling the opportunity to show 
what they could do, flung them selves upon the disordered 
masses, and completed their discomfiture. Meanwhile the 
right wing of the Nana’s army had been driven from their 
position ■ but Havelock, seeing that they too were attempting 
to rally, cried* as he glanced along the ranks of his men, 
H Come, who'Jj take that village, the Highlanders or tho tilth ?** 
and the two regiments, vying with each other in the swift ness 
with which they responded to his challenge,, cleared the village 
with a single rush. 

1 ho battle was to all appearance over. The enemy* beaten 
Lit all points, were in full retreat towards Onwnpore, Suddenly, 
however, they faced about: their hand struck up a defiant air: 
the Nana was seen riding from point to point along their 
ranks; and a reserve gun, planted by his command in the 
middle of thy road, vomited forth a now fire. The British, 
lying down in line to await the arrival of the artillery, suffered 
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heavily ; the artillery-bullocka x worn out by the length of thw 
march, wore unable to drag the gens eo their assistance; and 
the enemy, emboldened by die signs of berinition which they 
perceived, threatened in their turn to ass time the offensive. 
Then tbe Genera! p seeing that Lho crisis of die battle had 
arrived, gave the order for a final charge. Ex cited by the 
sound of bis clear calm voice in llie highest pitch of martial 
fbry, the man leaped tu their feet* and advanced with measured 
tread along the road; while young Henry Havelock, the 
General's son and aide-de-01410p* who had ridden up In front 
of the leading regiment, moving slowly and deliberately at 
their head, steered his horse straight lor the muzzle of the 
gun, The ground in their roar was strewed with dead and 
wounded men, for Lbe enemy, still resolutely standing their 
ground, fired round after round of grape with astonishing 
precision ; hut m length, appalled by the deafening cheers and 
die final onset of the British* they rushed in headlong flight 
from the battle-field of Cawnpore. The X&na spurred through 
the streets of the town, Jind urged on hie panting horse 
towards Eithoor; and thousands of citizens* terrified by tbe 
news dial the infuriated British were coming, poured forth 
into the surrounding country, and hid themselves in the 
villages.* 

On [be morrow of this, bis fourth and greatest victory s 
Havelock congratulated his troops in those stirring words; 
" Soldiers, your General is satisfied, and more then satisfied 
with you. He has never seen steadier or more devoted 
troops; but ymir labours are only beginning. Between the 
Tth and tbs 16th yon Lave* under die Indian aun of July, 
marched u hundred and twenty-si* miles, anti fought four 
actions. But your comrades at Lucknow tire in perils Agra 
is besieged; Delhi is still the foeos of mutiny and rebellion. 
You must make groat sacrifices if you would obtain great 
results. Three cities have to be saved; two strong places to be 
de-blockaded* Tour General is confident that he cam effect all 
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these things, and restore this part of In din to tranquillity, if 
yon will only second him with your efforts, and if your disci¬ 
pline is equal to your valour/'* 

On die morning of the 17th, us the troopa were about eo 
mate their victorious entry into Cawnpore, they were toldthuL 
the women and children whom they Lad come to save* the last 
remnant of the ill-fated garrison, had been destroyed, Wlien 
they reached the city, some of them Lurried on to the Beehee- 
gurh, and entered the room in which the victims had been 
confined. Clotted blood lay ankle-deep upon the floor; 
shreds of clothing and worn an 1 a long tresses were scattered 
about: the walls were dented with fcillet-marks; the pillars 
were scored with deep sword-cuts. Maddened by the sight, 
the Boldiens hurried out into the court-yard, and then- saw 
human limbs bristling from a well. A a they stood and 
looked, these Iran sides, who bad endured in stem silence the 
weariness of the march from A 11a Lab ad, and in four combats 
had dashed to pieces the army of the Kano, lifted up their 
voices and wept aloud. Bat their emotions soon changed. 
They had come too late to save, bat not too late to avenge. 

On the evening of this day, the General and his men, no 
longer sustained by the excitement and the hope of the last 
few days, haunted by the recollection of the horrors which 
they had just witnessed, and now, in the moment of inaction, 
unable to forget the Ides of their fallen comrades, were 
oppressed by a deep gloom. No sound was heard in the en¬ 
campment save tho melancholy notes pf the Highland pipes 
which accompanied the interment of the dead* The General, 
as he sat at dinner with his son, musing upon the diEktihies 
winch lay before him, and silently anticipating the possible 
failure of his person a! ambitions and Lbs doom which might be 
in store for his soldiers, seemed to have lost all Ids old con¬ 
fidence* But bis weakness was of short duration. The 
exultation of victory was gone : hut the path of duty was still 
open; and*though be might not he suffered to share Lu the 
triumph, the cause for which he fought was just, and must 
prevail. Turning to bis sou, be exclaimed. £ *If the worst 
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CDflita to the worst, we can but die with cmr swords in our 
hands/’* 

In this spirit he resumed his operations. On the following 
day ho removed the troops to a strong position at Newnligninj, 
where they would he able to defeat any attempt which the 
Naim might mate for the recovery of the city : and bought 
up all the wire and spirits, lest they should be exposed to the 
temptation which had so nearly proved fatal to the garrison 
of Allahabad. But discipline was alreadr threatened by 
another cause. The soldiers, unrestrained and oven en¬ 
couraged by theit officers,t were revelling in the plunder of 
lie citizens. The wonder is, not that Havelock was obliged 
to three ten with tbo punishment of death the very men whose 
conduct in the field he bad just enthusiastic ally praised, but 
that ho was able to shield Cawnpore from the atrocities that 
had punished the citizens of Badajoz4 Meanwhile his re¬ 
awakened energy had been rewarded and stimulated by an 
announcement which contrasted brightly with the dismal 
ridings which reached him from other parts of India, Dis¬ 
heartened by their last defeat, the Nana’s troops had broken 
up; and the usurper himself, proclaiming to the Brahmins 
who surrounded him that he was about to drown himself in 
the waters of the Ganges, bad fled by night into Omle.$ 

On the 20th Neill, who had spent some days in providing 
for the safety of Allahabad, arrived with a email force, Antfe 
cipnting his arrival, Havelock had already begun to take 
measures for placing Cawnpore j u a state uf defence, that he 
might be able to march os soon as possible to the relief of 
Lucknow. As he could not spare more than three hundred 
men to garrison the recovered city, it was necessary to estab¬ 
lish them in a position ao strong that they would be able to 
maintain it against any attack. With this view L e had 
selected an elevated plateau close to the river-side and was 
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busily fortifying it when Keill joined him . As booh ac the 
work was sufficiently advanced, be began to transport hi a own 
forte to Line Dude bank ud tbo Ganges. This operation was 
one of escreme difficulty mid danger. The river, here five 
times as wide as the Thames at London Bridge, and now 
greatly swollen by the rains, swept past the mty with the 
swiftness of a torrent. Such was the terror which Havelock's 
advance had inspired in the hearts of the Inhabitants., that 
skilled boatmen could only be collected with lha greatest 
difficulty ; and even with their aid each passage occupied 
eight hours. Fortunately no enemy opposed the movement; 
and at last, by the strenuous exertions of Colonel Tytler, 
it was safely accomplished- On ike 25 Lk Havelock, after 
giving his final instructions to Neill, to whom he had entrusted 
ilift defence of Cawnpore, crossed the river himself and joined 
the am>\* At that moment be may well have felt that he 
and his gallant men were duly beginning their labours. For 
he was leaving a wide and rapid river in his rear: the Nona, 
he was informed, bad again collected a large force to harass 
him: rivers, canals, and fortiJied towns and villages lay in 
front of him ; eidi! a mutinous army and a host of armed 
rebels were determined to bar his progress. But the glory of 
four victories was upon him : the appeal of the beleaguered 
garrison waa present to his mind ; and, undaunted by the 
obstacles which beset his path, La plunged fearlessly into the 
heart of Glide* 

Ou the night of the ‘Itiih the troops bivouacked at a village 
culled Mungulwar, about five miles from Oawnpore on the 
Lnekmav road, and remained there for three days, while earn h go 
and supplies wore being collected, At five o'clock on the morn' 
ing of the 29th they began their advance in earnest* and, 
after u abort march, came upon ll large fared of sepoys mlcii- 
pying a strong has tinned enclosure and a village separated by 
ji narrow paasuge from the town of On no, Havelock saw at a 
glance tliiit he would he unable to adopt his favourite method 
ol turning the enemy** position, 03 it was protected by a 
swamp on one &ide t and flooded meadows on the naher* It 
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wjia necessary therefore at any cost to carry it by ti front 
attack. Tiie Highlanders and the Fusiliers droTC tile enemy 
out of the enclosure; but, its they pushed on, they encountered 
n destructive fire from the loop-holed houses of the village,* 1 
So obstraiue was The resistance of the rebels within, rh-.i the 
General was obliged to send the flub to support their nom- 
nwles. Presently the village was set on lire, Still the rebels 
held out; audit was not till nil their gnus had been captured 
that they gave way. At this moment, however, a fresh hodv 
was scan hurrying along the road from Lucknow to their 
support. Pushing forward rapidly, Havelock drew up his 
force ou a dry spot just beyond the town, and awaited their 
approach. On they came, heedless of the trap which 1 al been 
set for them, till, us they rushed confusedly up to the iiriiish 
line, the fire uf Maudes guns and the Knfield rifles, which hud 
hitherto been held in reserve, tore through their ranks; 
and, floundering helplessly in the morass as they strove too 
late to deploy into line, they were beset by the skirmishers on 
either side of the roud. and finally discomfited.t 

After a brief rest the victors resumed their march ; but, 
before they hud advanced many miles, they found Lheir 
progress again disputed by the rebels, who had posted them¬ 
selves in a walled town called liiisaeerutgunge. Scanning 
thoir position, Havelock conceived a plan by which he hoped 
not merely to defeat, but also to annihilate them. While the 
Highlanders and l'uflillera, supported by the artillery, attacked 
tbr defences in front, the filth ware to steal round the town, 
and prevent the enemy from escaping through the guto on 
the further aide. Fiercely assailed by the storming party, 
amt bewildered by the movement on their flunk, tha enemy 
soon abandoned their guns ftud fled through the streets ■ but 
the 6-1 th bad allowed themselves la he delayed, and fuiled to 
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cut off their retreat.* Still the General hail little cause TBfflt. 
to he dissatisfied. For the second time in his abort campaign 
lie hnd gained two victories in a single day. 

When, however, on the following morning, lie deliberately July &>. 
reviewed Ids ait nation, other considered uns, which the joy of 
victory hnd kept in the background, presented themselves to 
his vision. Cholera, fatigue, exposure, find the fire uf the 
enemy had made such sad inroads on his little army, that 
only eight hundred and fifty infantry soldiers remained fit for 
drily; the recent mutiny of the regiments at thru pore ndded 
to the dangers which encompassed him ; the Nana's levies 
were hanging on his rear; ammunition was fast failing; and 
there was not a single litter to spare for the convey ansa of 
the hundreds who must still full before Lire Residency could 
he approached.t Convinced, therefore, that for the present 
it would be madness to persist in his enterprise, he sadly gave 
the order to retreat. Thera were some of the officers who Twicci 
murmured against the order. They argued that the prestige fa 

of victory multiplied the fighting power of the uuluinn ; that ' L r ' 
the min wore just then in great heart; that tie thing sepoys 
would have spread the news that British prowess was irresis¬ 
tible and that, if the General had hut pushed on rapidly, he 
might have reached the outskirts of Lucknow almost un¬ 
opposed, and then, in conjunction with the Residency 
garrison, have so placed his guns as to shell the whole uily. 

The motto of I) an ton, “ To dare, and to dare, and to dare 
again, was on iheir lj|js,+ But ffavelock knew chat there were 
circumstances under which to dare was to be foolhardy. It 
is true indeed that before he left C awn pore, he might" have 
foreseen, perhaps did foresee moat of the issues that now 
induced him to return ; but, although to admi t this ii to 
admit that he comm it ted un error iu leaving C awn pore when 
he did, the error was a glorious one. For a man of his 
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1657. during and generous nature St would have been impossible to 
refrain from at least attempting the relief of bis imprisoned 
countrymen, bcs long ns there was the faintest hope of success. 

There was another critic, however* outside hia camp, in 
HU com- whose judgment he had erred on the side not of nishneaa, hut 
of timidity. On the lust day of July he relumed to 
Mungulwar* and from thence wrote to inform Neill that he 
could do nothing for the relief of Lucknow until he received a 
reinforcement of a thousand men and another battery of 
guns* Neill read the letter with the deepest indignation. 
That a British General should for an instaut, for any con- 
si deration, pause in so holy an enterprise as the relief of the 
besieged garrison and the condign punishment of the besiegar&j 
was in hi a eyes an abomination. If every man in Hav. Souk's 
army had been, ll Neill, Lucknow might have been even nuvr 
relieved ; but, such as it was* an army of heroes, ns its 
ccuninaiider described 3t a it could not have accomplished the 
task which it hud undertaken. Like other nun of strong 
character* Neill forgot that all men were nat as strong us 
himself. Hu told Havelock plainly that the natives die- 
believed the re porta of his victories, that his retreat had 
destroyed the prestige of England, and that, while he was 
waiting for reinforcements, Lucknow would be lost, and con¬ 
cluded bis Liter with perhaps tbo most astounding words 
ever addressed by a subordinate officer to hia commander: 
“Yon ought to advance again* and nut halt until you have 
rescued, if possible, the garrison of Lucknow. Kettiru here 
sharp* for there is much to be done between this* and Agra* 
and Delhi" But he had mistaken the character of the man 
with whom ho had to deal. bf Your letter, " wrote Havelock, 
" is the moat eilraordioary which 1 have ever perused. 
Understand , . . that a consideration of the obstruction 
which would arise to the public sendee at this moment alone 
prevents me from placing you under immediate arrest. You 
now stand warned. Attempt no further dictation/’ 

BwKmd bittl* Nevertheless Neill had spoken truly when he said that 
Havelock would Imvo to wait long for the reinforcement* 
wbieli lie required. Ho himself pasted OL all diet could be 
■pond, namely a half-battery of guns and a company of the 
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flith: but Havelock heard from Calcutta that he must expect 1337 
ao more for two mouths, ns die flOtb anti the 3 th Fusiliem, 
which be had begged Sir Patrick Grant to send him, were 
need till to deal with the mutineers in Behur. Feeling thun 
that he mu at relieve the besieged garrison now or never, he Awj- L 
onee more act his face towards Lucknow, On the Sth of 
August he reached BuGSeertitgiinge, and fought a battle 
which was almost the exact counterpjwt of the one that he 
had fun gilt A few days before on the same spot. On this 
occasion the turning colnmn executed its movement without 
delay ; but the eusmy, cowed by the Em of the British guns, 
fled ao precipitately through the town that there was no time 
tu cut oil their retreat ■ nod warn of cavalry proven ted 
Havelock from following up hia victory.* While hi a troops 
were halting tor food nnd rest, he begau once more to 
meditate on the difficulties of bis position. He could nol 
but feel that the masons which bad before compel led him to 
retreat were not less cogent now. He could see his men 
round him digging graves for their comrades who had 
perished from cholera. The Gwalior Contingent had mu- 
Linied, nnd was reported to be within fifty miles of Cawnpnre, 

The zemindars, encouraged by his former retreat, were arming 
their retainers in every direction. He knew that, even if his 
hi:Li? force succeeded in reaching Lucknow, it would not bp 
able to light its way through the streets, and its destruction 
might involve the fall of die Residency. Yet, on the other 
hand, to desist from hh enterprise might be to abandon the 
besieged garrison to the late that had befallen the garrison of 
Cawnpore, to expose hia own military reputation to the 
attacks of malignant critics! perhaps even to incur the 
reproaches of hia friends. Tortured by those conflicting 
anxieties, he tried to consider simply whnt his duty to the 
State required him to do^ and then, seeing his wav eluarlv 
before him, ho resolved! with the full concurrence of the Havelock 
three most trusted members of his staff, the only officers to 
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whom he was accustomed to consult, to retire a^uin in the 
direction of Cawn pore. Ha spoke of this ss the most 
painful resolution that ha Lad over formed. Ilistorv will 
speak of it as. the most noble.* 

Unable to understand why they should retreat before an 
anemy whora they had invariably defeated, the troops fell 
hack, in bitter discontent, on MtinguW. While there, 
fLitr lock occupied his time in securing the means of coni' 
muni cation with Cawnpore by constructing a floating plm* 
fonii. which, towed by a steamer, would at ntiy time be 
available for the conveyance of troops across the river. Ciisvn- 
pure itself had hitherto remained safe in the strong hands of 
Neill. Directly after assuming command, he had token 
decisive steps to stop the plundering which hod hitherto 
prevailed, and. by u series of organised raids, had kept at 
boy the various insurgent bodies who threatened him. Now, 
however, his portion was becoming seriously imperilled! 
On the IIlL he wrote urgently to Havelock, informing him 
tluii (bur thousand rebels had collected at Biclioor, and would 
swoop down upon Cawnpore unless lie came at onto to the 
resene. Though unwilling to quit Hnogiilw.ir, where his 
presence acted os n drag upon tie besiegers of Lucknow 
Havelock saw the danger to which lna lienlen^jt was exposed, 
and hastened to comply with his request. Leaf, however the 
nud> rebels, Who had again rallied, should imagine that they 
laid frightened hie, nway, he resolved, us u preliminary step 
to inflict upon them a parting defeat, and, making a rapid 
inarch, found them occupying an entrenched village about u 
nulo and a half in front of Bussoerutgdnge. Ho at first en¬ 
deavoured to dislodge them by an artillery fire* but, screened 
by their earthworks, and serving their guns with effect, they 
were not so easily to be overcome: and it bwwna necessary to 
call upon the nfniitry to charge. Then the High I,aiders, 
responding to the call, dashed forward with their accustomed 
gallantry, though they were reduced to little more than a 
hundred men, and supported by a fiwfc moraBei|t of llle 
hnmlmre, bayoneted the gunners, Btl .j tnrflw{ d j 


• Itohmaa, pp . 344-7, M, M „ s lg57 m 








CIUP. lx.] 


HAVELOCK'S CAMPAIGN, 


r D£p . 

grata upon the flying enemy. After this exploit n Sntx^tr. 

UELfi once more sounded ; and ou the iflth the army re-entcrecl _ 
Gawnporc.* 

Officers an d men alike now sorely needed rest. Two regi- EmeIboF 
noeiice Lad become greatly dispirited ; mi it was represented BitiH5p3V 
to Havelock that, at the present rate of mortality, the whole 
fores would be annihilated in six weeks. He replied that, 
till the rebels were driven from Bitboor T repose was out of the 
question. Accordingly on the morning of the Itkh the troops 
again left tbe city* and* after an eight hours' march under a 
blazing sun* found themselves face to face with their nppo- 
nents.t The rebel cumin nndur, who is believed to have been 
Tan da Topee bimsolf, bad drawn up bis men in a plain 
thickly planted with engm-caue and castor-oil. In front of 


Havelock J e right wing and concealed by the plantations 
w[l^ a fortified village, cud beyond it an earth redoubt. 
Beyond dm redoubt again u deep rivulet, spanned by a 
bridge, run round a kill on which stood the town of Bithuor. 
The bridge was defended on the hither side by a breastwork 
and a battery mo noting two guns. Huy clock made bis dig- 
positions. Tbe Highlanders* the Fusiliers* end the Royal 
Artillery deployed on lLl- right,. and advanced to the attack, 


At a distance of about a thousand yards from the breastwork, 
ibe gunnel's stopped* and fired u few rounds. Just as they 
were limbering up in order to go closer, a sharp fire was 
opened from the village. Two companies of the fusiliers 
were sent forward to storm it. After a desperate struggle in 
wFiich one of the native regiment* actually crossed bayonets 
^vith the Fusiliers, the rebels were driven successively from 
the village and the redoubt; but* ns they still fought their 
two guns with resolution* and kept np a galling musketry flru 
from behind the shelter of their breastworks, they were again 
attacked with the bayonet, and finally driven across the bridge, 
and through iho streets of Bithoor. Meanwhile the left 


* 1 Y" LP ^ a ^ TO* 352-a; Part. f*gwn e vel sJir,, Put 1, 

f Tf-b &*wtx y IU V uu critic cenMECttd Emvdoa* tor not Uatizuf otisamd 
theecMiom of yarliar Alujl-a-lmljim cfrinmnn.lHTij who were Eli tlao Jifthit of 
btfora MMuntoa. 1 






310 


EATELOCS’s CAMPAIGN. 


[chap. IX. 


165”. 


Havck'trk 
BQppjscdn] 
bj Outturn, 


wiug had been engaged with the euomys tight, mi, having 
expelled them from the sugar-cane, land chased them into the 
twn. On Lie more, ln.nvt.-Yer, the rebel army made good Its 
retreat; for the infantry were loo Exhausted to pursue, and 
the cavalry wore too few in number to be risked/* 

Willi tliis victory Havelock's career as an independent com- 
mender came to a close; far. on bis return to Cawnpore, lie 
learned that he Lad been superseded In favour of Sir James 
On Exam* superseded by order of a Govorameiit winch, haying 
itself failed Lo aecamplisb anything for the suppress]on of 
the revolt, required its officers to perform impuysibi fitit-s. Xot 
u word of thanks weis vouchsafed lo turn for his services, Xo 
ex plane [ion was offered to son! he his wounded feelings. Xot 
even an official letter Eiecomp&nied the copy of the Govern¬ 
ment tiazotte in which he read the annonneeiuciit of hie 
supersession. Vet, in the race of unparalleled difficulties, he 
hud conducted a campaign which still remains imsurpussed 
in the history of British India ; a campaign which knd turned 
raw recruits into Reasoned veterans ; a campaign performed 
under a tropica) sun and under tropical e terms hy nu army 
which, scarcely larger than an ordinary regiment, sleeping on 
the hard gronmlj ior weeks deprived even oi the shelter of 
tents, fasting often for entire days, lmd within sis weeks 
traversed an 3 m men so tract of country and stilled a vast 
population, and, with numbers hourly diminished by the sword 
a Lid by pestilence, nine Li in e s engaged and defeated the hosts 
ol Oudc and of Bitboor, and the disciplined battalion* of the 
-Bengal army. t*crhap& the consciousness of the injustice 
w]Ui which his Liovornment had treated him mavliave inspired 
dial immortal order in which he bade Ida soldiers await the 
verdict of their countrymen : — 

if If conquest cim now he achieved under the most tiring 
circumstances, what will he the triumph find retribution of the 
time when the armies from Chins, from the Cope, and from 
England shall sweep through the land ? Soldiers in that 
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moment* jour labours* your privations* jour sufferings, and 
jour valour will not be forgotten by a grateful country,* 
There was one circumstance, however, that must have gone 
far to heal hh wounded feelings. He had been superseded 
Indeed, Lul by the Bayard of India. It was Charles Xapier 
who had bestowed this title upon Out ram before the mi s- 
understandings arising out of the Seinde controversy had 
clouded their early friendship. Yet* felicitous as it was, it 
only described one aide of Outranks character* In his 
reverence for holy things* his c mirage, his courtesy, his 
honour* his manliness* he did indeed embody tbe old idea of 
the true and perfect knight: bat his sympathy was untouched 
by those influences which sapped, the humanising force of 
medieval chivalry* He was ready to espouse the cause of 
all who needed championship, wiiliuut heeding the dis- 
ti net ions of race,, or creed,, or class., He was as courteous to 
the wife of a private soldier as to the highest lady m the 
land* He knew how to enter into the interests and encourage 
the aspirations of younger men* while always ready w join in 
their mirth. He delighted in making children happy. As a 
commander* he was so genial in his manner towards his 
officers and men, so considerate in providing for their wants, 
above al3 p so hearty in his approbation of their valour,, that 
he won not merely their conii deuce* hut their enthusiastic 
dev□ lion. But it was in hia dealings with native govern¬ 
ments and native peoples that the chivalry of his nature 
found the widest scope. It is difficult for those wbn have 
been accustomed to gauge political honesty by European 
standards to real]go the stainless purity, the unreserved self- 
devotion of his political career. No doubt the simpler 
conditions of public life in India, the absence of motives for 
corrupting or truckling to the masses may have had tnucb to 
do with ihe superior probity of Anglo■ Indian statesmen. 
But it is impossible to conceive of any consideration that 
could have tempted Outran! to stoop to a dirLy action, No 
dread of official censure, of professional stagnation, or of 
pecuniary loss ever deterred Mm from advocating a righteous 


1857 . 


Chan*ct<!r uf 
OutTina, 


* iluritunun r fj» S£l. 



312 


hayeloce's campaign. 


1057, 


Ha g&es tc- 

J uln HoTei&ck 


An*. IT. 


Kepi. 10 
F*\rt. LI. 


[chap. ix. 


cdoetj. however unpopular, from exposing an injustice, husr- 
wer powerfully supported. Indeed, though tliore have been 
nmj)y greater men in Anglo-Indian history, there has never 
been one no ore loveable. 

On the 0th of August he left Calcutta, But for the fore- 
sight ui a civil officer, Lis passage up the river might Lave 
been aenaualy retarded. To the east of the Patna Division 
vrss a large tract of country officially designated the Bhau- 
gulporc Division, and ruled by Commissioner yule. After 
the mutiny at Dinaporu, this officer foresaw that the unlive 
troops within Lis own Division would inevitably bo infected. 
He tfjorefore demined a hundred and fifty men of the utli 
Vu sillers, who happened to be passing up' the Gauges, and 
charged them with the duty of watching over the stations of 
Bbaqgulpore aud Monghyr. Ey this measure he rescued 
ltum inont peril the great highway of tba Gauges. Thus 
Ouiram was able to reach Dinapore unmolested.* A few 
days later Havelock wrote to warn the Communder-in-Ohief 
that he might ho obliged actually to Ml back on Allahabad 
it ho were not reinforced, so numerous were the enemies who 
threatened him, and so diminished the numbers of his own 
men. His wauts, however, had been anticipated. Though 
the civil authorities had striven hard to detain a large 
portion of the reinforcements for the protection of the Bengal 
districts, the earnest representations of the Commander-in- 
Chmf had shamed them out of their selfishness; and all die 
troops that could possibly be spared were already on their 
way up the river. Outran! meanwhile steadily pursued hi- 
journey, making arrangements QS Le Wtat ’ fof thfi 
tectum of the stations through which he passed On 
the 5tb of September he was able to march out ofAllah- 
abad. borne dap later, hearing that tt numher of 

Zemmdftr8 bBd the Gtrnge* from Glide and were 

threatening to cut off his communications, ho detacher! a 
small force under Vincent Eyre, which drove them into the 

7V ,im “ 1,10 what had threatened to 

develop into a sennas using th roughout the Dmtb. P r0C ead- 
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mg on hi 3 way without serious opposition, bo entered Cawn- 
pore on the night of the I5th f * and 013 the next Juy issued a 
Dirisun Order which has do parallel in military history:— 

IE The important duty of first relieving the garrison at Lock- 
dow Lad bean entrusted to Brigadier-General Havelock, G.B.; 
and Major-General Outturn feels that it is due to this dis¬ 
tinguished officer, and the stannous and noble exertions 
which he has already made to effect that object, that tq him 
should accrue the honour of that achievement- Mu [or-General 
Gutrain is confident that the great end for which General 
Havelock and his bravo troops have so long and so gloriously 
fought, will now, under the blessing of Providence, bo 
accomplished. 

* The Major-General, therefore K in gratitude for, and 
admiration of, the brilliant dteds in arms achieved by 
General Havelock and hi& gallant iruap^ will cheerfully 
waive his rank on the occasion ; and will aecompanv the force 
to Lucknow in his civil capacity as Chief Commissioner of 
Gude, tendering Lis military services to General Havelock as 
a Yolunteer. dJ 

Deeply as these words stirred the hearts of men at the time, 
and often us they have since been quoted, the absolute nn- 
&fllfiabnns8 of the resolve which they expressed bus only lately 
been brought to light. It is now certain that On tram was 
not merely resigning the glory of relieving Lucknow, And 
aagritoing the G-enurd's share of the expected prise-money, 
but, bt-Heving that this campaign would be his last, was also 
giving up the chants of obtaining a baronetcy and its accom¬ 
panying pension, thug foregoing the only hope of securing 
a provision for bis declining years.t But it is wrong to 
speak of the act as unique- It waa hut the final triumph of a 
life of self-sacrifice- 

I he lorco that was now assembled for the relief of Luck¬ 
now consisted of three thousand one hundred and saveiny-nine 
men of all arms* and included* besides the remnant qf Have¬ 
lock's original column and bceac additional comp Ames belong- 
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inp to the mutilated regiments of which it wus compoaed,* 
rwo butteries of nrtnl1ory f a fsw muivr irregular ctivnlrv, 
imd the 5tli Fni0iera and 90ll Light infantry. The 
whole was divided into three brigade^ oue of which was 
placed under the command of Neill. Thanks to the- dill¬ 
s'Ate with which Havelock had employed Lhe period nf 
his enforced inaction, little remained to lie done in . ■ rrlr 
to complete the preparations far an Advance; and an the 
Iflth and 20th the army crossed the Granges almost without 
opposition.t 

Next morning the march was begun. Approaching the 
familiar walls of Mimgtilwar, Havelock saw that he was to 
be resisted. Vigorously attacking the position m front, and 
sending a detachment lu turn it on the right, he so discon¬ 
certed its defenders that they presently gave wjiv ; and the 
cavniry, led by Ontrfiin in person, galloped in pursuit, captured 
two guns, and sabred a hundred and twenty of the fugitives. 
Pausing for a moment's rest at Ouao, the British pushed on 
to Bussaumtgunge, hi von ached there, and, resuming their 
march under a heavy downpour of ruin, crossed the Sye. the 
bridge over which hod been left intact by the flying enemy, 
and halted for the night in and about the village" of Buiitiee.' 
At six o'clock in the morning the distant thunder of the 
artillery at Lucknow, which had been heard all through the 
night, died away ; and it became evident that preparations 
were being made to oppose them; hut the city was now only 
u day's march distant; and, without a thought of failure, 
they marched on fill they came io sight of the Alumbagh. 
About tins strong position the enemy were descried, massed 
m great numbers, Havelock sent on a por[y of c&valrv to 
reconnoitre. Presently they returned, and reported that' the 
,demy's left rested cn the Alumbagh itself; while their centre 
uud right were drawn up behind u chain of hillocks The 
country on both sides of the road, up tu within a short dis¬ 
tance of their position, was covered with water Haveluck 
resolved to turn their right Bank. Eis troops, as they came 
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wit \j iu rango, were expo^ed to a withering ti r: but Eyro, 
Mantle, and Olpherts, bringing op their batteries* hurled buck 
the touiu/s cavalty and artillery ; the 3ml brigade* Laving nt 
gained drv ground, struck off the mad to lIlc leit r and 
attacked their infantry in front; Neill, with the 1st brigade* 
Mmlnped and overpowered their tight; and the 5tb Fusiliers 
stormed and captured the Alnmbagh itself. Then Outram 
dashed forward at the Lead of the cavalry, captured five 
guns, mid drove the fugitives before hi Tin to the canal. Before 
long., however, fresh guns wore brought down from the ciiy. 
and, as the pursuers* were now assailed in their turiij it beoame 
necessary to fed! back for the night on the Aluxnbagb* 1 he 
ground wlus ankle-deep in naiid, irnil the roars Lad no covering 
but their great coats i I >Lit they lay down to rest with light 
hearts; for OuLrum Lad just cold them Low their com cades 
Lad assaulted and captured DelhL* 

Next dev some annoyance was felt from a distant can' 
unmade: but no serious attempt was made to reply to it j 
l p while the troops recruited their energies, the Generals 
bilked as to what plan of attack they should pursue on the 
Havelock had all along intended to seiise the 
3sba,cross the Goomtee, and, gaining the Fyssbad road 
Kokrail bridge., occupy a building called tbs Bodshah 
l recro&s the Goomtee at the iron bridge, and thence 
ice to the Residency. By the ad prion of Shis route ibe 
fring force would have been saved horn the pedis Of street- 
ring. Tine rains,, however, had re u do red the on tin try 
Lssahle Ibr artillery ; and no alternative remained but to 
tha canal tu tho Gharbagh bridge, and pursue the road 
jig its left hank to the Residency .1' 

M '-unwhile a great, change had come over the feelings of 
besieged garrison K For some days after the lust departure 
fUngud there had been nothing to vary the monotony of 
rir life- The death-roll grew longer* More natives 
Bserted.J But ui eleven o'clock on thu night of the 22nd 
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a mau eiunc into the pd Iren cbm on l, breathless with oxelte- 
rflent, ha v i ng j li s E been hrcd upon by Lite enemy's sentries, 
ItwusLnpiid, He announced that Qutrsim and Havelock 
bad crossed^ Lite Gauges, and might bo expected witliiu a few 
dnya. The news spread like wild'flre. hiext Jut tiring was 
distinctly heard close tu tho city, Fhn spirits of nil rose tn 
the highest point] and the native portion ni' the garrison weft 
nuw nt last convinced. that relief was rcnlly at hand. But on 
the "24th the aoundg of firing became less frequent, and some 
began again to despond.* 

The day of trial da woe it at lust, Havelock rose early, mid 
spent some time in prayer. At eight o’clock the troops were 
drawn up, ready to, advance.t Their look repealed what they 
had done and s offered; but [he expression on their war-worn 
Jitces wua that of men going forth to certain viotorv.J Many 
indeed most die before the victory could he won, and it was 
bard to die on such a day an this; but, mindful of Hnvaloak's 
words, all were ready to make great sacrifices that those who 
survived might obtain great results. The baggage was left 
under n guard at the AJumbagh: tho Generals and their 
mtammed together on the map the route which lay I 
tliern ; and between eight and nine the order was gil 
advance, J 

Harassed by musketry, and raked on its [lank and ini 
by tin artillery fire, tl[e pushed steadily on to] 

the canal. The bridge was commanded by iunuimL 
sharp-shooters perched in tho rooms of the adjoining hi 
and defended by sis guns posted on Ihs Lucknow side. 

Gutrnm diverged to the right wish Ho object of brmgit 
flanking lire tu hoar on the enemy from the bank of tho eu 
Maude endeavoured to silence their guns: bm ids men] 
bo fast that be hud Lc cull again and again for volunteers . 
theinfantry; and, the n si stance being obstinately moint 
Red! at last ordered the Madras Fusiliers to charge Sc, 
twenty-five of them, springing forward before the regiml 
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wna formed up f -were dashed to pieces in an instant; bnt young 
HaYdook* who had ridden on with there, and a ringfo private 
woiidroiLtly escaped. Bulled whizzed round their heads ; 
Ipnd still the regiment was not ready. Again and again the 
private loadad and fired, while Havelock, siccing drill in his 
flnddta. kept waving Ins sword, and colling upon the rest to 
advance ; and now at lasE, dashing over tho bridge before the 
enemy could reload p they captured the guns, bavouoted 
the gunners, and entered Lucknow. 1 * 1 

The city was now awfully disquieted- From a high point 
within the entrench m on t hundreds of the citizens and even 
many of the sepoys wore seen tiring from the approaching 
doom, bojuc rushing over rise iron bridge, others plunging 


hjLu the river: hut the he siegers who remained redo u bled the 
Ibry of their attack \ and the u^iiueu of the garri^nn, n- they 
m oved n ervm 3 si y abo u 1 tI j ei r ro d m um \h [ e to l- o □ trol th eir 
excitement, and striving to catch a glimpse of the move moms 
of their friends, no (ltd hear the crush of allot and shell from 
the surrounding batteries above the distant roar nj the t?ots- 
tcniling anuiefct 

The Highlanders, after crossing the canal, moved forward 
ali 1 no upon tho Cawnporo road, to oermp\- the uttentron of 
the enomy, and there for three hours repulsed every us-satilL 
Meaitwhila the rest of the army safely crossed the bridge, 
fltid, taking the road to the right, tin an mitered little opposition 
till they came within three quarters of a mile of the Stridency, 
when they were met by a Lerrifie fire from the Kaiser Bagh, 
hut, replying as Lest they could, pushed unfalteringly on. 
midp passing a narrow bridge over a nulltth J overlooked by 
houses filled with musketeers, found shelter at la-L bun lult I j 
the walls of the Furled Buksli and the CLutter MuimL 
l 3 reselltl? the Highlanders* who hud advanced alone by a 
shorter road^ joined them. Here Outrun] was anxious to 
halt for the night, to id low the rent-guard to close up; but 
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Hareluck. airing in the ardour of tin troops, wh o could not 
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which their struggle had aroused, heard in their turn* 
with reverent sympathy, how and at what n coat they hud 
been relieved.* 
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TE£ PUHJAUB AifD PELIII, 


Hovteteb ranch opinions nsuy differ as to the decree in which 
Dalhonatu was responsible for the Indian Mutiny, it will not 
he denied thru., by hie Funjuub policy, be prepare ! tiu effective 
antidote, The extraordinary pint which that province played 
in the events of 1837 la explained bv the special character of 
its antecedent history. Its conquest had been so recent that 
the inhabitants had not had lime to forget the evils from 
winch that conquest had set them free, or to unlearn their 
ilwo nnd admiratiun of the people hy whoso might it imd 
been effected. Theyeoold not but acknowledge the justice 
0 3n ™ 1 ™ 1e ' ^e material prosperity which it Lad 

itjftirul upon then. A sue cession of abundtmi hrirveaEs 
had pot them into good humour. The deprivation of their 
arms had exercised a softening influence upon their habits. 

spec ted chiefs had been removed out of hum's way j and 
rhose who remained, remembering tlic tyranny of the Khsfea 
finny, had no desire for the success of a revolt which 
threatened to place them at the mercy of an insolent 

^ . h,ven lf ^ etB Lll<i b*n a general spirit of dis- 

affection, it would Imve bean weakened by the national 
antipathy between Sikh and Hind octant*, by the religions 
tintiptuliy Latwcfin Sikh and Mahometan. On the other hind, 
although the crusading spirit of the Khaba slnmbured, it was 

^ ^ aJ ' H ‘ ,We ™ pwoaMly disposed the popu- 

htum Dftbsplaws might be, there was danger to bn appre¬ 
hended from the turbulent hill-tribe* on the border. Dost 
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Maiomad might be tempted by t.ha knowledge of ike straits 1857. 

to which his former enemies were reduced, to violate the " 

treaty whioh ha hud lately concluded with them, More than 
ten thousand European soldiers, indeed, were quartered in 
the produce ; but the bull; of thorn were massed in the 
Peshawur valley and on the Simla bills, leaving a compare- 
lively weak force to garrison the immense tract of country 
between the Sutlej and the Indus. Of the native troops, 
indeed, the Puqfaubeo Irregulars, numbering some thirteen 
thousand men, wore known to he efficient, and believed to be 
trustworthy; but, as a set-off, there were thirty-six thousand 
Poorbealia, every one of whom might he a traitor.* 

Tn . trying, however, to calculate the strength of the Tie f^mj.nb 
opposing forces which affected the political equilibrium of 'S* 4 ™ 
the Punjirab in 18:57, we should fall into a grievous error if 
wc forgot to consider tbs competence of the British officers 
to whom the administration of the province had been ea- 
trusted. Dal ho cisie, in his partiality for the Punjaub, had 
selected the best men whom he could’find, to preside over its 
destinies; and the wonderful rapidity with which it hud 
advanced towards civilisation bore witness to hi a discern¬ 
ment. It would he hard to name any country in which a 
proportionately greater number of able military'and political 
officers have ever been gathered together. But even more 
admirable than their ability were the harmony and the mutual 
sympathy with which they worked. They had firm faith it) 
the soundness of the system that had raised their province to 
such unexampled prosperity; they were full of confidence in 
them solves, and full of admiration for each other. Above all, 
they were fortunate in possessing a chief to whom they were 
a bit.- to look up with confidence no cl respect. 

The Chief Com mission« of the Punjaub was Sir John Jaim 
Lawrence, He was thoroughly familiar with the counLry, LlWTfir "’-' 
and the people with whom he Lad to deal. He was a 
cautious, yet bold politician, a resolute sagacious man. The 
power of originating was wanting Lo his mind ; but he knew 
to w to use, and same times to improve the conceptions of 


* Fntgtinh Muting Report, jjjj, 2, ifi, 17, is, g, 4Bi 
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others. Rig broad powerful frame and missive features be- 
tokened, an incshiiiiatiible capacity far work* His ohirfloter bad 
plenty of bullla ; bn I in no net of his life was he ever weak, 
Nd^ though ho bad much kindness of heart, was ho tolerant 
ot any thing like weakness in others- He was outwardly often 
rough, harsh, and overbearing. Though, when not actually 
at work, he could bo a cheerful, even jovial companion, bo 
unquestionably lacked that charm, a charm based upon suuie- 
thing deeper than mere felicity of manner, which endeared 
bia brother Henry to all with whom be cludc in contact; and, 
though he wag a religious man, ha as certainly left upon men's 
min da the impression of a character less free from world tineas 
and self-Peking* -But, when the worst has been aidd of John 
Lawrence, it slill remains true that he was not merely an 
able man, but a good man. His bean was wholly in hi* 
work ; he laboured as strenuously as his brother* if with less- 
of charity and sympathy, for the well-being of the natives ; 
and, it he did not spare others, he nevet spared himself* 
Those who have had opportunities of observing the sterling 
manliness of his character, those who remember the un¬ 
ostentatious devotion with which, after hisr final return from 
India, he gave liiznaclf up to every good work which he cottld 
in any way forward, will never speak of him without emotion* 
W hen tlie telegrams announcing the mutiny at Meerut and 
the seizure of Delhi reached Lahore^ the capital of the 
1 unjnub, John Lawrence was on bis way to the Murree 
HiJlSj whither he had been advised, to go for the benefit of 
his health i hut he had left behind him a man who was well 
fitted to deal with any emergency that might arise, Lia 
countryman and former schoolfellow, Hubert Montgomery, 
the Judicial Commissioner, A man of singularly smooth 
manner and genial and benevolent aspect Montgomery was 
yet to the full as resolute as his chief, and more capable of 
instantly initiating a daring policy in such a crisis as had 
now anson* The full significance of die telegrams was at 
once apparent to him. India would be tost if°he Pnojaub 
were not at onoo made secure; and the security of the 
Puojaub depended in the first instance on the security of 
the great cities and magazines Mattered over it, Lahore 
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itaolf was natnrrilly hi* first eara. Its population amounted 155T. 
tn nearly a hundred thousand souls, many of whom Wfl ra 
restless SikliH and Mahometans, certain to take advantage of 
thn slightest symptom of weakness on the part of their rulers, 

The city itself was garrisoned by a email body of European 
and native soldiers: but the bulk of the troops', consisting of 
one ualive cavalry and three native infantry regiments, the 
Slst Q neon's, and two troops of European horse artillerv, 
wen- stationed at the neighbouring cantonment of Meean- 
□mar. Montgomery learned, on the Lest native authority, 
that the four native regiments were only waiting for a favour* 
ribls opportunity to revolt,. He- therefore assembled the May la, 
chief civil and military officers, and asked their opinions as 
to what ought to be done. He himaelf and Colonel Mao- 
phersnn, the Military Secretory, urged that the sepoys should 
he deprived of their am muni lion. Captain Richard Lawrence, 
tlte chief of the police, thought it better to disarm them 
altogether. After some further discussion, Montgomery 
resolved to drive over to Maean-maer, and take counsel with 
Stuart Corbett, the Brigadier. This officer fully agreed with 
Montgomery on the necessity for taking the initiative, and 
declared himself ready to deprive the sepoys of their ammu¬ 
nition, Lhougli he was not prepared tu ufiertd the prejudices 
of Lis officers hy actually disarming them, Later in the day, 
however, he came to the conclusion that the more decisive 
measure would be the wiser, and, writing to inform Mac- 
phereon of his change of purpose, ordered u general parade 
tor the fo Liu wing tuuming. 

It happened that that night there was to have been a ball ThsbaiUi 
at Meetm-mccr. It might have been thought that, in the 
midst of snub a crisis os that which now hung over the 
empire, the dancers woold postpone their amusement. But 
it was wisely flccidi'U I hut such a step would needlessly excite 
suspicion; and the guests came 03 though nothing hnd 
occurred to disturb their security. Hardly one of those 
present knew the object of the parade which was to take 
plticc on the morrow : hut the few who were in the secret 
must have thought of that fatuous ball at Brussels, from which 
Wellington started for the held ol Waterloo. 

21 * 
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EarIj in the morning the troops were drawn up on Lhc 
parade-groynd. The Europeans were on the right, the native 
infantry in the oentre, and the native cavalry on the left. 
The natives outnumbered the Europeans by eight to one* 
First of all f the order of Government for the disbandment of 
the 34i.li at Bartaokpore was read to each regiment. Then the 
native regiments were ordered to change front to the rear. 
While they were executing this manceuvrc, the 81st changed 
front also and faced them ; and the gunners, hidden behind 
their European comrades, moved round likewise, loading 
their guns m they went** The sepoys were told Llmt, as so 
many other regiments had begun to display a mutinous spirit, 
it had been thought right tn shield them from temptation by 
disarming them- The order was given to s * File anus-" The 
sepoys* momentarily hesitating, heard n strong and resolute 
voice pronounce the words, ri Eighty-firsL, load,'" and 1 unking 
up, a* their cars caught the clang of the ramrods,+ ^aw the 
English gunners in front nf them, standing by their gtios, 
portfires in hand. Perceiving the hopelessness of resistance, 
they sullenly laid down their arms. Meanwhile three com¬ 
panies of the 81 st had marched to Lahore. On their arrival, 
they disarmed the native portion of the garrison, and tout 
possession of the furt.J Xever was a more decisive victory 
gained. By that mornings work Montgomery and Corbett 
had not only saved the capital of the Punjaub,—they had 
saved the empire. 

The work of the day, however, was not over. There ware 
other Okies to be saved,—Feroz spore with ks great magazine ; 
Umritstur, the Mecca of the Ponjaub, io the inhabitants of 
which the mass of the f^ikli population would look for their 
example ; Mooltan, surrounded by noma die tribe a of thievish 
Mahometans, and commanding the only outlet from the 


* Sw plan anil i3 script bn in CataperVi Criti* m the f\tfkritb t i-in, I. 
i A writer in tin Cokmtta Rrvisv\ lah.-Jnu^ L9*t?. ,]^ 0a thiK_ Bat m ft 
Iflttcr to tb,a 7 j. Jtlly - l| p. 7, cut. 4j H fr-ii-Tn abb VTbo 1 tritfip-ft.Hflfi tlh 1 

flcane, I find wjrJa, iJ T;:,- ring nf th* EqUi>U3 HHcs t-f (in;- sU\ T lL - ||,,-v 
loaded, must h±*a canvinceii thnm {th» septiya) that, if th^ dM refuse it 
nvoflld not be t&taa quietly.” See Also fWrrnfi Mutin# fitport, p 37, 
par. dIl r 

l I$. r p* 21 1 par. % pp, SR, H7, par r 57 ; CaTc-Browur.. toL t pp. B2-I02, 
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Punjmi b to the Indian Ocean; Kimgra, dominating die bill 


im+ 


country ; Phi Hour* overlooking 1 the Grand Trunk Road to 
Delhi, and containing in it s arsenal a large proportion of the 
doge-material destined for the re-captnre of that city. To 
Lite civil authorities at these places,* and to (ill Commissioners 
and BepnLv-CommifisiooeTS in the province, Montgomery 
now issued copies of ft circular letter of warning and in* kUy 1-9, 
struction, cone]iiding with the words, 11 1 have full reliance 
on yonr zeal and discretion.^ In dm cat every instance his 
confidence was justified. The Deputy-Commissioner of the safety 
Umntaur, uure of the loyal aid of Ms agricultural population, 

Inild hifi own Lill half a company of the ftlst relieved him. » 2 d Ku^m. 
PhiUour, will eh had been left almost destitute of European " lilJ 1d ' 
troops, was sp&edily reinforced from the ueighhDuring station 
of Jtillundhiir. Kangra was surprised and occupied by a HaylA 
party cd native police.J But the policy of Brigadier Jones,, 
the commandant at Ferozepore, contras Led un favourably with 
these vigorous meftsnreSp§ Though Montgomery had in¬ 
formed him of the intention to disarm the brigade at Meean- 
meer + though he himself was stronger in European troops 
than Corbett, he could not bring himself to follow the lattsPs M#y la* it. 
example. The plan that approved itself to him was to 
separate his two native regimen^ and disarm them on the 
morrow. The usual success of half-measures rewarded him. 


One regiment indeed went quietly to the position that had ^SutLay * F - 
bsen assigned to it; but the other broke loose from control, ^ crg=<i * T ^ 
endeavoured to storm the magazine, and, though fortu¬ 
nately repulsed, succeeded, with the aid of the bndmashes* 
in plundering and burning the European buildings. All 
night long the flames raged. Next morning the urn Lingers 
quitted the stution p and took tte road to Delhi. l hey were 
pursued indeed, and dispersed with severe loss; hut some of 
them succeeded in reaching their goal.' 


* Except PluUnur, w tiers, an feu &« l know, there waajaa afrD Mtjhartty* 

f jHinr^i.iurf-f (!« ( Ltlttrs Jhmx. India t Mfiy y 1^7; ir* M r p. 

/ft p. 35, pur. S3; p. w, prir. M ; p. SB, pur. ; p- *O r W l®t lift 

§ Td pniTent nsjjconceplitm,!* ih&uM b* at&U*J that Lmu&..aat being a civil 
officer, TTifl ladapendaii of Mont^uisTy. . 

L| On pp. ISO, LU L of ths ftridolt in thu Calmtta ifowrafemd to 
ttovc Innca h defended "Ho Mpwted the B*tf tto corps,- writes £h* 
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Still even this bint scarcely mure Llie splendour <if the 
gohinvemunis of the PiLojfiuh officer? on the 1-ith and 14Lb 
of May. Within three days from the time when the tidings 
of disaster reached the capital, all the rnoBfc important poinis 
had been secured ; and thus ibe way had been cleared for the 
development of that policy which wa*- to strengthen die buhl 
of the British upon the province, to quicken the loyalty of 
the great bulk of the unlive population, and to raise up a 
mighty force for the re-eon quest of the imperial city* The 
credit of that policy has lecu generally assigned to John 
Lawrence ; hut be himself was the first to acknowledge that 
it was Hoben Montgomery who struck the first blow.* 

Meanwhile, at the great frontier-station of Pesbawur, a 
body of friends and fellow-workers were independently dis¬ 
cussing the details of a policy which was to have still more 
important consequences. 

Feshflwur stood on n small plain in the volley of the same 
name. Not a single beliding of any dignity relieved the 
dulness of its irregular streets and flat-roofed mud house*. 
The town was surrounded by a low mud wall, intended as b 
bulwark against robbers, and was completely dominated by a 
quadrilateral fortruBS p the wails of which ruse to the height of 
ninety feet above its northern face. In striking contrast with 
the mean appearance of the town was the grandeur of tbs 
surrounding scenery. The valley farmed a vast Irregular 
amphitheatre, slaty miles in length, bounded on the east fay 
the Indus, aud girt in on every other side bv hi lb, some of 
which were bore and rooky, others clothed with vegetation. 
Conspicuous above all,, two hundred miles lu the south- 


Pflvi&wtr, “ and rendered, thism vf ecmititoed nctiML H He §rc-eg on to 
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west, rose the snow-capped peak of Takht-i-Suleiman, or [i3 ^ 
fr Solomon* b Throne. 11 * 

The Conimiasio ocr of die Division was Lie ntenant-Colonel gartw^ 
Herbert Edwanies. Bipcr and more circumspect than when, 

H 3 a young Lieutenant of infantry, he had flung Li 01 self into 
that perilous enterprise a gainst Mooltan which had made his 
reputation, he was still the same gay p imaginative, high- 
apiriitdj cnthnaiastin soul. Not less sagacious, resolute^ and 
earnest, not less stem* when sternness was needed, than the 
greatest of his contemporaries, he entered along with them 
npon the struggle with a po si rive light-heartedness which was 
nil his own. In die most depressing Bessons of the crisis, 
while all his faculties were being tried to the uttermost, he 
could not help noticing the elements of comedy which ob* 
traded theinsehce into the tragedy that was being enacted 
before him i and, when the worst was over, he sketched 
them for his superiors, with a humour and vividness seldom 
to be found, in official reports.+ He had, indeed, rare 
literary gifts, which he was often to urn for the advocacy 
of measures of vital importance to the State. Like many 
other Anglo-Indian officers of a past generation, he was a 
man of strong religions convictions, and an ardent, perhaps a 
nmh supporter of missionary effort* Hid memory 10 still 
cherished "by the people of the valley4 And there is a yet 
higher witness to hi a worth than theirs- For he was the 
beloved disciple of Henry Lawrence, tho familiar friend and 
counsellor of John Nicholson. 

It was on the night of the lllh that the news from Delhi Sr*wj 
reached him. Fortunately he had In Colonel bydney Cotton* 

Lha commander of the Foshawur brigade, a coadjutor who, 

like Corbett of Lahore r was too wise to share in the amiable cJaMnbertiiQ. 

credulity of the common tub of eepoy officer^ and bold 

enough to act upon his superior insight. A thorough soldier, 

uniting the- experience of a veteran af forty-seven years 

militsrv standing to the- activity of a subalternj Cotton was 


* Hcnter'R voL H3, pp. 357, 363, 304; btocqntrl^ri p. 

iU?- CamariaiyieDtfe 

t P- }L ft f p. «i7, par. C0u 
t Cflm-JpoaUeiKfr 





328 


TEE PUN JAPE AND DELHI. [CHAP. X. 


1557 


Council hl 
Paehnwnr. 


Jpbfl 

NtffhrfflOIL 

IBS*, 


positively oveijoyed at the prospect of hard service which 
the outbreak of the Mutiny afforded bun. General Heed, the 
Commander of the Division, was tharc also, an easy-going 
officer who, while fully sensible of his own dignity, was easily 
manageable, atid accommodating enough to lei abler men 
act tor him. With the consent of these two, Edwardes 
wrote to the station of Kohat to invite Brigadier Neville 
Chamberlain, a dashing soldier and skilful general, who had 
seen more service than almost any nnm of his age in India, 
and hud acquired a great reputation as the commander of the 
Pnnjnnb Irregulars, to coine over and take part in u council 
of ivar. On the morning of the I3ili Chamberlain arrived : 
and at eleven o'clock the council met,* Besides the four who 
have been already mentioned, there was present another 
it hose look plainly told that his voice would command a 
respectful hearing in any assembly, a man of towering form 
and herculean build, whose stern handsome- face, got uflf bv 
u long black beard and grizzled wavy hair, told at once of a 
resistless power of command, on overwhelming fores of 
character, and an intellect able to pick a way through the 
most tangled mazes, or to hew down the most stubborn 
obstacles of practical life; while yet the lustrous eyes, so 
thoughtful and so full of pathos, ns well as stem, deep-sat 
beneath a massive open forehead, suggested ihe idea of one 
who was not leBS a man of contemplation thou a imin of 
action.t—Colonel John Nicholson, the Deputy‘Commissioner 
of Pesbuwnr. 

It was on the eve of the first Afghan war that Nicholson 
had arrived in India. The tragic Issues of that strand in 



January, 1842, when Ghuznue was surrendered, he wan one 
of the officers who heard British soldiers hidden to give un 
tklr arms f Asiatics. Three times, m contempt of the 
order, he alone, a hoy of nineteen, led bis tuen to the aUac k 
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rind drove the enemy from the walls at the point of the 
bayonet; and, when at last he was forced to give up his sword, 
be burnt into tears in tin agony of shame and grief * Iti 
that glorious art of Id subordination, which expressed snch a 
proud disdain for the victors of the hour, and such a hitter 
condemnation of the EUtthoriiy which had permitted surrender, 
a close observer might have discerned the promise of a man¬ 
hood io the vary faults of which there would be a mujesty, 
Even now there weft faults enough iu that heroic character, 
fur it was still comparatively young and immature ; but they 
sprang from the very vigour itud luxuriance of its growth- 
There was much in it that needed pruning* little that 
needed foieing. That burning impetuosity ; that headlong 
zeal ^ Lhat icy reserve which repelled so many : that temper 
W ],kli blazed forth *it times like the eruption of a volcano \ 
that fearless freedom of speech which gave snob offence to 
official superiors who were conscious of real inferiority; 
that awful sternness which know no pity towards evil-doers; 
these qualities needed to bt eu disciplined that they should 
find their doc and appointed place in the character, instead of 
disturbing its bulnaee* to bo tempered by a more gonial 
sympathy with erring and straying NieUp a fuller knowledge 
of the might of Divine compassion. No man know these 
faults better than did Nicholson himself. It is touching to 
see the humility with which he, who suffered so Few to know 
anvthing of bis r^al character Have the massive and rugged 
outlines which could not be hid, could wnte to Herbert 
Edwardes, after the death of Henry Lawrence, their common 
friend and master, begging for guidance, and professing him¬ 
self so weak that of his own strength he could do nothing 
good.!' know enough of his character to be able to 

imagine what he would have become, Lf lie had lived. But 
already, at the age of thirty-five, he had done enough to win 
for himself a place among the foremost heroes of Anglo- 
Indian history. Lord Dalbou&m had described him m +l a 
tower of strength." Herbert Edwitrdes said of him that he 


im. 


• Lift of Sir i/r ^u-mwK n p. 1^7. note 1 
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was equally fitted to command an army, or to administer a 
province. He bad so tamed - one of the most lawless and 
bloodthirsty tribes cm the frontier shat, in the Inst year of 
Ms rule, be bad not Lad to report avail a single attempt at 
edme* and inspired them with such awe and reverence thaL, 
when he had gone from them, they likened him 10 the good 
Mahometucis of their legendary history. A brotherhood of 
fukeera in Hazara actually deified him ; and ilie repeated 
Hoggings with which he characteristically a trove to destroy 
their idolatry served hut to strengthen their faith in the 
omnipotence of the relentless Nikkul Seym* Indeed, of all 
the heroic men whom the Indian Mo tiny brought to light* he 
was the one who bore unimatnkeably the character of genius* 
Unversed in military science, he led armies to victory with 
the certainty of Havelock* He may indeed moat truly bo 
described not os a general,, not as a 5 talesman* hut dm ply as 
a man, who* whatever tho tusk set him, was sure to accomplish 
it by the sheer force of native ability. Nor were the sterner 
features of his character unrelieved by softer traits. How he 
loved his aged mother and his younger brothers, we have 
learned from those who knew him best* Those dark eyes of 
bis, which could flash snob scorn upon the base, which could 
paralyse ibe resistance of Lbo most daring, could also 
light up with a fascinating smile when he was in the presence 
of those whom be loved, and express such a depth of 
tenderness as only the strongest natures can contain. Lsit to 
be wondered at that of such a man as this, Herbert Ed warden 
should have said to Lord Canning, " If ever there is a 
desperate deed to be done in Indio, John Nicholson is the 
man to da 

The council rapidly and harmoniously drew up its pro- 
gramme. It was settled that General Reed, as the senior 
officer, should assume command of the troops in tile Punjnub, 


*** SaaffUis mMrtjTmmf wrote be, » art Remm BflqtesIsL* Ha^b 
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and proceed to join the Chief Commissioner at Rnwnl-Findeo. 
Thus the chief civil and military power would be concen¬ 
trated iu one &pot. After what baa been said of Seed a 
character, it will easily be understood that Edwardes con¬ 
gratulated himself upon an arnmgenmint which, by conferring 
nominal cnmioaud upon a man who was neither obstinate nor 
impervious to compliment, gave an assurance that the sub¬ 
stances would be left in the hands of those best fitted to 
exercise it- It was further resolved that the important furL 
and ferry of Attack on the Indus should be at once secured, 
and that suspected Hiudostonee regiments should be, as far 
as possible, isolated.* 

Defensive measures* however, were not doomed sufficient- 
Ou first hearing the news from Meerut, Nicholson hud pro¬ 
posed to Ed war dee that a moveable column of trustworthy 
troops should be immediately organised, and held in readi¬ 
ness to swoop down npon any point iu the Pnnjaub at which 
mutiny might show itself. The plan bad been communicated 
by telegraph to the Chief Commissioner ; and ho had recom¬ 
mended it to the notice of the Commander-In-Chief; but 
Edwardcs and his colleagues felt that there was nu time to be 
wasted in official form nil ties, and issued orders for the 
formation of the column on their own responsibility;t To 
the report of the proceedings which Ed worses forwarded to 
the Chief Commissioner he added a recommendation that the 
most trusted commandants of the Punjaub irregulars should 
be authorised to enlist idemita from the Punjaub and the 
British frontier, not merely to fill the gaps made by the 
mutiny, hut also to absorb and utilise the dangerous elements 
of the population. Ho also asked leave to raise levies among 
the Mooltanees of the Perajat, whom be had learned to know 
and trust years before. Lawrence at first curtly refused his 
consent: but a few days later,, convinced by the fiery eloquence 
of Edwards that it was of vital importance to strengthen 
Peshawnr aa far as possibly ha gave way.| 


* 1 *. M. R rf pp.WAKpn r,3X 

f lb^ y oS p pure!, iy, J2- CwrapondMiefl, 

t lb. Mr. Bomrih^Mth writsa tijfi of Lard Lawrence, toI ii p. 44), 
iL bj Juhn LawTcnc#"* spccifli MuiLortEatiaD, Ed^ardsa and Nicb^bwjii + > . 
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On Hie lGlli Edwurdes woe summoned by tlie Chief 
Commissioner to attend a council at Bawul-Findees* * Re 
turning to hi& own post on the 21 at* be found u crisis 
impending. # To enable the reader to understand aright the 
events which followed, it is necessary to pre&ent- a general 
review of the state of the Feshawur Division before the 
Mutiny* 

At the beginning of May there was perfect pence in thu 
Fesliawnr valley, in the districts of Hiizara and KohtU, and 
on the mountain bonders. The population of the city itself 
were apt for treason and intrigue; but there was no open 
opposition to be feared from lliem, though they would have 
been ready enough to aid and abet bolder trajtora in murder 
and rapine. Beyond the border, however, the untamcable 
tribes of A freedoms and Molnminds wore almost all under 
blockadet for murders, highway robberies, and other crimes. 
Moreover, while, as has been said, the success of the recent 
negociations with Dost Mahomed could not quiet all appre¬ 
hensions of danger from Cabal, the skirmish ere of the Persian 
army ware still hovering on the western frontier of Candahar, 
About eight thousand native and two thousand eight hundred 
European soldiers garrisoned the valley: but of the native 
regiments only one was nt all trustworthy; aud another, the 
filth, was so notoriously disloyal that, to keep it out of 
harms way, it was broken up into detachments, which were 
sent off on the idth to three &f the outposts, Such were 
the conditions on which hung the chances of the security of 
Fctdmwur. Of what vital importance it was to maintain that 
security may be gathered from the remark of a sagacious old 
Sikh sirdar who, on being asked by a well-known civilian 
why he always enquired so anxiously about the safety of 
feshawur, replied by rolling up the end of his scarl, and 
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SrtyiQff, “ If Peshowur goes, Lbe whole Punjuub will be rolthd^ L rf 7 v 
up in rebellion like this." 1 * 

And indeed, although the officers who were responsible for 
the safety of Pesliawur never for ft moment feared that it 
would go, there wna evidence enough to aonvinaq them that 
nil their powers would he strained to bold on to it. In the 
short period of Edwordes’s absence ft success ion of plats had 
been discovered. Letters wore intercepted from Mahometan 
fanatics, some of whom belonged to Patna, to sepoys of the 
ill-tamed filth, glorifying the atrocities which had been 
already committed by the mutineers in Himlostan. aud 
urging those addressed to go atid do likewise, These letters 
also proved that a treasonable correspondence bad been 
carried on, through the medium of the 04th, with certain 
notorious Hindostanee fanatics settled iu Swat and Sit arm, 

Not less important was another letter addressed by one of 

the regiments at Toshawur to the C4tli, and given up by the 

latter to the Brigadier, because their isolation forbade them 

to act upon it. This letter contained an invitation to tbe 

fi tth to come to Peshawar, and throw in their lot with the 

senders, and contained allusions to the greased cartridge 

which, not being intended for the perusal of Europeans, were 

unquestionably genuine.t Before these diacuvcries had been UwnreM* 

made, Kichuleon had taken every precaution for the security 

of the ladies and children, and ths troasnre, and had set a 

watch over every ferry on the Indus, to prevent the passage 
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oi intending mutineers, lie new tried to persuade the chiefs 
of the valley to raise their Armed retainers for the s sip port of 
the Europeans in the coming struggle. But the chiefs, 
remem Wring the events of Kill, and knowing that Delhi 
hud fallen, refused to risk their people's lives iu a cause which 
they regarded ns desperate. “ Show us that you are the 
stronger,” they said, "and there ah el] he no lank of aid."* 
The proof which they required was soon forth doming. Q n 
the night of Edwardega return, he and Nicholson lay down 
together to rest in their dollies, feeling sure that there would 
he troubles before morning. Their presentiments were justi¬ 
fied. At midnight a messenger came in to tell them that 
sonic companies of the 55th, stationed at Ktovshom, had 
mu timed, and that the Ifllh Irregular Cavalry at the same 
place might at any moment follow their example. They saw 
at once that a crisis was upon them. Probably by this time 
(ho mam body of the 55lb, which was stationed at Murdnn 
would also have risen. _ Yet it wou& be impossible to send a 
force lo reduce them without dangerously weakening Pesha- 
wur. Moreover the troops at the latter place could not Jon- 
be kept in ignorance of what iheir comrades hud dour- * and 
then they would be sure to do likewise. Thore was 0 ulv one 
way of grappling with the danger. Before the 55Hi could be 
dealt with, the troops at Peahawur must be disarmed ; and 
afterwards the people of the country most bo appealed to to 
lurmah moo to supply their places. The experiment was 
a hazardous one; but the two friends were resolved that it 
should succeed. Accordingly they went off nt on0B tn t[)c 
quarters of Cotton, roused him from hiu sleep, and told him 
what they had heard. He saw as clearly as they the dan-era 
Which it portended. All the commanding officers were there¬ 
fore summoned to attend a council at the Reaidcnuv Bv 
daybreak they were assembled; and for two houre they 
remonstrated with generous indignation amii.ist th, j; a ' 
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After this. Cation could hesitate no longer. He decided IT"*" 
indeed to spare one regiment of infantry, without which it 
would have been impossible lo carry on the work of the 
station, and two of irregular cavalry, believing that these 
corps were free from ihe taint of disloyalty, and feeling confi¬ 
dant that ho could at any moment disarm them in case of 
need; bur. within on hour the fuur remaining regiments 
wore paraded, and ordered to lay down their arms. L'aken 
aback by the suddenness of the com in and, and overawed by 
the presence of the European troops, they obeyed without 
demur: and it is s&id til at, os their muskets and sabres were 
about to be carted away, flume of their ffritiab officers indig¬ 
nantly flung their own spurs and swords upon the piles. 

■■ Eow little worthy” wrote Edwardea, were the men of 
officers who conld thns almost mutiny for their sakes." But 
the people of the country took a wiser view of the conduct of 
Cotton and his colleagues. A few chiefs had attended the 
parade, curious to see which side would prove tbs stronger, 
but, when all was over, n.nd the English men, having quietly 
asserted their supremacy, were riding back to their quarters, 
a multitude of natives cauae swarming up, pretesting the 
warm lb of their attachment, and eager ly offering their ser¬ 
vices. From that day there was no difficulty in raising 
levies.* 

It was now possible to act against iho 55th at Jlurdun, 
who had been joined by some of their mutinous comrades 
from Now shore. Their commandant, Colonel Spottiswoodu, 
however, actually wrote to assure Colton that he trusted them 
implicitly, and earnestly begged him not tu sent! any troops 
K gi.ln.if them: but no notice could be taken o£ such insane 
generosity; and accordingly on llie night of the ‘<18 rd a small 
force started from Po&hnwur under Colonel Chute ot the 
TO th .Queens, accompanied by John Nicholson os political 
officer- On the night of the 24th the approach of the tome 
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~~ ™ suspected &t Murdan ' mid then folloirpd ad incident 

ibnn which there was none mors painfully touching in the 
whole history of the war, The native officers went to Ask 
their colonel for an explanation. They went out from his 
presence unsatisfied; and he, left alone in his room, and 
unable to bring himself to witness the disgrace which was 
to befall his men, committed sukide,* 
story ot But for those who had so abused his confidence destiny 
had appointed a more dreadful end. At sunrise on the fol¬ 
lowing morning they discerned the column winding slang 
towards Marian; and then all but a hundred and twenty, 
wlio were restrained by the threats and persuasions of the 
officers, broke tumultuously from the fort, and lied. The 
column pressed on in pursuit f: but the mutineers were far 
ahead ; the ground was so heavy that the artillery could not 
get within range ; and the chase was all in vain until Nichol¬ 
son. taking with him a few of his own police sowars, dashed 
to the front, and rode into the fugitive masses. Breaking 
before his charge, they scattered themselves over the country 
in sections and companies; but all day long he pursued 
them, hunted them out of the villages in which thev sought 
for refuge, drove them over ridges, cut down their stragglers 
in ravines, and never rested til], having ridden over seventy 
miles, slain a hundred and twenty, and wounded between three 
and four hundred of the traitors, taken a hundred and fifty 
prisoners, and recovered two hundred stand of arms and the 
regimental colours, ho was forced hy the approach of night to 
draw rein, while those who had escaped him fled across the 
border into the hills of Swat. Proclaiming themselves 
religions martyrs, they persuaded the king to take them iuto 
his service; and for a moment there seemed a danger that 
they might return with renewed strength to menace the Pun- 
jftuh. The virtual mier of Swat was an aged priest, known 
as the Akhoond. Had he espoused their cauee, and, taking 
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them with him, swept, down upon the Peshawar valley, and 
preached a holy war against the infidels, he might Lave 
kindled the smouldering religions zeal of the population into 
such a flume as would have perhaps consumed the fabric of 
British power, fortunately, instead of lining this, he ex- 
polled them from the country, only granting them guides to 
conduct them across the Indus, Then, in their misery, 
they resolved to throw them selves upon tho mercy of the 
Maharajah oi Cashmere. To reach his country, however, 
they must either pass through Hazara, or along its borders; 
and Major Becher, tho Deputy-Commissi oner, laid his plans to 
intercept them. Incited by him, the armed zemindars and 
elansmen occupied oil the passes ■ and the mutineers, finding 
(hair road eastward disputed, were forced to turn hack aud enter 
the Kotustan. But they little know the horrora of that 
inhospitable land, where the only patbB lay beneath overhang¬ 
ing precipices along ledges which seareelv afforded foot-hold 
to the most practised cragsmen; they had little food and 
little clothing, no cover from the rains and the night-dews. 

A jemadar, unheeded by his comrades, whom he had urged to 
go back, and rather die fighting like soldiers than perish like 
hunted Leasts among the rocks, committed suicide. The rest 
pushed on : but every lean's hand was against them ; and, 
after many had been drowned, nr stoned, or slain in battle bv 
the mountaineers whom Beither hounded on against them, 
nearly all the rest, now too weary aud too tamed by suffering 
to resist, laid down their arms, and Buffered the penalty of 
mutineers. Mot quite all, however; for some few purchased 
the right to exist by apostatising from their religion, or sub¬ 
mitting to slavery."*" 

Meanwhile Nicholson had not been idle. On the day MayStt. 
following his great exploit against the 55th, lie heard that h A i oaa **■>» 
famous outlaw, named Ajoon Khan, had descended from the gan-ison of 
hills, at the invitation, as wa* believed, of u detachment of 
the 64th, stationed in the fort of Afore. It seamed more 
than probable that he would take the remnant of the 55tb 
into his service, and, with Ab&sve betrayed to him, stir qp the 
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whole frontier population to attack the British power. 
Nicholson, however, was there to defy him: Chula's- little 
Column was now strongly reinforced t the frontier tribes ton 3d 
not target what it had already accomplished : and the om- 
rather than provoke a contest, discreetly returned to the 
liills, A few days liter Chute and Nicholson disarmed the 
t treacherous troop a at A has y e; and Nioholaon rode Lack, in 
advance of the col u ran, to Peshnwur.* 

I here, thanks to the wise government of Edwardes and 
Cotton, disaffection had not dared to show itself. Whenever 
the necessity had arisen for inflicting the punishment of death 
on deserters or mutineers. Cotton Lad compelled the native 
troops, to witness the execution ; and, weD knowing that the 
slightest breach of discipline would bring down the same fato 
upon tbomselves, they had stood like statues while their com■ 
radcs were being hanged or blown away from guns.f * Kvun" 
the criminals themselves/' wrote Edwardes, " gc™ed to take 
u pride in the very discipline they bad dared, and stood op in 
Hoc to be shot with the accuracy and steadiness of machines/' 
BuLbe and Cotton bad too deep a knowledge of tie people 
with whom they had to deal to trust to repressive measures 
id one. Their fearless and defiant bearing Lad so impressed 
men's minds that, if they now showed u desire to conciliate, 
they need not apprehend the suspicion of weakness. The 
mode of conciliation which they adopted was an appeal to 
that avarice which they knew to have more away over the 
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buarts of the Afghan population of the valley than even 1MT. 
die passion of religious fanaticism. A proclamation waa 
issued, authorising anyone who found a deserter to kill him, 
and take possession of his personal property. A militia was 
levied, to keep the pence, and to trotratorbaiaaco the Hindo- 
stance regiments. Unlike the mass of the Funjaubees, the 
people of the valley hud never been disarmed ; and thus 
no difficulty was found in collecting sufficient numbers of 
armed footmen. To raise cavalry was not so easy, for 
good horseB wore scarce; bnt still plenty of candidates for 
enlistment came forward. When the crisis was at its worst, 

Edward os was often to be seen in the Eesidencv garden, 
manfully concealing the disappointment which some gloomv 
telegram had given him, and 1 is toning with a humorous smile 
to the arguments with which uwners of videos or unsound 
horses tried to prove their perfection. But the quality of the 
horses was of very little importance in comparison with 
the enthusiasm and good feeling which these scones aroused 
among the people. The very men who would have been 
ready, at the bidding of the first eloquent fanatic that ap¬ 
peared, to draw their swords against ue, were converted by 
the promise of pay, the hope of plunder, and this skilful 
management of the Commissioner, into the chief props of our 
power, and lost all sympathy with the mutineers.* 

Meanwhile, in the opposite extremity of the province, a j„ ]llusJllltr 
different scene was being enacted. It has been already men- A&a 
tinned that, within the first few days after the ieiziin of Delhi, Lo,><lilJiiru;th ' 
u body of troops was sent from .Iiillundhur to reinforce 
Philloiir, But, while taking this precaution, Brigadier John- 
alone, the commandant of the troops at Jitllundlur, neglected 
to disarm his own sepoys, though every day furnished i n s h 
evidence of their un trust worthiness. On the 7th of June they n ejt 
rose. It would he needless to do more than barely note such 
a natural occurrence bnt foe thc fact that the mischief which 
it caused was not isolated. The mutineers broke up into two 
detachments, the larger of which made for PhiLlcur, where, 
probably in consequence of a pre-concerted plan, they were 
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ie5T joined by the native portion of the garrison. The entire body 
would now have crossed the Sutlej, if an unexpected difficulty 
had not arisen* A young civilian named Thornton* the 
Assistan L-Commissioner of Loodhianab, had, with cumineitd- 
nbla presence of mind, cut away the bridge of boats. The 
mutineers were obliged therefore to make for a ferry some 
three miles distant; and thus a rare opportunity was afforded 
to Johnstons of repairing bis error by pursuing and punishing 
them. But such opportunities generally serve only to piece 
the incompetence of those to whom they nre offered in n still 
June E, T lm, stronger light. Johnstone wasted much valuable time before 
despatching a column in pursuit; and, when it at last arrived 
at Phi Hour, it was condemned to inaction for want of a guide 
to conduct it to the ferrv, 

■p 

But. if the mu tin ears could afford to despise the weakness 
of Johnstone, they had yet to reckon with a man of another 
stamp, George Ricketts, the DepULy-Cummisrioner of Loo- 
dhlunnh. ft wag not rill ten o'clock on the morning of the Rth 
that he heard of the rising at Jullundhur Perceiving riie 
danger to which his own station was exposed, be resolved not 
to wait to be attacked. Fortunately the 4th Sikhs bad just 
arrived at Loodhbuah, on their way to Delhi. Ordering 
Lieutenant Williams* the second officer of the regiment, to 
march far Fhillour with three companies of his own men, u 
contingent furnished by the Raj nh of Nabha, and two small 
guns, lie himself rode on in advance to ascertain the where¬ 
abouts of the mutineers* Finding that they had made for the ■ 
ferry, he returned, and, after taking counsel with Williums, 
resolved to make an effort to intercept them. Night had 
already set In when, aftor a tedious march, ho eiime in sight 
of them encamped on the Loodbiimah aide of the forrv* 
Though taken completely by surprise, they challenged him to 
come on, and bred a volley. He sharply ordered rim two guns 
to be brought up; but the horses attached to one of them, 
maddened by the flashes and repurts of the muskets, bolted* 
Running Lack, be met and burned up the other* uiilimbcred. 
and sent a round of grape into the midst of the mutineers. 
Most of them dispersed ; but those who remained returned the 
bre; end Ricketts found his little force weakened by rim flight of 
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tile Nabha troops, who hail not stood to receive a single 
volley* Still ihe .remaining gun was admirably served ; and H 
though the mutineers bogfln to rtdIy T die handful of Sikhs 
fought a noble battle until Riuketts, finding Ids ammunition 
exhausted* judged it prudent to retreat. 

About eleven o’clock on the following day the mutineers 
entered Loud hi a nub, end* aided by Lbe native garrison ami 
the populace, attacked die houses of Guv eminent officials 
released the prisoners, plundered the native traders, and 
finndy marched for Delhi. Twiee daring the day Ricketts 
had tent urgent messages to Johns tout, begging for succour : 
butp when ihc succour at last came* it was too lute. 

Of Johnstone's conduct it Is needless to apeak. It was 
approved at the Horse Guards; it was condemned In India* 
Jt was justified by Johnstone himself m this ground 
amcing others, that be could not venture to expose his Euro¬ 
peans to the perils of undertaking a long pursuit under an 
Indian auu. But, had he originally disarmed his sepoys, no 
pursuit would have bran necessary; and it iafair to assume 
that British soldiers, the comrades of tile men who, under the 
burning sun and the drenching storms pf July, August, and 
September, fought their way from Allahabad to Caw up ore, 
and from Cawnporc to Lucknow, would have blushed to hear 
of the excuse which was put forward by their eoramandar for 
his raaotipUi* 

The action of Ricketts, too, speaks for itself. 11 is true that 
he tailed to save Loudhianah from attack : Imt no man could 
have accomplished more than he did , and perhaps It was partly 
due to the awe with which his daring had inspired them that 
thu mutineers made such haste to pursue their march to Delhi. 
It Is probable that their original intention had been to occupy 
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Lciudhinuah, from which they could have fomented insurrec¬ 
tion through the Cis-SuLltfj States, dominated the Grand Trunk 
Road T and thus delayed tha passage of Lbo troops destined to 
aid in the recapture of Delhi. Ilnt p in their hurry to leave 
Jtillundhiir ± they had taken blank instead of balled ammuni¬ 
tion, This accident alone prevented Johnstone from becoming 
a* notorious as Hewitt and Lloyd. 

It is more important, however, to point out whfiL was than 
what might have been 5 and the mutual results of Johnstone's 
weakness were bad enough. Though an accident had prevented 
the mutineers from making Lnodhiinali their head-quarters, 
their mere passage through the district caused a violent com¬ 
motion. Arson, murder* high way robbery* cattle-lifting, and 
dacoity suddenly revived; and some of tha □ benders, when 
apprehended P naively accounted for their misconduct by con¬ 
fessing that they bad believed the rule of the British to be 
over. Ricketts, however, soon restored order by a method as 
original as it was effective, h was simply a philosophical 
application of Eba old-fnBliioned principle of cit for tat. He 
mercilessly executed all who had been found guilty of violent 
crimes, disarmed the city population because they had not 
used their arm a in defence of authority, and imposed fi heavy 
fine upon them T to impress upon their minds that it was 
tbiur interest to exert themselves in the maintenance of order,* 

Another noteworthy result of the Jullundlmr mutiny 
remains to he recorded, £t had been at first deemed unwise K 
in the absence of an adequate European force, lq attempt to 
disarm the sepoys at Mooknn. Movy, however, the Chief 
Commissioner, fearing that they would rise as soon as they 
heard of the mutiny at Jullundlmr, and knowing that tho loss 
uf Moo 1 tan would involve the loss of the whole Southern 
Punjuubj and with it of the road to Bombay, determined that, 
at nil hazard*, the attempt must be made. So delicate, how- 
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over T was the task that, feeling no confidence in tile libiliCy of 
the command tin l of the static n f he entrusted it to another Dknjmiw 
officer. Major Crawford Chamberlain, by whom it was success- 
fully performed* To quote the words of the Chief Commis¬ 
sioner* f< the disarming at Mooltan was a turning-point in the 
Fun pub crisis, second only in impor Lance to the disarming at 
Lahore and Peshawur."* 

Hitherto the narrative of the Pnuiaub crisis has only Guaeml 

, n * . n , , , , politf? of tllfl 

dealt with a few prominent places at which occurred events Fiatijqeb 
too important to be relegated to the obscurity of a summary ^Temnwnt. 
review. Bach a review, dealing with the general policy nf 
the Pnnjaub G-overnmauC find the demeanour of the native 
population, it will now be proper to attempt. 

An eyewitness has eloquently described the impression 
made upon him hy the calm cheerful bearing of the Chief 
Commissioner, as he mot Ed ward es mi Chamberlain in 
council at Rawnl-Pindee.T It ie unnecessary to do more than 
indicate the most prominent fefuuree of the problem which 
hy before him, and the principle of solution which he adopted. 

He could not yet tell how far the population of his own pro¬ 
vince would be disposed to encourage mutiny, or to embark 
in rebellion. But, however loyal they might he, there would 
still be work enough for him in guarding Lb Gin from the 
hostility or the intrigues of their un tuneable neighbours 
beyond Lbe frontier. Another anxious qsiesliun presented 
itself, in connection wiLk the Puojaubce troops, of whom at 
least a fourth were Hindostnnees T Would the minoriLy 
succeed in corrupting the imijorily ? Was it even certain 
that the majority had no quarrel of their own to settle? 

Happily on these points suspense was soon at an end. In 
the third week of May it became manifest that the Pnnjaubee 
soldiers bad no sympathy with the HiiidostaneeaJ) audit 


* P M. H r pp. 50 r 53 r per, 114; pp. ll t l^par, £S. Orre-Browne, roll p, 
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10&7, WBa therefore at once resolved to add to their numbers, in 
order to com pen sate for die lussos on Lulled by m utiny or 
desertion. Thirty-four thousand new troapa nf various races, 
creeds, and diiiloOLs were thus raided; and many more would 
have been iortbaoming* if the Chief Commissioner had not 
wisdy resolved to prevent the Pimjauteea from flattering them¬ 
selves tliai they were indispensable to the British power,* 

The sepoys, us the reader will already have pErueived* were 
differently treated. At one time, indeed, Lie Chief Commis¬ 
sioner thought of disarming every regiment in the province; 
but, finding that it would nut in till eases be possible lo pre¬ 
vent the men from deserting afterwards to reinforce their cum- 
r ades at lldhij he gave up his intention, a till, ho wever, 
keeping die policy of disarming in view, as a remedy for 
hopeless cases of insiibordimitiun.t 

How to provide the sinews of war* wag a problem which 
soon engaged the attention of the authorities. Towards tht 
end of May, the CoEOtnissiuner of the Gis-Sutlcj Slui-. ^ opened 
a sis per cent, loan, to be repaid within one year 5 and, this 
mens sire was soon untended to the whole province, 'J he results 
were very significant of the state of popular feeling. While 
the eh id's, who bad already shown themselves reudv to help 
the Government with their arm a, offered liberal subscriptions, 
the wealthy bunkers and merchants contributed ns little as 
they doTEd.J 
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Special measures wsre also taken for the preservation of 
order among the nou-mtlitiiry oifisaea. The police,, vho 
from the first showed an ftd m 3 rn.li I a spirit, were strengthened; 
and, to aid them id keeping the peace^ the fendatory chiefs 
wore required to furnish conti ng^tita from their retainers 
Plunderers* when apprehended* were forced to pay lor all the 
property which they hud stolen or destroyed. Criminals were 
punished with a ruth lessors which was amply justified by the 
paramount necessity of saving the State ; though severity was 
judiciously tempered with mercy as soon ns the might of 
authority had been sufficiently ilemonstr ated. Ihe terries and 
puasagtisof the grant rivers were strictly watched; and no travel¬ 
lers who could nut give n satisfactory account of themselves 
wars allowed to paas.* Arran gem cuts wore made for securing 
the treasure in the various districts with such success that, from 
the beginning to the end of the crisis, not more than ten thou- 
sand pounds were lost. This fact is in itseli enough to show 
how admirably the Pnnjftiib officials did their work. How 
hoav v the burden of their work was, may be judged irom the 
fact that* while in most cades they managed to perform their 
ordinary duties without falling into arrears* they were elIsq 
obliged to exercise constant supervision over the past-office, 
to distribute supplies of ammunition, to keep an eye upon 
the prisoners in the gunk, to repair bridges* to collect trans¬ 
port-carriage, to raise new regiments* to provide for the safety 
of the ladies and children, and to perform a variety of other 
tedious and inglorious, but necessary services too numerous 
to he mentioned, besides holding themselves in readiness to 
accompany detachments nf troops intu the field, or even to bear 
arms in poraon-t 

The behaviour of the people of the country may next be Beh&jiom vt 
noticed. The frontier-tribes, of whose conduct such &nn» **“ P K P 1,fc 
had been enlcrtiuuud, were never reuUv dangerous, though 
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often troublesome. Tlie ineradicable restlessness nod un- 
ruliness of the Mahometans were naturally excited l>y the 
electrical state of the political atmosphere. The Sikhs 
remained thoroughly loyal 00 long as they retained eon fid once 
in the vitality of the Government. In nine cases out of ten, 
such disturbances as did arise were traced to the machinations 
of Hindostunees, So dangerous indeed were these aliens 
that the Chief Commissioner caused large numbers of them 
to be expelled from the province-*" 

On the whole* however, the people of the Pnojanb stood 
the strain of the Mutiny so well as to win the emphatic 
co m im * 1 u d at 1 u i l □ f the C hi c f C oin m 2 ssson cr* I r w ould 0 f e 0 urec 
he childish to argue from the fact that their behaviour was 
outwardly good that they 0 her!shed a heartfelt loyalry towards 
their rulers. But they were naturally disposed to respect Lhe 
power that was ■ they saw that the British were that power, 
and lufcil no idea of abdicating ; trnd they felt a kind of passive 
sentiment in favour of the most merciful, (he most just, and 
above oil the most powerful government under which they 
had ever lived. Many of the chiefs rendered valuable services, 
the most prominent instances of which have been detailed,, to 
th c Sta 1 0 which h ad pro tec te d t h cm. f So me districta remain ed 
absolutely tranquil throughout. "Where disturbances did break 
outj they were due, not to any reasonable or definite dislike 
of British rule, hut to a belief in its instability. Thus thieves, 
dacoita, and budmashes of every kind thought they saw a hue 
opportunity for pursuing their favourite avocations with im¬ 
punity. Unquiet spirits, like the Mahometans of the Murree 
Hills, whose only quarrel whb onr Government was that it 
prevented men from cutting each others throats, attempted 
to renew their hereditary feuds- Some chiefs eveu, who wory 
at heart thoroughly well disposed, seeing the apparently 
desperate straits to which their existing rulers were reduced. 


* E jI4 ft., p T I6 r fijir. 43 ; pp, 2R, 2i, pur, 14 
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began uneasily to con si dor how they should mahe their peaci 
with the new regime. 

But such instances of disloyalty or weakness of faith were 
few tmd far between. During the mouths that witnessed the 
virtual annihilation of British rutc in the North-Western 
Provinces, there was in the Pnnjimb tic great increase in the 
number of violent Grimes* while minor offences actually 
diminished : the civil courts, almost without exception, re¬ 
main sd open all through the crisis : the kml-revennc was 
paid up almost to the last rupee: the excise-taxes positively 
increased ; an-1 there was but little falling-off in the attendance 
at the Government schools. These facts arc proof enough of 
the firm grasp which the Guvomnacqt maintained throughout 
upon the province** 

One portion of the territory subject to Sir John Lawrence Ilie- Gfe- 
has not been glanced ai in the above review, because the part gatlci Stat * B 
which it played in our history was so special and important 
as to demand n separate notice. This was the i Kvision known 
as the Cis-Sutlej States, lying between the Sutlej and the 
Jumna. It was of the last importance to preserve this country 
intnet. not only because k was traversed by the final stage of 
the Grand Trunk Road to Delhi, bin also because, in thy 
absence of any natural boundary between the Punjnub and 
the North W estern Provinces, it served, to quote the words of 
Commissioner Bernes, tr ns a kind of breakwater " to repel the 
strong lido of mutiny from the east, But the task of its 
officers was rendered peculiarly difficult by the fact that the 
population, though of mixed races* were more nearly akin to 
the Hind outline es than to tile Punjaubees. Naturally there¬ 
for 0 the greater number of them sympathised with the sepoys* 

How their worst passions were stimulated by contact with the 
mutineers from ,Tulltmdhur and PMUour has already been 
shown; ancl this evil influence spread far beyond the limits of 
the Loodhianjih district. Mahometan chiefs were detected in 
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treasonable correspondence: hereditary thieving tribes eagerly 
clutched at the opportunity of renewEng their depredations i 
villagers raised disturbance^ grad refused to deliver up fugitive 
mutineera to justice; Eitid violent crimes alarmingly increased, 
though, from the intentness with which the criminal classes 
were watching tbc turns of tie rebellion, ordinal y mis¬ 
demeanours almost entirely ceased. 

But Commissioner Bantus and Ms stibordinates were equal 
to the occasion. With what energy they forwarded the 
despatch of the first British force that marched agabrst Delhi, 
the reader already knows. Ami now, with the Sikh portion 
of the population, tlie Unjahs of Butte eala + Nabhtq and 
Jheeud, and n number of loyal and influential native gentle¬ 
men on their aide, they resolutely set the el selves to stamp 
uut every symptom of revolt in their own districts. Their 
police scoured the country., and, assured of indemnity, slew 
every criminal upon whom limy could lay their Lands, 
Highway robbers mi plunderers were, in many cases, hanged 
on the nearest trees as soon ns they were caught. The 
revenue was only La he collected at the point of the bayonet; 
but iL was collected. It is need less to say that severity like 
this proved to be the truest mercy in the end* 13v the close 
of July the worst was over. From that moment the people 
began Lo return to their allegiance: and the process of tran- 
quilliantiDu. wag hastened by the passage ofreinforcements on 
their way to Delhi.* 

Hie mention of these reinforcements naturally introduces 
an account of Sir John Lawrence's imperial as distinguished 
from bis local policy,. To him Lhat hath more shall be given ; 
and the Chief Commissioner was rewarded for the hnnotss 
with which I 10 kept the peace in the Funjauh by linding 
himself able to make it contribute toward* the restoration of 
pt-ace in Hindustan. While recording the unselfishness with 
wLich ha weakened his own resources in order to strengthen 
those of the empire, it would be unjust not lo mention that 
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for the power to do so Tie? was partly indebted to the generosity 
of Bur tie Frere, tbc Commissioner of Sdnde, who sent up 
battalion after battalion to support him, and laboured through¬ 
out in support of the Punjaub administration us heartily as if 
|,c liuJ been a Punjaub officer. General Vun Cortiandl was 
sent across the Punjaub, to reconquer the districts north-west May sl 
of Delhi. To provide for the wants of the besieging army, a 
system of transport, by canal an dwaggon trains, was organised 
from Kurraehee on the western seaboard through the Fuujauh. 

Besides an abundance of stores ol every description and lbs 
greater part of the necessary treasure, John Lawrence con- v ' 
tribmed in all towards the recap lure of Delhi, six battalions 
of European infantry, a regiment of European cavalry, nud a 
considerable force of European artillery, seven hattuliooa of 
Punjanbee infantry, three regiments of Punjanbee cavalry, a 
Pnnputhce corps of sappers and minors, and a number of Sikh 
artillerymen, two siege trains, and eight thousand auxiliaries 
furnished by native chiefs,* Of this mighty array of troops, * 
the Punjaubees had been formed by nine years of hard cam¬ 
paigning along a rugged nud mountainous frontier into tbs 
finest soldiers, with the single exception of the Goorkaha, 
whom India bad over produced- When the seizure of'Delhi 
became known, many of them were absent on furlough ; but, 
as soon as they received the order to return, they set out on 
foot to rejoin their regiments, and eagerly demanded to bo led 
against tho rebels.* 

One regiment, tbs first that started from tho Fun] a ah, March 0 j tho 
indeed the first that started at all, to tho attack of Delhi, r?r 

deserves special men Lion here. Tilts was tbs famous corps of 
Guides, composed of stalwart frontier-men of all mees, men to 
whom Henry Lawrence, in the exercise of that foresight which 
discerned the premonitory symptoms of the Mutiny, had 
pointed as the best material to regenerate the effete pipe- 
clayed battalions of Hindustan, and who, likewise at his 
suggestion, were allowed to wear '* their own loose dusky 
Bhirts, and sun-proof sword-proof turbans," instead of being 
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l titprisoTiie d in European uniforms* At tlifi time of the out- 
break ctt Meerut, the corps* consisting of three troops of 
cavalry imd tiix companies of infantry, was quartered ut 
Martian* under the command of Captain Daly, On the l Stb 
of May* six Louts after receiving their orders, Duly anil ilia 
men nmrohed oul of the station, reachod Attack, thirty miles 
distent, next morning, ami, on arriving at E&wuDPindee, 
learned the welcome news that they were to proceed lil oucc to 
Delhi. On tha SJtit uf June, after njuviug at the rate of 
twenty-seven miles a day for three weeks, they marched with 
a fine swinging stride into camp ttL Delhi, and three hours 
afterwards went into action with Lbe mutineers. This march 
baa always ranked among Cm foremost achievements of tlm 
war.* 

It is now time to trace the fortunes of General Barnard 
and his army, whom we iufi enaatuptH] before Delhi on the 
night of the battle of BudJeo-ku-6erai- 

Their camp was protected in front by n line of rocky 
groom!, known us the Ridge r which extended from tha .Turn n u 
on tho loft to the distance of about Two miles, and looked 
down upon the northern and purl of the western face of ihe 
eity : At intervals along this tine stood four buildings., 

specially adapted for defence, the Flagstaff To war, a mosque, 
an observatory, and, near the extreme right, u large mansion, 
culled Hindoo Kuo's Louse, At each of these Barnard 
established picgUeta, To the right rear of Hindoo Kan's 
house lay the suburb of SuLzee-Miuadce, and beyond it again 
a cluster of villages, which, with k y promised excellent cover 
to the enemy in any attacks which they might make upon 
the camp* Moreover the apace between the city and the 
Ridge was overgrown by trees and tdirubs, and covered 
with old inoaqueH, tombs, and rums, sheltered by which an 
attack!ug force might steal imps redyed to within a few yards 
□f the cutup. Within this space were situated two build¬ 
ings, the Metcalfe house and Ludlow* castle, which seemed 
likely to become objects of contention between the opposing 
forces. 
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The city itself was surrounded by a Wall, about seven miles 1S57 - 
in extent, and some twenty-four feet in height, strengthened 
by 0 number of bastions, and poseeasing- ten massive gates. 

Around the wall ran a dry ditch, about twenty-five Feet wide 
and rather le&E Lb tin twenty feet deep. The Luuiiter scarp and 
glads were not such m to excite the admiration of the 
English engineers. Still, the fortifications, which hud been 
recently repaired* were too strong to be battered down by 
such artillery ns Barnard then had at his disposal; and the 
oily was far too extensive 10 be invested by his little force, 

All that be could da was to watch the portion, little more 
than a seventh of the whole, that faced the Hidge* The 
enemy therefore were free to go in and out of the city as often 
m they pleased. 

It will be evident from the above account that the British e. 

General bad a hard task before- binu 1 bough his position 
was in itself commanding enough, its advantages were largely 
neutralised by the features of the surrounding country: ids 
force wrm small compared with that of the mutineers : and 
he would Lave enough to do to prevent them from catting off 
his communications with the Puujaub, to which he bad to 
look not. only fur reinforcements, but also lor supplies. But 
be knew that his Government and his countrymen, ignorant 
or heedless of the difficulties which besot him, expected him 
to recapture Dulhi without a moment's delay ; ha could not 
bear to encounter die reproaches which had been heaped 
upon his predecessor: and he therefore resolved, not with the 
calm resolution of the strong man, but with the desperation 
of the gambler, to try any enterprise that offered the 
remotest chuneR of success, though Ida reputation should 
be wrecked by failure. Tu this temper he lent a ready car to 
n bold suggest]op which was pressed upon him by a knot of 
umbi Lions su bake ms under his command. 

Amongst tbe younger officers was a clever lieutenant of trie |jr&ji<n*4 
Engineers* named Wilberforce (jreathctL Feeling confident 
thut the city could be taken by a cQnp~d^m£tin l he argued 
bis point so forcibly, that Barnard ordered him to draw up a 
detailed plan of attack in concert with two other Engineer 
officers and that Lieutenant Hudson whose marvellous ride 
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Itoks TTimnnl to Meerut, and from to T_: jnhnl 1 n 1 l bad 

brought him prominently into notice. The plan winch they 
agreed op on was that, nt half-past three od the morning of 
tbc l'2th of June, twu of r b ct gates nearest to the Hi digs should 
bi-- blown npen T and that, immediately after the explosion, 
two columns should enter the city, pn^s along the ramparts 
to right and left, tak- possession of the successive hnat.i na 
with their guns, and finally communicate with a third, which 
■was to advance to the palace.* Barnard approved the 
scheme, and issued orders for it* execution But an accident 
prevented il from L'L'hjg even attempted. Brigadier Graves 
was field-officer ol the day. an A as snob received mi order to 
move off rhe Europeans on picqual, who were to form part of 
the attacking force. As, however* the order was not given in 
writing, and as ho was mi willing to entrust the picquet duty 
to mi;Lives, be galloped to Barnard's tent for further instruc¬ 
tion?, :mdj tolling him that, al though it might he possible to 
take the city by surprise, it would b< impossible to hold el 
with itseh a small i'-'-Tce,. then and there persuaded him to 
abandon the enterprise. The columns, which had already 
advanced some distance* were therefore recalled., Hudson 
was naturally furious at the interference which had ilia- 
appointed bis hopes, and spoke of it 11 s tint disobedience of 
orders f ; but there cun be no doubt that Graves was per* 
feed y j lesI i Bed in avsii El tig him ad f of t li i 1 i u fo rmal charnc ter 
of the order which be bad received to go and dissuade his 
chief from wlrnl he regarded ns a hopeless venture. 

Grejillicil, however, wns not to he cl ms baffled* Two days 
later he presented to Barnard n revised plan of attack, to 
consider which a council of war was summoned for the 
13th. The military officers were almost unanimous in assort' 
jug that k would bo madness to make the attempt before 
the arrival of a reinforcement of at least a thousand 
men. On the other hand, Commissioner Great bed, who 
represented tbn Lieu tenant-Governor of ibe North-Western 
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Pmmoefl, strongly urged that uach a. dulity would encuurugu 
tho disaffected, and weaken the confidence ol the native allies 
of the British (iovemment, The council broke up without 
coming' io unv decision, but re Assembled on tba following 
liiiv. Brigadier Wilson and General Reed* then expressed 
themselves strongly opposed to undertaking rim assault even 
rm die arrival of the first instalment of the expected roin- 
forccments. The chief reasons which they gave were, that, 
a -5 nearly the whole force would be required for the enter¬ 
prise, the camp would necessarily bo left exposed to attack ; 
that, even if the assaulting columns should succeed in forcing 
their way into the city, they would run the rihik of being 
destroyed by the superior numbers of the insurgents, who 
hod shown that they could fijjht resolutely enough behind 
cover; and that, on political no leas than on military 
grounds, it would be prudent to wait, inasmuch as by the 
adoption of such a course a large force of mutineers, who 
would otherwise be free to spread fire and sword through the 
surrounding country, would be kept inactive within the city. 
Influenced by these argument, Barnard, who from tho begin¬ 
ning bad never known his own mind, abandoned the idea of 
Lhe assault. A few days later, indeed, Wilberfbcco Greathed, 
pointing out that the mutineers would soon be strongly 
tl * 1 Enforced, and that, if Delhi worn not speedily reduced, 
Agra would most probably be besieged, made a last attempt 
to obtain the adoption of his own views r hut iu vakht 

B h probable that, if thy assault had been delivered, ns 
originally intend ft d, on the morning of the 12th, not only 
would the city have beau taken* but ic would have boon hcld + J 
There were not more than seven thousand sepoys within 


* On A«.nn<i r fl death* Reed had i: di^iC« down fr-.- Ijj RnwuJ. FindiM to t up 
tho rifleo of Fr :vi -i -1ml (Juiiimiiulcr-lli-OhifiJ ; but ill health pruvmibed bLui 
Iron] raklm* mti ji r*tiv,> part in the work of tho 

t Kajo (voL il. j■ i■■ 53iS-7, 5dU, 540). givOs lung ortr-acta from tho m-imo- 
rftfidu wlikh tho fjfflb'pj'!-ihih before tho council 

t IlcUatm, 214. ftr&athed'a fitter# written during if i“ Soj?c of Delhi Y p. 

1 IU. &!-j aUe a letter written 1 jv Eaird Smith to n trk'cid, and published in tL. j 
Time* of Mny 11, IhtiS* jl U, col “I, S. .1 Llh Lii^rc-nhohoviKl. si ran infor- 
m-uion which bo had I’ecfliTed, that tho city mi^hi have bodii taken if it had 
Ih'-on attacked UiUHirttiittely after the viotorv hi DadOco - ka - ^oraL Temple* 
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the city ; while the available BriLisEi soldiers numbered two 
thousand** There is gund to warn to believe Lbui; the lot ter 
would have been strong enough to overcome the resistance 
of the former 1 i and it is certain that, from eke hulk of the 
citizens, they would hove met with no resistance at fill* 
Moreover, audacity counts for eo much in Indian worfore 
that* even if they hod been too weak in themselves, Lie awe 
inspired by the suddenness and swiftness of their attack 
would probably hove given them tho victory. On the other 
Laud, though we may believe* we cannot he sure dint they 
would have succeeded ; imd, if they hud failed, the results 
would have been enk mi terns. 

Tito more important question, wheLiter the early recapture 
of Delhi would have been politic ally useful, may ha answered 
decidedly in the affirmative* Tho great argument of those 
who opposed the assault was, ihat its success would have 
allowed the mutineers; to disperse. and raise disturbances in 
the surround mg country. Even if this had been the case*, 
however, the expected reinforeamunts would have been avail- 
uble to destroy them. Moreover Liny temporary inischiof That 
might have ensued would have boon more than counter¬ 
balanced. The timely iecouc]ueat of tbe imperial city, bv 
affording bn undeniable proof of the enduring vitality of the 
British power, would have at once removed the strain upon 
the Punjaub* might have at once extinguished the Ere of 
insurrection throughout the North-Western Provinces, and 
would at least have set free p to tread out any embers Lfukt 
might have still continued m smoulder, a host of British 
soldiim who were destined to perish fruitlessly in n long 
s&rics of tedious combats on the Eidga. 

Meanwhile the enemy were taking full advantage nf the 


4 Huil <i n n p, 23^ nui turta. Eodsoa wasi dUet of ibe Intelligent^ Depart¬ 
ment, mil may ttorekrc hr, rogardod ah an authority .iq tliin paint, \n,jto 
WUonkmi 3 BMW Hurxi^J U a iitiLlaiiicnt prepartfil by iJ.nbos™ hj it, Ri'Jnh ATI 
(Aug. U. ldaT) flays - eel iuuu 4 munberE th-' ami W™ m&v l-H^stua .tv J 
4/MHT Cavalry and 1 3,0X1 IaJAist!ry. Ths mt, h;i T 1/nXi CxvuZrv md j um 
Iniamry, arr- mdiRctplinad levies - f up ncet-ma »t «fa i LT , tT \ 

Secret Ltttrvfi /rum India , A to QeL 1N.T7, ^„ 12R, 

t Am tfir nuu.- rii-aL dfHt-nipaiLcv between the c^titondiag forces WilH ^ 

City **-i at hudlHti-lfc, Et lb fair tu feHgmEm thatfcb* eabamm kt-udud 
tir sfcn Asaiinlt uf tliii 1-til of Jl.ELD would Urc sucreodod at leauL ns well eh 
Ihcz* which made thu ftetuil imudt on the H:Ei ol Se^wnbar. 
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respite which their opponents hud afforded them, Od the J — 

i at L: they muds an attack on the camp both in front and 
rear, but ware beaten hack, and pursued up to rhe walls of mHm: r r 
ilic city ; while the Metcalfe House was wrested from them, 
strengthened by a piequei, and placed in communication with 
the post at the Flagstaff Tower. Notwithstanding this 
failure, they made three several attempts to capture Hindoo L - 
Eao's house, the importance of which they fully appreciated, 
hut wore uniformly repulsed. On the 17th the British 
assumed Lho offensive, and succeeded in destroying a battery 
which their opponents ware erecting with the object of 
enfilading the Ridge, Two days later the enemy made J™ i!>. 
another attack on the rear, but were again defeated. 

After this week of fighting they rested awhile, but otdy to 
prepare themselves for a greater effort. The Lenten ary of 
Pina soy was approaching; and their priests and .astrologers 
bade them be of good courage, for on that day the empire of 
the Feringhees was fated to be overthrown- Relying on 
these ikssurances, and fortified, like the besiegers of Arcot, by 
copious dnmgbts of bhang, they marched out of the Lahore Jo»** 
gate at day-break, and passed the British right, intending to 
attack the camp in rear; but, finding that the bridges over 
the Xujnfgurh Canal bad been destroyed, they were forced 
t0 return to the Buhzeo-Mundae. There a desperate struggle 
was maintained. About noon a determined attempt was 
made, supported by the heavy gnus thundering from the city 
and the suburbs, to capture Hindoo Ruo s house; and, 
though the 00th Rifles, tba Hoorkahs, and the Guides offered 
h nobk resistance, Major Reid, who commanded the post, 
was barely able to hold his ground until reinforcements 
arrived. Then the ride began to turn; and the enemy, 
again and again repulsed, fell back at sunset on the city, 
having lost over Llirec hundred men,* A permanent result 
of the day's fighting was the capture of a building soma 
distance to the right of Raid's picqnet, called the Sammy 
house, at which a body of Europeans was thenceforward 
posted. This success, following the destruction of the 


* Reid's Lttten ainl Notts, qtifcted by Kaye, vaL ii. p. eS5, nuts. 
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bridges over the Nujnfgurh Canal, mode it impossible for the 
rebels to attack the rear of the camp without undertaking a 
long circuit.* 

The prospects of the besieger b worn now beginning to 
brighten. ReinforccmBjits had just arrived; and more were 
to follow soon. On the day after the Con tenary of Flas&ey K 
Neville Chamberlain, who hud Landed over the comm Find of 
the Punjaub Moveable Column to Nicholson, came to assume 
tbe office of AdjututiL-GenumL The more eager and daring 
spirits rejoiced at the coming of one who. they bad good, 
reason to bop a, would breathe a more fervent spirit into the 
counsels which directed theirs, H He ought/ 1 wrote Hod&on 
Bxnltfcigly, “ to be worth a thousand men Lo tie." t Another 
amval t too, was hopefully awaited. The Chief Engineer was 
no longer tit fur duty; and Colonel Baird Smith s who presided, 
over the great engineering college at Eoorkheo, was sum¬ 
moned to take Ms place. Rapidly organising a body of 
pioneers, and collecting a supply of engineering tools and 
stores, he travelled down eis fast as horses hud elephants could 
carry him, stimulated to greater ypeed by el message which 
reached him on liis way, telling that Delhi was at last to be 
assaulted. But his has to was all in vain. On his arrival ho 
found that Barnard had postponed the intended enterprise, in 
the belief that he was himself to be attacked in great force on 
the very morning af the appointed dev. The enemy had 
just been reinforced by the mutinous regiments From Rahil- 
ciiiid j and i hough, hs it turned out. they did not ■’larry out 
the threat whiuh Imd alarmed Barnard, they made an expe¬ 
dition on the evening of the same day to Alecpore, intending 
to intercept soma British convoys. They failed, indeed, hi 
their object; but the mere fact of their being able to make 
the attempt showed the besiegers the danger to which ihuir 
communications with tbe Puujaub were expo?ad. The 
engineers therefore set to wurk to remedy the evil, Lind 
succeeded m destroying a number of bridges over the 


t lludfR-a, p. 210. 
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Western Jumna Canal, and two over the ^fujufgtirli 
but one over the latter, and the bridge of boats tr 
Jumna, by which the rebel reinforcements, as they arrived, 
were enabled to in alee their wav into the city, resisted every 
effort Tor their destruction.* 

The British reinforcements had not come a moment before Disney- 
thuy were n&ed^di for* though the snemy hud failed m ^vtiry Barnaifil 
object which they bud undertaken, Barnard bad as certainly 
failed to make the slightest visible impression upon the city. 

He could not help seeing that he was in reality not besieging, 
but besieged. Hu bad not been able to silence one of the 
hostile guns. If the enemy were inferior to his troops in 
close fighting, their artillery practice was superior; their 
stores of ummunition were virtuslly inexhaustible; and they 
too had been reinforced, and reinforced in far greater 
strength than their opponents,t Barnard's victories, while 
yielding no useful result, bad been dearly bought. I tom the 
30Lh uf May to the 30th of June, the Rides alone had lost a 
hundred and sixty-five men, killed, wounded, and destroyed 
by disease.! 

How bitterly conscious Buru&rd was of his own short¬ 
comings, is evident from the eagerness with which he 
endeavoured to make his Government and bis own friends 
appreciate his difficulties. He must too have felt that lie 
bad lost the confidence of those who served under him. The 
omuse wns nut simply that- he had failed. Soldiers seldom ask 
themselves why they trust one leader, why they distrust 
another- But up to a certain point they are ns iufdliblo 
judges of the qualities of their commander as school-boys are 
of the qualities of their master. The exp lunation of the 



* Cut^Etowp^ Tdl IL |r 14; N’ormum p ; n^nOTi, p, 

4 I; was ihc opinion oJ Jnhtt E*wrftnfie tSiat Delhi w-inld 

In-.'-in liL' p. hfl ido. nnHj- in July baiU r the material M ujd r moot mbra n 
t| n . m-Tpal ethnuEHr gkrim 1- ths nLiiim^-rB hj thu rBlnfcreammliii from 
JhJluiidtiur and B*TH£% t whlDb BiJy the imbecility of JuhltrfcffliB md 
alleiWDd io irri th-. « tic-nert I Uvwiit" he wrote, "mighl well Uje Bparod nt. 
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distrust with which Barnard wna regarded is dimply Lb at he 
distrusted himself, elu( 3 therefore allowed himself to bo swayed 
biLber and thither by mutually antagonistic advisors-* 

But 1 if be had failed to inspire men with confidence in hie 
powers as a general, he inspired them with something Uikin to 
I g ve fo r L i m self as a m an. In Lb e mids i o f a) 1 his 1 ah o ura. 
bis troubles, and his anxieties, he remained the perfect 
gentleman* the courteous, open-handed host* tbo thoughtful, 
tender friend* Hudson h&s feelingly related how one night, 
when he chanced to awake, he found the kind odd man 
standing at his bedside, carefully covering him up from tbo 
draughts He let the humblest of Ills soldier* know that he 
felt for their sufferings, and took n pride in their valour and 
endurance. While he thus endeared himself to all, he won 
their respect by his conscientious, performance of duty* His 
annic lv and bis failing nerves would not suffer bite to sleep ; 
and therefore! while lift remained to him, he worked on day 
and night alike. The coming of Baird Smith cheered him ; 
but his end was evan then approaching ; for on the 5th of 
July he was struck down by cholera and before night he 
died, 

The vexed question of assault was now reopened. Baird 
Smith, finding that it was ns yet impossible to undertake a 
regular siege* on account of the paucity of gras and the 
insufficiency of ammunition, submitted a plan of attack to 
Reed, who had succeeded Barnard.! Valuable time, how¬ 
ever, was lost in working nut tbs uece&sary details; and the 
Gcheme was allowed to drop. On the l7tb r Reed, who bad 
been in wretched health since the beginning of the aiogti, 
made over the command to Wilson. 

T3ie new chief was a good officer in hh own branch of the 
service, und could boast that he bad already won iwo battles 
over the mutineers; but neither in heart nor iu bead wan ha 
strong enough to sustain a burden under which his two 


* An e npiiiDf-r offloeT wriiitig to \he Times. Scjit. 1, 1BS7 P p. col 15, itvta 
tslbi, Eayi:"Tlw graat want in l]m {un action fcnighi bn June JHj), tk- in all 
out jicUdelh, itjl£ Ihn- wimt. of i % had^ ufflcDii Lund on th-sir parties withoitt 
any method cr liiTJingerDerjL." 
t HodifrS^p, 207. 

$ J im&M May Ll t 1037, p, C r .ccL 2 . 
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predecessors had succumbed witliin sis weeks. Great men 
of fiction have Buffered from sensitive nerves more oiten than 
the world suspects; but they have become groat hv learning 
to hold their nerve force under control. Tbti», however, was 
precisely what Wilson had not learned to do. He all°" etl 
himself" to be irritated by trifles, not only out of his 
equanimity, but also out of his urbanity. Yet it is certain 
that many expected great results from bis appointment. 

Hardly, however, had he succeeded to the command before 
he begun to think of retiring from Delhi altogether. The 
thought did not, indeed, originate with him. Even Harvey 
Greadied had suggested that the army would be belter 
employed in restoring order in other parts of the country 
than in fighting battles that led to no result. Bmvl rimitb, 
however, representing that to retreat would be to abandon 
communication with the Punjaub, and to withdraw Lbe 
protection which the army in its present position afforded 
to thuL province, entreated Wilson to remain. W3*m was 
sagacious enough to sec the force of these arguments and *** 
wrote to John Lawrence, declaring his resolve to stand lus 
eround to the last, and begging for reinforcements. 

The most trying period of the so-called siege had now een •^uifprlrigB 
reached The"rains had set in ; and men wetted to the skin G 1 tbs nimy. 

often found, on coming off duty, that their tents were water¬ 
logged. Owing perhaps 10 abundant food and water, the rate 
of mortality was indeed far below that recorded in Havelock » 
campaign * but still there was quite enough sickness to 
impair seriously the fighting strength of the farce, W dsou s 
™ was of the finest mettle: but the beat troops would 
deteriorate after fighting, on an average, three battles a week 
for six weeks without making any apparent progress towards 
their object; and it was clear that the men wore losing their 
discipline. Wilsons best title to praise m that be set himself 
resolutely to remedy this state of things. He insiated on tbo 
men wearing their uniforms instead of turning out m their 
shirt-elecvps, as they bad fallen into the habit of doingi he 
organised a regular "system of reliefs in order to give them 
the greatest possible amount of rest; and above alt bo 
expressed bis resolve to protect the camp-followers, whom, in 
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their unthinking hatred of the co Loured races, they had 
treated with insolent cruelty,* 

Meanwhile the fighting on the Ridge had been maintained 
cdmaaL without a pause* From every part of die country, 
from Jhtiusij from Baj poo tuna, from the Pun j nub, from 
Central India, and from the North'Western Provinces tho 
mutineers had been and were slid streaming in their thousands 
into Delhi; and it was the custom that each instalment of 
the reinforcements should go forth saon after iLs arrival p and 
prove its title to share in the honours of the garrison by 
attacking the besiegers. Thus attacks were persistently made 
on the right and on the rear; while cannon thundered from 
the walls and Jrom tho enemy + s batteries; and the crack of 
musketry eon dnu ally re-echoed among the houses of the 
suburbs. It would need an epic to tell of the deeds of 
valour and of self-sacrifice that were performed! here and 
chore cm the side of the mntinoers, every where on the Bide of 
die British. If hope long deferred was beginning to tell on 
the discipline of the latter, it could not weaken their spirit. 
In abt weeks they bad fought more than twenty battles+f 
The sound of the alum became familiar to those who had 
never heard it in previous campaigns.! Al ^Y hour of day 
or night the warning note might be heard; and them as the 
emtmyVinasses came swarming io the attack, officers were to 
ha seen hurrying to their tents to buckle on their arms, 
horse-artillery gallop mg to the front, foot-soldiers of divers 
complexion!^ and weiring divers unifonuSj pressing forward to 
defend the threatened point. At Hindoo Bau's house Reid 
held his own as stubbornly as over with a handful of rifle¬ 
men and his regiment of wardoving Goorkahfi. On the left 
and rear Hudson kept watch with an eye which nothing could 
escape, and* at whatever point Lhe battle might be raging# 
was sure to appear in moments of difficulty, and restore the 


- Hodwin-pp- '1±\ 20?i i if's'Atiied, pp. 115,1&5: Tdmliftlft Ltiitn writum 
tftrrijip the Sfepa of Delhi, p. M - Cunre-BniwiiB. v«l. li. p. Jl3’ Hiffetm, pp L 1EU, 
15E, lM; Zfwtnyvf tiui Mt$c nf £Mtf ly ojj sflffn- ,■ wL wnitf ihrit. pp, 110. 
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fortunes of the day by swift counsel or strong succour.^ 
And there were ninny other nameless heroes who, each in his 
own sphere, contributed to make ultimate success certain. 
For, towards the end of July, it was plain that invariable 
defeat was breaking down the confidence of the enemy.t 
While their attacks became less spirited, the British added, 
foot by foot, to the ground which they held, until the Subzee- 
Hun due was in their power; and. as the mouth passed away, 
there was a general Lull. 

But when would the great object be attained ? W hen 
would Delhi iiseli fall ? Wo can only imagine from a word 
let fall hero nnd there the bitterness of delay which all, 
from the General down to the meanest private, must have 
tasted in those days. “ I confess" wrote one whose heart 
never failed him, " 1 confess sometimes it requires oil one's 
trust in the God of battles, and all the comforting and 
sustaining words of those nonrest and dearest to us, to bear 
up boldly and bravely through these weary days."j lint 
utterances like these were simply expressions ot a longing 
for tho sympathy of some loving heart by men who would 
have scorned to utter a word of complaint to others. In 
the darkest days a tone not only of cheerfulness, but of gaiety 
pervaded the camp. In the mesa-tents, however rude the 
tabic might be, however homely the fore, talk flowed as 
freely, jests were bandied as merrily as over. Off duty, officers 
and men kept up their spirita by riding pony-race^ or playing 
cricket or quoits. There waa a marvellous sympathy and 
good-fellowship among all ranks. The gallantry of tho 
Goorkalis and the Guides had made them special favourites 
with their while comrades; and some times a British private 
tmd a frontier-man mighL bo seen sitting aide by aide, each 
puffing gravely at hia pipe, and talking in hie own dialect, 
without understanding a word ol what his companion said. 
Wounded officers were carried out on their coucLob in the 
evening to enjoy the air, and listen to the music of the bands. 
Nor were the irico in hospital forgotten. They knew that 


* Great tull. p. 1-2. t IMioOi pp. 212, 24k 
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they might reckon npon their comrades coming totmd in 
leisure moments, to smoko ft pipe with them, anil chat over 
the events of the day. Tbs spirit of ike sufferers was niTmir- 
able* One man, who had only a few hones to live, cheerily 
told an officer that ho knew he would soon be up again, and 
ready for another brash, with die mutineers. There was 
indeed a darker aide to the picture* Thoughtless lads were 
heard to say that every Poorbeab in camp ought to he put to 
death ; ignorant soldiers too often repaid the camp*followers t 
without whose services, given at the risk of their Eves, they 
could not have existed fur n day., with brutal words and savage 
blows ; and few of their officers eared or ventured to res train 
them, even if they did not set them the example. But, 
while do good man would think of defending suck things, no 
thoughtful man, remembering the circumstances of the timOj 
would bo extreme to condemn them.* 

Meanwhile the people of Delhi Lad had ample opportunities 
for reflecting upon (he comparative advantages of British and 
of Mogul rule- One of the King's sons, the Shahzada, Mircn 
Moghul, bad been appointed Commander-in-Chief. Elis 
troops, though not so unmanageable as might have been 
expected, were perpetually squabbling with their officers, and 
bad to be coaxed into the performance of their duty. As time 
passed, and they foiled to dislodge their opponents, numbers of 
ihem deserted. Those who remained became daily less sub¬ 
missive to discipline, and more regardless of civil authority. 
Swaggering into the bazaars, they plundered the shops, and 
bragged of imaginary exploits to unarmed listeners, who, for 
tiheir lives, dared not contradict them. The King was besieged 
by petitions from respectable citizens, complaining that the 
sepoys burst into their houses, and debauched their wives and 
daughters; but fie was powerless to punish the offend era, or 
to grant redress to the snfferers. ** Repeated injunctions/ 1 ha 
wrote, *- have been issued prohibiting plunder and aggression 
in the city, but all Lo no purpose/* The rapacity of the sepoys 
indeed was not without excuse; fur the poverty of the King 


* Uedhayi pMS* Gfl ? ttwivryof rht Sirsj* % cm Q$ r«r rib tfrtmd 
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was suck that they conld hardly geL any pay. ftay, while 
rebuking them for plundering, he waa himself driven to extort 
loans from the unhappy merchants. At last a elaver snbahdiii 
of artiU.trv, named iJukkt Khan, arrived with the Bareilly 
brigade, and, favoured by the Sing, who wna nettled hy the 
haughty and overbearing demeanour of Mirza Moghul, 
took command of the army. But even Bukhl Khan, though 
he did his best to restrain the liaentious soldiery, could effect 
little without support. Moreover Mirza Moghul could ill 
brook the deprivation of his command; and the sepoy* 
clamoured for the iliamfr ral nf the siihahdfir. It waa finally 
arranged that the army should be divided into three brigades, 
of which Bulrlit Khim should command one, and Mirza 
Moghul another. The quarrels of the rival chiefs ware 
imitated by their inferiors- The cavalry were split.up into 
numerous factions. Mahometans insisted on their right to 
daughter tine, and fought with Hindoos in the streets: while 
nil who had anything to lose cursed the sepoys, and mourned 
over the downfall of the British Kaj, 

The King, though he felt that he was impotent to exert the 
powers of sovereignty, tried feebly to support its external 
dignity. From time to time he tuok his seat upon tbs throne, 
and held durbars in the hall wherein hia dread ancestors bad 
given audience- A few weeks before, the highest English 
officials had bean accustomed to dismount at the entrance of 
the passage leading to the hall, and to salute him, ns they 
entered, with all the respect due to the representative of tin 
ancient dynasty i hot now sepoy officers galloped up to the 
very door', and, striding in with their swords clanking, sat 
down on the cushions, side by side with chiefs and courtiers, 
and insulted him to bis face. On one occasion some hundreds 
of hungry sepoys rushed into the boll, and, thronging round 
him, demanded that ho should imprison bis sons, who had 
embezzled their pay, and swore that, if their pay were not 
given to them, they would murder him and his family. In 
the surrounding districts, as in the city, his authority was 
despised. The mutineers were strong enough to have 
detached parties to awe the population into obedience ; hut, if 
any of their commanders had the wit to perceive the necessity 
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of fliicfe a step, the spirit of disstinsioH was too strong to Admit 
of ita execution. The King tried to find a solace for the 
miseries of bis lot by describing them in doggerel verse: 
“ The army surrounds mc, M he complained,, ,f I have no peace 
nor quiet; my life alone remains, and that they wiU soon 
destroy/' At last, in his mi aery, ha declared that he would 
abdicate, and sent consolation in a religions life. u Wearied 
and helpless/ ha wrote* " we have now resolved on making a 
vow to pass the remainder of oni days in service accept able 
to God, and relinquishing the ritls of sovereign fraught with 
cares and troubles, and in our present griefs and sorrows, 
assuming tbs garb of a religious mendicant, to proceed first 
and stay at the shrine o£ the saint Khwaja Sahib, and* 
after making necessary arrangement for the journey, to go 
eventually to Mecca/ 1 

But the restless intriguers who surrounded him still hoped 
to retrieve their lost cause, Emissaries were despatched to 
gain over native prineea. Eloquent munlvies docked from till 
parts into tire city, and* from the pulpits of the mosques, 
preached a war of extermination against the inJldeJs. It 
was announced that Lhc Agra fort had been captured by the 
Xeenmcb brigade; and a salute of twenty-one gnns celebrated 
the imaginary exploit. The disheartened sepoys were told 
that help would soon reach them ; and on the 11th of August 
Miraca Moghul, as though to give additional force Ld these 
assurances, issued a magniloquent order* in which be boasted 
that, 11 in three nr ibur days hence* pleast God, the whole 
ridge will be taken, when every one of the base unbelievers 
will be humbled and mined, and will be sent to hell/ 1 * 

Long before liris period had been reached* a controversy of 
historical interest, relating to the siege, hud m^n in the 
Punjanb. So early us iho 27th of May, Edwordea, who looked 
wkh a longing eye upon tho goodly rainforooments which bia 
chief was preparing to despatch agAiost IlsJlih begged him to 
divert a portion of them ibr the relief of Peshawar. " Ton 
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know," "be pleaded, " on what a. nnst of devils we stand. Once 
let us take our foot np, and we shall be stung to death. But 
Lawrence had more fear of the devils in Hindustan. Delhi 
was lost. Within its walls were gathered together the arch- 
traitors, the ringleaders in mutiny. It was the focus of 
rebellion, the vital point upon the recovery of which was 
staked the honour, nay the very existence of the empire. lie 
might have sold, in the spirit of Queen Mary, “If I were to 
die now, the word ' Delhi ‘ would be found engraven upon my 
heart-” His voice had been the loudest to urge ite recovery. 

He must bend nil his strength to support those who were 
marching against it, in obedience to him. When, therefore, 
he saw that its recovery might bo o question of time, ho was 
onlv the more firmly resolved to continue his support- On 
the" 9tli of June he wrote to lull Ed ward es that, if the besiegers 
should be in danger of failing for want of reint'orcements- he 
thought of sending the European troops in the Peshawur 
valley to help them, and asking Dost Mahomed to occupy the 
valley with his troops, on the understanding that, if he proved 
a faithful ally, it should be ceded to him in perpetuity. “ Pa¬ 
sh »wnr," he said, “would accomplish his heart's desire, and 
would do more to make the Afghans friendly to us than any¬ 
thing else which we could do, |L One thing,' he added 
“ appears to he certain, which is, that if disaster occurs at 
Delhi, all the native regulars, and some of the irregulars 
(perhaps many), will abandon us. 

Edwardes was amazed at the proposal ; and Nichols uu at id 
Cotton shared hia feelings, He knew indeed the importance 
of Delhi; hut his own station was nil in all to him. He spoke 
of it as the anchor of the Pimjaub, the removal of which Jana II. 
would allow the whole ship to drift to sea. Ho ridiculed tire 
idea that Dost Mahomed would allow himself grateful for 
the cession. Bather *' he would assume our day to be gone in 
India, and follow after us as an enemy." 11 Europeans cannot 
retreat," he urged ; fl Caubnl would come again." 

Lawrence treated these arguments with the respect which 
the experience of their author demanded; hut he was not 
convinced by them. A parallel case occurred to him. " There Jim* 22, 
was no one thing," he reminded Ida lieutenant., “ which tended 
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so much to the min of Napoleon id IS 14 as the tenacity with 
which* after the disasters at Leipsic, he olnog to the liTie of the 
Elbe, insiead of falling back at once to that oi the Bhine. 

A few days later he sent a telegram, announcing tb,e march of 
thy Bareilly mutineer? for Delhi, anti implying his resolve to 
give effect to the Peshawur arrangements il the prospects pf tbe 
"besiegers should become worse- Then Cotton and Ed warden 
sat down to address a Inst remonstrance to their sldofi Cotton, 
urged that the abandonment of Peahowur would cause the 
herder tribes, the PuTijunb Irregular^ the Sikhs, and all who 
had hitherto remained faithful, Lo turn upon us, as, how¬ 
ever plausibly wo might explain it, tlieir keen instincts would 
seize upon it as a proof of weakness. Ed wardens letter was 
much more than a remonstrance. It reads like the passionate 
outburst of a man who, in his eagerness, feels Lhat bo is plead¬ 
ing, as it were, face to face with, one bent upon rushing to 
bis own destruction. The Fonjaub would bo sacrificed by 
giving up Peshawui. 4fc If General Reed, he insisted, 1 can¬ 
not take Delhi with eight thousand men p he will not taka it 
with nine thousand or ten thousand. * * - Make a stand 1 
4 Anchor, Hardy, anchor [' . , * If you huld Lbo Prmjciub, 
yon will facilitate the recomjtiest of India from the sea¬ 
board- . . , Whatever takes place in Central Indie* we shall 
stand in a firm and h on tm table attitude if we maintain the 
capitals on the sea, end the frontiers hero. Between the tiro 
if in nil a family quarrel, an imurreciwn in ottr own 
house. Moke sure of ono practicable policy. If General 
Reed* with all the men you have sent him, cannot got into 
Delhi, let BeUti $&/'* So strongly convinced indeed was be 
of the truth of bis opinions, that ho wrote privately to 
Lawrence, begging him not to order him to abandon Pesha- 
wuf, els, rather than obey such an order, he would feel bound 
by conscience to resign his post, and explain to Government 
his reasons for doing so.t 

Before this fetter was written, the Chief Commissioner, like 
the sensible cool-headed Statesman that he was, had asked 

* Tli# italic* p-tv muse, Edvards g th&n^hit that Reed, il Lb c#ntd nut t&ko 
Dflhi, slurald w fall bait oU thu ftutlflj. Icririny tkv S'crtis-WeaL PraTmpfi* iv 
he rucovorad when tinjv could b*."’ II i, c unca p □ a da uc a. 
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the Govemcr-General to decide between hi m and bis lieutenant. ^ 
He bad requested that an answer might be sent to him in one 
of two forms; " Hold on to Pesbnwur to the last," or "You 
mny act as may appear expedient regarding Pesbnwur." On 
lb o' Mill of July ho wrote again, as though to win over the 
Governor-General to bis own view, “ The Vary mb trill prove 
short work to the mutineers when the Delhi army in 
destroyed."* But. before the Governor-General received this 16 - 
totter, be hud decided in favour of Edwardes. 

Though the merits of the controversy were never settled 
by o. practical Lest, there is no rashness in venturing to settle 
them now, because the evidence upon which a judgment miiv 
be based is so abundant and. clear an to leave no room tor 
theorising, Lawrence agreed with EdwarJes in thinking that 
it was more important to bold the Puiij nub than even to 
prosccnte the siege of Delhi ,t The question then, is nar¬ 
rowed to this, — would the abandonment of Pesbawur have 
involved the lose of the Punjanb ? Even if our knowledge of 
Asiatic character and Anglo-Indian history did not incline us 
to accept Edwardes’s view of the results that would have fol¬ 
lowed the abandonment of Peshawar, the correctness of that 
view would be rendered probable by the fact that a mere 
rumour that the Tnitss-Indus was to be ceded to Dost 
Mahomed caused the greatest uneasiness and distress to the 
staunchest supporters of the Government.^ The Afghans 
were longing to invade the Funjanb; and, if Dost Mahomed 
had not appreciated the solid advantages which be derived 
from bis treaty, if he bad not felt a wholesome respect for 
the resolute bearing of Edwardes, Nicholson, and Colton, he 
would doubtless have undertaken tin invasion. It is absurd 
to suppose that be or bis subjects would have regarded the 
cession of Peshawar ns anything but n sign of weakness; and, 
if tbey bad remained content with the cession, if they bud 
not taken advantage of our embarrassment to clutch at so 
splendid u. prize as the Punjnub, they would hardly have 
Lnjcn human beings, they would certainly not have been 
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Asiatics. It if? els cermio, then, ft-s any conjecture can be that, 
if the cession bad taken place, tho thinjuub would have gone. 
On the other hand, the fact that the mere delay in reducing 
Delhi caused the most dangerous symptom a to appear in the 
Ihiujaub, proves bow disastrasis [he abandonment of the siege 
must have been** 

To sum up, perhaps the weightiest words in the whole con¬ 
troversy were those in which Edwnrdes cunnEellod the main¬ 
tenance, at any cost, of the frontier and the capitals on the 
ssa, because ^between the two it is a family quarrel." If 
it had been necessary either to abandon Peshawar, nr to 
abandon temporarily tha siege of Delhi* it would have been 
wiser to choose the latter alternative. The choice* however* 
would have lain between two great, though unequal, evils* 
It ia fortunate indeed that such a choice never became 
necessary .f 

Meanwhile, although the Punjaub was officially reported 
quiet, the authorities knew that they were, so to spefik, 
standing upon a mine. Seven infantry and two cavalry 
regiments of armed natives were still scattered over the coun- 


* LnwrOBOfr thnnghi that, if any disaster ocrnTTfd lit Delhi, it would be 
□nposaihlci V- bold both Piiilmwar and ttia uthf.r nuporUhL points in t-he 
Plmjanb. EdwQjfdea H however, wt.jH, ■■ Wa thought, whatever dargm-j. 
occurred Delhi, iho Puojti’!- e&nM ba hold till troops oim cams from 
EngUrid,by our holding IWo point* in ptrau^th, £ h ashiiu^- njail tbi- MJtnJtml 
hIh'qI Idiboro and Unifitair: ud we rocoxazn^niisHl John ImwratLcc to Etrcsid 
^rfrtU at those pUuSe** dti+nifHain^ the idea ol retreat.^ MBs ^urre&pondsntift. 
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ixr + * * Two of these, the 5-Sth at Itnwul Pindee and 
at Jlielnm, wete known to be ripening bo fast fa 
that the Chief Commissioner resolved to disarm them. He 
laid hi a plana with consummate skill. The .Shelnm regiment 
was to be surprised by a Force from ftftwa! Pmdee. Moreover, 
the two regiments were to be disarmed on the same day, lest 
either should. hear of the fa to of the other and thus gain time 
to prepare for resistance. The plan, however, was marred in 
the execution. Nicholson indeed took up a commanding 
position at Umriiisnr, from which he could overawe the July B r 
Muo 11 jlift, and ftdvance to the relinf of any point that might 
be threatened, But tho attempt to surprise Jhelum failed. JqJj 
T he sepoys ware therefore on their guard p iuid H though ex- Jlwhun ami 
pelled from their lines, succeeded in gaining o village from 
which their assailants, overcaiuo by the heat, anil staggering 
under the Effects of drink, failed Lo dislodge them, Next inly * 
morning, when the attack was about to he renewed, it wag 
feund that the sepoy a had disappeared. Almost- all were 
eventually either slain, or captured and executed ; but their 
XDQmeniHJ-y triumph was noised abroad. The native garrison 
at Seftlkote, who unfortunately had not been disarmed, hear¬ 
ing that ft British regiment had been beaten. Hung off 
control, and* after a day of murder* pillage, incendiarism, und JtUy i? 
wanton destruction* made off toward a the river Payee, on 
their way to Delhi-t 

At eleven o'clock that night n messenger from Sealkcte 04 

came into Lahore, and informed Robert Montgomery of the 
disaster. Before midnight he had despatched orders for the 
disarming of the troops at tferosepore, Kangra, and Noor- 
poor, and sent a messenger by express mail-car i to warn 
Nicholson ot Lhc »ork whioh lay before him.! 

The great Brigadier bad already done enough to silence Nictation in 
the murmurs of the little-minded men who could not endure i£^_?ior^ a bL 
to see a young man, a mere regimental captain, put above Cakmm, 
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thorn salves, Directly after assuming command of the Move- 
able Column, be hud disarmed l wo of the regiment that 
composed it* the 33rd and S5tli Native Infantry; on hearing 
At Umritsnr* of the outbreak at Jhdum, he had diearmed the 
59th ; and now, on receiving Montgomery's express, he dis- 
Armed a body of cavalry belonging to one of the Sealkots 
regiments. Later in the day lie heard that the Sealkote 
mutineers them selves were m Arching down on Goordaspore, 
□bvion&ly with the intention of stirring tip the regiment there 
to mutiny* and carrying it along with them to Delhi, There 
was no time to he lost. Goordosporo was forty Tour miles 
from Umritsnr* and by this time the mutineers must be close 
upon iL ; but Nicholson resolved that, rather than they 
should reach it before him, he would cover those forty Tour 
tidies in a single march. His preparations were soon made* 
The district officers had impressed ell the country carts and 
ponies upon which they could lay their hands* and sent them 
into his eamp- Mounting as many of his infantry as he 
could upon these, he begun Lis great race at sunset. By 
day-break twenty-si a miles had been traversed* A halt was 
then called ■ ami bt£Eid r rmn* and milk were served out lo 
the m,on. The fierce July sun was fast rising* the goul was 
still eighteen miles off, and all knew what they must suffer 
before they cuuld reach it: but they also knew the value of 
rim stake for which they wore con ten di ng; itud it was with 
strong hope and cheerfulness that they resumed their march- 
Tbs gnu tiers plied up boughs over Lheir waggons and ^un- 
carriages to keep off the sun. Privates who had never 
crossed a horse before;, joked each other as they rode. Those 
who bad no horse to carry them, shouldered their muekets, 
and tramped doggedly on. Several men^ and horses fell 
victims to the beat. But the object was gained. By six 
o'dock the whole force entered Guordaspnro* and found that 
the mutineers were still loitering on the further side of the 
Ravee** 

Fearing that they might escape him if they &aw him 
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appro aching, Nicholson decided to halt for the night, and 1RJ57 
allow them to walk into the trap which he had set lor them. Battles at rt# 
Early next morning he heard that they were crossing the ^^ aDfl 
river at a place called the Trimmoo Ghaut* nine miles off, J^ly ^ 
and marohed to intercept them. About noon he came upon & ** 
them drawn up in line on the left bank. Their right rested 
on a serai and a small dismantled tort ; their le±L on a village 
and a clump of trees. Masking hia batteries, Nicholson 
pushed forward to the attack. But the mutineers ware not 
wanting in spirit. Their cavalry * drunk with bhaugj gnash¬ 
ing their teeth, and yelling furiously, charged down upon the 
maskers and put them to- Eight, and their infantry, advancing 
with admirable steadiness, fired a volley: but the Pimjaubeee, 
and the British with their Enfield rifles, speedily replied; the 
artillery opened out with grape and shrapnel!; and, though 
the mutineers resisted bravely, many of them pressing right 
up to the guns* they were soon overwhelmed by sheer weight 
□f metal, and driven bock upon the river, leaving a hundred 
and twenty dead upon the field. Many mure were drowned, 1 ^ 

The survivors took refuge upon an island in mid-stream. 

On able to follow up his success, owing to warn of cavalry 
and the dangerous depth of the river, Nicholson fell back on 
GoordoEpnre, leaving a small force to keep watch tu the 
Ghaut* Three days afterwards he heard that only about Jtdj 13. 
three hundred of the mutineers remained upon the island. 

He therefore at once resolved to destroy them, and procured 
bonis fur the passage of the river. Next morning he crossed Joly 16. 
an to the island, and in a few minutes gained an almost 
bloodless victory. A few of the mutineers died like brave 
soldiers, fighting to the lust the only gun thus they possessed. 

The rest fled K and were either slain at the water's edge, or 
drowned T or seized and reserved for military execution, t 

The column then returned to Umritsur; while Nicholson Niehot^m 
went to Lahore, to confer with Lite Chief Commissioner. On * Qt 

the 2ith he rejoined his men, bringing them the news that 
they were to march at once for Delhi* Their joy was 
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intense. Their only fear was lest Delhi eliould Ml before 
they could arrive. But, as the) 1 u> lurched southwards* thev 
know that, if they should be loo late to join in the assault, 
it would not bo the fniiJt of their General.* 

The talc of mutinies in the Punjfiub is doe yet complete. 
On the last day of July bo too villagers near Balghat, oil the 
left bank of the btavecj were surprised by the appearance of 
n body of disarmed sepoys, who asked to he directed m the 
nearest ford. The v ]ilagers scented mischief, and, sending 
messengers to warn the authorities, kept their visitors waiting 
on one pretence or another. Before loug the tehsseldar of 
Ujnaln arrived with his police, and found that the sepoys 
belonged to the H 6th Native Infantry, who, on the previous 
day,, had mutinied aL Lahore, and m ordered four of their 
officers. Then ensued a Oght in which n bundled and fifty 
sepoys were destroyed by the police and the villagers. 
Towards evening Frederick Cooper, the Deputy-Commissioner 
of the district, appeared with seveuly-sia sowars mi six or 
seven volunteer horsemen. Before him lav a grim record of 
the day's work- The grass on the banks was trodden down, 
and plastered into bloody slime; and on an island in mid- 
stream a number of sepoys, crouching like a flock of wild 
fowl, were waiting for death. Pressing their palms together, 
they crowded down to the there when they saw the burra- 
galiil/s men making for the islanu in their boats 3 and, in 
another moment, thirty-five of them flung tli&msdves into 
the river in despair. The mat submitted to be pinioned and 
stacked in the hoacg; and a mled her of others were brought 
in by the zeal on b villagers. The entire number* amo tin ling 
to two hundred and eighty-two^ were then conveyed by Copper 
to Ujunla. Then came the question* what was to be done 
wit] 1 them. The Move rib In Column was hundreds of miles 
away. There was no means of transporting diem to a place 
where they could be formally tried ; for the sowars and the 
police were far too few to guard them. They were all 
mutineers; they were all virtually murderers. On the other 
band* if they were summarily executed* other regiments and 
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intending rebels might take warning by their fate, tint] thus, 
further bloodshed be prevented. For these reasons, Cwper, 
fully conscious as he was of the enormous responsibility 
which be was unde flaking, resolved to put them all to death, 

Kelt morning accordingly he brought them out in tens* and Au^mt 1 
made some Sikhs shoot them- In this way two hundred and 
sixteen perished. But there still remained sixty-sis others, 
who had been confined in one of the bastions of the tehseeh 
Expecting resistance, Cooper ordered the door to be opened. 

But not ii sound issued from the room* Forty'fire dead 
bodies lay upon the floor; for, unknown lo Cooper, the 
windows hud been closely shut, and the wretched prisoners 
had found in the bastion a second Black Hole- The remain¬ 
ing twenty-one were shot like their comrades.* 

For this splendid assumption of responsibility Cooper was 
assailed, as other men of his mettle* both io the East and the 
West Indies, have been* by the vulgar cries of ignorant 
hum Unitarians. But Robert Montgomery unanswerably vindi- 
Oft ted hifl conduct by proving that he had saved the Lahore 

Divj&iou.t 

It was not only the sepoys, however* who were becoming Edlwimiaa 
de moralised by the spectacle of the successful resistance of 
the Delhi mutineers. The minds of the Punjaubees generally Path* war,, 
had grad lift] ly passed from confldeuco in the power of the 
English to doubt, and from doubt to disbelief! J An nn- 
mistftkcable sign of this appeared ill Feshawur, About Lba 
middle of JuJy, Edwardes summoned the chief native gentle¬ 
men of the city to consult on the loan which had been lately 
opened. They looked very grave when he introduced the 
subject, andj though professing themselves quite superior to 
the vulgar belief that the British power wag coming to an 
end, evidently (bought that no one would care to risk his 
money in supporting it. They promised, however* to send 
the chief capitalists to Edward es + to discuss the question * 

Kext day, accordingly* hut two Lours after the appointed 
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time* the capitalists appeared, slinking into the room, nml 
each trying to keep himself aa far as possible in the back¬ 
ground^ Eduardos began by fining them all sound for un- 
punctuality, and then asked them what they had to propose. 
After deliberating apart, they replied that they thought fifteen 
thousand rupees might posaibly be raised by good manage¬ 
ment In a few months, Edwardes saw at onco that the 
matter wan resolving itself into a trial of strength between 
the Government and its subjects, and that, if the former were 
beaten„ its prestige would be destroyed. He therefore bluntly 
told the capitalists that they could easily afford to subscribe 
five hundred thousand, and must do so. Seeing that he was 
in earnest, they gave in at once. The Government treasurer 
was appointed to assess their respective shares; and in tbo 
end about four hundred thousand rupees worn collected* The 
victory thus gained was as decisive as the disarming oi the 
mutinous regiments had been. Ihe people chuckled over 
the defeat of the capitalist^ and Felt an Increased respect for 
the Government. The capitalists themselves saw that thence¬ 
forth their interests must he identical with chose ot the Power 
to which they had lent their money-* 

Other dangers, however, sdll remained to be confronted. 
At the end of June, a party of Hiudostanees, the emissaries 
of ei r earless border-chi eft had stolen into the Peshawur 
vtdW, to instigate the villagers to withhold their revenue. 
Tins spark of rebellion had been extinguished. Bnt ‘now 
special messengers from Delhi were busily proclaiming the 
overthrow of the Nazar ones 5 and a number of Ghazces, 
catching up the ery f swarmed out of their fastnesses with a 
moulvie at their head, and planted their standard in a strong 
mountain village called Nowrunjee, juet outside the Pesha- 
wur frontier. Though speedily put to fiight p the moulvio 
reappeared in a few daye: but this time the force that moved 
again at him wa 5 stronger than before: the village was 
destroyed ; etnd the borderers were awed into tranquillity^ 
Posh a wur itself was the next point threatened. Towards 
the end of August a number of incendiary letters, sent by a 
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mondiceint fanatic named Syud A inter, found their way into J ~- &J ‘ 
the native lines* The dbanned troops became violent]j 
excited. Calkin t-nw die danger, and resolved to take the 
initiative* Accordingly on the 2Bib. bo caused the lines to 
be searched. Swords# muakets* pisLols, uud ammunition Wi-re 
found hidden in floors, rads, bedding, and even drains. The 
51st, in despair at the discovery of their treason, seized the X™. 
piled arms of a newly-raised irregular regiment* rushed upon 
the regiment itself, and overpowered the officers. Cotton, 
however, had made all Ins preparations, arid warn not for a 
moment disconcerted. In a few minutes the troops were 
under arms; the civil officers brought up their levies and 
police^ and. though the heat was bo dreadful that several 
horses dropped down dead, and the colonel of the 51st 
perished before cveningr Lhe mutineers were never allowed a 
moment's respitE, Not more than sixty escaped. The rest 
were either slain in the pursuit* or executed by sen tenon of 
drum-bead court-martial on the following day, Jl Seven August Et?. 
hundred comrades, f " wrote Edwordcs, ?* who yesterday were 
ripe for the murder of European officers, and ladies, and little 
children, to-day lay dead in three deep trencher" Thence¬ 
forth their surviving comrades were ns still as they.* 


And now, as it became known that Delhi was indeed to be Sjnd Ameer 
assaulted, the anxiety of all, Europeans and natives alike, M ci Tito mid r. 
became hourly more intense. As each successive message 
came in front below, the natives closely scanned their rulers, 
to sec how the news bad affected themK The outlook, indeed, 
was still gloomy enough. All was still at Pushawur: but 
the horizon was overhung by black thunder-clouds. With 
Nicholson at Delhi, Delhi must soon fall, blit thePunjauh 
might first give wav under the strain upon its loyalty. Sud¬ 
denly Syud Ameer reappeared with a few of the survivors of Sept. y. 
the Slat and a horde of Mo h rounds, and presented him seif by 
night before the fort of Micbnee + The garrison had hitherto 
remained faithfal among the faithless ; hut would they stand 
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aiicli a teat as this ? The Mohmunds, eager to recover a fief 
of which they had been deprived by the Government* as n 
punishment for former misconduct* were sending the fiery 
qiosa to the neighbouring tribes. There were HO troops to 
ecrfH against thorn. But the emergency only revealed more 
clearly the quality of Edwatdes's statesmanship, His one 
course, be saw p was to yield gracefully. He therefore sent to 
tell the Mobuiunds that they did nut know their own inte¬ 
rest::. Their true policy was to support the Government. 
For instance, let them send Syud Ameer a prisoner to Dost 
Mahomed. Then he would intercede with the Governor- 
General for the restitution of their fief. The Mahmouds 
listened and obeyed. Syud Ameer was sent off to CahnL; and 
Edwardes felt that a great load had been taken off hie mind." 

Still, however, Delhi held out. The general disbelief in 
the vitality of the British power was fast begetting gen end 
disaffection, which was anconraged by the fact that the pro¬ 
vince had been denuded of its beat troops* While the Chiel 
Commissioner was waiting for the news that Delhi had fallen p 
he heard that the storm of rebellion, which had been so long 
gathering, bad burst at last on the Murree Hills, and over the 
j nng I O'covered plains of Mooltnii.t 

On the 7th of August Nicholson arrived at Delhi, having 
hastened on in advance of his column to consult with Wilson- 
On the night of bis arrival he dined at the bead-quarters mess. 
His entertainers, always gay and unrestrained among them- 
selves, were surprised, perhaps awed, by the slern and majestic 
reserve of his manner. They felt bis power at once; hut they 
did not at once welcome him as a friend. The events of the past 
few months indeed could not but have Lad the effect of deepening 
the natural seriousness of a nature like his. Hi a lot had been 
cast amid soma stormy scenes: but no man had ever known 
anything like the buxiicane beneath which the imperial pile 
was now groaning and trembling to its foundations. Henry 
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Lawrence, his revered master, bad passed away; and I 10 fek 
how far he- was from being able to follow the clam pie of that 
noble ftoul. But Edwardes was siill left to him; aod to him 
bo turned for 'sympathy; as he braced himself for the hem a 
worh t the desperate deed which he had come down from the 
Punjaub to do.* 

That work was soon to begin- A few days after his arrival 
be went out to meet the Moveable Column, which wen now 
fust approaching and marched back into camp at its bead. 
Some days later it became known that the siege-train, so 
long expected, was on its way down- Unfortunately, bow^ 
ever, it had been impossible to spare moro than a weak native 
detachment to escort it/f Aware of ihiSj the enemy 
resolved to intercept it. and with this object senL out a large 
farce in the direction as was supposed, of a suburb called 
Bubadoorgiirh. To frustrate Lheir design k Nicholson started 
in the same direction at daybreak on the 25th, with about two 
thousand men. The only road open to him was a mere 
huUock-track, rendered almost \m passable by the rains, and 
surrounded hy swamps and floods. I he infantry kept slipping 
as they tiied to march ; and the gunners had over and over 
again to put their shoulders to the wheels of their gun- 
carriages, and force them out ol the slough. All through the 
morning rain Fell in torrents. At length, after a struggle of 
seven hours, during which he had only advanced nine miles, 
Nicholson learned that the enemy were, after all* not at Bnha* 
doorgiiih* but moving towards Nujufgurh* He therefore 
struck oiF from the Bahadoorgurh roud J and pressed on to 
overtake them* About four o'clock he came npon a branch of 
the NujiifgiiTh jheal canal, and saw them drawn up on the 
opposite aide. Their right rested 00 a bridge crossing the 
canal itself, which ran at right angles ia the branch. In front 
of their left centre was a serai, to the left and right rear of 
which were two villages, which they had occupied. They had 
three guns at each of these viUngeu* four at tha serai, and 
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til rue fit the bridge, On their extreme left, they occupied the 
village of NujuJgurh* By five o'clock the whole of the British 
force had forded the branch of the uanaL After a haaiy re- 
cDUnaiasance, Nicholson resolved to begin by attacking the 
eerai, which he saw to be the strongest point in the position 
of the enemy. Turning tD the European infantry, whom be 
had ordered to lie down, ho thus harangued them in his deep 
sonorous voice : “ Now^ 61st, I have hot a few words to aay. 
You all know what Sir Colin Campbell said to you at Ohillian- 
wallah, and you must also have heard that he need a similar 
expression at the battle of the Alma, that is, * Hold your fire 
till within twenty or thirty yards of that battery, and then, 
my boys, we will make short work of it.' 

The British artillery opened the battle. After they had 
fared it few rounds, the infantry sprang to their feet, and* with 
Nicholson at their head, advanced through a shower of grape 
and musketry, holding back their own lire till they were within 
twenty yards of the enemy. Then, with a loud ctieer T they 
fired a volley, charged, captured the guns, and, after a abort 
sharp struggle, drove the mutineers out of the serai. 
Changing front to the left, they turned the guns between 
the serai and the canal,, while the enemy ran before them, 
and fled, hunted by our artillery, over the bridge, leaving 
all their guns npon the field. Meanwhile the 1st Funjaub 
Infantry had won the town of Xnjufgurk A few of the 
enemy, however, WfiTB found to be still lurking in a little 
Tillage to out rear. The PunjuitbEes werE therefore sent 
to expel them: but the rebel** seeing thoir retreat cut off, 
fought desperately ; and the Tillage was not carried till rein¬ 
forcements were sent down* 

Thu conquerors were obliged to bivouack upon the wet 
field without food of clothing ; for it would have bosu 
dangerous Lo attempt to bring the baggage across the ford T 
Next day they returned to the Hidge+f 

On the ith of September the siege-train arrived. The excite¬ 
ment among all ranks now' became intense. Delhi must bo 
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taken within a few days at latest, if only their General willed ^ 
it But aotne uneasily suspected that he would even now 
hold back if he dared,' The truth was that he had written a Wh-nja 
few days before to Baird Smith, explaining why it had been ho fourand. 
impose!hie to attempt an assault earlier, and saying that. August*!, 
though be intended to begin more aetiva operations on the 
arrival of the siege-train, be could not hope to succeed until 
lie was reinforced by the army from below, Baird Smith had 
insisted in reply that to deliver lLc assault as soon as possible 
would be the most prudent course, as the enemy woold other¬ 
wise have time to learn our intentions, and strengthen their 
defences. Then Wilson had yielded, confessing that, though 
his belief as to the improbability of success was unshaken, 
he could suggest no way out of LLe difficulty. He bud thus ' 
virtually, thrown the responsibility of the siege upon Baird 
Smith.' What wonder then that indignation should have burst 
forth against him ? What wonder that Nicholson should have 
written in Lawrence, “Had Wilson carried out hi 8 threat of B*pt U 
withdrawing the guns, 1 was quite prepared to appeal to the 
army to set him aside, nod elect a successor,'' Wilson knew 
the rules of his art, but he could never free himself front tSteir 
trammels. Bat the heroes of the Mutiny acted not in slavish 
deference to rules of which perhaps some d'diem were ignorant, 
but in intelligent obedience to the dictates of circumstances. 

There was no longer, however, any danger of Wilson's | 

carrying out his threat. He had pledged his word to go on ^"^ 7 . 

With die siege ; and he was going to keep it. On die 7th he 
issued an address 10 the troops, complimenting them upon 
their past conduct,, warning them that the hardest part of 
their task was now flbnuL to begin, but assuring them dial, 
if They maintained their discipline, they could not fail to 
succeed, and bidding them spare women and children, but 
give no quarter to mutineers. About Lhe same time the last s ep t. fi and ft.' 

mufarecTnenta arrived* ^ 

Meanwhile the engineers, directed by Baird. Smith, and Thesis- 
immediately supervised by Captain Alexander Taylor, an 
officer of rare ability and ineibaiiotlble energy.* were hard of 
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1F: ' 7 - work. The same okubn indeed which had originally made it 
impossible Eo invest the city> forbade them to follow thc- 
prcBcribud routine of siege operations Ail that they could 
do was to select that portion of die defences against which 
the bombardment could be directed, end the assault afterwards 
delivered, with die greatest possible effect and the least 
possible loss. This portion wits the from already Invested* 
On the evening of the 6th they had run up a light battery on 
the Ridge, to cover the operations of the working parties who 
were to construct the heavy siege-batteries below. On the 
j'th the first heavy battery was traced seven hundred yards 
from the Monro bastion. This battery was to he the key of 
the attack. Ii wes to consist of two parts, the right of which 
was to ho m hard the Moree bastion itself, while the left was 
to hold in check the fire of the an tuny from die Cashmere 
bus non. While the work of tracing was going on s strings of 
camels kept coming down., laden with fascines and gabions, 
and by their incessant groaning kept the working party in a 
fever of anxiety lest the enemy should suspect what they 
were about. An soon as the camels were got rid of, the 
artillery-carta began to arrive, laden with shot and shell; 
w and soon the siege-grins followed, each drawn by twenty 

pL8- pairs of bullocks. It was now near dawn : and the first 
faint, light revealed a strange scent 1 — helpless oxen bellowing, 
j and struggling with each other in he entangled heap, drivers 

cursing and slashing with their whips, sappers, pioneers, and 
infantry volunteers working at the unfinished battery and 
magazines, artillerymen storing ammunition. Every man 
worked his hardest; but only one gnu hud been dragged 
on to its platform, when the enemy in the Moree bastion saw 
what was going on, and instantly opened fire. Bound after 
round of shot and grape came crashing against the battery': 
but Major Blind, the officer in command, replied as well as 
he could with a single howitzer: the Europeans worked on at 
the remaining platforms: one gun after another was mounted 
and fired; and then, as the mnsortry of the bastion crumbled, 
and tottered, and spun began to fell in ruins under the 
cannonade, the enemy gradually lost heart, and by the after* 
'■?pi. % to, noon hnd ceased to fire. For the next two day*, however. 
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irutil; that he had come destined, as he 
put su end to their weary waiting, U 
°feugh(sr of their enemies, to give then 
sroprriaJ city. Even Wilson, though lie 
ttiik uowflfditi b g hia inflllf!nae,*UOtlld nOt but 
’Co him , therefore, he entrusted the gotten) 
assault. 

But, before the assault could hr deliver' 1. it wav' 
necessary to examine the breach. Two liiigiti^r fif 
Medley and Lang, arranged tfl start on this errand Kte^. 
ssmflot", with six picked men. There was no muon; but tin 
beaten* were bright with stare 5 and flashing rockets and liret- 
hatla were continually lighting up the shy ; while the roar p* 
Ihe guns, and the dear sharp report of the shells alone b 
the stillness of the air. Suddenly, a* the clocks stir 
' t.te batteries ceased filing. Then the explorers 
tuflir swords, and foding for their revolvers, bags 
tawards the wall. In a few minutes they reaahtH 
i f tike ditch. The irfhcera and two of the men tu,,* auwo. 

’ uiet as they had been, however, they know tbul they hat 
utled the enemy. for they could hear tho sound of ft 
jiiog towards the hroach. They th.rre^re elimhed hat 
tdo 'to their own side, and fey down on the gross to wait 
sea themselves, they could see dark figures moving about 
the breach, and heard the sound of voices, and presently 
iL,, ring of ramrod*. Still they fey waiting, hoping that the 
enemy would go awny, but in vain. Medley could see. h»w- 
"cr, that the breach was a good on-:, and, kouwing ilmtit 
< tli he hopeless to attempt to examine it further, gsve 
l , higual to return. As the night started to their feet, ti e 
CD ID* fired, and the bullets whizzed about their ears; felt no. 
ans was hurt, uud all made then way safely buck to camp. 
Medley then reported to Baird Smith that the breach, though 
pambfe of improvement, won «itl practicable. Upon this, 
Baird Smith advised Wilson to delfvor the assault at day* 
break , and Wilson, consenting. issued the cepnsaary orders 
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lock thi* mtIioIo eomp was astir. T&ero . 1 
forward to ih& Struggle up m vllclr 

J Eiot merely wiii Uit- tucurtiiil ardour of 

ging of mop who had tJai± blond >f inno- 
^nge, hot with an enthusiasm as joi-tim as 
JirU jopirtd the Ironsides who fought in the Civil 
T ii i; eh up I iii n had ad rain ietored t ha H o It C o tu id u il i o a 
few .Seers md men at their own Jesirt , un i in romg 
'* liii- L Old ‘f-. j sttLment lee&au for Lhft had been rUikiL*. 
y,. chapter waji that ip which (ht doom t>f Xineseh wns fore* 
il The words uni be have sounded Btrangelv prophedo 
lo those plain auldnrs — 48 Woe to tfag bloody <?ilv 4 it sa all 
11 of lies rind rubbery . - draw thee wLiters for tilt? sitge, 
■V thy stronghold* . ^ . then ahull the fire devour tbec ; 
*d ahull cut time off, it shall eat thee up like the 
Tn"* 

-■ns fell in on t??3 road lending .rum can tern mens?! to 
..hut Reid's, wfiuSb place was on the right. There 
j-—- <ojr thousand five hundred men. British sr-Miera 
! bronzed war-worn f&coa, wearing uniforms which hi 
.'(I dyed dust-colour, Sikhs with their long Lair twisted 
hind, and tall muscular Path ana with fnce± aa fair as iL 
f £ngiiifjm-:-n.i Eager us they were to more on, tbev w> 
<kpre*ssii uud wearied by delay; for the enemy had till* d 
the breaches in the night; and it was necessary for tb* 
batteries to reopen. But at length the signal was >jiven; 
and, while the heavy guns still thundered at the breaches, 
answered by the heavy guns from tile city, and sheila burst, 
and rockets, Basiling along the dark sky, hissed above their 
beads, the columns tramped silently and sttndijv down. IV ( '. 
son redo up as they advanced, looking nervous an dire*. n?.s. 
Near Ludlow Castlfl they halted, and took up their respective 
station?? The engineer offic™ with their ladder-men move,] 
on in front Then Niche Ison went in Brigadier Jen ca. w u 
comn. an (led the second column, and; putting his band on r. rs 
shoulder, ashed whether he w.ia ready,f The Brigadier replied 
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tie wuh. The guns censed firing: the Rifles-- Jib a loud 
er dashed to Lite front find opened fire ; and the columns 
p streamed after to the assault of Delhi,* 

The ladder-men moved quickly on : but the enemy , crowd- OpenuMv 
ing in the broach , received the men of the first column wifh ^rul wssetul 
a terrible musketry'fire, and, catching up the loosened atones,, 
hurled them down upon their heads, yelling, cursing, and 
during them to enter. For a moment it seemed ns if the 
avalanche would overwhelm them : man after man was struck 
down ; hut in another moment two ladders were thrown into ^ 

the ditch : the stormers closed up behind: Nicholson* as ever 
in tbs front, slid down and mounted Lite scarp : the rest fob 
lowed : the enemy, feeling that the breech was lost, fled ; 
and the victorious column poured into ibe city, and took up 
its position in the main-guards 

The shout of the Riflemen had served lis a common signal 
for the first three columns; and the second, on hearing it, 
had Blurted for the left breach. But they too were received 
with a musketry- fire so severe that ont of the thirty -nine 
ladder-men twenty-nine were in a Few minutes killed or 
wounded.| Notwithstanding, the ladders wen 1 planted ; and 
the storm era plunged inn* the city, some at the Water bus non, 
other* through the Cash mere curtain. Thun, turning 10 the 
right, and joined by some of Nicholson a men T they ran down 
the road past [he ramparts* sweeping the enemy before them 
like frightened sheep T uisd T rushing into the Muree, bayoneted 
the gunners, who stood resolutely to their guns, then leaped 
on to the parapet, and waved their cups to their comrades on 
the Ridge. Still pressing on to the right, Jones unexpectedly 
found himself under the Lahore bastion. With one bold 
rush he might have taken it. But he had received no orders 
to do so; and he was not a man to, act without them, Ful¬ 
ling lack, therefore, on the Cain l gate, he planted his flag 
there, and awaited Nicholson's arrival, g 

Before this* numbers of the mutineers., dismayed by the 
overpowering violence with which the columns swept through 
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ias.7 tin, Wy^iafc» fte city, Lad begun to retreat, and act 

— crsjsae d bridge of boats; bat soon, peroeivmg 0»t 

-onnJeJOB hesitated to follow up their advantage, they pi kicked 
uti couriure to return ; and many of them occupied houses 
putting on tbo Cbandnee Chuuk, from which they would be 
able to fire upon the stunners, when, they should advance to 
assault the Lahore bastion.* 

Thus the futther progress of the first two columns was 
likclv to be disputed. But it Lad been provided in the pi Lin 
qf assault that the fourth column should light its way 
t0 the Lahore gain to their support. At five o’clock all 
the detachments which composed this- column were mus¬ 
tered for the start. The Jummoo Contingent, lent. hy the 
Mnhamjnh of Cashmere, was there, the stalwart Guides 
infantry, and the fearless little Goorkaha who, though sadly 
thinned in numbers, were us confident as ever in them selves 
and in the leader under whom they had already gained 
twenty-five victories. Three gnus, however, which had been 
promised, were late in arriving, and so inadequately maimed 
that. Held had to scud for more gunners. As lit: was waiting, 
he heard that a portion of the Jurnmoo troops which he had 
sent to make a diversion on the right, had prematurely 
engaged the enemy. He therefore decided to advance without 
further delay. Two breast-works lay before him, which the 
enemy hud thrown op as o protection to Kisbc-ngunge, the 
first point which the column was to attack. The Rifles and 
Goorltnbs carried the first with a rush. The enemy seemed to 
hesitate : and the column, pressing on, began to cross a 
bridge spanning the canal under the walls of Kiuben gunge. 
Now. however, the want of gune was felt. Thousands of 
rebels from the city were seen pouring down the dry bed or 
thi' ennui to reinforce their comrades. Still* Reid was con¬ 
fident of success. Standing on the parapet of the bridge, he 
was just going to direct a. false at tuck to be made on the 
enemy's front and a real one against their flank and re<sr, 
when he fell wounded, A few minutes later he came to his 
senses, and made over Lhe command to Captain Rickard 


* HE. Msffi* and Mtft-s from ftfl crliiciar who L=&rv4i4 *l;ii the tint colatnn. 








ce^Pp z*] ruNJAFB and delhl S9T 

Lawrence, Bat the battle was already lost. The various 
1 detachments of the column, crowded together, and harassed 
, by a severe musketrv-fire which the enemy pouted into them 
from loop-holes in the wall, bad become so confused that their 
I officers could not make themselves heard: the Jummoo troops 
L on the right, flying before their assail ants, rushed panic- 
stricken into the column, and increased its disorder; and at 
last the sit nation became ao desperate that Onptnin Muter of 
the 60th Rifles^ assigning command independently of Lawrenee f 
withdrew the troops around him to Hindoo Rao s bouse* 
followed some time afterwards by Lawrence and Lbe Cash- 
Ujereos* The enemy, following up their success, were 
threatening this vital point of the British position, when the 
Cavalry Brigade under Brigadier Hope Grant, which had 
hitherto been covering f.lic assaulting columns, tinoved down close 
* under the Murtie bastion, to support tlus beaten colnmu. r he 
f enemyi clustering in the houses and gardens near Rishen- 
gnuge, tnmed upon their new opponents with eo sharp a 
miukutry-firn that it was necessary to send Tombs with his 
horse-artillery troop to the rescue The musketeers were 
*oon subdued : but the brigade was now exposed to a steady 
Ore of grape from the Lahore bsstion. I he carnage waft 
. terrible, Forty-two men and six officers of the Lancers, 
twenty-five out of the fifty officers and men oomposing 
Tombs's troop, wefo struck. But for two hours the brigade 
I iiK.wer moved. The horses stood still nnder tbE iron storm : 

I the men sat. in tbeir saddles as patiently as the sentries at 
tho Horse Guards: Tombs never ceased lighting his guns; 
and at length the enemv^s fire slackened and died away, and 
1 Hindoo Ra-ms house was snfe.t 

Meanwhile a struggle not less severe had been going 
’within the city. Id woe not till more than an hour 
■jc-r ■Tones planted his flag on the Cabttl gate, that Nicbol- 
u arrived thither; for be had been forced to diverge 
jn lais preserihed route, to silence n body of musketeers 

CflTe-ErawisE, toL iL pp, 18t- 4 T from Ogd- 
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K “ left - ^ho U ho did join Brigadier J one9 , the 
oneiuy at the Lahore bastion, misunderstanding the tem¬ 
porary mar tin L of the columns, opened fire from tlieir guns 
Resolved to put ft stop to the annoyance, Nicholson gathered 
together a number of men from both columns, end ad¬ 
duced to assault the bastion. Then was seen how much 
Jones bad lost by neglecting his opportunity To reach the 
button, a narrow lane, all hut choked in places by projecting 
bast.ous, bad to be traversed. The enemy had planted a 
gun some distance down this, and another at the bottom ■ 
™ tl] eir sharpshooters swarmed at the windows and on 
the flat roofs of the low houses on the left, and behind the 
parapets of tha bastion*. The danger was increased bt the 
fact that the fourth column had failed to accomplish its 
t*sk. Oflicers crowded round Nicholson, and tried to 
persuade him to he content with occupying the bouses near 

, S - BlU d W8S QOt iTl Nicholsons nature to w« t The 
column entered the lane. The leaders soon took the first 
guu, and advanced to within ten yards of the second* Lieu¬ 
tenant Butler of the 1st Bengal Fusiliers ran right past it. 
and in single combat encountered the enemy behind • hut the 
fire was so appalling that the men confd not steel their 
hearts to follow l„m, and fell back behind the first gun 
baffled and disputed. For a few moments thev bolted * 

covemii and aptked the first gun; and now the office^ s fiH 
noy leading, strove by passionate exhortations, by heroic 

l ° n n Ve them f ° r ^ fatd But they felt 

that they could not try , Showwa of ^ 

open ; bullets flew down upon them like hail f r „m nh^ ^ 
atones and round shot were pitched among them - two otoZl 
fell mortally wounded; five more were stnick - and t l 
lured column, hurled back in confusion * T ‘ ^ bUt * 

the storm.. Then Nicholson 

h 1 b0TC L " l “* 

then, ,o advance. In another moment he had *T , 
through the chest. 41,1 ' 9 ^ t>t 
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Tie historian will befit express his reference ful the ‘ klkn 
hero bv going on without n pause to n arm to the tfuinrs^! of 
the struggle , on the chances of which his thonghtaS*Sg^^j^ 
fixtnl,oveu while be was boiog lifted up mid carried buck to 
the Eidgo. Soon after the first and second columns had 
begun the assault, Lieutenants Home and Salksld ol the gall3 _ 
EnginfiatSj Bugler Hawthorne of the 52nd, and Sergeants 
Cnrnuchad, Smith, and Burgess of the Bengal Sappers* 
started in advance? of the third column, to blow np the Cash¬ 
mere gate. Passing through the outer gateway* Homo, who 
was io front, crossed the drawbridge with the bugler under a 
sharp musketry-fire, planted his bag oi powder, and bapeu 
lrno the ditub. Carudchad followed, hut, before lie could 
lay his bag* wiis shot dead. Then Smith, who was juai 
behind, planted his own and his comrades bag, and arranged 
the fuses * while Salk eld, holding a slow match in his hand. 


stood by, waiting to fire the charge- Just aa he was going to 
do so, lie was struck down by two bull els . As ho fell T he 
held out the match, tolling Smith to lake it and fire. Bur¬ 
gess who was nearer to the wounded mao T took it instead, 
but presently cried that it had gone out, and, just as Smith 
was handing him a box of matches, fell over into the ditch, 
mortally wounded. Smith,, now, as bo thought, left alone* 
ran close up to the powder bags, to avoid the enemy s fire, 
struck a light, and wa& in the act ol applying Sri when the 
port-fire in the fuse went off in his lace ; and, as he was 
plunging through ft cloud of smoke into the ditch, be heard 
the thunder of rite explosion, and barely escaped being 
dashed to pieces by the masses of masonry falling from above 
by clinging fast to the wall. For this gallant service 
Snlkeld, Home, Smith, and Hawthorne were gazetted for the 
Victoria Cross; hut only the two last lived to wear it* 

Thu column passed through the ruined gate into the city, 
and pushed on to the Ghandnce Chunk; hut Campbell, find- jolmi und 
iag it impossible to advance further without undue loss, 
and burning that the other columns had not been abb to 
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penetrate tlitr city far enough to support him 3 frit back to the 
church, find there joined the reserve, which had followed Mm 
through the gate, and occupied the posts frotn which he had 
expelled the enemy.* 

Meanwhile those who remained on the Ridge had been 
waiting with intense anxiety fur the issue of the struggle. 
They heard the sullen roar of artillery and the rattle or 
musketry in the city i they saw the litters, filled with dead 5 
and dying, and wounded men* pouring in an endless stream w 
tiie hospiud ; but no one could tall them how their comrades 
were faring. But at last they heard a loud cheer resounding 
from the waits t and knew that aid was well + Gradually the 
din of battle began to bo hushed ; for the troops, though their 
Inst for blood was still tin appeased, were becoming too ex¬ 
hausted to do more. Towards everting Wilson rode down to 
Ehr j city, map in baud, to ascertain what progress hail been 
made. Taylor had already taken every possible precaution 
for securing the position of the assailants, by loop-holing, 
fortifying, and garrisoning the captured houses, thro whig tip 
barricades across the street s r and pas ting pickets to keep up 
communication between the three columns. But Wilson was 
ill-satisfied with what ho saw. Owing to the failure of Heid's 
attack, the right dunk was still exposed; and even the first 
three columns had done little more than enter the city. 
Sixty-six officers and eleven hundred and four men had fallen 
during the day/J The mutineers had suffered heavily ; hut 
tens of thousands of Lbem still remained* The fiuebL soldier 
in the camp was mortally wounded. Irritable and weak from 
anxiety and illness, and having no firmness of character to 
support him, Wilson petulantly spoke of withdrawing the 
troops altogether. But Baird Smith, to whom fie turned fur 
advice, instated tr« i.aiding un.§ 


* Nonnuiip p 43; Give-Brown#, ir iE. it. r*p r 17&. ISO; Media?, n. lilt 
+ Bonrehier, p. 153. 
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The niglit cvf tlic I4th passed away ; find Another dny broke. 
a diiv of abiiino and humiliation for the victorious army, 1 he 
euomy, knowing the weakness of British soldiers. Lad min- 
ninglv strewn the deserted shops and the pavements w.th 
bottles of beer, wine, and spirits. Many of the troops, indeed, 
wera not exposed to, or resisted the temptation ; but numbers 
drank ilicmaeW drunk. Lying helpless and Baseless us k 
herd of a wine, they had bartered away their lives for a ow 
hours' debauch, — if the enemy had had the sense to butcher 
thorn. But the opportunity was lost; aud Wilson, trembling 
at the thought of what might have been, ordered every 

remaining bottle to ho destroyed.* 

The citizens and the more prudent or less resolute of the 
murine era were now fast hurrying out of the city. Many, 
however, failed to escape; fur the British soldiers, though 
they treated the women and children with forbearance and 
even kindness, showed no mercy to the men. Harmless 
citizens were shot, clasping their hands for mercy. Trembling 
old men were cut down. But, in justice to the soldiers who 
committed, these cruelties, it shonld be said that they bad 
received great provocation. Many of thdr comrades, rashly 
wandering from their posts, had been enticed by lurking 
fanatics mi budmislies into dark allay 3 P and there foully 
miirderetL+ 

Meanwhile the army was forcing its way by slow and pain¬ 
ful steps into the heart of the city. On the 15th the magazine 
was reached, and the enemy ol their own accord evacuated 
Kisheugunge. On the 16th the magazine was stormed and 
named- On the 17tb the Bonk ytm captured. The formula 
able Lahore bastion, however, still held out, On the 18th 
and 19th therefore the houses leading to at were sapped 
through hy Taylor's suggestion, and in this way it was won 
without exposing the troops to the penis of street-lighting. 
Kexl dnv the Lahore gate, the Jumma Musjid, and the 
Belimguih were token. Finally, the gates of the Palace itself 
were blown in t a few Ghazees, who hod remained in it, were 
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slaughtered i the .British flag mts hoisted; anti the city of the 
Moguls* now resembling a city of Lhe dead, wa& again subject 
to the Nazareues,,* 

Tlie King, ho waver, was still at large, Bukbt Khan bad 
urged him to share the flight of tho mutineers; but one 
of his nobles, Meerza Elahee Ruksh, wishing to purchase- the 
favour of the conquerors by some signal service, had persuaded 
him ihaL, hy separating himself from his army, he wouEd 
gain the credit of having originally acted under their compal- 
aion, \ ielding to the tempter, lie had consented to remain 
with his family for a short time at the tomb of the Emperor 
IXumayoon, which was situated about six miles from Delhi, 
Hodboiij who presided over the Intelligence Department, wgs 
promptly informed of his whereabouts by a spy named Eujub 
Aii; and at onee resol ved to carry out a purpose which lie Lad 
long formed, by effect tug his capture. 

The fame ^vbiuli Ehii officer won lor himself in the hibtorv 
of the Mutiny is nut of all proportion with the rank which he 
held* Following the paiEi prescribed by custom tor milltary 
men oi ability, he had,, early in Ida cjireor, obtained work as it 
civil officer. He had the gtmd fortune to be one of Henry 
Lawrence fi disciples, and won f for a time,, bis confidence and 
regards Bui.* alter soiue years of unbroken success the ride 
ol his iortunes ebbed. He was accused of corruption. He 
was found guilty of injustice to a native chief, and irrevocably 
dismissed from civil employment. The degradation, however, 
really increased his ultimate chances of distinction. He had 
always been a soldier at heart; he was now u soldier by 
necessity; and, in the bitterness of his spirit* he resolved to 
do noinething that should compel the highest authority to 
recognise his deserts. The outbreak of the Mutinv gave him 
his opportunity* How be used it, this history Ims but faintly 
recorded* He managed the Intelligence Department with 
rare tact and skill. By the mingled ardour and prudence of 
his counsels, his readiness in undertaking,. his judgment in 
executing a variety of bold and nsefuJ enterprises, be won the 
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confidence of three successive commanders. Entrusted by 
Anson with the task of raising t corps for service while actually 
in the field, he moulded into n regiment the mob of recruits who 
formed hia rnw iarrteri&I r bound them to liimself by lIih closest 
ties of personal devotion, and, Forcing thetn, while yet on y 
half trained, into the field, hurled them in a series of cavalry 
combats against the enemy, and proved to them that, tinder 
his leadership, tbev were irresistible- Capable ol enduring 
Lhc extremes of hardship and fatigue, revelling m danger yet 
never rash, knowing exactly what was possible, and never 
hesitating to aitcmpt what was all but impossible, he was the 
beau'ideal of a partisan leader. Towards custinl acqumutancee 
his speech was brusque, and bis manner distant and super¬ 
cilious ; hut in his intercourse with Ills friends, he knew how 
to show all the graces and the sympathies of comradeship. 
Tic brave end gentle Seaton wrote of him. “ during the whole 
of that siege we were together ill the same tent, anil it wns lo 
his unremitting care and nursing that in great measure I owed 
mv life. It was then that I saw in all their splendour hu 
noble soldierly qualities, never fatigued, never down-cast, 
always cool and calm, with a cheerful countenance, and u 
word of encouragement for every one," But, alas, in the stress 
and whirl of a stormy life, bis fine nature had been grievously 
marred. Poverty had corrupted Ida sense of honour ; and time 
hud not softened the truculence of his spirit- It has been 
asserted by men who knew him well that bo enriched himself 
by di all attest means, and that, during the siege of Delhi, be 
executed, firing the first shot with his own bands, without 
a regular trial.' and solely upon the statement of an interested 
informer, a native officer who had befriended him when his 
fortunes were low, and to whom, at tbe moment when he 
took Lis life, he waa under a pecuniary obligation * Still, 
there were a lew unquenchable sparks of nobility left in him, 
which could make a man like Robert Napier refuse, in spite 
ol all. to forsake his friendship. Unscrupulous, unprincipled, 
he was yet a man capable of loving and of winning love 
from tbo good, it man without fear, it not without re preach. 
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Hod son lost no time iti going to Wilson with the storv 
wbiofi bis spy had tuid him, and, pointing pat that the 
capture of the city -would avail hut little eo long as the 
King remained at liberty, asked whether hu did not intend 
to pursue him. Wilson replied that he bad no European 
troops to spare.* Tlodsou then volunteered to go himself 
with some of his own irregulars, Still Wilson refused. At 
last, bn waver, he gave way, only stipulating that the King's 
life should be spared. Hudson soon started with fifty of 
his troopers. Approaching the tomb, ho concealed himself 
and his men in some old buildings near tile gateway, nnd 
then sent messengers to demand the surrender of the King, 
on the sole condition that his life should be spared. Two 
hours after, they brought hack word that the King would 
surrender, it Hodson would himsell go, and pledge his word 
ior the fiiliiJment of the condition. Hodeon consented, and 
rode out from his hiding'place. A great crowd was gathered 
in front of the tomb. Presently the King's favourite .Begum 
and her son passed out through the gateway, followed hy a 
palkoc bearing the King. Hodson rode np, and hade the 
King give up his anus, The King in reply asked Hodson 
to confirm flic guarantee wluub hia messengers had given. 
Hudson solemnly promised,* Then, in the presence of a 
crowd who were too awed to strike a blow in Ills behalf, 
with the glorious white marble dome of that imperial man* 
sole um to remind him of the majesty of his ancestors, he travel] 
by hie own kinsmen, his city captured, hia army defeated 
and dispersed, his hopes shattered, the lost king of the house 
of Timonr gave up his arms to an English subaltern, and 
was led away captive to await his trial, 

But the Kings sons were still to he brought to their 
account. Never doubting that these men had hounded on the 
murderers of their women and children, Hodson and his com¬ 
rades were too entirely possessed by the desire for their condign 
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punishment to think of askiag for prwfe of thm guilt. Hod- 
B nm therefore resolved to go and capture them 09 he hud 
captured ifae King. At first Wilson would not be Founded 
to giro his consent: hut Hudson was importunate : Nicholson 
from his dying bed vehemently supported him ; and Wilson 

Ml llStf Tlf-lllpfl '■ 

At eight o'clock on the morning of the gist he started 
with Lieutenant Mucdowell, his second in command, and a 
hundred picked men of his own regiment. Let the reader 
trv to picture to himself the departing cavalcade,—wild-looking 
horsemen wearing scarlet tarhans and dust-coloured tunics 
bound with scarlet sashes; their leader a tall spare mau 
attired like them, Tiding his horse with a loose rein, with 
reddish brown hair and heard, aniline nose, thin curved 
defiant nostrils, and blue eyes which seemed aglow with a 
hatf-kiridlod light.f Arriving at tho tomb, he sent in Meerzft 
Elahee Buksh’ainl Rujnh Ait, both of whom be bad brought 
with him, to hay that he had come to seize the princes for 
punishment, and intended to do so, dead or alive. For more 
them half an hoar the two Englishmen were kept in suspense. 
At last the messengers returned to ask Hodsou whether he 
would promise the princes their lives. He replied that he 

would nut. The messengers wul hack. Hodson and Mac- 

do we 11 waited on, wondering whether the princes would ever 
come. They heard furious shouting within. It was the 
appeal of a fanatical mob of Mussulmans to their princes to 
lead them out against the infidels. At length a messenger 
Otiine out to say that the princes were coining, Hodson 
sent ten men to meet them; and Maedowell by his order 
formed np the troop across the road, to shoot them down 
if there should be any attempt to rescue them. Presently 
they J. were aeon approaching in a email bullock cart, with the 
ten troopers escortiDg them, uud a vast crowd belliud. ii°d" 
non and Macdowell rode up alone to meet them. Once 
more they begged Hodson to promise them their lives. 
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" Most certainly not,' 1 he replied, and ordered the driver to 
move on. The driver obeyed; and tbe crowd were following 
snumlianeouely, when Hod don imperiously waved them hack, 
and MaedoweJI, beckoning to his troop, formed them up 
between the crowd and the cart, the latter of which was thus 
free to pursue its way, while the former, baffled, fell slowly 
and sullenly back. Then Hudson galloped up to the troopers 
who were escorting the cart, and told them to hurrv on 
towards the city as fast as they could, while he and Mac- 
dowell dealt with the mob. Hastily rejoining his subaltern, 
he found the mob streaming up the steps of the gateway into 
tbe garden of the tomb. Leaving the bulk of the troop 
outside, be followed with bis subaltern and but four men. 
Then, seeing the necessity of instantly awing the crowd, be 
commanded them in a firm voice to surrender Lheir arms. 
1 bey hesitated, there were some six thousand nf them con¬ 
fronting him. He sternly repeated the order; and they obeyed. 

Whlnn two hours five hundred swords and more than five 
hundred Are-arms were collected; and Hodeon, having 
fulfilled his object of keeping the crowd occupied, rode off 
vnlli the troup to overtake bis prisoners. He was only jnat 
m time. As he drew near, he saw a large crowd surging 
round the cart, and menacing*the escort.* He had intended 
that the prisoners should be brought to formal trial ; but now 
he felt that, unless be slew them nn the spot, the mob would 
fescue them, and, emboldened by success, turn upon himself 
and Li a troopers. His resolvo was instantly formed. Gal¬ 
loping into the midst of the crowd, he reined up, and 
addressed them, saying that the princes bad butchered the 
women and children of his race, and that Government bad 
now sent their punishment. Then, seizing (l carbine from 
nmj of his men, he ordered the princes to strip off their 
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tipper garments, ami, wlitfD they had done soj shot them all 
dead. Finally, wMle the crowd stood by, awestruck and 
motionless, be ordered the corpses to be taken away, and 
Hung out in front of the Xotwallee* On this spot the head 
of a fntnmifl Sikh Gooroo r Jcy Bahadoor Ebi^D p had been 
exposed by order of Aurungzflbe. A prophecy Lad long 
been current among the Sikha ihst they should recoupicr 
the city of the persecuting emperor by the aid of the white 
men. The prophecy was now in their eyes fulfilled ; and 
Hudson Lad avenged the martyr of their rehgfon.* 

u I cannot help being pleased," wrote Hod son, li at die 
warm congratulations 1 receive on all sides for my success in 
destroy mg the enemies of our race, + + . I *£® too conscious 
of the rectitude of my own motives to care what the few may 
say while mv own conscience and the voice of the many 
pronounce me right. Since then* however* it baa bees 
asserted by some that the deed in the remembrance of which 
Hudson exulted was a brutal murder, and that, if be had 
survived till men p 9 passions had cooled down, he would ha^e 
been a marked man for life. I have recorded the lade* and 
nothing but the facts, The reader inuat supply his own 
commeinarv. But let those who condemn the deed* ask 
themselves" whether it would have been a generous or elu 
honourable thing for men who. while their passions were 
ablaze, had applauded a deed by which their lost for ven¬ 
geance was gratified t T to turn round, when time had cooled 
theirs* and lxcoiii m uni cute ihe doer. 

All this time John Xicdiolsou, the fallen Lion of the Fun- 
jnub, was d,ving slowlv on the llidge + As he lay tossing on 
bis bed, be asked ofum how the array* with which he was no 
mens to go forth to buttle, was prospering; and* though his 
wound was such (bat he could not speak without agony, be 
still made bis influence felt by written suggestion.! When 
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ho heard that Wilson spoke of retreating, he cried out, the 
lire of Lid indignation leaping upward m in expiring flame, 
“ Thank God, I have strength yet to shoot him, if necessary/* 
At times ha guttered gnch paroxysms of pain that it wag 
necessary to drench him with morphia. Neville Chamberlain 
often came to sit hy his bedside, and cheer him up ; hut ho 
knew he was dying. Such as ho was* such as be had made 
himself, a mighty spirit* wild and untamed* vibrating with 
ambitious only half realised, glowing with noble aspirations 
too imperfectly followed, his time of probation, he knew, was 
over* He had no wife to send him the last messages of 
love ; hs had held on his stormy course through this world 
alone. But tu bis mother, and to those two dear friends* of 
whom one still Eve a to cherish his memory, he soul his words 
of love. Of what sort that love was, let his last message to 
Edwardcs show " Say that, if at this moment a good fairy 
wr^ro io give me a wish, my wish would he to have ham here 
next to my mother." On the morning after he had said 
this, the 33rd of September, he died. Ho looked like a 
on bis nftk riven asunder by u thunder-bolt, t 

“On the 3Dth/ a wrote Edward e-e, 1,1 Delhi wag completely 
in cm r possession, and every English henrt thanked God for 
it. There seemed a hope, too. that Nicholson might live. 
On the 23rd that hope was extinguished ; and with a grief 
unfeigned, and deep, and stem, and worthy of the mail* the 
news was whispered/ Nicholson i$ dead/ Ji | 

Nicholson was -lnrul. But* Lf Ms conn try men are cureless, 
uf bis fame, his spirit yet lives in the memory of the law¬ 
less Iron Li emu tn whose fathers loved, and reverenced, nsid 
dreaded him. They say that the hoofs of his war-hcrEc 
arc to be heard ringing at uiglit over the P&shawtir valley; 
and they believe that until that Bound dies away, the nile 
of the Feringhoes in Lhu valley will endure. 


- Lester Iiy-m NeviSk' Ciumiberltiij to Herb&r* Edwnirdcu, in lirr ■ 

.□/' Indian Gjfterr^ ?ol ii. p. 4*0. " 
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CHATTEB XI. 

# 

I. AT HR EVENTS IK THE PUNJAUH,-OPERATIONS CON¬ 

SEQUENT on the pall op delhi.—-first two 

CAMPAIGNS OF SIB COLIN CAMPBELL. 

It ja time now to apeak of those disturbances in the Fon- i£5j. 
jaiib, the news uf which bud caused such grove anxiety to the 
Chief Commissioner before he heard of the recapture of Delhi. 

Tt happened that t,ndv Lmvrcnoe was staying at the hill 
station or Murree. On tlie 1st of September one of her insurrection 
native servants warned the Assistant-Commissioner to expect 
an attack that night. The information wus perfectly true. 

The turbulent lull-men of the die trie l had been incited to 
make the attack by some Hindnstauee Mahometans, who 
had wurked successfully upon- their religious passions and 
their lovo of plunder. In the dead of tbo night they came, 
expecting an easy viotory; but, encountering u determined 
resistance from the police and the few Europeans who were 
living in the station, they stopped short, and, after a 
brief skirmish, fled. Many of them were pursued and taken. 

Others took refuge in Hussnm, the inhabitants of which 
ultimately delivered them over to Becker for punishment.* 

The rebellion in Moultau was mure formidable. The rest¬ 
less Mahometan tribes of the Gongairn district mistook Lhe biEorriMition 
mildness ol British rule, so unlike the cruelty which they “Gocrm™. 
had suffered at the lands of the Sikhs, for weakness, and were 
encouraged in their disaffection by the apparent inability of 


* /*■ M XL? pp. 44 !e pur. &&; pp^ L4*X», pttrir 





400 


OPEBATrONS CONSEQUENT ON fcEAP. XJ. 


1 S 37 , 


Groa tJicd'i 
utar^h 
lliruojfh 
tht Diak 


Sept 2B 


anr army to win bank Delhi. In this tamper they were 
wrought upon by their fanatic at leaders to undertake a 
crasflde for the glory of Islam. It was on the evening of the 
of September that the Chiel Commissioner heard that 
they had risen* Within three Lours he had sent against them 
all the troops whom he could spare. For some time indeed 
their fastnesses surrounded by swamps and thick jungle, pro¬ 
tected them from attack. At length, however, the British 
troops, guided by some shepherds whom they hud captured, 
surprised and ranted thcm.+ Thenceforward no disturbances 
of any importance occurred to break the peace of the Punjaub; 
for, when the people became really convinced that Delhi had 
fallen, their confidence in British power, and with it Lheir 
loyalty, or at least their resignation tu British rule returned- 
Still, whatever results the recapture of Delhi might have 
Lad, iT it had occurred in Juno, it came in fact too lata to 
produce a]] the sedative effects which had been expected ta 
follow it. General W ilsun saw that* if his 3 uccaas was to have 
auy value, he must follow it up at once. Swarms of mutineers 
who had escaped from Delhi were pushing across the Doab, 
with the object of entering Oudc.J Ho resolved therefore to 
send a column in pursuit of them under Lieu tenant ’ 1 Colonel 
Edward Gresthed, who had distinguished himself in tb e 
operations against Delhi. On the ii4th of September, the 
column, consisting of two thou sand seven hundred and 
ninety § tnen T of whom a third wore Europeans, marched 
out of Delhi in the direction of Allygnrh- The men were in 
high spirits after the long weariness of the siege. On the 
a7th they reached Secunderabad* This town and the villages 
that surrounded it bore marks of having suffered terribly at 
the hands of the Goojurs. All the houses had been gutted 3 
every article of property had been plundered ; the bullocks had 
baen driven away, || Early oe^c morning Greutbed continued kin 


* F. AL /?.. II. 1 n, prur. 44 . In £n(fenuiw 1* 3 k™ 1 ! I*ltert fazm Imfia ^4 X ,,v 
1457*jir 4T&, tils rfnfcji Ip £Wvu us tho of Lbo IBiK 

f F. 4/. fl T p. 1C, par- 44, 45; p P . u3-5 p pur. 134-3& 

% Borarrhler, p. 7H. 

§ Thi* BcmrcJiicp - i-n^nEe, HerUls China Wkih ih- 
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CHAP. XI.] THE FALL OF DELHI. 

march. Blattering tilts rebels like sprat, end driving the 
mutineers before him. Many villages were passed, the inbnbi- 
ttitit« of which were known to be rebels und murderershut 
the soldiers' eagerness for vengeance was disappointed hy the 
interference of Hie civil officers accompanying the column, 
who feared lest severity would endanger tbe collection oF the 
revenue.* It was easy to see who were for the British, who 
against them. The column brought peace ta the long- 
suffering labourers, while the Mahometans fretted indignantly 
itl the curb which it imposed upon thcm.t 

Gimtbed found Allygurb evacuated, mad left el detach¬ 
ment to bold it* As be advanced, n succession of Urtmta 
written in every language, dead and living,) P aure ^ * n u l IL3a 
him from Agra, beseeching, corn mao ding him to hasten Jit- biy 
utmost speed* to succour that place. The fact wn& that an 
army of mEidoeers from Central India, reinforced by mutineers 
from Gwalior and Delhi, was hovering in the neighbourhood 
of tbe fortress, and all the old terrors of tbe garrison h*& 
revived. G readied mid hi^ officers read these letters with a 
mixture of amusement and contempt- They felt sure tit at 
the initborities of Agra, with ft strong fort and a sufficient 
garrison to protect them* were exposed to no such perils os 
1 1 1 e v bad tb i Hi Si ■ l res s Li ccessMly \ -verr o me at 1 1 vdki. X eyer- 
tbeleaSp at midnight on tbe 8th of October* Greattiod sent on 
his cavalry and horse-artillery, with orders to proceed by 
forced marches to Agra. At four o'clock on tbe following 
morning be pressed on himself with the infantry> Earl% oo 
the morning of tbe 10th be crossed the Jumna under tbe 
walls of the fort, buviug marched forty-four milea in twenty- 
eight hours .■§ " Those dreadful-looting men must be 

Afghans; 1 remarked a lady to a civilian^ aa eba watched the 
jaded* war-worn* bclu- dried soldiers of the 8tb Queen a tramp 
wearily over the bridge. j[ 

* m*n tl of India, Mw* 11*ISM* p. 70, 

f iL t p- B4? Aduruiw to Start faster j Jtc w Jnd?if, 0 Nov. IM7, p. 7C. 
The pw« which tb* eoSnmn fc®fiUgbt+ however, only lomponwy. Th& 
rahelrt Tim fri^htenM, fcmt not ml-dtied. The progrti-HH cf tbe Cfllcmm baa 
htirtt aptly LikpncU tr. tlmt of a nhip Unload which the wptifrfl. wbiell Un henm 
bur# eloft, nsiuuLtr. 

| These urn the very words of Btfurehisr. p, 07. 

g QresthedV dtfpAJtfih; Fori. Ptiper* t vdL Part S H p. !!0. 
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Great] icd was in formed on bis arrival that the enemy had 
retired beyond a stream nino miles distant. The authorities 
were to hiatus for giving him this information, the erroneous- 
uess of which they might have ascertained, if they had oared 
to do so*; but he was also to hiatus for accepting it without 
enquiry. So iuoatitions was he that he did not even post 
picqaets.t The men encamped on the parade-ground, eud 
breakfasted. Some then lay down on the ground, and went 
to sleep. Others moved about, talking to their friends of the 
garrison. Suddenly, at- about half-past ten, a number of 
round shot crashed into the camp. But it was impossible to 
take soldiers like those by surprise. The infantry instinctively 
sprang up, and seized their muskets; the cavalry leaped 
into their saddles ; the artillery manned their guns. When 
Greathed came on to the ground, he found °the artillery 
already in action, and the 0th Lancers formed up in squadrons, 
reedy to charge. Meanwhile the members of the garrison 
who had gone to visit the camp, were rushing back panic- 
stneken to the fort with such headlong violence, many of 
thorn galloping on the artillery-homes, which they had pur- 
lujued, that the officers who were trying to got to their 
regiments could not make head against the torrent. Greathed 
deployed hie line. The enemy's cavdry began the battle bv 
e urging the British artillery, but were hurled hack instantly 
by a squadron of the Lancers. The British infantry how- 
ever, suffered severely from the fire of the enemy's'heavy 
guns, f ortunately, «a they were beginning to give wav. 
Upturn Pearson came hurrying up from the fort with his 
baLtery to reinforce them ; the enemy were driven hack; and 
the cavalry, charging at the right moment, threw them into 
complete disorder. They were already in full retreat along 
the Gwahor road when Colonel Cotton, arriving from the fore 
with the 3rd Bengal European Regiment, joined the pursuers, 
and «a earner officer, assumed command. The pursuit was con¬ 
tinued for seven miles. The enemy lost nil their baggage, guns, 
tttd amuremfon. It was they, infant , who w h ^J P nl :( ! 4 

* &» MbUbooo toI ii. p. 9fl, notBl i ' 

i fci Lj ; 1 *■, lln i* ms, 

. Gnallied a despolca; Uo-utvlaMi-, pp. lOOnj, 
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For the next three days the column halted at Agra. ^bite 
it was there, Hope Grant received a letter from the Secretary OrtlUlt 
to the Government of the JJorth-Western Provinces, inform- ap^nted 
ing him that he was to come down, and take command l of it. f 

“Yon are to come on at once," wrote the Secretary, “in the ..oiajjuL 
mail-cart, if possible." H ope G rant would have been delighted 
to go, but be could not understand wlmt authority a secretary 
hnci to give him such an appointment. General Penny, 
however, who had succeeded to iho command at Delhi, re¬ 
assured him ; and, by travelling night and day, ho overtook 
the column, which had left Agra throe days before, at Feroze- 
bad. On the 2(1 th of October he reached Cawnpore; crossed 
the Ganges on the 30th ; and marched, by order of the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, to Buntbeerii, a village in the plain beyond 
the Bun nee bridge, where he waited to taka his pert in the 
coming operations for the relief of Lucknow.* 

Meanwhile other operations for the reduction of the country Croatian* 
round Delhi were being carried on. Before the close of C(lrt]ani i t 
September, General Van Curtlandt had succeeded in restoring sba»-on. 
order in the districts to the north-west. On the 2nd of 
October Brigadier Showers led out a column from Delhi to 
reduce the western and south-western districts, aud returned 
on the 19th, after burning a number of villages, taking throe 
torts, about seventy guns, and treasure to the amount of 
seventy thousand pounds, and capturing two rebel princes,t 
Before long, however, news arrived from Rujpootana, which lrJ - 
obliced General Penny to send another column into the 

fold. 

For some weeks after the critical events in June, Rajpootnus Ratr^ct 
had remained comparatively quiet. After George Lawrence Kajportuuk 
bad once impressed the population with the belief that ho was 
determined to keep the upper hend, ho was able to rely not 
only upon the good behaviour, hut also to some extent upon 
the loyal support of the respectable classes, even including 
Mahometan a.} There was, indeed, a stroug Mahometan 


# , pp. LJiS^TS. 
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faction In Jyepore which eagerly desired the success of the 
Delhi mntineer3 H But, it was only from the dregs of the 
civil population and the soldiery that Lawrence had to appre¬ 
hend serious danger. In August a number of prisoners 
escaped from the Ajmeer gaol, and same of the Bombay 
troops siat toned at Xusseernbnd and Ncemuch mutinied. In 
these three cases, however, authority speedily and easily 
vindicated itself. The moat serious troubles which arose 
wore due to the sympathy of Eroope in the service of native 
princes with the mutineers of the sepoy army. 

On the 22nd of August the hulk of the Joudpore legion, 
which was quartered at EriEpoorab h mutinied. Next day they 
were joined by two detachments of their comrades, who had 
lately been repulsed in ao attempt to murder some of the 
Europeans at Mount Ahoo. The whole force now marched 
out of Erinpoorah, and* near Palee, defeated ait army 
which the loyal rajah of Joudpore had sent against 11 mi. 
Some days before, Lawrence, who was then at Ajmeer, had 
heard what had taken place.* The troops which he h ad at his 
disposal were very few ; hut he knew that his authority would 
be lost unless he made Home attempt to punish the mutineers* 
He therefore marched against a fort which they had occupied. 
Finding that it was too strong for him to take, and that bo 
could not persuade them to come out and fight, be fell back 
on Ajmeer, The legion, then marched In the direction of Delhi, 

On the l Oth of November a column undt-r Colontd G errand 
started from that city to deal with them. At Kan nude, 
which he reached on the 13 th, Gerrard received inform a don 
which led him to believe that he would bo able to bring them 
id action on the morrow. Next morning therefore be pushed 
on for the village of NLimoni The road was ao deep with 
sand that the guns could hardly be dragged along, und the 
infantry had to halt again nod again to gm them time to come 
up. leu butirs were consumed in marching twelve miles, and 
the men chafed angrily at a delay which, they feared,, would 
allow the enemy to escape. They were soon to find, however. 


* fi.rWfii to teertt Z#t*r* /ram Jnrfky. Jj»l \m t p r 70 L- G 
™ tjf-tAn* > ?urr 4 Srri>P ?n /n^.t, jijr. :M + 3H, 
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CHAT. SI.] 1'iU3 FAIL OF DELHI, 

tliat tliia vary delay was the most fortunate thing that could 

to«» *. « <~s 

they reached a Tillage shout two miles from NkbotI. Ti 
pi ie was so strong that, if the enemy had held it they could 
oat have been dislodged, except at the cost of much bloodshed- 
A* a matter of fact, they had occupied it on that very 
ing; but their leader, concluding from the non-appearance of 
die British that they were not coming nt all, and too ^ 
to take painfl to verify bis conjecture, bad obimdoned it. 

Garrard halted for a short time to recruit hie men. They 
were eating the food which they had taken with them and 
drinking their grog, when they saw a little cloud of dust 
rising over sumo eloping ground in their iront. Tn a few 
momenta they discerned masses or horsemen through the 
duet. Presently a shot whizzed over their heads No 
was lost, in replying to the challenge. The British edvoned. 
steadily; their artillery threw a shower of grape am rot) _ 
shot into the rebel Tanks: and now the loud “ Shabssk H 
the Guides, and the flash of sabres and tulwars amid a cloud 
of dust DU the right showed that a cavalry combat had begun. 

The eaomv's horsemen met the shuck of the Oni es on b 
Carabineers right gallantly, but were, Dotwuhstauding, over- 

powered and buried hack; the victore, wheeling round ^r 

tliair pursuit, swooped upon the gunners ant! cun own a it 
stood their ground; the 1st BengalTusiliere; overpowered he 
infantry trad captured the guns; and the Mooltanae burse, 
charging the rebel right, completed the rout, Gerrard pressed 
on in pursuit; hut. as he was sitting conspicuous no his while 
Arab, Lis red cool covered with deooraliuuB, a rebel aimed 
deliberately at him, and wounded him mortally. ls enemy 
took heart'again, and throw the Mooltanees into cunfusiun by 
a audden charge; but the Fusiliers came to the rescue, ex¬ 
pelled them from some buildings which they stall hold, and 

won the battle.! , , 

Next day the troops rested. On the 33rd they csrne to a Jtov. I?. 
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t0Vfn > tflIIed P altowlM, and were there joined by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Seaton, wbq had been appointed to succeed Gerrard. 
Under hie command they returned to Delhi, to prepare for a 

Adairs *l fjn?&h camtiaiim, 

PoEkl *ftar hs r 

rMpfruvL ine people of Delhi hud expiated* many time# om, tile 

crimes of Lhe mutineers. Tens of thousands of men,’ and 
women, and children ware wandering, for no crime, homeless 
over the country. What they had left behind was lost to 
them for ewer; for the soldiers, going from Lon so to house 
end from afreet to street, ferreted out ovary article of value, 
and smashed to pieces whatever they could not carry away! 
A 1|Hilary Governor had been appointed; but he could do 
Irttle to restrain the passions of those who surrounded him. 
Natives were brought forward in batches to be tried by a 
Military Commission or by Special Commissi oners, each one 
of whom had been invested by the Supreme Government with 
full powers of life and death. Those judges were in no mood 
to show mercy. Almost all who wore tried were condemned; 
and alm&st all who were condemned were sentenced to death. 
A four-square gallows was erected in a conspicuous place in 
the city ; and five or six culprits were hanged every day. 
English officers uised to sit by, pulling at their cigars, and 
look on at the convulsive struggles of the victims. Sir 
J keep hi Ins Metcalfe, a civilian whose house had been gutted 
by the mutineers, and who, to do him justice, would never 
have turned his back, in the days of their triumph, upon any 
number qf them, w aB foremost in the work of retribution. 
One anecdote will show the terror which he inspired. An 
English lady happened one day tq he inspecting some 
ornaments which a native jeweller bad brought to her. 
Dunking that the prices which he asked for them were too 
high, (the exclaimed.,. "I will send you to Metcalfe Sahib" 
lu a moment the man had fled, leaving all Ids goods behind, 
lo many, however, it seemed that not nearly enough l.ad 
been done to avenge the mnsaacr^s of th b 11th of May, and 
to vindicate the outraged majesty of the imperial'race. 

I here were men,—and among them was James Outrun— who 
urged that the accursed city should bo rased to the ground. 

But there was one who pleaded, in fearless and earnest 
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J'“ 0 1 , ti J fnc£ lh M tk. city had fallen w fla simply 

d sbelieved by the natives, who regarded the salutes and the 
i i J tninations with winch the event was celebrated ns the last 
desperate device by which the Feringhces hoped to rnaie it 
aprt-nt that they had recovered their ascendency.* From the 

tliTi? i tLe Vau ^ h do '" 1 int0 lhe heart uf Bengal, from 

t!°r f 8 SflUg ° r Und N6,lndd » territories, 

S^Th* ' ^■ WaB SLiH t>Verrun * mutineers and 

Bnv P ? m l ° f “ ecti0n ^ ftmn across the 
I«nv of Bengal. Symptoms of disquiet began to appear in 

Uie newly-annexed province of Pegu : the courtiers of the 
iung of Burmaii urged him to seize the opportunity for 
attacking the power which had humiliated Liu,; iin d, if he Lad 
bad a shrewd idea of ns reserved strength, he would have 
beeu ready enough to follow their advice,* It was reserved 
for the new Commandcr-in-Chief, Sir Colin Campbell to 
paralyse the surviving energies of the uprising, the first m i 

hlT, *t”? 1 ’*** i,,d h “° “"itbstood 

jLrf! 7 7°, 1> “ d “PP“r«l b*fb™ bim tJiat it M 

utterly destroyed the imperial fabric. 

Sir Colin Campbell had been a suldler for forty-nine yearo. 
ad served in the Peningula and with the Walierou 

KgK** U \ h *t “ * ^ top- « the storming of 
- .j. 6 ’^ d S0rTet * m the American war of M}U r 

wallah MGg ea \ m lhC CL ' Ue8 ™ r fjf Js ^. at Chilli an' 
Ifah, at Gonjerni, Sgamgt the h,U-tribes of the north-wen 

^nntier, and m the Crimea. Ho was a man who, lite Charles 

Vf? could not help loving war for its i „„ ke “ 

'""'*"**'* best stronger 

with lis ni r ; ; e6Mni wb ° ccm,d Lis **£* 

Jr ” n T ' wLen h * harangued them the 

strongly Ins awn nature was stirred He ims ,, *■ i 
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‘ZL L for details, aed "* *" 

SLl'op^-to-rf » “™ tC '"'' liC T"“”„7h re b«» 

oemdcBlly of each other, few commanders ouu d tuve bce 
better fitted. He set such a high value np«n di^plme tb^ 
be could not brook bearing officers of mnk jll-spo e *° , 

when diey had shown them**** hopelessly meompetent 
vel be always manifested that care for the safety and <=° 

of .olfcoVloeb, r*-« “S^SJIBSSS 

tri-S£TS=- **—» *- r y >-£ 

Z UL't L tardy e**^ » M. *-— -£» 
beoow Ibey- enabled him to provide beuer for . dear y 

Ue bad oeeer married; bo. b,a rckoous«d. ihm 
, u ,l with hi. eld tried frieod. aborr »b.t a po.er °f 
lore be had. So commimdcT-m-obief more *““f , ' y 

nMS of Atmlo-Iudian officers eoold bav. bee! selected. .1 
n. alSadv l» Wo appearance rrell. hr. am* 
soldierly figure, hie high ragged tohimd r CTrired h y meow, 
nf c ris p grey hair. bis keen, shrewd, kindly, honest ejes, h. 
c™ mouth rdth it. short trim mousmoho. Ins 
dsuotioo a temper so eueillhl., yel eo eu.et.eo “ 

enforce obedience, yel so geoUl. »iri«iHe. » '“W™* 

His ohat.eL.-r do» not tare so ab.rp an impremmu upon the 
mW „ that of other actor, in lb. Mutiny; J« * ■■ ™ 
which ia more appreciated the better it is known. 

Sir Colin was m Calcutta, busily preparing to open ^ til* Iincknow 

campaign, when be received from Lucknow news which warned prison. 

him ttathe mu* not lose a moment, if he wished to avert 

* great disaster.t It wiU he remembered that only a small 

pan of Ae three which Outmm and Havelock commanded had 
Ln able to enter the entrench uiont on the evening of the 
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“ ,h “ F "“ J triton'” lef ' Wi»d 

waa sent to the rcncne nr , r l j,,, .i * , DD Robert Aapier 

««»... of lb , JJ Y b f 27tl. nl] , 1,0 

tlifltJiud been left to hold |h c tfa o detachment 

old garriann, iimb “eh. bad joined Ingli,-, 

..ib,,. ciiroo a ZcZ & * a-- * ■■• 

Outrsm’s aitdDtiea w Ll „/ T * Selves upon 

»I. 0 .^|. ,oT“ m “ lh " * -n. 

ior the women and ohildteo, ti.e s fcT s ™T 

doc ba provided. Ha nnw ^kc.* - r could 

ba Jiia army would n^i ** 1 * ^ 

them * C., flpew 7 Y *U* Z * escort 

of I-oiaion, 1 tOo^tam “ '« Mb Mk 

be relieved, His anxint*, i ntJ people sliotild. 

them, Was intense. One'night' ™ b! “ WUI 

happened to eomn into Id. , 00 ^ h.ZtnSE",?"** 

fieaidenoVd In the djrqtiH] ] T I **** “*** he Stored the 

■—*4 i sriit: dsvia - t pi “ 

Oigl? he determined to M iao onm^'f' Mmi ' 
bank of the river* M - E „ , , PJ P“kcaB on the 

-*■* ** z^.zrz i T' t "'****' 

n ™ ^ ^lo I OB Us contioued Lpon^w d °[ ^ 
garrison, now colderably reinforced. Tht a! I M 
?"*•?* t0 thld ob **S° **** officer who 
it ue ong 03 possible, ainen « would he JUvalnlh! * ^ 

ID ff P lfl e« for a relieving army. Rsf,™ ,i “ tIe 08 11 **U- 
Oatrani asoertuined that the amount of /'^ ° f tiie ““Itb • 
had been tinder-esLi mated, and that, bv *- n .°i ^ I “ B ™S 
he would ha able to mnke it J rt st for S0Jae ° BE *WioiDjr, 

—------ _ Wee, «B longer. He l 

a^sis-i’r- **-*- *- 1 
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lbei.for.rs.nlwJ to «H patiently until Sir Colin O.mpWl 

s!, "o«k “*■ «-*. - 

SfiEX» j M.« a. 

V - / nrnl ilie old defences were repaired fiDd new 
iron bnd S e; Jf tL enemy, on their part, had by do 
batteries construed. The ^ ttHfl indeS that they bad 

K 6BM bf Ml’S S» thbt Unit mi***™ ““ ld ” 

SrStS Sy .“St, TheyM»- 

rs~-.k.« s *. sri." 

miDtrn operations as vigorously as ev^r. Bur B«* 

J7 f6k ^Tforth^apLcd g™, 

S°3Sy.d hot,... .od 

took poJ™°n «f ‘h« = “**’ ""it a “S Th. 

mbera. In other respects too their condi _ . 8 Tlifi 

blockade was better thou it had bec-n during the m - ^ 

—o.™ - 

minds ai Inglis ^ pe^p < f for 

h„™ l«n g «od ««? -*•* “» ™ SZ c°" 

„i: ef ™lief would surely come at lest- Their material 
dio.1, Soww, wa. MU *tcW,M cnnn ? h. B, “ 
their gun-bullocks they would^ bnc jnot cn g - * 
maintain strength for working and fighting._ ' d 

be able, too, to moke their grain last by reduemg *■»£»•. 
But, ^ they had no bakers, they were *"** *£ ^ 
obnpatues instead of bread. In eonB^cnee of ^K^y 
suffered from diarrhoea and dysentery ; while the want ol 
vegetable caused swrbutio affeotionB. The miseries ol ■ 
Jl were aggravated by the crowded Bt.aLo of the hospHals. 
Those who were out absolutely incapacitated fur duty became 
weak and ailing, and, having - tobacco * 

smoke leaves, tea, and even the to* of trees. ^tay 
harassed by continual night duty. The cold autrnnn 
penetrated their thin summer clothing. laired b > lb “ 
example and the sympathy of Lbo genets, they sustained *U 
ihesa hatdflhipa without complaining, icmght gallantly and 
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worked faithfully, like British soldi*™ B tii hnn* i 

Sir Culm's Rip fUTr,,'. J i , 501 * lr LoJin B coming * 

brrpmdMi* |j - . ” w “ 8 [ 0 rwi«» boroud ilia oivo control. 

Before ho nrnl, He CoTcroraeot led „re B „ed n„l. Z 

r.T " «'»“'• The milm , ... Z, ' 

-peratnjLs against Luck low, could only he Mrfo ™ P j 

Ssr«-i ~ illed vS 

breat at^llinan ^ i 77** w,lc,r encouraged t>v |b e 00 fc. 

1 Jncipore, had risen h, Eastern Bella*- and the 
neighbouring province of Cliotn Naepore t Fn.m ,i ™ 
of his arrival, however Sir nJL^i . hB “ Dment 

no™,- 0,™ oWll m T “ J ““ W “' slf “ 

oaoiJs to hrir ZSL.*^; S O f Sh ^”“—1 

chased for ti.. , , ? He “■*■4 horses to be pur* 

»■wi'.T.'ri" 1 s;“.r" *■*“'— 

irienta arrived fru™ *kn, f. , . - " 1 io ^ VT remiotco- 

— fa- E»gJi <ta Z “tb Sir7.r '7°^' 

seen them all duly Sem .. . _ ‘ ‘- ] r l-olm, having 

his stuii’ from Calcutta \w sT Liffiatir Wiih 

bdHog into .bef °‘T ‘f 

le cowing lb. road. o/thTlM of S-lr-a h '1 '° rl ’ e "' 1 
Alkhahad. Beat dav nfr^r ^ oi Member he reached 

- *^^^Lsrrr 1 ?' *■ 

resumed his journey. On the same day ooo of ^ ?’ *“ 

aching tQ lbs fant gained a victory^ Kudj^^™ 

f ^»r t , toL MJiv. $HSTSq r P Arti i alld 
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f S' CD!, 
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tta h. .Laid WL-ta U. W*» “‘''X h W 
iW.no. to U« * » f L “ l ‘“”\ f°“” t 0 ‘oW -y 

Dc lhi tie Gwalior Contingent, «fn E ing t« be ^ 01 “ y 
, 0 ' „; Stadia, Ui woopted on off.r ...do t» *» W ^ 
notion. Tania Topo. 10 l«d llmm Nt»“ tlic lhs 

.0,0 non mating upon Cnlpo. -ill. H» 0l j0 "k toon 

v B ahib and tlic Dhmpore matmeott m an atlaet upo 

S^pS It « oleoT Lien that, « the LncUow 
could voimhh afforf to wait a little longer for relict. 

Cuiiu would best serve tie intetnl* of Lbs ^P"* J ^ 

eeedius first of alt to deal these rebels such a blow a, w 
32 0*w beyond tie read, of danger 0«b£ 

Ilf, with characteristic «!**»"«' ***** 

lbE adoption of this court*. "We can manage, = - 

-to screw on tilt near tbe sod of Novambar on *r*« 

reduced rations it i* * f ***/**£*?*jl 

th, State that the Gwalior rebels should be first effect J 

destroyed that aur relief should be a secondary «**uh, - 
tiou.“\ In spite of ibcw facte Sir Cohn - b 

original resolve. Leaving General Windham with a -» 
force to protect Cairapnro, bo proceeded an tbe mb to J°m 
Hope Grant in tlic plain beyond Bunnae. L 

Iu order to ensure the accuse of tbe operation which Sir 
Cdin ™ now about to attempt, it was most imprtml that 

he should receive detailed information respecting the geography 
of Lucknow and its environs. Some days previously On tram 
bad sent him a collection of maps accompanied by a despatc 
containing Li* own idea* as to the route which it would be 
advisable to fellow- Something more, however, was r-jqmwd. 
Tf only some intelligent European member of the garrmou 

sSttfcjWP £ .SSSSLSJ^-SWB 

Gutter *1 Ontmm r « AH* tile uf NoTcnibar. 
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could manage to communicate personally with Sir Colin, 
explain the maps to him, and supplement from local know* 
ledge tbs information which they yielded, their vain a would 
he greatly increased. Bur so many native spies had already 
been captured by the enemy that an Englishman could hardly 
hope to dude them. It was impossible for a humane general 
to ask any man to volunteer for such a forlorn hope, when 
the penalty of failure would lie death in some hideous and 

shameful form, Notwithstanding, a volunteer did present 
himself. 

Among the uncovenanted civil servants in the garrison was 
a clerk named Eavnnugh. H. was a man of great physical 
strength and iron nerve. The prominent features of his 
character were it vanity and a self-importance so preposterous 
" ft]QllJaC 10 amounl to insanity * But almost anything can 
be forgiven to a really bravo man ; and, for cool daring, the 
deed which Kavanagh was about to perform remains unsur¬ 
passed by anything which history can show. Believin- that 
no man could he bettor qualified than himself to net os n^iido 
to the L'ommander-in-Chief, he persuaded a clever native spy 
named Knnoujee Lull to accompany him, and then told 
Outraru that he was prepared to hazard the attempt. At first 
Outram could hardly believe io the sincerity of the proposal ■ 
then he pointed out the dreadful perils of th 0 undertaking- 
but, when he saw that Kavanagh fully realised, yet did 
noL fear them, his heart warmed towards him, and he con¬ 
sented to let him go. Then, however, Kavanagh began to 
reflect on the ruin which would befit 1 y a wife and chiJdU if 
be should fail. “ I vainly struggled," ho wrote, «to convince 
mvsell that it must be done, till the convulsions of my heart 
were relieved by tears." Still, he had no thought of going 
hack from his word. Disguising himself as a budinash. | l0 


* TW° ^ Proof enontfL of Hue in a lrfctia book wrftt.n hi, F-w *. 

cilleil How / won tk( ritArh Cnm, i Runlet untlii- * -- .i?_ V ^ VMMgh, 

of 6«rjo» B from thl- work, if I 1 l*. 1 on£B«i# n t aj** 

odvastox^lm ramark.,“Fen- ],.*» lb** ( hia J Mwta h ” 

ip *** MltamrUbe ohlitaral*] (ruin tie liarolo Banaa^fM^^ 
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plBced in W . belt a pistol with which ho reived to copojU 

suicide in o-eba Imli fall into h * nds * *»ot. 9. 
At half-past eight iu the evening he 1 blkl]o eIm 

(tutraui and Napier warmly pressed his hand a . 

* -d Z 

r« 2 . U* “■> v*"**"^ -r- 

Fortunately ike city KM 11 l bgkled «" bngk y • 
n!l“° oil into Ike open country, tkey lost tkc.r*ny, »“> 
nreoenav found themselves in the Dilkoaaha park, which woe 

in dread af capture. At last they came to * hut, onto™ ' 

Ind Ue the occupants, who told them how to regain th 
rofl d About three o'clock in the morning they met agu ■ 

of Kanoujee Loll was tembJy frightened, 

t L7,L, » topitok Kri* wtok kB kid he™ ontnnuej. 

£^„.h,b»«c™, .«pbbn»l tl ”' ** ”f ™' y 6 “°®. 
li™a in . village -u»°* “- 1 . 

to dim* Mm on his way- rt »y ”«*» “ n 'P“; 

Afier muggling on for nl»»t mo hoars 
bocs-o so tired that he insistod on yi. B dom t> -to* 
Prasnnlly be ms roused by n n«U7. challenge, At hog»" 
Uiste ” A few moments of snspnnBB Followed; and ko lonnd 

“O.’to ol T'follonu.g day Sit Colin 


On me artemouii ui ^ . D - - * Sir Culid 

r- £t==s =vS 5 a ~‘ 
5 SS-*Sr 2 3 £= 

the guns which bad come battered and blackened out of 
combat, on the fiidge. There were the Mb Lancer* Ho^ 

Omt*. gallant regiment, with their bine uniform* »dforegn- 
caps encircled by white turbans. There were the Sikh cava ry 
tail dark men, with piercing black eyes *ud fdMM 
features, curled black rooustacluos and silky beards t artdully 
combed, wearing blue or red turban* and loose fawn-coloured 


* Htnel iron th* rirfWW Vt*u, 70-25*. 
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robes, carrying si] Iver-moutlied fire-arms and curved Kiittitars, 
and riding gaily caparisoned horses,* Next to tb^na, grouped 
Totmd their standards, stood the 8th and 7iHh Queen's, whose, 
wasted ranks and weary air told wbnt they had suffered in 
the summer campaign, and the 2nd and ith Punjonb Infantry, 
who, like them, had lollowcd John Nicholson to the aesmilt 
of Delhi. .All these, as the General rode past them, gazed 
at him silently and fixedly, ns though trying to read in hie 
lace the quality of his generalship. But from the serried 
ranks of the G3rd Highlanders, who stood at the end of the 
line, there arose, os ho came up to them, an enthusiastic 
shout of welcome : for they had learned to know his quality 
already in the Criinea,+ 

At sun ride next morning tLe army was put in motion. 
Aft,r marching about three miles the advanced guard came 
under the enemy's tiro ; but Captain Bourchier brought bis 
battery to the front, and replied promptly and effectively, 
while Lieutenant Gough charged with a squadron of Godson's 
Horse, and captured two of the gnus as the enemy were 
endeavouring to remove them. The troops advanced without 
further opposition to the Alumbagli, and halted under its 
wails. Sir Colin spent the next day in completing bis 
arrangements. His army bad been strengthened hv 
successive reinforcements, and now amounted to about five 
thousand men. Leaving three hundred to garrison the Alma- 
bngb, ha resumed bin advance nu the morning nT the 14th 
Th, enemy wens taken completely by surprise, and evacuated 
the DilkoMha and the ilartinifire almost without a struggle. 
Sir Colin then detached various budice of troops to secure 
the ground which he had won ; and although, before a*** 
the enemy twice attempted to turn Lis position, thev were 
easily v.-pulaed. The tnen Jay down to sleep without Lents 
and with their arms by their sides. Next duv Sir Colin 
signalled to Outran) that he would begin bis ffnal operations 
nn the morrow, and, in order to delude the enemy into the 
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telief that he would advance on the Uft, * strou ^ - 

Aftfr en> “’" s .?' sf— 

Mri> to „my .kiri.il to riv«-H»k for nboul . Mi gjg* 

then Ml it. w.y *tong ‘ »*"»« “* “'““mi 
through some thickly-wooded enclosures. Iho enemy had 
pleariv bee* misled by Sir Colin's Mconnaiawnc* : for tLe > 
ao oppo-itioa. A. Irug.li to H 

touched ft comer «h.tc tb. Une Wraei sharply 10 to 
Winding round this point, they found themselves moving 
nfirsllel to the Snmi&er Bogta., which was otily a lUB 
Ld twenty yards off on their right, and *«= 
deluged hr a storm of bullets from that tnildmg at.d the 
houses near it. Their filmiition was almost desperate The 
cavalry, jammed together in the narrow lane, could do 
nothing. The bank on its right ^de steep t a i 

tnjenied impossible for artillery to ascend it. But nothin, 
was impossible to the old Bengal Artillery. At this very 
bank Major Blunt and Ins troop rushed, and clambered up 
itj men and horses struggling with incredible energy; then 
dashed at full gallop across an open space on the top between 
the Seconder Bogt and a serai a hundred yards further up 
the lane, numbered, and opened fir, on the former build- 
j™ At the same moment the 93rd Highlanders came up. 
and drove the enemy out of the surrounding houses and U* 
serai: and Travers, following with bia heavy batten', dragged 
LWO eighteen-pounders through an opening whit h the sappers 
and miners had cut in the bank, and opened a fresh Hre on 
the Boat). In lew than an hour a breach appeared. I he 
bugle sounded the assault, A Sikh officer, waving Lib 
tulwar above bis Lead, led the way. The Highlanders, their 
officers leading like gallant gentlemen, and the ensigns 
bolding up the colours to the breeae, followed, cam ten mg 
with the wild I’uTijaubcoa for Lbe lend. One of the Utter 
was the first to gain the breach, hut was shot dead as he 
entered it. A Highlander who followed him stood for a 
moment in the breach, then fell forward, a corpse. Another 


• Btadiimi, p, 4ttl; Bvnrrhiw, p. 131- 
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1357, another met the same fate. The fifth man, Lieutenant 

Cooper of the 93rd, leaped clear through the hole, and, closely 
followed by Colonel Ewart and Cap tain Lumsden;* af tbo 
snme regiment, end about a dozen privates, Sikha and 
Highlanders, ran along a path to the right through some 
high grass which covered the enclosure, and* approaching the 
eastern Bide of the building, came upon a multitude of 
rebels- The latter, astonished at the during of their handful 
of opponents, fled through one of the rooms into a court¬ 
yard behind ; the British pressed after ; and then followed a 
combat hand to band. Cooper received ll gash across the 
forehead, but not till he had himself struck down many of 
the rebels. Ewart brought down sir of them with sis. 
successive shots of his revolver. Yet their inexhaustible 
numbers might have prevailed, if the rent Hinder of the 
BtormiDg partv, who had turned aside from the breach, and 
fumed their way in,, some through a door, others through a 
window, the iron bars of which they violently smashed in, bad 
not come to the rescue. Then the uir wm rent hy the scream b 
of the rebels for help, the loud commands of the officers ta go 
in among them and destroy them with the bayonet, and the 
curses of the British soldi era. as, in answer to despairing 
appeals for help, they bade their vie Lima remember Cawnpore. 
In the midst of this awful .scene a fire suddenly burst forth; 
and many rebels who sought an easier death by flinging 
them solves upon the bay one is of their opponents, were 
remorselessly hurled back into the flames» Those who had 
not yet perished retreated into the towers at tho angles of 
the building* 000 of these was so obstinately defended that 
it was necessary to bring up artillery; and then the fierce 
shouts of the vie Lons, the sailed utterances of the vanquished 
were drowned in the deep thunder of the gnus and the crash 
of masses of stone falling from the wrecked tower, Brill 
from the topmost rooms there poured down an incessant 


* Env&najfb, p. 106; &**n'j Story of a Sriditf* A*/ Cp toL iL p_ 7S. 
XiHeagn, BpDukiiig Oaopar HaS Eivart. fjlvk " No other o ffi rtr iiceaTnpnmeU 
" Thi* is a niUL&ke. ^ Utstboj™'* HiHemnfi of Dtfni (Aiifcer- 
finni) ifo^hjufert* pp. 3KWt CnpUia Bumrutfu &f t fie &3N enter ad the 
breach befora Ew B,n, but turned to \h% Sett, 
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luUBketrv'fina: but the stormers forced their way up H'« — 

stairs with fixed baronets; and, though the cagei Tf - K 8 B _ 
ST»i«ly from tbov, M «. tbej »* 

i wh+in flit sno&ti Lbd horrid din 

'rU.o»«nide.d.b«no 1 on.liAS -bol r.mmocJ » 

^The hummus of Ihe worming party dra" 0 off ' " ld 
-ova* on in lb, diction of ika »»*“«!• ^ 

venB d an open plain about twelvo hundred ' 

About five loudvod uud fifty yartlu J«™ *» 

hundrwl u, the right of it, ™ » >■'«' , W °7LT1ov~ 

Si,ah Nuieef which stood in a garden enclosed b> a shod* 

rnlin determined to carry this stronghold before mghtian. 
and accordingly Peel brought up Ids 

mortars. and rocket-frames, and pl-ed them m bamry 
against H, The enemy, however, aiming securely under 
cover of tlie jungle, and behind the hop-h**mlhe wo^ 
replied with a biting end incessant nmskeuy-fi^ llean 
while the animals that were carrying ammunition up h, 
narrow lane from behind, shrinking horn the fire in their 
front, and shoved forward by those behind, got jammed 

together into a confused mass; “ |J 11 ™ ^jJ-Lb 

by-path, which an officer fortunately discovered, that iresb 

ammunition conld be at last supplied to the trrxps cng^ 
before the Shah Nujeef. Even then, however, they could 
make no wav. Sir Colin sat by them on his white hor*e 
anxiously watching the straggle. He saw that the cr.** of 
the battle,—of the campaign had come; that for but> arjnj 
there was no retreat, though success seemed ^possible hat 
he must succeed, or leave Outrun. and Havelock, and their 
long-tried garrison to perish. Gathering us lL ' * 
about him, he spoke a few words to them. Ho had no t 
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mount, bo Raid, to fixposa them again that Jay. But the 
Shah Niijeef must be taken; tlie artillary could not subdue 
its tire; they must go forward theto* and carry it at the point 
of tlie bayonet, and be himself would go with them. The 
regiment was ready, anil formed in column on the plain. 
Then Middletons battery of the Royal Artillery came up, 
the drivers waving their whips, and the gunners their caps, 
du$hcd at full gallop through that unceasing storm of bullets 
dose under the wall, unlimbered, and opened with grape ; 
Peel fought all his guns with an unsurpassed energy; and 
the veterans of the 03rd, their grey-bended General and bis? 
staff, and Adrian Hope, their loved colonel, riding before 
them, matched with a great enthusiasm Lu do tlieir part. But 
Llieir enthusiasm spent itself in vain. The impregnable walls 
oi the Shah Nujeef, enveloped iu a cloud of smoke, frowned 
grimly down npou them ; they could not advance; they won Id 
nut retreat; and at every discharge from the loop-boles fresh 
victims fell- Hope and bis aide-de-camp had their horses 
shot under tkem T and rolled over on the ground; two uf the 
bead-quarters staff were struck down ; and, as night was now 
fast approaching, Sir Colin * despairing of success, ordered 
the guns to be withdrawn. At this moment Hope, followed 
by so me fifty men, crept round through the jungle 10 the 
right , and was trying to find sumo weak point iu the wall, 
when Sergeant Futon of the 93rd pointed out to him ft narrow 
cleft which the fire of the artillery had opened. One mm 
wa.s first poshed up by his comrades; the rest followed; and, 
finding to their amazement that hardly a rebel remained to 
oppose them, ran to the gate and opened it. The British, as 
they poured in, could just see the white dresses of the last 
of the fugitives disappearing through the- smoko into the 
dflyknam of night. Outside, S if Col in still remained with 
his stuff, his anxious face lit up by the lurid glare shed from 
the demits which girt about the doomed mosque. Suddenly, 
above the infernal din of bursting shells and splinters falling 
from the wails, ruse the familiar High! and yell. Then his face 
grew bright again, and he moved off to make \m arrangements 
for the night, for he knew that the 8huh Nujeef wiib won.^ 

* BtacJcwtiod, ^KJS-G - Eomthiur, 144 
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Meanwltil'J the garrison bod been iaiV S 

co-operate iU. ^ unborn Outram had 

On the oiotning of the lbth, Huvetoca, Fll „ fld 

£»»' *• ssjtfit 

Bukah. His object waa to storm t^o bujj u 

-* t: 

*- v ie s 

c™ «*■ "jsjtsm 

opened fire on the outer wall of T™»» .b minM( 

buildiugs beyond it. At h exploded 

which had been sunk under he Hureen a , L ^ 

-with excellent elfeot- Havelock novt e . 1 t a lew 

been sufficiently cleared » allow the »«W * ~ 

minute later the bugle sounded the advance the troops, 
"» . loui «b«». to th» ««*1 on* .00. 

both buildings were in tbeir bands.* 

L Oort troop, lot do*. .0 th* «■*" ». >£ »T 
a«l'hre.k tb«y mm *«oko by tke oily bell, ni p g -' 
Ji *. tarn, beiuiog. No I**. kowerer, fol- 

lowed Sir tlolin, therefore, at once began hi, prepnrataoue 
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sooed garrison. For «m»d to®/*’ bcuh. rded.b. Mere 
house By three o'clock in the afternoon its musketry ^ 
ZS entirely ..blued, «U Si. Cob. ortasd u ■>" 
Stormed. The rebel* speedily fled; and the - 

encouraged bv Captain Garnet WoHelu* pressing aft-.r 
them to the Motee Mahal, within which they had taken 
refuge, forced an opening through the wall, and after a 
fierce struggle, expelled them. Only a few hundred yards of 
open ground now separated the relieve from the lelicve . 
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thiB apace; but notwithstanding, Outram and Havelock, 

K Eyre, young Havelock, and four others started to 
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the Mome Malta! in safely. Havelock, after shakingbanla 
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with Hope Grant, who was die first to congratulate him on 
being 1 relieved, went op to the men. who cheered him enthu¬ 
siastically. The old General was deeply moved by this sign 
of their regard, " Soldiers/’ he said, his eyes filling with 
tears. 11 I urn happy to see you; soldiers, I am happy to think 
yon have got into this plane with a smaller loss llr&n I had- 
The party still hud to cross ft road in reach the Commander- 
in-Chief, whose quarters were in the Mess-house, Four of 
the nine were wounded ^ and Havelock himself had a narrow 
escape. In a few momenta, however, he and Qulram joined 
their chief, and congratulated him upon the successful 
accomplishment of the relief of Lucknow,* 

The garrison, however, hud still to be withdrawn in the 
face of the vast force of the enemy. This operation was a 
most difficult and delicate one. It was necessary to sub¬ 
due the fire of the Kaiser Bugh in order to enable the long 
convoy of women and children to reach Sir Colin's position 
without molestation! and to secure the left fiank of the reliev¬ 
ing army, in order to protect the passage of the convoy along 
the lane by which Sir Colin had himself [advanced. Sir 
Colin had already done something towards effecting the latter 
object by occupying on the Ifith a large building, called the 
Barracks h to the south of the Stemmier Bngh. On the fol¬ 
lowing day he seized and occupied a group of bungalows near 
Idie Barracks, and an important posi T culled Banks 1 a House, 
close to the canal, and thus cut off the enemy from all com¬ 
munication between the Kaiser Bagh and the Diikoosha, 
The loft fiunk was now secure. On the 20th, 21st and 22ud 1 
Feci continuously bombarded the Kaiser Ragh. Mennw(uh‘ 
the women and children, the sick and wounded had been 
removed.f The men were amazed and indignant at hearing 
that they too must abandon the position which had become 
endeared to them from the very stubbornness with which for 
nearly five months they had defended it against every attack. 


* Mnn&LuasBn, p. 439 ; Hopti Grant, pp. HH T 102: gSadtwvod, pp. 405, 49£. 
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On it am, and Havelock, and ^7 of tbe ffi “ — 

earnestly besought Sir Colin to follow tip his victory over the 
disheartened rebate, mad atojacoTe-cstublteb Bntisb supremacy 
over Lucknow. Inglis undertook to hold the Residency 
against any odds, if only six hundred meu were left to bun. 

But Sir Colin was inexorable. He hod always regarded the 
Residency ns a false position.t and he knew that every man 
in bis force would be needed for the relief of Cawnpom. . At 
midnight therefore on the JJ'ind, while the rebels in the Kmatr 
Bflgh were thinking only of preparing to repel on assault 
which their opponents had no intention of delivering, the 
garrison silently defiled out of the entrenchment and moved 
along the lane to the Dilkouaba, The scene there on their So*, 
arrival was one of the wildest confusion. Nothing had as 
vet been done to provide for the wants of the multitude of 
women, and children.! Early in the morning, while they were 
trying to settle down into their places, a well-known civilian 
might have been seen going up to one of the private soldier’s 
tents, to tok after the condition of a sick muti who lay 
within. The visitor was Martin Gubkins. Entering the 
tent, he saw on the ground a doolie, on which General tggrf 
Havelock lay. grievously ill .5 The veteran was indeed fight¬ 
ing his last battle here on earth. Weakened by the priva¬ 
tions which he hud undergone daring the blockade, and no 
longer sustained bv the excitement of campaigning, he had 
been attacked two days before by dysentery. He was con* 
vineed that he had not strength enough left to throw off the 
disease, His son. whom alone he would suffer to attend Inin, 
was sitting on the ground by his side, ministering to his 
wants. He knew that his fjaeen and nation appreciated what 
he had done for them ; he did not suffer his heart to rebel 
because he must die without enjoying the rewards which they 
were preparing Tor him. without seeing his wile und 
younger children again- " > die happy and contented," ho 
said: I have tor forty years so ruled my life that, when 
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death came, I might face it without fear." Outram, who 
came in to see him in the evening, haa touchingly recorded 
what passed between them, “I had u most iiiecting inter¬ 
view with him, he wrote; " his tenderness was that of a 
brother. Hs tuld ms he was dying, and spoke from the liil- 
neas of hits honest heart of the feelings which he bore towards 
me, and of the satisfaction with which he looked buck to 
our past intercourse and service together, which had never 
been on 11 single occasion marred by a disagreenietu of an v 
kind, nor embittered by an angry word." At hall-past nine 
next morning ho died, ’ Soon afterwards the trnopa with 
their convoy marched for the Alumtmgh. There Havelock 
was buried. “ On the low plain by the Aluinbagh,” wrote 
a gallant soldier, one qf the roost distinguished of Sir Colin’s 
officers, who has left us an unsurpassed record of the cam¬ 
paign, ” they made Ms humhle grave; and Campbell, ernd 
Outrara, and Inglis, and many n stout soldier who had fol¬ 
lowed him in all his headlong march, and through the long 
Mid street, were gathered there to perform the last rites to 
one of England's noblest dead. As long ob the memory of 
great deeds, and high eon rage, and spotless self-devotion is 
cherished amongst his country moil, so long will Havelocks 
londy tomb in the grove beneath the scorching Eastern sky, 
hard by the vast city, the scene alike of his toil, his triumph] 
and his death, be regarded as one of the most holy of the 
many holy spots where her patriot soldiers 

Sir Colin was now anxious to start as soon os possible for 
C awn pore, as ho Lad received no news from Windham for 
sevend days. He made up hie mind to leave Outran] to 
occupy the Aiumbagh, and hold the rebels in chock until he 
should be nhle to return and finally crush them cut of Luck¬ 
now. At eleven o'clock on the morning of the *27tli be left 
the Aiumbagh with the convoy and an army -jf some three 
thousand men. The low tremulous sound which tolls a soldier 
that artillery are al work at some distant place, was plainly 
to he heard. Whan Sir Colin reached the Hmineo bridge at 
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evening, he learned that cannonading had been heard that ^ 
day and the day before. The newa added greatly to his Nor. 48. 

anxiety.* > , 

Meanwhile great events had been passing at Cawnp«e. ^rC^ 
Sir Colin, knowing the difficulty uf the task which he had tc> Windham, 
imposed upon Windham, had laid down the most minute and 
precise instructions for his guidance. He was tu occupy and 
strengthen the entrench men t which Havelock had constructed 
four mouths before; to send no to Lucknow any European 
infantry that might join him; and, if the rebels should 
manifest a decided intention of attacking hint, to make the 
most of his scanty force by extending it conspicuously in 
advance of the entrenchment. But he was on no pretence 
whatever to assume the offensive, unless there should be no 
other way of saving the entrenchment from a bombardment. 

Windham lost na time in setting labourers to work at the 
entrenchment. It was impossible, however, to convert it 
into a really defensible poet; for it bad originally been 
intended to serve as a mere tete-du-pont. Moreover it was so 
closely hemmed in by houses, gardens, nod walls, that un 
enemy could easily approach it under cover, even with 
artillery, to within mHaket-range.f 

Mean while Tantia Topee, who had been patiently biding t*n&T.,per- 
his time, wna preparing to take advantage oi Sir iolins 
departure. His army, including the followers of the Nana, uullii 
who was with him, amounted to about twenty-five thousand 
men. Leaving a strong detachment to hold Voipee, ho 
crossed the Jumna on the 10th of November, and moved 
on towards tlawnpore, occupying the most important posts 
uu his lina of march, and thus cutting off Windham from all 
communication with tlio country from which be drew most of 
his supplies. The nows of this movement made Windham so 
anxious that he wrote to his chief for leave to detain a 
portion of the expected rein force merits. On the 14th ho 
received an answer, authorising him to do so. Hires days Ndt IT 
later ho led out his troops to a position which covered the 
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town on the west, and there encamped them in the manner 
ordered by Sir Colin.* 

The permission which he bad received to add to the strength 
of his force had in same measure reassured him. This 
fueling, however, soon passed away. Ever)' day ho looked 
out, hoping in vain to catch ft glimpse of the advanced 
guard of Sir Colin's army returning’ triumphantly from 
Lucknow. Every hour be ashed for Jotters from Sir Colin 
himself; hut after the 19 th none came. The news that did 
reach him was of the gloomiest kind. On the £2nd he 
heard that a body of rebels had seized the Hunnce bridge, 
and that an army was coming from Oude to reinforce Tantitt. 
Nest day a leLler arrived from a commissariat officer attached 
to Sir Colin's force, begging that ten days' provisions should 
he sent at once to Lucknow. Coupled with the foci that no 
despatch had been received from Sir Colin for three days, this 
request naturally suggested the fear that the Lucknow force 
was surrounded by the rebele.f 

Under these circumstances it behoved Windliam to decide 
promptly upon some definite course of net ion. He knew font, 
ij Tun tin, with his large force and bum emus artillery, were 
to attack him in earnest, it would be i in possible to save 
either the town or the entrenchment by the kfod of defence 
contemplated by ibif Colin. His one chance of socccss lay 
m boldly taking the initiative, and attempting to destroy the 
enemy's scattered posts in detail. With the view of doing this 
he bad already prepared and forwarded for bis chiefs approval 
n very skilful plan. Among the positions occupied by 
Tantm‘s troops were two villages, 1 shouted close to the Gunge* 
canal, and within along day's march from C awn pore. Wind¬ 
ham's idea was to toko his force up the canal by night, 
pounce upon and destroy one or other of these posts, and 
then return to Cawnporc in time to repel any counter-attack. 
Owing to the interruption of communication with Lucknow, 
he received no answer to his request for Sir Colin's approval r § 
Then was the time for him, if his belief in hiiusclf had only 
been strong enough, to show that he had the heart to execute 
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the plan which he had had the head to conceive. Though, 
however, he had proved himself to he a tidier of extra- 
ordinary personal courage, he could not endure a test U e 
this. No man indeed has any right to disobey the orders 
of a BtiperiDr, unless he has reason to feel absolutely con¬ 
fident that, in doing so. he will succeed. No man who com¬ 
mits himself to such disobedience has any right to complain 
if, in the event of failure, the heaviest penalties are exacted 
from him. But onr history would bo other than it is. it men 
hud not arisen in great conjunctures who counted the hazard 
of such penalties as nothing, when me&BUred against the 
glorious privilege of rendering ft service to their country. 

Though Windham could not nerve himself to strike 
a really decisive blow, bis nature was not- one that could 
acquiesce in inaction. Still hoping to receive authority to 
carry out his scheme, be resolved to be ready to do so on 
the first opportunity. Accord!ugly, on the morning of the 
Mth, he brake up his camp, and marched six miles in a south¬ 
westerly direction to a position close to the bridge by which 
ihe Ralpee road crossed the canal. Instantly accepting the 
challenge which this movement implied, Timlin marched with 
ft detachment from Akherpore, one of the villages of which ho 
had taken possession, and halted neii day on the right bank 
of the Pan loo rniddee, at a point a little to the south-west of 
Wjudhnm'a position. Early next morning Windham attached 
mid defeated him. Immediately after the action, however, 
he fell back upon Cuwnpnre, and selected a new encamping- 
ground at some brick-kilns near the Cftlpea road, which, in 
anticipation of the probable movements of the enemy, he 
regarded as mors defensible than the old one. A despatch 
had come at last, informing him that all bad gone well lit 
Lucknow,* Qs had only to bold out for a day or two 
longer, and bis anxieties would be at an end. He might be 
pardoned then for indulging himself with the hope that fiDlin 
would be too cowed by defeat to attack him again before the 
end of that time. 

taut in, however, was not in the least cowed. He had the 
wit to perceive that Windham would not have followed up 
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a victory by retreat unless be bad Ml it necessary to secure 
Cawnpore against attack; and be resolved that that attack 
should be speedily delivered. Next morning Windham made 
bis troops stand to their arms., as usual. He was ignorant of the 
enemy's intentions ] Jbr so many of hh spies had lately been 
captured that the rest were afraid to venture out in search of 
information. His suspense, however, was soon terminated. 
About twelve o'clock, as be was reconnoitring from the top 
of a bouse, he saw the smoke, and heard the roar of an artil¬ 
lery more powerful than hh own, 4 Without, delay; be moved 
off lo make bis dispositions for repelling the attack* 

Ordering Brigadier Cnrthow, who had played a prominent 
part in Lbe battle of the previous day p to move tn the right, 
and defend the town on tho side approached by the Biihoor 
road, he sent the left brigade under Colonel Walpole up the 
Cal pea road, Lo engage the enemy's right, lie would lirt^o 
shown more judgment if he had eon tented himself with 
defending Li a position at Lb a brick-kiEnst; for ao superior was 
Tun tin's artilleryJ that Walpole's men were eoon in danger 
of being overwhelmed. When the battle had lasted about an 
hour, Windham, who had rill then been engaged in watching 
Carthew's operations, returned tu the left brigade. At the 
critical moment, an officer who commanded at a village on his 
right front pusillanimous] y retreated, without orders and with¬ 
out a. show of resistance: tile bullock-drivers rapidly deserted : 
ammunition began to fail; § nod Windham, seeing that success 
was impossible, determined to fall hack on tho brick-kilns, and 
sent an order to Carthew to do likewise* Cartbew at brat Look 
no notice of the order. From tho outset he had successfully 

* Advii, p, 22, 
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maintained bis ground and he believed that ho could and 
ought to maintain it to the end. Presently, however, the order 
was reiterated; and. feeling the necessity of obedience, ho 
reluctantly withdrew his brigade. What he saw on up* 
preaching' the brick-kilns, did not tend to soothe his irritated 
feelings. The soldiers of the left brigade were hopelessly 
confused ; their tento and heavy baggage were strewn about 
in disorder; their cattle imd been driven away by the enemy. 

The worst, however, was still to come. About five o clock 
a staff-officer came to Windham with the news that the rebels 
were attacking the entrenchment. It was clear that even the 
brick-kilns must now be abandoned. Windham accordingly 
aent an order to the officer whom be had placed in com¬ 
mand there to retreat; and then, putting himself at tha head 
of a detachment, which had luckily just arrived from Eutteh- 
pore, attacked and forced bock the rebels who were threatening 
the entrenchment. He then rode to meet Cart hew, and 
ordered him to return to his original position on the right, 
and thence to move to and occupy the theatre. Cart hew 
executed Ins order with skill and resolution, severely punishing 
Lbc rebels who endeavoured to hinder him, I he main body, 
on the other hood, had to abandon all their tents and baggage, 
and were harassed, as they retreated, by a severe musketry 
fire. Moreover, os though they hud not been sufficiently 
humiliated already, many of them disgraced their colours by 
throwing away all discipline; broke open the stores; drank 
the wine intended For the sick; and smashed open their officers’ 
hoses in drunken fury.t 

Expecting that the enemy would renew their attack on 
the morrow, Windham spent the night in anxious consulta¬ 
tion with his officers. He himself undertook to defend the 
part of the town next the Ganges, ou tha left bank uf the 
canal. Walpole, commanding again on tlia left, was to defend 
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the part* ntso on the left bunk of the canal, that lay nearest 
to the brick-kilns* Brigadier Wilson wna to guard she 
entrenchment. Cirtlmv was to defend the Bithoor rood, the 
key of the position, and thus to secure the stores and cloth¬ 
ing intended for the women, children, and invalids of the 
Lucknow garrison. The force which Windham set apart for 
the execution of this, by far the most important and difficult 
part of the contemplated defence, was wholly in adequate-* 
Early in the morning tbo enemy returned to the attack, t 
C&rtbew took up his position nt a bridge spanning a nullah 
which ran in front of the theatre- For two hours and a half 
the enemy fiercely assailed him with their artillery; but 
they could not dislodge him. At twelve o'clock he received 
an order to advance. His path ran up a level piece of 
ground about six hundred yards in length, at the opposite 
extremity of which the enemy had posted three guns. The 
skirmish era pushed on gallantly up to within a hundred 
yurda of tins point; but so destructive was the fire with 
which they were assailed from the guns and from the 
musketeers who occupied the houses on either ride, that they 
could go no further. Undaunted by this failure, Carthew 
brought up two guns, which in a few Minutes silenced the 
enemy's fire ; bat T having no cavalry to support him* he was 
unable to follow* up his advantage. Meanwhile Wilson had 
made a parallel advance on Carthew a right against another 
battery. More successful at finO. thorn their comrades of 
Ormhew's brigade, bis skirmishers charged the guns, and for 
a moment held possession of thera, but, unsupported by the 
main body, which hud fallen too far behind were attacked in 
their tam and destroyed- Wilson liimaelf fell; the main 
body was driven bock on the entrenchment; and thus 
Car thaw's right was exposed* The battle, however, was no! vet 
lust- Windham had only to reinforce Carthew, and all might 
still go well. Sir Colin too was sure to arrive in u few 
hours j and then the issue would bo placed beyond a doubt. 
Early that morning Sir Colin had resumed his march from 
Rtmtiee. Every moment the sound of bring became plainer; 
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tint still tliere was no news of Windham, Mile after mil'' 
was quickly traversed. Just before noon a native ran forward 
from under a hedge, and handed to a staff officer a letter 
dated November *26, and addressed " -Most urgent, to General 
Sir Colin Campbell, or any officer commanding troops on the 
C awn do re read." Sir Colin read, and saw that Cnwnpore had 
been attacked. Presently another letuir was delivered to 
him, and then another. Windham was Lard pressed,—he had 
been obliged to fall back on his entrenchment. Sir Cohn's 
thoughts soon flashed upon the minds of his troops. Had 
the rebels broken down the bridge over the Ganges ? Perhaps 
there was a bare chant* that they might be in time to prevent 
this crowning disaster; if not, they would be isolated in an 
enemy's country. On they pressed all through that tong 
afternoon, becoming every moment more tired and Footsure, 
yet still striving more impatiently to reach the goal, while 
the Tumbling of the cannonade gradually deepened, as they 
neared it, into an angry roar, the gasping bearers staggered 
as they struggled to keep up with the troops, and the wounded 
whom they carried, loo weary now to care wlifti might be the 
fate of C awn pore, groaned, and died. At last Sir Culm, 
nimble to bent tbe agony of suspense any longer, hurried on 
iu advance with the cavalry mid horse-artillery, and, leaving 
even these behind at Mungulwat, rode on at a gallop with 
only his staff to escort him. Aa he approached the river, lie 
could nee that the bridge was still standing. In a few 
minutes he was upon it, and, as be spurred across, the 
light of the setting sun was shed over tbe broad flood, hut 
the battle whs still raging upon the further hank, and dames 
were rushing up above the city of Lawupore.* 

At the critical moment of the battle, the moment when 
Wilson's attack had been repulsed, Windham's general- 
ship had failed. Ho had already sunt supports to Walpole, 
whose task was comparatively an unimportant one, and whose 
original force bad proved amply sufficient. But to Cart hew, 
who was sustaining the chief burden of the tight, with whose 
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fbrtnne# tlse fart ones of the entjro army were bound up, he 
did not send a single man H Under these trying circumstances, 
however, Cartlicw did not lose heart. He was obliged 
indeed to full hack upon lie bridge. nnd ± when he readied 
it, he was isolated; but he still fought op. The enemy 
brought more and more gnus to bear upon his position, ned, 
swarming up in ever increasing nnmhere into the surround- 
Lug houses and gardens* assailed him and hi& little band 
with a terrible musketry-fire. Even then he would not give 
ill. Not until it became clear that, jf he remained where he 
whs any longer, he would be surrounded, not until he bad 
proved that lie could have won the battle if his General had 
not neglected him, did be give the order to fall back upon 
i he entrench me ut,* 

By this time Windham was giving an account of his 
stewardship to Sir Colin, who had ridden into the entrench/ 
incut a short lime before. He bad certainly not done all that 
might have been done* Ele had allowed the town, bis baggage, 
and his stores to tall into the hands of the enemy. On the 
other hand, he bad succeeded,. under circumstances of ex¬ 
traordinary difficulty, in preserving intact the two vital points, 
the entrenchment and the bridge over the Ganges.t 

The night passed quietly. Looking out at daybreak. 
Xuntia saw that the plain beyond the further hank of the 
Ganges was white with the tents of another lirilieh army* 
Knowing that that army would soon be upon him, unless he 
could prevent it from crossing the river, he caused hja artil¬ 
lery to open fire upon the bridge. Peel T s heavy guns and all 
the British field- batteries swiftly replied: for some time the 
banks of the river were overclouded with smoke ; hut the 
rebels were gradually overpowers!, aud forced to abandon 
their aLtempt, Then the advanced guard of lEhr Colin's army 
moved on to the bridge, and, followed by the women and, 
children* the sick and wounded, the long train of buggage- 


* FufL Papery vaL sUt. (i357-&8j, Purl S, pp, Ki3 i iSfl, 
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carts* and the re&r-gttard, crossed the canal, aud encamped J _^ 
on the plain, hard by die entrenchment from which* five 
mouths be/ora, another procession bad issued forth to die.* 

Tbe rebels, ho wav or, still dong resolutely to their position ; 
and Sir Colin knew that be could not attempt to dislodge 
them while the convoy remained to impede his movement®. 

The preparations for its departure were therefore pressed on AlUhabut 
with tbe utmost speed. On the night of the 3rd of Decem¬ 
ber it started for Allahabad. For two days longer Sir Colin 
remained watching the rebels* to allow it time to get beyond 
the reach of danger. Meanwhile the rebels harassed him* ns 
they had done since the beginning of the month f by desultory 
attacks. But the hour of retribution was now at hand. 

The position held by die rebel a was on the whole very Position f 
strong. Their left was protected by tike Ganges. Their 
centre occupied the town, dae narrow winding streets of which 
were well adapted for defence. Their right stretched out 
behind the canal into the open plain. About two miles in 
rc-nr of the tight, and close to the Cal pee rand, was the camp 
of Lhe Gwalior Contingent, by far die more formidable por¬ 
tion of the rebel army. Re vie wing the whole position, Sir sir tbAm'n 
Colin saw dial ihe right wua not only the one vulnerable 
point* but also the must important to gain, inasmuch ns it 
would give him possession of the Catpee road, the only lino 
of ru-treal open to die Gwalior Contingent. Da deter¬ 
mined therefore to attack it with all tha force which ho 
could bring to bear against ifcj overwhelm it before aid 
could reach it from the centre ; and then, seizing ibo camp of 
the Gwalior Cooiingont* plant hi my elf upon the Cal pee road, 
and strike at the enemy's communications. His entire army 
now amounted to live dm lks and infantry divided into four 
brigades, sis hundred cavalry, and thirty-five guns. 

At ten o'clock in the morning of the 6th* Wind bam, who Thini bittb 
had been placed in command of the entrenchment, began the ci * 
battle hy opening fire from all likn guns and mortars upon the 
enemy's left and centre. For about two hours a tempest of 
iron beat upon the houses of Cuwnporc; and the rebels. 
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crowded together in the narrow streets, were destroyed iu 
great numbers. Their attention was an distracted by the 
fnrv of the attack that they brought down more and more 
troops to repel it, leaving their right unsupported. Thus 
Sir Colin's first object was attained. TbEn the roar of 
the cannonade became hushed; Lite smoke passed sway; 
and, the rest oi the infantry being masked from observation, 
Greatheds brigade closed rapidly on to the line of the canal, 
and kept the centre engaged by a brisk musketry-fire, while, 
farther to the lolt, the dark-olod riflemen of \Y alpule's brigade 
forded the canal, and, sweeping past the walls of the town, 
hurled back the head of every column which threatened to 
debottche from the streets to the assistance of the right, 
Meanwhile the cavalry and horse-artillery moved forward at 
a fast trot from the extreme left, and Hope’s and Jnglis'e 
brigades, suddenly emerging from their hiding-places, 
streamed swifLly in two lines across the plain. The enemy, 
massed behind the brick-kilns, received them with a vrell- 
direeled fire, but, unable to stem the rush of the skirmishers, 
fell back upon a bridge which spanned the caunl. Aware of 
the importance of this point, they opened from it it fresh firo 
so heavy that the skirmishers, as they came hurrving up, 
momentarily faltered j but at the critical moment 11 deep 
rumbling sound was heard, and Pcel J s sailors oamo running 
up, dragging their twenty-four pounders with thorn, das lied 
right on to the bridge, planted one of the gnus, and opened 
fire. The infantry, greatly stirred by the sight of this 
gallant deed, and burning to rival it, rushed forward at the 
top of their speed, crossed the bridge, or forded the osnaf 
itself, and, scattering the enemy before them, raced on to 
the camp of the Gwalior Contingent. The surprise was 
complete. Chuputties were found heating on the fires * 
bullocks were standing tied up beside the hackeries ; and 
surgeons were seen rushing out of the hospimis to escape 
the destruction which had come upon them unawares 
Sending General Mansfield to prevent the centre and luft 
from escaping, Sir Colin pressed on himself in pursuit of the 
Gwalior Contingent. Soon his cavalry and bone- artillery 
cume hurrying up to join tom, and started at foil g*tfop 
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the flying rebels. Passing cart-loada of ammunition' 1 3#*- 

nloug the mad, spiking numbers of abandoned guns, and 
dealing death without remorse, they urged on iheir panting 
horses" mile after mite, and never paused until the hunted 
rebels, throwing away their arms in despair, fled from the 
road to hide themselves in the jungle, nr disperse over the 
country on either side. It was midnight before the cod 

querers returned to Cavnpote.* 

In the menu time, however, the completeness of the British 
triumph bad been marred by the failure of the operations 
entrusted to Mansfield. That officer was the chid of the 
staff. Sir Colin felt for him a deep affection, and had a high 
opinion of his powers. But the old soldier was more than 
once mistaken in the judgments which he formed on the 
professional qualities of the officers who served under him t; 
mid it is certain that Mansfield, though his look and bearing 


strongly impressed every observer with whom be came in 
contact, did not possess the eye of a general. The precise 
instructions which he received were to seize a position called 
the Suhadart Tank, which commanded the Bithoor road. 


the only line or retreat open to the enemy 3 centre and left. 
Thus ho had before him the chance of forcing something 
like two-thirds of the entire army to surrender. When ha 
reached the tank, large masses of the enemy were til ready 
retreating. He opened tire upon them, but, in spite of the 
remonstrances of bis officers, would not allow his infantry to 
advance. Presently a portion of the hostile left, which had 
not yet had time to gain the road, opened fire upon his 
force! Ha might have captured their guns if he had not 
shrunk from incurring the loss which on attack upon their 
position would have involved. As it was, he allowed them 
also to escape, and returned to camp, having accomplished 
absolutely nothing.]: 


♦ HfacJtvW. pp. 601-3 [ Life tf Lord Ctyrff, toL JL pp. 37-40 •, BsttrehMf, 
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In coiiBGtjuence of this failure. Sir Colin was obliged to 
aend another body of troops iq pursuit. Ho placed Hope 
Grant in command. Early in the afternoon of the 8th 
tbs detachment started. From an observation of the traces 
which the fugitives had loft behind them., Hope Grant felt 
sure that they mu at Lave diverged from the Bithoor road, 
and made for a ferry some miles off to the nortb-wesi, in 
the hops of escaping across the Ganges into Onde. He 
therefore turned in the same direction, marched with all 
speed through the night, reached the village of Sheeny pore, 
about throe miles from the ferry, just before dsiy-break* and J 
leaving his baggage there, hurried on to intercept the rebels* 
Approaching the river* he caught sight of them. For a 
moment they turned to bay ; but, swiftly bringing his 
artillery into action r bo poured a concentrated fire into their 
disorderly and crowded masses with eiieb terrible effect that 
they gave way, and ran as fast as they could up the bank, 
leaving fifteen guns behind them.* 

Sir Colin was unable to follow up his success at once, 
owing lo the want of carriage. He was obliged therefore to 
remain inactive at Cavmpore* waiting until the carte which 
bad transported the convoy to Allahabad, should return. In 
the meantime be thought out his plans for the future course 
of the campaign* He saw that* before he could proceed to 
the recunquest of Eobibund and Oudts, he muse reopen 
communication with Delhi and the Ptiujnub. He could only 
do this by regaining posseasiou of the Daub, which formed 
the connecting-link between the plains watered respective!y 
by the Indus and the lower Ganges. Grcstbed^ brilliant 
march had had tic lasting effect; for the rebels whom be had 
scattered had closed up again in the rear of his column, and 
renewed their depredations. Sir Colin resolved therefore 
that the work of recon quest should now be performed tlm- 
rougbly* Three of the most important point* in the Daub, 
namely Delhi at its north-western, Allahabad at its south¬ 
eastern extremity, and Agra, midway between die two, were 
already in his possession. The one point still to bo gained 
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was Futtchgurh on the Ganges, nearly opF™ 110 to Agm. 

His design was that several converging colons si mud 
udvuntie upon Futtchgurh, sweeping before then! tho rebels 
who Still infested the Dcab to that place, and driving them 
thecae across tie Ganges into Eohileund. According y e 
directed Walpole to wake a semicircular sweep to tlio leU 
through the Lower Doab on Mynpnuria, there to ]oiu heaton, 
who was escorting a convoy of stores and cattle through e 
Upper Doab, and finally to move on Futtebgurii, whither be 
would himself march with the wain army.* 

Beaton left Delhi on the 9th of December, having vur <j n Seaton! ^ 
tbo previous night that a number of rebels were gathered «u, 
together in the AUygurh district, through which his route 
W Hifl OODTOV waa of anorraous lefisgtb, friending om 
about nineteen miles of road, flow wus it possible to arrange 
for its safety and to fight battles at the aame tuna ? Seaton 
ached this problem bv a very simple and effective method. 

On his arrival at Allygurh he located the convoy under tha 
cover of the fort gmiSj find then, marchiog u -Bondi oftstar > 
direction, defeated the rebels at Khaigungfl and Futtialee, re¬ 
lumed to fetch the convoy, gained another victory atMyupourtc, 
and moved thence to Bewur. There on the 3rd of January, 

1*5S, ho was joined by Walpole, who had encounlerc no 
opposition worth mentioning on hie march frum Cawnporo.t 
Sir Colin himself began his march on the 24th ut December, 
and, clearing the country on his flunks as he advanced, arrived 
on the Slat at GoorsaigUDge. About five miles from ua 
town, the road to Fmtebgurh crossed a stream, called the 
Kslice nuddee, by a auspeiiaion-bridge. H the rebels who 
had fled before the converging columns had bad the wit to 
break down this bridge in time, they might have secured for 
them selves u temporary asylum in l utiehgurh. Oo tin. day 
of Sir Colin's arrival at Gooreaigunge they were engaged in Dm. 81, 
the work. But it was then ton lute, Next morning Hope's 1, uoa. 
brigade drove them away, and a party of engineers, sappers, 
and sailors proceeded to restore the damaged portion ot the 
bridge. __ 
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Od tfie morning of Llie £ud Sir Colin rode down to the 
bridge, to see how hi a men were faring. Just as he arrived, 
swarms of men clad in white dresets appeared on the top of 
a hili which rose gradually from the opposite Lank of tlie 
river, and, running down the slope mlo h village facing the 
bridge, opened a sharp fire of musketry. 

The repair of the bridge had just been completed. The 
53 rd Regiment crossed over, and extended to cover (he 
hridge-b^ftd^ A wing of the 93rd took post behind the bridge 
os el reserve. Then the Genera I, sending an order for the 
main, body of the army to come to his support, brought all 
his nvai]able artillery to hear upon the village. The enemy f 
however, fought the battle with resolution ; and one of their 
guns especially, worked from behind (he cover of a bouse 
close to the bridge, destroyed muuy of the British until 
Lieu ten nbl Vaughan of the Suva! Brigade eureceded in dis- 
mounting 11 by ft well-directed sboL By this time the head 
of the toeiii column had arrived ■ and the 53rd, a regiment 
computed tDiiioly of ungovernable Irishmen, hearing that they 
w-Ere to he relieved, and determined to keep io themseIres the 
glory of striking the decisive blow, rushed forward to aLtack 
the viil age, ia defiance of the General's orders. The enemy 
gave way imrem* ting] y, and retreated in good order along the 
road to lQttdigufh + But Hope Grant was there to pnrsm? 
them, Lauding hie cavalry at a rapid pace through the 
fields on ihv left, he disappeared for a time from the view 
of his comrades; but presently a cloud of dust arose, and 
through she swaying com, and acroea ihe plain beyond it, 
squadron after squadron nf h oratmen was seen charging 
down in the direction of the road. Then tho rebels, feeling 
their flank assailed, broke their ranks, threw away their arms, 
and fleet; the horsemen dashed in among them, and speared 
or cut down nil whom ihuy could reach; gttn^ cclours, 
haggnge caxtsp and ammunition-waggons were left behind; 
and tho terrified survival*, only pausing for a few moments, 
when they reached their camp, lo lay their Lands upon such 
things re they could uarry, hurried on breathlessly ucrous the 
Ganges into liohiJcund. 

Xext lift.y Sir Colin reoccupied FiELtchgurh Throe days 
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later ho ««s joinel by Wnlpole'e mi Se.lon'. united 

JjsaL a. 

Au important question bad now to be decided, ^liist P'- 1 
tion of the disturbed country was Sir Colin to reconquer cund c0I *td- 
nes.t? Writing to Mm on the 20th of December, (. tinning *eray. 
suggested that Oude ought to be uiken In band at once, as 
tfae rebels were more united there than elsewhere, and more 
likely to take Advantage of a respite. Sir Colin, on the other 
hand, was anxious to utilise the remaining three months of 
cold weather for the reduction of Hobilcund. He was lot i 
to expose Mb troops to the omel hardships of the hot weather 
campaign which would be inevitable if so difficult and 
i-’dious a task as the recoiiquest of Oude were next to e 
undertaken; and bo believed that it would be quite safe to 
leave the Oude rebels to themselves until Lhe following 
autumn, provided they were simply prevented from making 
incursions into other provinces. He farther argued t at 
sufficient troops could not yet be mustered for the au L 
work of conquering and retaining Lucknow, to ea? uothing 
of Oude, and securing the Grand .Trunk Hoad, and t at t e 
safe tv of the British residents at Syncs Tal would be im¬ 
perilled unless the Kobilcund rebels were promptly attended. 

But Cunning had by this time acquired too firm a F as P of 
tlie political ait.nation to he satisfied with these arguments. 

The restoration of order in Rohilcuud, a province which bad 
long been under British rule, was, he pointed out, a mere 
matter of police." But Oude was very differently circum- 
Btnnced. Broad political reasons demanded that it should be 
dealt with at once, even if purely military considerations, like 
those adduced hv Sir Colin, pointed in the opposite Mrectiou, 

It represented n’dvussty, and every eye in India was bent to 
sec whether we were strong enough to assert our sovereignty 
over it. The example of Delhi, indeed, forbade us to ex¬ 
pect any very widespread or immediate effect from the recap¬ 
ture of Lucknow; but still, to leave Lucknow in rebel 
hands would be as fatal as it would have been to retire from 
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Delhi, For these reasons. Calming insisted that Ondc 
should be taken in band us soon us possible, with these limi¬ 
tations ; first, that a sufficient number of troops should bo sei 
apart to keep open the communications through the Duub, 
nod secondly* tLat the recapture of Lucknow should not 
necessarily involve any immediate attempt to subjugate the 
whole of Oudc* # 

PreparBti-ius There never was a more loyal soldier than Sir Colin Camp- 

Xluc1leT 4. tell, never one who was more thoroughly convinced that 
military power should bo subordinate to civil government. 
As soon therefore us he saw that his arguments could nut 
prevail, be set himself to prepare 10 fulfil the Goveroor- 
Gunerars wishes. But soma time was required for the 
completion of the preparations* The army needed to he 
largely reinforced before it could venture to undertake so 
important an operation as the siege of Lucknow, Sir Colin's 
first business then was to select some post, the occupation of 
which would suable him at once lo maintain In* bold upou 
the country which he hud just reconquered, uud to cover the 
advance of the reinforcements to Cawnporie T where they were Lu 
con ceu trak s before advancing against Luck now. Fuitehgurh, 
the position which be was then occupying, seemed ia him the 
most suitable. Situated, as it was, on the high road to 
Bareilly, the capital of Rohllound, h would present an 
obstacle to any rebels who might advances thence to ti.e 
invasion of the Upper Boak Similarly, it threatened Luck¬ 
now, wjtli which it was connected by a direct road, and would 
thus support Outnun in bis endeavours to held the Oude 
rebels in check. Il would also overawe the remains of the 
Gwalior Contingent at Cal pee, in case they should meditate an 
incursion into the Lower Doab. Finally, as & result uf the 
checks which it imposed upon these three knettle points, 
Bareilly, Lucknow, uud Cal pea, it would screen from attack 
the siege-train a destined for the reduction of Lucknow, in its 
trausport from Agra to C-awnporc.f 

White Sir Colin was awaiting the arrival of Us reinforce¬ 
ments, the hot-headed and ignorant journalists of !lJ:ll 
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nbuaeil him for what they regarded as his inactivity. As a 
matter of fact, however, no man could have done more than 
he did. Moveable columns, issuing forth from Fnttehgurb, 
scoured the surrounding country, punished insurgent villages, 
and, by skilful demonstrations, deluded the BoMlcund rebels 
into the belief that their country was to be the nest object of 
attack. Brigades were detailed to garrison Futtehgurh anil 
iLc districts dependent upon it. Finally, an arrangement was 
made with Sir John Lawrence, in accordance with which u 
force should he collected at floarkee, and march thence into 
Kuliilcund, to hold the rebels of that province in check until 
Sir Colin could find time to deal with them. On the 1st of 
February, iho siege-train having started from Agra, Sir Cotin 
left Fiiltehgurh for Cawnpore, and from thence proceeded 
to Allahabad, to confer with Canning, On the Ikh bo F«L 7. 
returned to Cawupore, to superintend tbe final preparations 
for the siege of Lucknow.* 

Meanwhile, two powerful armies were marching from the Ba ftwa. 
cast to join in the siege. The immediate object, however, for 
which they had been sent into the field was the protection of 
the Benares Division, which they would have to traverse 
before entering Oude. Though the iron hand of Frederic 
Gubkins had maintained order in the city of Benares, an arch y 
had prevailed in the districts. The authority of the British 
had not indeed been everywhere overthrown. Conspicuous 
among those who strove lo uphold the cause of civilisation 
wfi 3 an indigo'planter, named Venables, who, as well os some 
other private gentleman, was temporarily in vested by the 
Government with executive powers. Supported by a handful 
of troops, he reoccopied A/imgurh niter it had been aban¬ 
doned by the civil officers, hold it till the close of July, last, 
indicted two defeats upon insurgent mobs, and, by an un¬ 
sparing use of the gallows, did something tn check the 
development of crime- But, in spite of all that that heroic 
man and others who vied with him could do, the peaceable 
inhabitants of llie country were continually robbed and 
harassed by the malcontents who lived among them, and 
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others who kept, swarming across the frontier from Glide. li 
was not till the Court nh army which hud marched down from 
Kbatmajidoo in answer to the Govern or-General J g appeal, 
arrived, that the prospect began to brighten. In the middle 
of August this fores took possession of the stations of Azim- 
gurti and Jauopore. Within the next few weeks it gained 
four victories over hordea of insurgontSi In erne f*enss these 
victories were decisive They enabled the rml officers to 
regain ft hold, which they never afterwards entirely lost, upon 
the districts that had passed hey on d their control. The 
rebels, however* though continually beaten, continually 
rallied, and renewed their depredations, Moreover the 
nutborilLOG at Allahabad complained that their districts north 
of the Ganges were also overrun by rebels from Onde. These 
invaders had for weeks past been system a tic ally con qnE ring 
the country. They had driven away thu police, and appointed 
their own* destroyed the crops, annexed village after village* 
exacted tribute from the peaceful villagers, and murdered all 
who resisted them. Canning saw that he must take some 
decisive steps to remedy til esc evils. Accordingly he asked 
dung Bab ado or to lead a Goorkah army through the northern 
portion af the Benares Division, expel the rebels who were 
harrying it, and then proceed to Lucknow and join the 
Coin in an Jer-in - C h i of. At the same Limn he placed Brigadier- 
General Franks in command of an army consisting of two 
thousand three hundred Europeans and three thousand 
two hundred Goorkahs, and ordered him to take steps for 
protecting Benares itself from attack, Column* were Jibe- 
vise organised for the purpose of keeping open the communi- 
ciuion between Allahabad and Cuwnptrre # 

Jung Bafaadoor, at the head of un army of nine thousand 
men, entered British territory in December, and was joined hy 
Colonel MacGregor* who was to accompany him lls the repre- 


* EndvfTim tv Errrtt f - ttt rrfrnw India, £ la 22 Ocl. ia!17. n ,VV> v llV 
1H *L PI 1, 63 k W? pufL *V'"- tuL 1 M. . L^7|, pp. rtit-G vuL ili?! 
(IftfiT-fiaj, Vii-A 3* 1 -ji. UCXI, pari- 2 P 3; pp. aSfi Ml* 4*4. 4M t p b |- e 9-\U 

pp. 50S, 50C, fi 00-12, Part 4 + p, 44* pm*. 12, 1# ; p, 2 jy i ^ ^ ^ J 

V- -> 7 -r *c. A-c. in Lho Aainjgnrh dktrifH, n& in thu NoHam } ■ n'm^m 
fcr-nanilfcv. nU Trmbdun* dsspoK^Md by tactfui-pinc Jumn ^ton man 
Bgalnpt the Gevmnumiu ™ 10 " 







443 


coif*. XI.] OF SIB COLXK CAMPBELL. 

sent stive of the British Government. On the 6th of January, 
l.s,vFt, h w defeated a body of rebels near Goruchpore, and thus 
enabled the civil aiittmriLiefl to resume their work in the 
district, ilis army wob joyfully welcomed by the chief land¬ 
holders aud the respectable viltnyers. On the UHb ol Feb* 
jTiury be reached the left bank of the Gogra, There he met 
h small force under Colonel Rowe roll, who was charged by 
MacGregor with the duty of holding Goruckporo. On the 
Sock he crossed the river, and pursued his march towards 
Lucknow.* 

Franks had begun to move just five weeks earlier. Mo 
had taken up Lis position with a portion of Lis army at a 
town called Budhiporc between Juunpore and Azitngurh. 
There he heard lb at a rebel chief, named Mehndee Uosain, 
with a force of fifteen thousand matchlock-men, of whom 
about five thousand deserveil to be called soldiers, intended to 
oppose bis entrance into Oude, As soon as his preparations 
were completed, ho marched out of Budlspore, defeated one 
of Mehndee Boston's Lieutenants, reestablished civil autho¬ 
rity in the country north of Allahabad, and then returned. 
On the 14th of February be again moved forward to ft point 
within a few miles of the frontier. There be lied to make op 
his mind to halt until the news should arrive that Jung 
Buhadoor was ready to co-operate with him. L I)is news readied 
bint on the 10th. Instantly he began his advance, crossed 
the frontier, and, before night, bad gained two victories over 
detachments of Mehndee Husain's army. Mehudoo Uosain. 
however, understood the value of th |,L stake for which he was 
contending- Between the point where he had rallied ftnd lha 
point which the British hud reached was a strong fort, called 
Budiynu, lie knew (hat, if be could make himself master of 
this stronghold, he would he able at least to delay Franks's 
advance. He exerted all his powers of strategy to gain his 
object, hut in vuin. Franks was ton clever tor him, and 
seized the fort on the afternoon of the *21sl. Still, the rebel 
leader did not give up hope. He collected bis whole force 
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near the town of Sultanporo, auil there, in conjunction with 
an officer named Gaffur Ucg, who had bean scat from Lmknow 
to ^support him, prepared to make his Inst 6land. Hie force, 
which had been strengthened by various roving Lands, now 
amounted to twenty‘Jive thousand men, of whom five thousand 
viere .sspoys, and five guua. Cisifur Deg aasuirfd tonumid, 
J-fc drew up the force behind a dEep stream which was crossed 
by the main road lending to Lucknow. Sear thin road he 
posted his strongest battery. But ho made the mistake of 
neglecting to guard another road which crossed the stream 
somu distance off on his right. On approaching the stream, 
Pranks saw at a glance bow to act. Making a false attack on 
the enemy’s front, he sent the bulk of his force to seize the 
unguarded road. The enemy were busily engaged in trying 
tu repci the false attack, when suddenly they saw with dismay 
that their position had been turned. One charge, led by 
D ranks himself, decided the battle. The enemy's gunners, 
fighting their guns to the last, were out down. The rest fled, 
leaving twenty gnns upon Lb a field. 

Marching on, Franks reached Sdimpore on the 1st of 
March, and there halted, to await orders from the Comic an dor- 
in-Obief.* 

It is now time to relate what Outram had done and suffered 
einen Sir Gulin bad left him in command at the Alumbagb, 
Before Sir Colin’s departure From Luckuow, the Alumbagb, 
in itself a strong position, had been made stronger by eitrLh- 
wnrks. A portion of the force was stationed here, while the 
position occupied by the main body stretched behind, across 
the t. awn pore road to right and left, and was protected by 
batteries, trenches, and nbatris, and at some points by swamps. 
The entire force amounted originally to four thousand four 
hundred and forty-two men, of whom rather more than three 
fourths were Europeans, and twenty-five pieces of artillery, 
So large a proportion bad to be set apart for garrisoning the 
Alumbagb itself, and a fort which protected the right Hunk, 
and for escorting the convoys that ware constantly travelling 
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to and from Cawnpore, that little more than two thousand Eton 
were available for action in the field. From time tu time, it 
ia true, Outram received reinforcements, which amounted to 
several hundred men ; but, on the other hand, be was obliged 
to send tlie worn-out survivors of the 75th to seek rest in the 
hilla. The enemy’s forces outnumbered his in the proportion 
of nearly thirty to one. They consisted of thirty-seven regi- 
rneuts of sepoys, fourteen of new levies, one hundred and six 
ol" irregulars, twenty-sis of cavalry, four or five which tied to 
Lucknow fruin Futtehjjui'h, a camel corps, sud artillerymen, 
besides uiloDkdurs a ml their retainers, and armed hud mashes, 
in nil at least a hundred and twenty thousand men. 

In spite, however, of their vast numerical superiority, the 
rebels were so thoroughly cowed by the severe punishment 
which Sir Colin had inflicted upon them. Lhat for some days 
they remained wholly inactive. In the first week of December, 
they began to throw up batteries in front of the British posi¬ 
tion. On the 2'2nd they made a determined attempt to sever 
the communication of (heir opponents with Citwnporo; but 
Outturn, having ascertained their plan of attack beforehand 
from hie spies, defeated them ait completely that for the next 
three weeks they hardly ventured to molest him. On the Itith 
and lflth of January they plucked up courage to attack him 
again, hut were defeated as thoroughly as before. For Lhe 
next month they contented themselves with bugling loudly, 
and occasionally throwing cannon-brills in. the direction of the 
British position from a very respectful distance. The only 
effect of these demonstrations, however, was to disturb the sleep 
of their opponents. 

If, however, the muss of tk^ rebels were cowards, their 
leader was u man fitted both by bis spirit and by his capacity 
to support a great cause, audio command a great army. This 
was Ahmed Oolltth, the Mont vie of Fynabad.who had liret 
made himself famous by the ardour with which in the spring 
of the preceding year ho had preached the crusade against the 
Fertugheesr Knowing tbit the army of the Comiuandernn- 
Chief was appro aekicig, and that he roust therefore dislodge 
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Outram speedily, or not at all, | le5 attempted another attack 
on the Jfith of February. His troops, however, failed to 
support him. Three times more, on the iGth, 2lst. and 25ih, 
he ined and foiled. The time was nuw at hand when lie and 
In. troops would he attacked in their turn. Thenceforth they 
had enough to do in preparing to repel the attack, and left 
Outran! ia peace.* 

It is difficult to overestimate the importance of the service 
which he rind the soldiers who composed his force had 
rendered to their country. For more than three months they 
hud neutralised the baneful activity of a hundred and twenty 
thousand rebels, diverting all their attacks on to themselves, 
and standing the shock unmoved. If they had once suffered 
themselves to he forced frum their position, they would not 
have been allowed to escape across the Ganges, nod the 
victorious rebels would have been free to attack Cawnpore, 
to break through Sir Colin's communications, and to carry 
fire and sword whithersoever they pleased. 

FiiiamV-s. -• F ° r "T* y lJ,r . ee WCuks ***** Lis viait 40 tbe Govern or- 
menu ut sir* General, Sir Colin remained at Cawupore. The defensive 

Oim, works at that city had been strengthened with the view of 

repelling a possible attack from the remnant of the Gwalior 
Contingent, The army was continually swelled bv new 
reinforcements; and day after day dense battalions of infantry, 
bright squadrons of cavalry, batteries of artillery, hackeries 
laden with ammunition, commissariat waggons, and legions 
of camp-followers passed over the bridge. On the jj.sth of 
February Sir Colin, having seen the last detachment start, 
quitted Cawopore, and made u forced march to Bunthttra* 
where the whole army was encamped. So powerful n British 
army bad never before been aetui in India. There were 
seventeen battalions of infantry, twenty-eight squadrons of 
cavalry, and a bundled and thirty-four guns and mortars 
Though Sir Colin was already chafing against delay he 
determined to wait a few days longer, in order to give’ the 
Goorkabs time to come up, lest tbeir commander, finding 
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himself deprived of tie glory of sharing in the siege, should 
tnhe offence, and return tn Nepanl. He had already deeded, 
in consultation with hie Chief Engineer, Brigadier Bo bar t 
Nupier, upon bis plan of Dp^ratiims,* 

ft, p». ft>* ™tb. ft. «< ff? “S”"' 

increased the strength of their petition, Hiey had broken 
down all the bridges over the cural, which served them a 9 n 
wet ditch, mi bad connected the lower portion with Uw 
river hv n deep and straight cutting. Behind the canal, 
from the point where this antling lunched the river to ilw 
Chutbagh Bridge, they had built a strong earthen rampart 
with bastions at inter vale. This rampart formed their first 
line of defence. The second line extended from iho river, in 
front of the Motes Mahal and the Mess-ho use, to the Htutrut 
Gunge, the main street of the city, which ii touuhod at the 
Emanibarm. The third and last line defended the Kaiser Bagla, 
whieb the rebels regarded fts their citadel, lhese three lines 
weie not tlie only defences. The main streets were protected 
n( 'various points by bastions and barricades; and almost 
every house was loop-holed and fortified- About a hundred 
and tweutyt guns and mortars were mourned upon the 

batteries- ^ 

The imipetiflo diligmat, taowerav which !md breu brought 

to the coTtEtriiGtion of these defeooea had not been wisely 
directed. As neither Havekdt nor Sir Colin in his former 
attack had operated on the northern side ef the Goomtee, 
the rebels bad neglected to provide lor the defence of that 
aide. Sir Colins plan was bused upon the observation of sir Celias 
this neglect. A portion of the army, under Ouiram, was to £ 
cross the river, advance up its opposite batik, mi, taking the 
enemy's left Bank in reverse, enfilade it with an artillery-fire, 
while Sir Colin himself was to cross the cuufll with the 
remaining portion, and, turning the right flunk, mow along 
the Hintmt. Gunge straight against ihB Kiiisur Begh.J 

On the morning of the ‘2nd of March, Sir Colin marched Ths •!««> 
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(rum BEintherars, with a portion of his force across the level 
wdl-cultivated plain that stretched towards Lucknow. Here 
aud there, with hits of red cloth still fluttering on the bones, 
lay the sun-dried skeletons of rebels who bad fallen in attack¬ 
ing Outranfft gallant band. As the troops approach :d the 
Dilkooslia, tike enemy's skirmishers discharged a few shots 
at them from the edges of the era pa on their flank a ■ 'but the 
fire was swiftly silencer] ; the skirmishers fell hack ; and 
chv airy and bnrse-artiliory, leaping and bounding over the 
ditches, galloped in pore nit. And now a high and far reach¬ 
ing bunk of earth-works was in sight; and above the trees that 
fringed it behind rose the domes and minarets of Lucknow.* 
Before long the Dilkoosha was captured, and Sir Colin ordered 
batteries to be erected to subdue the fire which the enemy 
uiaintlined from the opposite bank of the canal* Tho bat¬ 
teries were completed that night, and opened fire on the 
following morning. Soon the rebels were forced to with¬ 
draw their guns ; and the remainder of the British force 
moved up to the Dilkoosha. On the 4th Franks's column 
arrived. Early in the morning of the Gib the force destined 
to operate on the further aide of the Gooiutee crossed that 
river. Onward they streamed, infantry and artillery* the 
Bays in their white-covered helmets and bright scarlet* the 
Lancers with their flagless lances, the Hussars in blue and 
yellow, over the bridges and iiiiu the fields beyond, tij] they 
cmne to a road lined with trees* The enemy iuean while were 
gathering in irregular groups over the corn-fields. Suddenly 
a con fused mob of cavalry and infantry* conspicuous in whito 
dresses* were seen rushing wildly from behind the trees that 
fringed the mad; and after them the Bays came gal In ping 
With arms uplifted and sabres flashing in the sun; and the 
horse-artillery* joining in the pursuit* burled shower after 
a Lower of grape and oauist.Br. Gradually the column dis- 
appesTed.f That evening it encamped close to the village of 
Chink lit. On the mo ruing of the #th, Oatram* having 
pushed his pioqdcts a little more forward, and constructud two 
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batteries to play upon the enemy's works, began ms attack MSB 

in earnest. The batteries opened fire. Then the right - 

column advanced against the enemy's left, and drove them 
through a dense jungle which they had occupied ■ while 
0 a tram, eornmnniiag the left column in person, captured a 
building called the Yellow House, the key of the hostile 
position, thereby turning thu first line of works, and drove 
tha rebels before him through the suburbs to the hank of the 
river, Here the two columns reunited? and batteries were 
constructed to enfilade the first line of works, and to subdue 
the fire from tilo city. .Fuse after the guns of one uf these 
batteries had been unlimbered, the officer commanding it 
observed that the works were apparently deserted, A regi¬ 
ment of Highlanders was seen ebon) sis hundred yards off 
cn the opposite side of the river, ff only they could be 
ootnmuu touted with, the works might bu taken possesion 0 f ut 
once. Understanding this, lieutenant Butfer of the 1st Bengal 
Fusilier? and four privates ran down to the bank, and shouted 
aud gesticulated in the hope of attracting the attention of 
the Highbinders, but in vain. Then, without a moment's 
hesitation, Butler tuck off Lis coat, plunged into the river, 
swam across, sprang on to the parapet of one of the works] 
iind there remained until the Highlanders and a Puiijuub 
regiment came up and took possession. — ; 


At two o’clock Sir Colin, who had been waiting until 
Out rams operations should be sufficiently developed to allow 
him to begin hia own, sent a force of infantry to attack the 
Alurtinitre, Xo serious attack, however, was required. The 
rebels, astonished mid confused by Oil tram's enfilading fire 
urnde only the feeblest attempt to resist, ttud fled ac roBB tLe ’ 
canal. It was then that i] 1B post of which Butler Lad 
Liken postesdou was occupied. During the night the whole 

“ Lltc 01 w,jrkji ’ lVllB tortured. Outtram spent the 

nrxt day in strengthening hie position in the suburbs, and 3ta h w 

bombarding the Uuzruigunge and the Kaiser Bach ; while 

Sir llolin stormed and captured Bauks's House. Next duv ai an . h i, 

Ltutram resinned his advance, and, capturing the houses as 

he proceeded, took possession of the iron bridge, and 

Jo ugh t hi 3 way up to the stone bridge, hut, finding that it 
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Ifis& r was exposed to a heavy fire, contented Mmsdf with posting 
picquets to guard the ground which he hud won, and sent 
hack ihe bulk of his force to camp. 

Meanwhile Sir Colin bad made great progress. Napier had 
erected batteries at Hunks's Iluufia; and from these a heavy 
fire was directed against the Begum KuLh.ee, At half-past 
three in the afternoon :i narrow breach was effected; and 
Adrian Hope's brigade was ordered eo advance to the assault. 
Captain Clarke, comm an ding the 93rd Highlanders, waved 
his sword in the air. and rushed straight upon the breach, 
shouting, H Come on, 9 3rd.” * The 93rd answered the call 
by a ringing cheer: the 4th Pun] el Lib Rifles followed in sup¬ 
port ; and though for a few moments the garrison, trusting to 
their vast numerical superiority, maintained th&ir footing in 
the breach, they were soon overborne by the vigour of 
the assault, and driven oat of the palace. The loss of the 
conquerors was small: but one of those who fell had won 
for himself so high a reputation in the course of the war 
that his death was spoken of as a national mlsfortune,+ 
Although a cavalry officer, he bad pressed forward as u 
volunteer to join the storming party. He passed unhurt 
through the ordeal of the assault; hut afterwards, os bo was 
peering into a dark room in the palace, in the hope of catub¬ 
ing some lurking rebel, a shot fired by uu&euu hands struck 
him, and, staggering hack a few paces, he fell mortally- 
wounded. A number of Highlanders were outside. Rushing 
in p they saw that it was Hod son of Hodsou's Horse who 
had fallen^ and, in a frenzy of rage, bayoneted every one of 
the mutineers^ 

On this day the Seconder Beigh, the Sb&b Nujeef* and the 
Kudrin rn RiisbudI hud also fallen ; and Jung Bahnjoor and his 
Goorkaha had arrived to Luke their part in the siege. 

MwhL 2 i 3 . On the two following days, while the Goarkulis advanced 
against the suburbs on the left, and On tram kept up his 
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enfilade fire, the engineers under Napier, supported by 
infantry and the fire of heavy guns, sapped through the hnnaes 
to tho luff of the Hu Krill-gunge. The citadel was gradually 
being approached ; but, before it could bo attacked, tho 
Emambami had first to be stormed. Against the walls of 
that stronghold therefore a heavy fire was directed. At nine 
o’clock on the morning of the itch tho eformers,—Brasyer’s 
Sikhs and the I Oth Foot,—rushed into the hreach, and, after 
a hoi straggle, expelled the gorrisun. The sun "was now high 
in the bcavena-, and tbc cry 11 ft ntcr, wnter 1 " was heard on 
every side 1 '; but the storm era, though distressed by their 
exertions, were stimulated anew by the sight of the rebels 
whom they hud just defeated flying towards the citadel, and 
many started in pursuit. At the same time some men of the flOtli 
under young Havelock, following in a parallel line, gained, 
possession of a palace commanding a portion of the citadel, 
and tho6 turned the second line oi works. At tins juncture 
the engineers suggested that further operations should be 
postpneod until the morrow ; but the Sikhs and the men of 
the HOth, whose martial passions hud been stirred up by 
victory into an unquenchable flame, were madly eager to 
go on, and llra&yer and Havelock, gladly taking advantage 
oi their temper, led them forward into a court-yard adjoining 
the citadel. Then Havelock ran hack to fetch the men of the 
ItUh who had remained behind ; and they, willingly respond- 
ieg to Iiia call, rushed forward, joined the Sikhs, and with 
them fought their way to the rear of the Tara Eothee and the 
Mess-house. Thus the third line of works had been turned, f 
l*resently Franks and Napier brought up reinforcements; and 
tlae citadel was won- 

Thun the bonds of discipline, already strained by the tumul¬ 
tuous joy begat ten of an unexpected triumph, were buret by the 
marl lust for plunder. British soldiers and Sikhs ran hither 
and thither through the spacious courts within the citadel, 
firing at the windows, while others, Lent upon seizing the 
treasures that ley stored within the rooms, surged around the 
doors and dashed their mnskets against the panels, or fired 
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at the fastenings. By the fountains, and among the orange- 
groves of ihv courts* the bodies of dead uulL dying sepoys 
were scattered- and n British soldier, unnoticed by his heed¬ 
less comrades, was leaning against a statue, peeping out his 
life, am1 at every gasp deluging the white plaster with hi& 
blaad. The groans of the dying were drowned by the yells 
of tho combatants, the frequent reports of fire-arms, the crash 
of shivered window-panne, and the roar of a fire which the 
plunderers had wantonly kindled in the middle of the coart. 
Ever and anon soldiers came streaming out of the rnuina 
through the shattered doorways, laden with plunder, and, 
laughing at the t]treats and eotreiitk-s of their helpless officer^ 
flung all LhaL they could not carry away s pictures* and furni¬ 
ture, and china vases, into the flames.* 

The progress mode during the day hud been far greater 
than Sir Colin had anticipated. In addition to the places 
already mentioned, the cliiaf strongholds on the right hud 
been captured* But, if he had known how to use Ills oppor¬ 
tunities, if he had accepted the wise counsel of one of hh 
lieutenants, he might have gained a fur more splendid and 
decisive success,—ho might tit one stroke have achieved the 
subjugation, not only uf Lucknow, but of the whole of Omle. 
Eager to strike another blnw eic the rebels while they were 
confused and demoralised by the loss of their citadel. On tram 
had applied for permission to rccross the river nnd attach 
them. If lie bad been allowed to do so, he might have cut 
off theif retreat. Sir Colin’s answer was one which, if it 
had proceeded from u loss sagacious man, might have been 
regarded as a symptom of insanity. Influenced by his almost 
miserly reluctance to totpcnd the lives of his soldiers even for 
the attainment of a great object* he forbade On tram to execute 
his [dan It he thought that by doing so he would lose a 
single nii'in.f A Neill or ti Niciiotsou might have dared to 
disobey so absurd an order. Outram* however, was nut n man 
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to act in opposition to Ilia instructions; nnr| thus 
opportunity was lost. 

Sir Colin a pent the 15 th in preparing to attack the posts 
whieli the enemy still lielJ on his side of the river. On the 
1.Hill r Gutrain, leaving Walpole's brigade to watch the ap¬ 
proaches to the iron and atone bridges, crossed tie river, nod 
inarched to attack the Residency. The defender received 
their assailants with a fire of musketry, but dared not attempt 
to withstand an assault, nod ran in wild confusion oylt the 
siono bridge along with a multitude of other fugitives* 
Outrank pushed on, and cap lured the Great Eniutiiburra and 
the MLichee Bhowuik. Meanwhile a determined attack which 
another body of rebels had to ado upon the Atumbagb had been 
repulsed, On the 17th, Qu train took possession of throe other 
posts h the Hosoinobad* the Bowlutklmua, anti SLurfoo- 
dowdohs house. On the Iflth bo advanced still furthor, clear¬ 
ing the houses and streets in his front. One strong pi see. 
howeverj still remained to be captured. This was the Moo an, 
Engh* a palace situated on rise light bank of the river, about 
hour miles to the north-west of the city. About nine thou¬ 
sand rebels had established themselves here. Sir Cohn 
determined not only to dislodge them* hut also to ent off choir 
retreat. Accordingly be directed Gutinm to march against, 
them, while Brigadier Campbell of the Bays way tu lie in 
wait on the left front of their stronghold, and full upon them 
in case they lied in his direction ; and* on the other hand. 
Hope Grant was to prevent them from escaping across the 
river. 0 a tram performed his part successfully. The rebels 
tied by the line which Campbell was supposed to command. 
But Campbell, shutting his eyes to the directions of his 
guides* and turning a deaf ear to the remonstrances of bis 
officers, missed hia way. Thu a. for the second time* a large 
rebel force was allowed to escape* 

A few rebels* among whom was the Maul vie, still remained 
whli strange pertinacity in the doomed city ; bat on the Slti 
they were dislodged* and the siege was at an end.* 
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The appearance of the city was sadly different now from 
wh.nl it had been nine months before. Tbe gilded domes, the 
minaret's the long fA^ades were battered and raddled with 
shot: swollen and distorted corpus were floating down the 
river, and foul birds of prey ware hovering over theta : the 
once gorgeous rooms nf the palace were strewn with shattered 
mirrors, broken furniture, battered statues, and putrid corpses: 
artillery horses were picketed in the gardens : soldiers in 
their shirt-sleeves wore smoking and drinking in the corridors ■ 
the bazaars were deserted; and in the squalid streets in the 
meaner portion of the city np living thing was to be seen *ave 
here and there n pariah dog, a decrepit beggar, or a lurking 
bud mash t fur the "bulk of the peaceable inhabitant* had fled in 
terror* and the sepoys and rebels had wandered forth to join 
the implacable talookdars who still hade defiance to the 
Briiiah power,* 

During the last few days of the siege the interest of the 
mors tl Lough tin 1 spirits in tbu British camp bad been keenly 
espiled by a proclamation*to be addressed to the civil popula¬ 
tion of the province, which the Gov era or-General had recently 
forwarded to Outram. Setting forth that the mutineers hud 
received great assistance from the citizens of Lucknow and 
the inhabitants of Oude generally, the proclamation declared 
that the lands of the pro vine a, with the exception of those 
held hy six specified persons who hud shown conspicuous 
loyalty, and of others to he granted as rewards to them and 
to all who could prove Lhat their conduct had been loyal, were 
confiscated to the British Government- The boon of life and 
of immunity from disgrace was promised to all rebels who 
should submit at once* and wore not guilty of the murder 
of Europeans* For any additional boon they were ta trust 
to the mercy of the British Government- In a letter which be 
received at the same time. Outrank was warned not to publish 
the proclamation until after the cap Hire of Lucknow, lest the 
large measure of indulgence which it offered to the rebels 
should be attributed by thorn to weakness,f 

* Kaiobdie, m £34* 33k 
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In the judgment of 0 attain, howevEr, the proclamation, so 
fur from being lenient, was most dangerously severe; anti his 
vIctt was shared by every man in camp who expressed an 
opinion upon the subject Acknowledging the receipt al the 
GoTernor-Generara ins tractions, tm pointed o>nt that the 
talooMars hnd boon unjustly treated in the settlement ot 
and that* * even if they had been well treated* it would have 
required a degree of fidelity on their part quite foreign to the 
usual character of an Asiatic to have remained faithful to our 
Government tinder the shocks to which, it was exposed in 
Oude.* For these reasons he urged that they ought to he 
treated as honourable enemies rather than as rebels, and 
warned Canning that, if nothing more than their lives 
and freedom from imprisonment were offered 10 them, they 
would ho driven by despair to wage a guerilla war which 
would involve the loss of thousands nf Europeans by battle, 
disease, and exposure, wherEas, if the possession of their lands 
were guaranteed to them, they would exert their influence to 
support the Government in the restoration of order,f 

The Governor-General was doubtless pained to find that 
an officer whose character and judgment he thoroughly 
respected should differ from him on a question of such im* 
parlance. But, as he had not drawn up his proclamation until 
after he had taken counsel with men who, from having filled 
posts within the province, or upon its frontiers, were qualified 
10 give him sound advice*^ he would not alter it in principle. 
The only concession which he made was lo add to it the 
following clause: "To those amongst them who shall promptly 
come forward, and give to the Chief Commissioner their sup* 
port in the restoration of peace and order, this indulgence 
will be large, and the Governor-Geneml will he willing to 
view liberally the claims which they may Lb us acquire to a 
restitution of their former rights/' 
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H tho mercy Ibftt underlay tb- apparent AH-rerity of tb-p tttflUA of tbp pro^tain- i 
itL..*; 1 If », the letter was ill cakoldtdd to fuMl it* purpose. It appears to 
tiUfl ibo ruon:y for granted, and (in paragraphs Band^ij te ipokpi for H 
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Some weeks later he u nswered Qutram t> criticisms in 
detail. Admitting that some of the taloakdira hid been 
unjustly treated at Lhe Eelth-ment;* he produced evidence to 
prove lIjjil their rebel3bn had Lccu due not to that treatment, 
but to the rduc ranee which they Ltd felt to surrender their 
arbitrary power, ant] id the dislike with which they had viewed 
the necessity of renouncing their lawless habits, find submitting 
to the restraints of civilised life- Fr Whilst/* be reminded his 
correspondent, fC confiscation of proprietary rights in the land 
tfl declared to he the genoml penalty f the means of obtaining 
more or Jess of exemption from it . * - * have been pointed 
out, and are within the reach of all without injury to their 
honour/'t To have offered greater indulgence would, he 
in bib ted, have been to treat the rebels not as honourable 
enemies, hot as enemies who had won tlie day. 

The proclamation was destined to create at least as great 
excitement in England as it did in India. On the l^tli of 
Aprila copy was put. iulo the hands of Lord EUenborongh, 
who bad jnet succeeded to the office of President of the Board 
of Control. Indignant at what seemed to him the ontrageous 
liardme&s of confi&oatiug the lands of n whole people, be 
composed for iron emission to the G ovcraor*G encral a despatch 
condemning the proclamation in terns not of grave censure, 
bnt of studied invective.§ ft T or was this all. Ho had not 
even yet acquired that official discretion, to the want of which 
his own recall from India had partly been due. Having written 
the despatch, he was ao carried away by his feelings that, 
without showing it to Lis colleagues, without even submitting 
it to the Queen for approval, he sent it out direct to the 


* .Ftf f/. JilijWPj Vol. sliti. p. 404, pin*. 
t 4J>d. par-4, 
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jjrwrlfltn&E Egul,'* ILi par- &. 




CHAP. XI,] 


OP BITE COIIN CAMPBELL. 


457 


Govemor-Oenem!. Xay, three weeks Inter, he so far t ergot 
hini&elf as to suffer ll copy of Lilia secret despatch to be laid 
oil the table of the House of Commons. Some days pre¬ 
viously Disraeli bad announced that the Government entirely 
disapproved of the j poIicy ol the proclamation; and this 
annoimcemtmt, which might he construed us a direct in vita- 
dan to rebellion, had been, m Canning afterwords justly 
complained* “ carried by the telegraph over the length and 
breadth of India.* 

■< 

As an inevitable consequence of this series of mistakes. 
Lord Ellen borough soon found himself obliged to resign his 
office. The ['lovernor-General's tenure of power, however, 
was not for an instant endangered. It was felt at home and 
in India that he had been unfairly treated.t The Directors 
sent him a copy of a resolution, expressing their continued 
cauJideuce in him ; and numerous public mfn wrote to offer 
him their sympathy. 

The proclamation, in its original form, was doubtless open 
to criticism. But, taken with the add it ion id clause of the 
Iffth of March, it was satisfactorily vindicated In the 
Governor-General's reply to Out ram- 


* Lijr «!/ Prim K'niuirtt {Maples Edit folk), Part. LQ.p, &X 
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ANARCHY IS WESTERN BEHAR.—EABTERN BEEAR, 
BENGAL, AND CHOTA NACiPORE. 

The Commander-in-chief w»b still at Lucknow, meditating 
or. the work that remained to he done, when he received a 
startling message from the east. In order to make the im 
port of this message clear, it will he necessary to review 
what had passed in the Patna Division since the removal of 
Tayler from the CommissionerBlrip, 

Though Holliday hud declared that Patna was in nu danger, 
he took care, on appointing u successor to Taylor, to send, 
two hundred British soldiers and two guns for its protection. 
This force was strong enough to overawe the Mahometan 
citizens who were congratulating each other on Uylers 
removal. Jlut, from the moment when the relels got the 
upper hand in the neighbouring district of Gonmkpore, the 
country round Patna had no peace. If some districts were 
not actually disturbed, all were alike insecure. To the horrors 
of invasion were added the horrors of anarchy. Kunwor Singh 
soon found imitators, in the district of which Gya was the 
capital, a zemindar proclaimed that the British Government 
was fit an end, murdered every villager who opposed him, 
and parcelled out among his followers estates which did not 
belonc to him. Bands of mutineers roamed at will over the 
country, plundered, destroyed public buildings, levied tribute, 
aud ravished the wives of respectable Hindoos* Deplorable, 


* Part Paatrt, vuL vllt. (1637-58), Port 2* Pi 1 - 337, *01 - *b 
jim*. 7 , S; p/a&B, jura, 2 . 3 : p. 263 , t«UV 1 ( p. 830 1 Pun 4 , p. lW.inir,. W> ill 
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however, as these evils were, they were merely lotiil. i-h- 
strong rule of Tayler bad prevented disturbances from brew¬ 
ing out until the critical months of the mutiny bad passed ; 
and, when they did break out, the timely victories of Eyre 
had prevented them from becoming general. , 

After the destruction of hie stronghold, Kimwor tag i, SjasRb’a raii 
vri«. Ills tat.MgM,«>«< «mj "* a«p°y*i»a fcirfrf waiw". *“*■*£- 
pursued the career of a freebooter for away from the land o! 
his birth. But in the spring of 1BBB he saw an opportunity 
d! proving in ft wertftier fashion bis el aim to tank amon^ t jo 
heroes of his me*. The necessity of concentrating as many 
troops as possible before Lucknow bad ecmntely weakenoa 
the British garrisons in the country east ot Onde. ; was 
the time for him to strike a crushing blow at the Govern' 
ment which had robbed him of his birth-nght. Marching 
into Oude, be seized on the 17th of March a village called 
Atrowlis, close to the Azimgurb frontier. A number of the 
rebels whom Franks had lately defeated hocked to his suu~ 
diud. On the 20 th, Colonel Milman, who, with a Imce o 
between two and three hnndred men, was encamped at Koelss, 
near Azimgurh, was informed of the danger to which the 
district was exposed. At three o’clock on the following 
morning be marched to attack the rebels, surprised them m 
some mango-groves, and drove them away Hm men piled 
T l ie i r arms, and rested while their breakfasts were being 
cooked. Suddenly he heard that the rebels wore returning 
to deliver a counter-attack. Biding to reconnoitre, he found 
them posted behind a mud-wall in the midst of clumps of 
trees. Hie troops soon followed. As the rebels threatened 
to outflank him, ho retreated to Koelsa. The rebel?, who 
had followed him at a distance, were evidently determined to 
pie** their advantage; he was unable to procure supplies; 
and he therefore decided to continue his retreat, and take 
refuge within an entrenchment m Azimgtirh. 

nn w nirivid he at once sept off messengers to Bafltues. irnmiu 

« ii». r » —■ j, >- ^ “ Tih 
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three small detachments from Benares and its Ddghbondwid 
bud joined him. On the previous day, however, Llio rebels had 
come up, and seissed the Lowu. On the 27 th the garrison 
made u sortie, but were driven back into the onIrenehmenk 
As they bad only a few days' provisions left, their only 
hope of safety depended ou tho speedy nnival of relief.* 

The Govern Dr-General, who was £U Allahabad when the 
news of the disaster reached him, was seriously alarmed. It 
seemed quite possible that Kunwor Singh, flushed with vic¬ 
tor Vj would made a raid upon Benares, anil cut in two the 
Hue of communication between Lucknow and Calcutta. For¬ 
tunately there was at Allahabad a portion of the 13th Light 
In far. try under Colonel Lord Murk Kerr. This officer was 
ordered to nj.trrb at once to tike relief of Azimgnrli. Before 
night he was on hi* way. Four days later lie reached Bonfires. 
There be was joinud by a troop of the Bays an il a lew gaimers 
witii two guns and two mortars. On the 2nd of April lie 
moved forward again* At ten o'clock on tlto night of the 5th 
he halted within eight miles of Azimgtirh. Till midnight* 
messengers kept coming in from the BtajF-offictT at that 
station, imploring him to push on without a moment's delay, 
Bui^ aa be knew nothing of the country thru ugh which he 
would have to march* he determined to stay where he was till 
dawn. At four o'clock the march began. Two Lours later. 
Lord Mark* who was riding in advance of the column, saw 
masses of sepoys occupying some buildings and mango-groves 
on the Ml of the road, and lining the ditches of thr fields nn 
its right. Ketumiug to the column, he sent a company of 
infantry to turn the fields. The enemy fell hack on another 
line of ditches i hot at the same time their comrades on the 
other side of tbe road opened a heavy hre + Thereupon Lord 
Mark ordered up his guns, which began to throw shrapnel 
into the buildings. Still tbe enemy showed no signs of 
giving way , litany of them bud climbed the mango “trees, and 
from their branches kept up an incessant fire of muskcirv; 
Find their reserves were threatening to uut off Lord Marks 
baggage-train. At lost n small breach appeared in the 
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id din building. Some thirty volunteers rushed to the assault* 
bnt r discerning through fcba breach an inner wall which still 
Pen mined uni mil red, were obliged to fall bank* The guns 
again opened tire. Alter Game time hud elapsed, lard Mark 
was about 10 try n second assault* when the building wjis 
suddenly evacuated- A pile of corpses three feet high 
w?ns found covering the space within. The Bays galloped in 
pursuit af the fugitive^ Meanwhile an attack on the British 
rear bad been repulsed* and a detachment which Lord Mark 
had seuL to protect the baggage was aide tn rejoin him. 

Within n few hours the column entered the entrenchment of 
Azimgurlh* 

The garrison was now strong enough tu assume the ofien- Sir Culiit 
sive^ hut if was Forced, in obcdichcc tu orders from the 
Commandfir-in-CIrieF, to remain inactive until further rein- Arimgnrti 
forcemeiits should arrive from Luck now. On the loth* 

General Sir Edward Lugard. with three, regiments of Euro¬ 
pean infantry, seven hundred Sikh cavalry, and eighteen guns, 
appeared on the opposite bank of the river Torts, which 
flows past Azimgnrh. Kutiwer Singh know now that he most 
give up his designs against the garrison ; hut his presence of 
mind did not forsake him. He posted the flower of bis 
troops to oppose the passage of the river by Lbe relieving 
fame* mid made use of the time which he thus gained to effect | 
his escape. Flying before a colutnti uudnf Brigadier Duuglas* p'. r «. 
winch Lugard sent to pursue him* and eluding another 
column which was waiting on the borders of Behnr to cut 
off his retreat* he erased the Ganges and sought an asylum ^prll i£. 
in the familiar jimgfes of Jagdeeapore. There he wlls joined 
by some thaiiBands of peasants, raised by his brother, L!turner 
Kjtigh. Nest day he Giguofly defeated a force which bad set April 2”. 
□nL From Arab to attack him* The an them fries* terrified by 
thia fresh distorter, Gent messengers to bag Douglas to hasten 
uu jit once to the rescue. Douglas promptly responded to 
the appeal* Before bis arrival, the old Bujpoot, who had April iw 
Furjght so b'lnmimblv and so ably iigniim e1m l British power, HU il.-mts, 
died, ' April’in. 


* CaJmtiu Enfftithmni. April IJi, 1 S AB: Culmth* Wuiftfr, JptvJinip, UIW. 
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Ummar Singh succeeded to the command- Lngard, who 
had already loft Azirngurk, hastened, on IjE aring iho news of 
the defeat of the Arflh forue, to overtake Douglas. He ut 
once began to make the most strenuous efforts to subdue the 
rebels. Hi a great difficulty was to get at them. The jungle, 
through which they could easily thread their way, offered a 
serious obstacle to the movements of his unwieldy coin mm 
His soldiers, therefore, working like coolies in the suffocating 
bmti cut roads through the tangled uilles. Again, and again 
they brought parties of the rebels to action, and invariably 
defeated them, Brit these victories, except its so far ns they 
kept up the impression that the British would never give up 
the straggle, were not worth the powder and shot which was 
expended in gaining thorn, The rebels hud one greut resource,, 
which baffled all the skill and all the prowess of the British,— 
swiftness of foot. Knowing that fighting wlis not their strong 
point, Lhey ran away as often os they were attacked, and 
simply did their best to annoy their opponents by doing as 
much damage, and making ns great n disfcarhauoe ns they 
could. By the middle of June, Lugard wus so exhausted 
by the hardships, the fatigue, and the anxii-ty which he hud 
undergone. Lb at he was obliged to resign his command, and 
go home. He had succeeded for the moment in driving the 
rebels out of the jungle* and he persuaded himself that he had 
broken their spirit, Ht? was mistaken. Even Asiatics have 
too much spirit to submit, when submission is rewarded hy 
an ignominious death. " Wo must ding together/ 1 pleaded 
one who was taken pri sonar;ibr p when we go to our homes, 
we arc hunted down nnd hanged," 

All through the sweltering summer months the wretched 
struggle drugged on. Douglas, who succeeded Lugard, hud 
seven thousand men under his coin maud, and he spared 
neither himself nor them: hut il was all that he could do 
to keep tbe insurrection within bounds. He bad in his head 
un admirable plnn for banting down his pestikmt enemies ; 
hut he was obliged to wait until the return of the drv season 
should enable him to execute it; for the country was so 
sodden by the ruins that operations on u large scale were fpr 
the time impassible, Ym lie could give his weary saldfera 
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no rest; for tfea G-rand Trunk Eoad had tn be guarded* find 
nmnerotJB petty expeditions had to bo undertaken, Tbe men 
tif one regiment weze so ill that they could hardly eat or 
sleep; m& the most rri&nst suffered from tbe alternation of 
ecofcliiflg anna nnd drenching shtmerm Meanwhile the rebels 
were practically musters of Sljiihuhitd, Breaking up into 
small parties, they roamed ovrr the country* maintaining 
tficmselyea by plunder, and wreaking savage vengeance on 
nil who refused to help them. One party, with a mob of 
bndmoshea, made a raid upon Gva h ImraL open the gaol, and 
rdemaed tbe prisoners. Another swooped down upon Arab, 
und fired a number of bungalows Placards appeared, offer¬ 
ing re wordy for the beads of the English nfli culls. At last, 
however, the time came for Doughs to execute Li& plan. 
Dividing his force into seven columns, he otfratiged that four 
should move from Btixar, driving the rebels before them, to¬ 
wards Jugdeespore* and, with a fifth* which was in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Snsgeraru, form a connected line from tbe 
Ganges to the Soane, and thus hem in the western and 
southern rides of the jungle, while two others, one of which 
ho commanded in person, should hem it in on tbe cast. As 
tiie Ganges bounded it. on the north, the rebels would be 
cum passed in on every side* and must surrender. On the 
13th of October the columns began to move. Every hour 
the ring within which the rebels wore conOuod became 
smaller, On the 15th all the columns were within a abort 
distance of the jungle. Dongles accordingly sent n few 
trusty men to deliver instructions to the several commanders 
to close simultaneously on to it. The country which the 
men had to traverse swarmed with the enemy; hut they 
braved every peril* and delivered their mesa ages. Early in 
tbo afternoon of the I7ih s Douglas sent final and most 
minute instructions for the execution L jf the last move. He 
idt sure that lie wins go j tiff to snooted. But one column wag o 0L 
delayed fur some lioura by u sudden inundation; and tlie 
rebelg, promptly seizing Llae opportunity, rushed out of 
the jangle, and struct eastwards with tlio object of crossing 
die Soane. 

Uoaglus was bitterly disappointed ; but be did not give U p 
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tope. It happened that one of hia staff was the young officer 
who litid won Lis Victoria Cross at the first battle of Cawii" 
pore r upon whom litid been conferred the title which his 
father would have received if he had lived, find who more¬ 
over Lad inherited his father a military talents. Major Sir 
Henry Havelock. It find occurred lo Mm some time before 
that the one way to neutralise the advantage which the rebels 
derived from their superior speed would bo lo pursue them 
with mounted i o fan try , armed with Enfield rifles* who 
would bo able to overtake them* and keep them engaged until 
n supposing force should coma up and annihilate them. 
Douglas had approved of the idea. Accordingly, ut about 
eight o'clock on the night of the 1-^fch* Havelock stl out from 
the neighbourhood of .1 ugdeespnre with sixty mounted infmv 
try, under orders to make for Arab, and thenco move up the 
left bunk of the Soane. A force of cavalry followed him i 
and at ten o'clock an infantry column was despatched p and 
pursued a course parallel with and north of the rehtda line 
of flight. Douglas hiuiself with another infantry column, 
marched far A rah at daybreak. Within a few hours the rebels 
found themselves beaded. It wag impossible for them to cross 
the Soane. For a long Lime they canid not make up their 
minds to do anything. At hist they turned round and fled 
southwards. Their pursuers dogged them. The eountrv was 
flooded* and the mounted infantry wore up to their saddles in 
water; hut the rebels, whose one thought now was to save 
their lives* were going at a terrific pace* and, though the 
horses rapidly became exhausted, the oh use had to be main¬ 
tained, On the afternoon of the following day, Havelock 
overtook tbc rear-guard of the fugitives* drove thorn into a 
village, and shut them up in it until an infantry column came 
up to Ills Bid. Three hundred of the rebels were soon 
destroyed. Two hundred morn darted out of the village, and 
made a desperate effort lo rejoin their comrades, but were 
hunted down* and shot or sabred. The main body fled on, 
doubling again and again like hares. Still, the mounted 
infantry kept up the chase; but numbers of horses dropped 
down dead, and every villager whom Havelock ijunsti-und 
about the direction which the fugitives had taken, lied. On 
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Ilia evening of the SBrd ho got widlia ft few hundred yards of 
them ; but the liurges were too tired to be tVblo to puss them ; 
und, though sorely harassed by the rifles of their pursue re, 
they ^oDceedeti in escaping into the Kymorr billau 

But [ 1 1 e-ro was still Lin rest for ilium or for the British. It 
was nn axiom of tbE L’ominarider-in-Chiel thut no district 
could be regarded a? subdued while ft single armed rebel re¬ 
mained within it. He therefore ordered Douglas to dislodge 
the fugitives from their new asylum. The undertaking 
involved extraordinary toil and hardship. The hills were 
covered with dense jangle and bilge boulders., which greatly 
impeded tbe progress of the columns- In many places the 
ground was so slippery that the baggage-animals fell down. 
Bull Douglas persevered. At midnight 011 the 21tU of 
November, he saw flr&a burning some way off iu the jungle. 
As silently as deerstalkers the troop? crept along till, when 
they wore within fifty yards of the iires s a few figures rose 
and movud off. The troops charged- The rebels stole down 
the hills, entered the plains, and tried to cross the Ganges* 
Hut the captains of some steamers, which were patrolling the 
river, opened ffra upon them, and sent them flying from the 
bank. Their spirit was now at last broken* They no longer 
attempted to Reserve their organisation* The leaders fled 
for their lives. The rest skulked off by twos and threes to 
Lhait homes; and, before the close of the year, peace was 
restored to the land-* 

Meanwhile the eastern, north-eastern* and south-eastern 
districts of the country subject to the Government of Bengal 
had remained comparatively quiet, and such disturbances as 
had arisen in no wav affected the development of the more 
vital parts of the organism of disaffection, The zemindars 
in many cases proved themselves actively loyal. Here and 
there indeed the stories of mutinies at distant station* 
awoke feelings of excitement and distrust iu the power of 
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”1 yr-- flift' Lord {.'itfdii* vuL iL p. '217 ; Encimurr t to Sew t Letter a from 
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the British? here and there the people* though they cotn- 
m it Led no breach of the peace, were believed to he dis¬ 
affected ; While in Assam il conspiracy wus tutu filly discovered. 
But a speaking generally* t Li e i it habitants <■! these disiricts 
pi&sed sulMafitorily through the urdeaL 

The sepoys. howevsTt were naturally influenced by tin. 1 
conduct of their brethren* 1 In the lBtb of November, the 
84th Native Infantry at Chittagong suddenly rose, and, after 
committing Lhe usual nets of violence and plunder, marc bed 
off and made for the Jidda of Tipum Four days later an 
attempt Lo (Unarm the troops at Dacca was stubbornly re¬ 
sisted ; and the mutineers, worsted in a desperate conflict, 
fled* Meanwhile the Chittagong mutineers were hurrying 
blindly up the country towards their intended place of refuge. 
But the Rajah of Tipoia, loyally responding to an appeal of 
the Commissioner of Chittagong, sent a body of his retain erg 
tu stop thorn* Turning aside, they ventured again into 
British territory ; bur they met with no sympathy from the 
people. On the 15th of D.-comber tlie chief civil officer of 
Bill] el soul the Silhet light Infantry, a loyal native 
regiment, commonded by Major Byng* to pursue them. After 
marching the extraordinary distance of eighty miles in thirty- 
six hours* By tig learned that the mutineers had retraced 
their steps, and were making for LnLou, To reach ibis place, 
he had to march buck twenty-eight miles along the road 
which he had just tTOversesL His men followed him without 
a murmur, came up with the mutineers early on the 18th* 
and completely defeated them. Flying to the north-east, 
they were hoaten again on the 12th of January by a detach- 
meat nf the Silhet regiment; and the survivors shut up in 
the hills, perished from exposure or disease* 

Meanwhile the Bhrmgulpore Division* without being 
acLually disorganised* had been in an unhealthy condition. 
Sol in after the mu Liny ut Hi nap ore. the 5 lb Irregular Cavalry 
had mutinied; and carried fire and sword over the country. 
Most of the zemindars had supported the authorities In main¬ 
taining order : hut the number of dacoiLies bad increased ; aud 
the people generally were in un im table temper. Moreover 
the head-quarters of one of the detachments which had miiti- 
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ditd Bt Tlotca were at T.Tit; station of .lulpigoree tfithin the 
Division. 

When, therefore, Cotnmissitmcr Yule heard of the mutiny, 
he knew that lit- must act promptly if the matin tiers were to Uairympls. 
bo prevented from blinding on tJie torch to I heir brethren. 
Accordingly, ou die SJKh of November, he loft fibrin guipure 
with n few of the 5th Fusiliers, and marched northwards in 
the dirtetiou of Jdtpigorea- WhDfl he was on ids way, two 
cavalry detachments at Madnnwgimge and Julpigoree 
mutinied, and rode off southwards towards Dinflgajtore. 

Dalrymple, the collector of that stab an, and a few Euro¬ 
peans and Eurasians whom he gathered round him, nohly 
resolved to remain whore they were and defend the Govern¬ 
ment treasure to the last lint, when the mutineers were 
almost on the point uf attacking the station, they were warned 
that u force of British sailors was marching towards the in, 
and struck off westward on the road to Pcorneah. 1 he 
moment that Yale heard of their movement ho hastened hack 
to intercept them, arrived at Poameah in tamo to prevent 
them from plundering, defeated them, and, having by a rapid 
march to the north-west frustrated an attempt which they 
mndu to gain the town of Nathuporc, forced them to fly for 
refuge into Ncpsul. Halting at Ntttlmpor?, he received c _ 

message wamiug him that the Bute a mutineers were about to 
swoop down on Julpigoree, and begging hint to coma to the 
rescue. He did not lose n moment in complying ■with the 
request. Making ti series of prodigious marches towards 
the threatened elution, I 10 dashed past it in the hope of 
stopping the mutineers and attacking them before they 
cimid cross the river Testa. They succeeded, however, in 
turning his position, and, making good use of their elan, got 
safely across the river. Butt though baffled in ids original 
object. Yule was determined to prevent them from gaining a 
foot-hold in British territory- Marching westward, to the 
south and, as it were, alongside of them, he forced them dei> January, 
to take refuge within Neprral. 

While Yule was performing these exploits, the Ghnta ThoChuta 
Nugpore Division remained in the same disturbed condition 
in which it had been at the time of Wir Coliu’s departure 
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from Calcutta. Mnny of the landowners indeed steadily 
supported the authorities; but the aboriginal tribes gathered 
togeth er i y large n y mbe rs to pi lj n d er* tu revengfl 11 1 omso3 vos 
upon chiefs ’who had offended them, or to support pretenders 
of their own choice. Tbe Briusb officers marched from one 
threatened point to nranLher with such scanty forces as they 
could muster; hut. though they beat the insurgents in u 
number ol petty combats, anarchy eon Lin tied to prevail* 
Towards tbe end of I8;j 7 reinforuemedLs began Lu arrive. 
At one time in a single district no less than five different 
detachments were simultaneously hunting insurgents ; Lot 
the country was so hilly und overgrown with jungle that their 
operations wen 1 seriously impeded. Early in 1858, however* 
tliw tide began to turn. Mu mb era of guilty villages were 
destroyed* and quantities of grain and cattle captured. The 
effect of those measure was speedily apparent. The dis¬ 
affected felt that it was high time to settle down again tu 
their villagea ? and u renewed influx of revenue proved that 
all classes were regaining their old confidence in British 
power.* 

It is now' time to trace the progress of the events that 
disturbed the peace of tbr; Bombay Presidency, of Central and 
of Southern India. After making this excursion, the reader 
will be able to understand how it was that Sir (John Campbell 
wus able to undertake with confidence tbe labour of recon¬ 
quering Eohikniul and (Jude. 


* Fart, Ptiprrx, vaL xlir. Pvri l , p, pas-. 60. I'mV ,_l 

p. 2Cl3, par. SI t p. -tt* par. id Pan. 4 T p, All; p. Ml, par, 34; u MU, 
jur, 37; p. 5.2. pnr. If i p. S37. pnr. 2i>: p. nlU. pur, 22; p, 031, pnrj. 1 1 r 

12 T A'e. litpwt mi f/i. In 1 '... ... tAr AWrrefi i^.'Vr Mi' O^LtrtjJwrNf 

a/' during Mt yrur$ [BaT-48, p. I. 








469 


y<M- 0U r>\ 

( HOME DEPiT ) 

CHAPTEB Xm. 

THE BOiEBiY rBESIDENCY* 

The Bomhav Prf&idency was bounded on kh& north by 
Bdoaohiistftn Bad the south-western extremity of the Punjanh, Tli a Eknnlwiif 
■on tliu west bv BflloochiEtan and the sen s cm the south by P^ai'-iency.. 
Mysore, anil on the east by the Nizam's dominions, the 
Central Provinces, Malwa, and Kajpootaca- TLfi whole 
extent of the territory, including the dominions uf a ntimlcr 
of protected native princes, was about four times that of 

Engl Hilda 

The Govern Dr of the Presidency was Lord Elphinstane* 

He bad bad a long and varied experience of Anglo-Indian 
polities. Twenty years before, he bad been appointed Cover- ^ 
nor of Madras. At that time indeed no very high opinion 
bad bocD formed of bis qualifications For role* ^ e want a 
Governor*” a zealous official bud remarked* 51 and they send 
us a guardsman; we want a statesman, anil they send us a 
dancer." * Since then, however. Lord Elpbinstone bad 
ripened into a statesman of the first order. He bad tact and 
knowledge of men. lie knew when and how to rebuke a 
subordinate, when to restrain him, when to let him have bis 
own way. He never attempted to letter meo who could ho 
trusted Lo use their own discretion. W bile his lofty characterj 
Ins bold and enlightened stateanjosiship won the reject and 
confidence of those who served umlor hun ( be bad the art of 
alt aching them Lo b im self of stimulating them to the utmost 
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their ability* 

The news of the outbreak at Meerut reached him an the 
1-ttb of May. Like John Lawrence, be eil odcc made up bis 
tub it] to regard the Interests of hk own charge us anboi'dinute 
to Lise interests of the empire. It was due to his energy that 
the troops who had been engaged in the Persian war were 
despatched with sncli rapidity to Calcutta; it was due to his 
swift recognition of ibo essential conditions of the struggle 
lhat Enrtic J rero w&a enabled to execute Ms design of re¬ 
in forcing the Piuyaub, and lhat George Lawrence was provided 
wir.b the means of saving ttqjpootaiuL As sood as the news 
of lie mutiny ut Nnsseerabad reached him , be saw that it 
would be his task Eg secure the all-important line of com' 1 
muni cation between Bombay and Agra, and to support the 
autbomies in Central India. Accordingly, although his own 
resources were hut slander, he lost no time in equipping u 
column for cite attainment of these objects- The column was 
placed under the command cf Major-General Woodburn, 
who was ordered to proceed direct to Mbow, md to obey 
whatever instructions ho might receive from the Govemor- 
Gencral's Agent at Indore.* 

Soon, however, events occurred which warned Elphiu stone 
that the country under his own control was not to pass 
seaililess through tbs crisis, Xu the reeeutlv^uiinexfi-rl 
province of Saturn LbEre was a strong feeling in favour of 
the pretensions of the adopted son of the kte Eajfib's brother. 
Moreover, the feudatory chiefs, who, with only one exception, 
had no milk issue, knowing that their adopted eons would 
not be allowed to succeed to tboir estates, were personally 
fluxions for the overthrow of the British GovBriimenL On 
the I2lh of June the magistrate, Eoge t learned that one 
Bungo Bnppojee hud formed a plot to release the priuuiea 
in the town of Batura, plunder the treasury, and attack the 
cantonments, H- at once sent for European reinforcement* 
Uric of the chief mpintom was discovered and orresLed” 
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Thereupon ttnngo IJappojec fled. His followers 
aitnoked und dispersed by u party of tho Southern Mahruttn 
Irregular Horae under Lieutenant Kerr. Subsequent in¬ 
vestigations proved that die family of tbe late Rajah harl 
been implicated in the plot. They were therefore tmne- 
pfirleiL while seventeen of their fellow-conspirators ware con¬ 
victed anti executed,* 

Soon after the detection of thr plot which has just been 
described, Elpkinstone received gloomy reports from tbe 
Southern Mahnitta country. Stretching to the south of Saturn, 
that country is bonnded on the east by the Nizam's dominions, 
on the west by the Chants, anil on die south by tbe Madras 
Presidency. It contained two British cojlecturates, Belgaom 
and lShurwar, numerous small semi-imle pen (tent states, and 
one of more importance, Kola pore. At each of tbe diree 

chief towns, Kolapon?, Belgium, and D bar war, there was a 
native regiment. At Belganm there were some four hundred 
European woolen und children, while the only British force 
consisted of a battery of artillery and some thirty ini',miry. 
The chiefs and smaller land owners still smarted from the 
wounds inflicted upon them by the Ennui Commission ; to 
many of them had been denied the privilege of adopting 
heirs to their estates; and they were backed by the sympathies 
of a warlike people who bad been foolishly allowed to retain 
their arms. In Kolapore and the neighbouring province of 
Sawunt Wares there were other grounds of disaffection. In 
lHPi the Rajah of Ktdapore died, leaving two infant sous. 
Thereupon the British Government appointed a native 
minister, who was to act under the control of a British 
political officer. The country was studded with numerous 
forts, garrisoned bv hereditary defenders. 1 hese garrisons 
were removed by order of the political officer. The native 
court resented this measure, and in 1844 a rebellion broke 
out. The states of Kolapore and Sawimt Wares were forced 
to pu y the expenses incurred in suppressing the rebellion^ 
Naturally, therefore, there were many in both states who 
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were prepared to take udvantage of the first opportunity to 
strike at the British power. 

The political officer in charge of the Southern Mnhmtu 
country was George Berkeley Seton-Knrr, the magistrate and 
collector ol Eel gaum- He was a steadfast opponent of Lite 
policy of the imam Commission: he heartily sympathised 
with those who were suffering from its aation: and he had 
succeeded so thoroughly in impressing them with the belief 
that he mis their friend that, for some time after the news 
of the Meerut outbreak reached them, he wos able to hold 
their passions in check. As lime went on, however, the 
strain upon his powers of management increased. On the 
20th of June he represented to the Governor the alarming 
condition of the country : bat, knowing that there was more 
than enough work for every British soldier elsewhere, he 
would not homos him by asking for help; he simply asked 
for authority to meet the crisis on his own responsibility an 
best he could. The request was granted, and the unselfish 
courage which had prompted it was reworded. For, though 
the excitement of the Mahruttas became more intense when 
they heard how Nana Sahib had triumphed at Oawnporo, 
and how he had assumed the title of Peishwa, Setan-Knrr 
still kept his hold upon them. He had not the means, and, 
if ho had had the means, ho would not have had the inclina¬ 
tion to rule hy fear; but ha knew Low to rule by love.* 
He know, however, that the three native regiments were 
intriguing with each other. Suddenly he received by tele¬ 
graph news of a disaster which threatened to render all his 
ttxertiona cmovnlling. 

On the 131st of July the sepoy conspirators at Kokporc 
discovered that the native adjutant of the regiment was 
Bending away his family. Feeling sure that be was going 
to betray them, they resolved to rise at ouce. The night 
was intensely dark; and heavy rain wus falling. The adjutant 
ran to the officers' bungalows to wum the inmates. The 
ladies had just time to escape before the mutineers came up. 
A few of the officers tried to recnl! the men to their duty. 
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but io vain, Telegrams, hqwovar, were sent tti Bombay and 
Saturn for aid. The sepoys, alter plundering the treasury 
and tiles station p marched to the? town, but found tho gates 
closed against them* Most of them then returned to Lbeir 
lines. The rest marched to the Ghauts, but lound the 
road leading dnwn to the coast blocked. The bulk of them 
then made for the Sawnni Wares jungles. The remainder, 
about forty in number, returned to Kolapare, and threw 
themselves into n small outwork adjoining the town * 

Meanwhile ibe news of the mutiny had created a panic in 
Bombay- Many of the European residents removed their 
wives Find children to the ships in Lbe harbour The Go vernor* Elphiruit*BD 
however, was equal m the occasion. He at once decided-to ^.Vue rasiniL 
send Colonel George Lo Grand Jacob, an experienced soldicr- 
statesom who had just returned from the Persian expedition p 
to restore order in Knlapore. 41 I am aware,*' he said, in 
bidding Jacob farewell, ** tbit m a crisis like this a person on 
the spot ought to be the best judge of any Ha Lion Lb it 
might be at once necessary; to wait for orders may alhnw 
events to become too strong to master. I have confidence 
in your judgment; do your best to meet the present emer- 
getrny and roly on my full support.” At the same time he 
despatched by steamer two detachments of the Slid Euro¬ 
peans, which were to land in the Portuguese territory of Goa, 
and thence march respectively to Kolupore and Belgium* 

Jacob started at once. On his way he received proofs of 
a treasonable corresponds nee between Ike Wuhaihtie high-priest 
of Poona and his disciples in the Southern Mahratta country. 

Just before midnight on the 14 th of August he reached 
Kalnpore, and found that order bad been already restored. 

Lieutenant Kerr bad hastened from Sntiiru with fifty of his 
men, swum three swift and deep liters, traversed eighty miles 
in twenty-four hours, fought his way into the uur.work p and 
overpowered the mutineers* 

On the I7tb the men of Llae '2nd Europeans, who had Tim 
made a harassing march from the coast across a Hooded Sr ^ I ‘ ar * lie ' 
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country, reinforced Jacob. He now felt strong t do ugh to 
disarm tho native regiment. Next day the disarming parade 
w r aa held. Jqcub harangued the sepoys, appealing to every 
feeling that could lend them to reproach themselves for their 
conduct. Before he had finished 1 1 Is speech, lit- noticed tears 
rullintr down the cheeks of same of the mou. He tlieu gave 
the order to pile anus. For n few mninoals the men 
hesitated. Then they obeyed, and the crista was at an end. 


'1 hete ad 11 remained. however, the work of discovering and 
punishing the ringleaders, mid investigating the causes of the 
plot. Courts-martial were promptly held. Next day twenty- 
one prisoners were convicted. Two were hanged, eleven shot, 
and eight blown away from guns. Subsequent enquiries 
proved that tlm regiment had long hctiii in correspondence 
with tba sepo'vs,*- 

Tlie news of the mutiny had seriously aggravated the 
perils of ISeion- Karr s position. The regimen[* at Belgaum 
and Bharwnr were alike disaffected, and had, as wus after¬ 
wards discovered, agreed tu follow the example of their 
comrades at Koletpore. Fortunately the men at Belgnum as 
yet knew nothing of what the telegraph had told Set on-Karr. 
Having discovered the mail whom they loukad up to as their 
lender, he instantly sent him off on special duly to a distant 
town. The result was that, when the sepoys heard of the 
motinv, they were bo paralysed by the Josb of their head that 
they did nothing. On the lUth of August the detachment of 
the jlnd Europeans arrived. Seton-Karr and Lis military 
coadjutor, General Lester, now felt strong enough to arrest 
a number of conspirators of whoso guilt 'they had procured 
evidence. A mini her of intercepted letters, written by one of 
these men, proved the existence of mi organised Mahometan 
conspiracy for a general rising throughout the Sontham 
Malmum country and Eolapore, The writer and one of bis 
associates were tried, condemned, and execuied.t 

Meanwhile tUphinaioue was becoming anxious for the 
safety of Bombay, The military farce in that city consisted 

*«**■» 

t pp. JH-Ulfif MuJkflim, t oh t£L pji. atlj jig 








475 


CHAP. XII 1*1 THE BOMBAY PEUSlMHGt* 

yf three native regiments and only fonx hundred Europeans 
under Brigadier Shorn: there weru also a number of native TwaMrj ^ 
dEjrl sixty European police under Superintendent poijeLl, u Q 21 i, a t. 
Hitherto quiet Lad prevailed. But the great Mahometan 
festival of the Mohummi was approaching, and it seemed 
probable that tljii disaffected would take advantage of the 
excitement which it was sure to cause. The authorities* 
however, were not agreed among themselves as in why were Pi^reenioDi 
reallv disufFectetL The Government ware wider the ini- 
pression that danger was to be apprehended only Irom the 
townspeople* of whom a hundred and fifty thousand were 
Mahometans. It is hardly necessary to say that Brigadier 
Shunt and his officers put absolute faith in the fiopoys* 

Forjett, on the contrary* who had been Lorn and bred ill 
India* and knew the natives thorough!y t was convinced that, 
while the townspeople would nut dare to stir unless the 
sepoys set them the example, the sepoys needed to be closely 
watched. These opinions, which he freely expressed* gave 
great offence to the Brigadier, who seems to have regarded 
him ns a meddler. 

A few days before the festival the Governor suggested to 
- the Brigadier u plan for the maintenance of order in the city. 

Next morning Fcujeti called upon ike Brigadier, He learned 
that, in accordance with the plan suggested by the Govern¬ 
ment, the European troops and the European police were to 
be split up into small parries mid posted in various quarters 
0 f the dry; hut that there would not ha a single European 
soldier to oppose a mutiny among the sepoys at the point 
where it would be likely to begin, Hu at once detected the 
weakness of this arrangement, and begged the Brigadier to 
mass bis European Infantry and gnu9 on a spot which com¬ 
manded hoLli the sepoy lines uud the town. The Brigadier 
refused to do so, Still, ForjeU resolved that, as fur aa in 
kirn lay, he would counteract the baneful tendency of the 
official plan. Accordingly, the next time he saw the 
Governor, kc plainly told him that be should feel obliged 
to disobey tbs orders of Government regarding the location 
of the police, as* if the sepoys were to mutiny, it would be 
necessary for him to have them a!I in hand. * k is a very 
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nstiy thing/'replied the Governor, who appreciated Foijatt'fi 
worth, to disobey orders, -but I am sure yon will dp noLhlnw 
rosli," Fojjett tout the him. 

Tho Carmel began. Every night Forfeit went his 
rounds in disguis*. Whenever be beard anybody speaking 
in a June of esuknlion of the successtu of the mutineers 
in other parts of India, he seized him on the spot, and 
wbisdsd for bis men, dome of whom were sure lo be litrkine 
about within earshot. The budmmjhes were so thoroqghlv 
frightened by these seemingly magical arrests tint, us Forjetr 
burl predicted, they remained perfectly still, bat on the 
lust night but one, as a Hindoo idol was being carried in 
procession through the stream, a drunken Christian drummer, 
belonging to one of tins sepoy regiments, insulted the 
devotees who surrounded it, and knocked it down. Two 
policemen si once took him into eustodv- As soon as his 
comrades heard that he had been arrested, they determined 
lu vent, their spleen upon die police, whom they detested 
ns taymndons of Forfeit, A score of them Lurried to the 
lock-up, burst it open, rescued the drummer, and carried 
oil the two policemen to their lines. A European constable 
anil four native p-koemcm went thither m once, and demanded 
the release of their comrades. Instead of granting their 
demand Lie sepoys assaulted them: a fight ensued: the police 
fought their way out. leaving two sepoys for dead : numbers 
^ e^ptn-s turned out; tod a messenger mi* to warn Porjolt 
Ordering the European police to follow him as f nst w tW 
could, Furjetl mounted his horse, and galloped at. full speed 
o the scene of mutiny. The sepoys were trying , u Le 
tboir way out of the Imes, and their officers, with drawn 
T* ds ‘ wtre dwn fi their best to hinder them As soon as 
the sepoys saw Fo^tt, their excitement rose lo lurv - Far 
God's Sake, Mr. FarjcU," cried the officers, "go ™,» 

11 your men are beet on mischief," replied Forfeit ‘ the 
sooner it » over, the better.” The supoya Notated. Forfeit 
sat still on his horse, confruntiug them. Presently hi* 
aaeispmt came galloping up. Fifty-W Enropcms followed 
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mustered; tlieir esmtament qufatud down ; and they elnnk 
back within their lines. 

Twenty-four hours more, and the festival would be over. 
Like a good general, Foijett followed up Mb victory by 
keeping Ids men still on the alert. The consequence wee 
tliU, on the last night, not only were the sepoys quiet, but 
it was uwnceeasury to make a single arrest in the town. A 
few days later lorjeU caused a gibbet to be erected in the 
yard of the police-office, sent For the roost indncntinl of those 
citizens whom he knew to he disaffected, and, pointing to the 
gibbet, told them that, if he should find the least reason to 
believe that any of them meditated an outbreak, they should 
be instantly hanged. They listened in solemn silence, and 
went away overawed. All danger, however, was not yet 
over. Foijetc was informed by one of bis detectives that 
a number of sepoy a were in the habit of bolding secret 
meetings in the house of one Guoga Lursad. He accordingly 
caused this man to he arrested in the night, and brought to 
the police-office. There, partly by threats, partly by the 
promise of a large reward, be induced hitu to tell what hu 
knew. Nest evening be went to the house, and, going into 
11 room adjoining the one in which the meeting* were held, 
peeped thru ugh a hole which had been drilled in the wall. 
Presently he saw the sepoys coma in. one by one. From 
what he heard be gathered that they intended to mutiny 
during the Hindoo festival of tba Dew alien in October, 
pillage the city, and then quit the island. Another day, 
knowing that the officers were still disposed to trust their 
uicn, he persuaded Major Harrow, the commandant of one of 
the regiments, to go with him to the house, “ My God." 
aaid Harrow, when he saw the sepoys through the holes. 
“ My own men! is it possible !" The plot was reported re 
the brigadier and the Governor. “ Mr. Forjett has caught 
us at last," said Bhortt Courts-martial were held, and two 
of the sepoys were executed, and six transported for life. The 
ilewalleo passed quietly, and thenceforth Bombay was safe.* 


* T\irjBit's 0 j n‘ R*ai IJamgtr m /riifrn, pp r IrUl—14: Rcj^-it dm the Atktitnia- 
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Stilly in many firms of die Presidency the- state of affairs 
such us to cause the Governor grave anxiety. Although 
the Bombay army, on the whole, wels tolerably staunch, there 
wen* many Poorbeulis in its ranks who sympathised with 
their brethren in North-Western India. In Hep tern her two 
plots to mutiny zu Hyderabad in Seim If: and nt ALmedulmd 
were nipped in the hud, and at Kuiraebee in Bdrcdo a mutiny 
actually took place.* But it was in tho Southern M&h rut La 
country thet Lire most formliable danger lurked. The brother 
of the Kajab of Kola pure, a clever and ambitious man, was 
known to hu disaffected* RmiBBarie& from the Nana Salaib 
uud £rr.un various Southern Mafiratta chiefs stole into Kolu- 
poTCj and did their best to persuade him to rebel, AH 
tlirough the autumn JEicob's mind was kept on (he rack bv 
rumours of intended risings, Ac lust* on the night of the 
5 tii of Decern her, he was awakened by the u Latter of boms 
hoofs, Rushing out of doors, he wab met by a native officer, 
who told him that ominous shouts had been heard in the: 
town. Tlae explanation was soon forthcoming* A band of 
insurgents, instigated doubtless by the fUf&ks broth or p hud 
thrown Lhem selves into the town and shut the galea, Jacob 
instantly galloped into die eampj aud sonuded die alarm; the 
troops turned out: one of the gates wu blown open : the 
storming party rushed in: the rebels fled; and thirty-six 
who wore token prisoners were then and there tried bv drum¬ 
head court-martial! convicted. condemned* and executed, 
Hut for this prompt action, the wave of rebellion might have 
streamed down the whole of the Southern Mahrattu countrv n 
and overdo wed into the dominion* of the Nizam .f 

The other states of the Southern Mahmlta uatmtry, 
Indeed, were agitated by troubles of their own. He ton-Karr 
aud Lester, backed up by an able officer, Colonel Malcolm 
^ ere steadily disarming the population : hut a succession of 
petty outbreaks bad occurred, and had been with difficulty 
repressed. Early in 1856, .Malcolm hud to march westward 
against the Rajah of Sharapnor, u weak and hot-hearted young 


* li’-jiort on rin Aitmftiuiralion of fhtblie A ffair* in (An 
/or thr star 1657-56, pji, $1, as?, pars. 150,Ml, ICC, 1U7. 
t Jt>„ pp, IS, lb, pars. tIS, 04 j Jacob, pp, 
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chief* owning the sovereignty of the Xiz&m, who had been 
hurried -by unscrupulous advisers into rebellion. It wag 
clearly necessary to sub line the insurrectionary spirit before 
tt could take bold of the people of the surrounding country. 
Accordingly, the Government resolved to make an odmmifl- 
Lrative change* 

In May, Jacob was appointed Commissioner of the Southern 
Muhrutta country. Ai the same tiim.- Setuu-Karr was 
directed to make over the political agency tn hb assistant, 
Charles Munson, who was to act under Jacob.* It is hardly 
necessary ro say that these changes reflected no censure upon 
St!ton-Karr. Tlje Government simply felt lliat it would be 
wise, in the existing emergency* to place the supreme control 
nf bo turbulent a country in the hands of one man. 

Unfoniiijutely. Munson, having been connected with the. 
Enam Cowmbyloii, was regarded with suspicion by tho 
native chiefs. Tho ablest of those wets Baku Sahib, chief of 
NurgoonJ. A few weekg before* be had heard with sorrow 
and alarm lime one of big brother chiefs had been arrested 
by Munson ; and, now that Mansion had been promoted, he 
was seized by the fancy that proofs of bis own disloyalty had 
been obtained, und that he was to bn tho next victim* 

On the Slbth of May. Mon son left Ktilapora* where he had 
h«ix conferring with Jacob, intending to visit the northem 
slates of the country, and try whether his personal influence 
could keep the chiefs steady* He was accompanied nnlv hv 
twelve troopers of tho ^utiLhem Mnlirntta Horse. Four 
hours later Jacob received a telegram, to the effect that 
Baba fiuhib was believed to have risen, TX-' at once sent a 
messenger un horse back to deliver the news to Mansou. to 
toll Id in that I i.o bad telegraphed to Lester to send u force 
to Nnrgoond if the news should turn out to be true* and to 
recommend him to return lu Kolapore, to consult with him, 
<m bis way to join this force. The messenger overtook Manioc 
ait a place called Kuuruiidwar* Munson* ytill confident in 
the strength ot lib own influence* told him to go book and 
tidl Jacob that bp intended to hurry across country to Nur* 


1$S& 


J*?tih rtnd 

l&juwBa 

rroBioieii- 


MntiflDn and 
Baba Sahib. 


* p, ma 





4SG 


THE BOMBAY PRESIDENCY. [CHAP. HR* 


im 


ScBlS=Li 
orert likes 
Hull* Suliili. 


JUTl^ Lin 


Tin* Sawttot 

DissaAViE'jn 


goond, nnd r if pocsiuhle, i±ip tbe revolt in tho bud* He then 
pushed on rapidly with tlie troopers. On the :4sHh be arrived 
at Itrmidroug, the chief of which place was Balm Sahib'a 
half brother* From Inin be learned that Balia Sahib bed 
commi t l ed himself i rretri av a bly * Hi 1 reso l vod. tl i i i‘- J o re T 
to go southward and join Malcolm* who bad already marched 
in attack the rebels* That evening ho started- After up 
exhausting ataga, be halted for the night near a nllftga 
called Soorchuii, and lay down wiih hto troupers in u temple 
to sleep, About midnight. Baba Sahib and a number of his 
followers stale up to the temple, fired a volluY* and rushed 
in with drawn swords. Starting from bis sleep, Munson 
jumped up and fired his revolver at Ills assailants ; hut in a 
moment they overpowered him p out off his head, and fion^ 
his body itiio the fire. Baba Sahib then returned to Nur- 
goond, ftTLli bung op the gory bend over a gateway. 

For two days ba enjoyed his triumph* On the 1st of 
June* Malcolm appeared before the walls oi Xurgooml, 
defeated him F and drove him and his followers into the iort. 
Next morning the fort was found empty. Baba Sahib had 
fled in the night. Frank SchUct, the anperm tend nut of 
police, rode with u few men in pursuit, and on the tni caught 
him* disguised as a pilgrim, in the jungle. Soon after¬ 
wards he was tried, condemned, and executed. W itkiu u 
few weeks Jacob completely rest-red order in the country 
above the Ghauts.* 

Some months earHer^ a tribe called the Sawimfc Dessayees 
bad tiiken advantage of the disturbed condition of the Pre¬ 
sidency to plunder villages in the country below the Ghauts. 
The dense jungles afforded them so secure an asylum that 
for many months tbev were able to dely the various columns 
that were striving to get. at them. Before the end of 
however, they were subdued by the aid of the Portuguese 
Government of Goa,t 


* Jruse’hi. w 


t pp* i90-*m t 




481 


G 


.lCO 7- 


( HOME DEPT 1 ' 

an h 


CHAPTER XIY, 


THE CENTUM] INDIAN AGENCY.—THE *ULWA 
CAMPAIGN. 


He fore the crisis in t-li-u Bombay Presidency wns aver* a 
senes uf great events hud occurred in that, part of Centra] 
India fbr tbe ^enmy of which Lord Elphinstone hud made 
Buck great saorifitsew. The mo?t important point in this 
co a it try was Indore, where the Mu lint Liu prince* Holkur, held 
his court, 

Holkar's elate, like that of Sindiu, was id subsidiary 
alliance with the British Government,. and under the super 
vision of the Centra] Indian Agency* Hia capital was the 
headquarters of tbo Agency* The most important of the 
other states for which the Agent was responsible were 
Bhopal, Dhar, Dcwfts, atid Jowru. 

At the time of the outbreak ft! Moemt the appointment 
of Agent was! held by Sir Robert Hamilton. A few weeks 
before, however, be had been obliged to return to England 
for r i is health; and his work was now being done by Colonel 
Henry Marion Dei mud of the Roy a l Engineers. 

This officer wus in the prime of life, being only forty- 
four years of age. Early in bis Indian career he bad been 
pointed to as u man of promise; but for the last thirteen 
years bis Bib bad been one hard and biller struggle against 
ignorant or unaorupntuua enemies. The truth is that his 
n mure was a neb as could not Lave fulled to pro yoke enmity* 
There never whs a man, even in the Indian service, who 
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held stronger opinions tluui Durand, or expressed them 
with more fearless or uncompromising sincerity. His Indian 
experiences had bo disgusted him that he had tried to Gud 
employment at home: hit l lie had failed; Indio could not 
atford to lose him; and, now that lie had at lust achieved 
a position worthy of his powers, he know that lie had suc¬ 
ceeded, not by flattery or intrigue, not by concealing 
unpleasant trmhs, htu by the sheer fact that he who indis¬ 
pensable. Still, he had suffered acutely from the disappoint- 
metits which he had undergone; and, as one result of them, 
his manner and conversation had become tinged with u 
bitterness that was not natural to him. For, though he was 
a dangerous man to provoke, though he could he us hard 
us adamant when hardness waa called for, his heart yearned 
with tenderness towards the weak and the Buffering. Per¬ 
haps his moat prominent clmmcteriaiio was absolute munti¬ 
neas, a quality which is by no cue hub universal even utuemp 
men of exceptional force of character. Ha never would allow 
a privute sorrow, a personal wrong, to relax the fibres of his 
mind, or tempt him to slacken in the rigid performance of 
public duty. He would have attributed the strength which 
had enabled him to stand up under the slings and arrows of 
outrageous fortune, uoi to himself, hut to the Higher Power 
iu which he believed with a faith remarkable even in thaL 
era of Anglo lndiim history. Men who did not appreciate 
him have said that ho locked sympathy with natives. The 
criticism ia not substantially true ; but there is some founda¬ 
tion for it. Few men understood natives better; but he was 
quicker to detect their faults than to appreciate their virtues * 
he was always willing to support, to instruct, or to advise 
deserving natives, and to give them credit for proved well¬ 
doing ; bnt his sympathy was uot of that ever-ready, ali¬ 
en, bracing, genial kind which belonged to Henry Lawrence. 
This foiling, however, did not in the least affect bis fitness 
lor the work which now Jay before him, 

When Duniud entered upon his duties, there was uot a 
ripple to break the culm which prevailed in Central India 
Three weeks later, however, u sepoy was caught iu the act of 
carrying a treasonable message to the Rewuh Durbar. From 
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that tinnj symptoms of disquiet appeared, wtiicrli forced upon 
Dunmfl the conviction that a statin was brewing. On the 
14tb of May he heard that the atom] had burnt ut Meerut, 
He instantly realised the appalling seriaUEnra* of his position. 
On the north, east, and west, Indore^ was looked in hy 
native states swarming with national and contingent troops. 
On the southern dde, it in true, there was a British station* 
Mhow, But this station was by no means a pure source of 
strength; for T while the native portion of the garrison eon- 
listed of a regiment of infantry and a wing of a regiment of 
cavalry p there were no European§ except the gunners of a 
single buttery p the drivers of which were natives. These 
gunners uioreover were the only British soldier? whose ser¬ 
vices Durand could command. Indore itself was garrisoned 
by two hundred men of the Malwa Contingent 

Lei spite, however, of the great dangers which threatened 
him, and the slenderness of his resourc s 3 Durand dsd not for 
a moment lose heart. He saw that what ho hud to do was 
to preserve intact the line ot' the river Ncrbuddu, and thus 
prevent the lire ul insurrection which was leaping up in 
Northern India from spreading southwards; to guard die 
great road from Bombay to Agra, along which ran the tele¬ 
graphic hne H and by which troops could most conveniently 
advance to his relict;, and to hold on to Indore 4 ^ king 
pofidble. He Raw too that, in order to minimise the 
internal dangers which threatened the peace of the states of 
Lite Central Indian Agency, be must try to prevent the native 
troops of the Company's army from intriguing with the 
Conti Dg?ius. 

Very much depended npon the loyalty of Holkur himeelC 
The lustra shed upon the family name by the exploit of his 
ancestor, Jeswnnt Ban, had not faded; and itseenicd certain 
fo the rno^t CAperieuced and sagacious observers that* if he 
were to rise, a|] the lesser chiefs would follow hi* lead.t 
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But Ounmd, though he bad net tluL iadeslruistible wn- 
fitbucc in Halkar which lie might have acquired if he could 
have broil glit himself to aultivACa hi a ncrjuainiuiiec* felt m 
suspicion towards him* ** Holknr's fears urid interests, he 
wrote* H tire on our side, and, so far as any Dor bm t especial]y 
a Mahmttrt Durbar, is trostworihy, Hulkar* * As 

u mutter of fact* Holkftr was loyal; and his loyalty was bawd 
upon tin- foundation not only of his feura and hi* inter** ts* 
hut nlen of something firmer, a gen nine mt rich item to the 
British power, whkh find been implanted itml faltered in him 
by the wise counsel and the sympathetic iritcrcniir^ 1 of Sir 
Robert Hand 1 ton.+ 

The Itthl step which Durand toot wus to reinforce his 
little gnrribJ'm by fl detachment of iwm hundred and ^'Vt-nty 
Bheels, whom lie summoned from Sr-erdupniy, mid two tronpt 
of cavalry, two hundred and seventy infantry, and two guns 
belonging to the Bhopal Cun Lin gent. These reinforeemeti is 
arrived, on the th o! Muy, licdkar him be LI placed ut lIlo 
disposal of Du rund three guns and three compano # uf in- 
fiimry In the middle of dune niiothur detachment ■ >£ Bhopal 
cnvidry arrived under Colonel Travers, wh© thenceforth bid 
coinmaud of the entire force, and, though glad to be able to 
avail him self uf die advice of Durand, for whom he hml a 
most uffbctEDtiaie n speet and admi ration, v>m„ for all mtULiiry 
arrpttgemenls + solely responsible.} 

To help the reader to picture to himself the eve me which 
followed p it will be well to uivt* a sliort description of llie 
Residency uinl irs environs, 

E 

Tim Resiliency was u Lun-^torieJ alone house, standing m 
a son of park, about four hundred yards north-west of the 
river Khan and two mile* south-east 0 f the town The 


* IL -M- Dnrnud'a Ckmtnil India m I&57, p* I Ft TLil- wriitt h n nan a f l_|m 
Lnti j SLt Henry Durand. 

4 T4i£ fact that Ihrftu^hdtlt llit* crieis IIoLk.ir ths ma*t \^I 

loyalty IjfiL* hom m rally p*viT£d by Kjijk and Htdte^U, who differ ^ idelV in 
tliplr »ttmAt«i Ilf Pfinind'iE renduct, ami hy Dli-kifin u. tint il t* tmUPCMinry 
tu nntorJjitfl suy furtbor Br ft nuncnt upon th* ittfijerL Durand bitu«lf + Uns^f h 
msifttlng- that the Icdtm? Durbar hml Ihg mntiEiy uf sLi! 1st >■ f Julv. 

ndmittr.il tlml Uolkar wia iwrmntttUr niiilem-rrinfl of Llama. giut**™ 
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_\lhoiv rn4isl skirted the north-western side of the park* nod 
crossed the river by a bridge The troups lent by Holkur 
were ported UmtiUg it group of buildings about a hundred 
yards north-west of the Reddimcy; while the remaining 
troops were posted in the neigh bon rhood of some (Tavern ment 
odices on its north-east. 

Before the arrival of Travers, there lnid been many signs 
thru the Sturm wits milling swiftly down upon Central India. 
Successive messages bud told of the mutinies at Xusseerubiiil, 
at Xeemuch, at Jhausi, and of that of the Tufted Malwn 
Contingent at MehiHpore; and it was rumoured that the 
troops at Mhow intended to mutiny, and march upon Indore. 
Hiu alive was Holkar to the significance of these events that 
on I he Oth of June bo besought Durand to Rend off the 
Government treasure ^d the English ladies to Mhow for 
better security* sod to convert the Residency into a defensible 
post. Dnrund did nnt listen to this advice.* lie knew 
indeed, what must have escaped the abservatioit of Holkar. 
LhuL the soil iu Lhtf neighbourhood of the Residency was ro 
thin us tu make the creuth-D of defensive works itup"ssible,t 
It was understood, however that, in the event of a mutiny, 
all the European and Eurasian residents ware to throw 
themselves into the Residency, t A few days afterwards two 
officer^ Captains Ludluw and Cobbe, suggested that Holkur's 
three gnus should he brought op to the Residency, in order 
that they might he more under euutroL Du mud and Travers 
rejected this advice on the ground that to adopt it would 


* Lff*t CvWuchi £c., p, iy, 

f Tr?.*m r p, 3d. In anawar to Dii-kjaioji's elMUrg* that Iharand did not 
Rend tljtt ladles L" MIidv, Travtra simpJy say* ,h Tramad Lad. nu dQuhfc r what 
upjn>fti j i 1 1 | ci him nt tJie time, Hoed rmHpiw fur nnl nccoptro# ftl* tuiriaB^ 
f ■'. 1 Indnrt Epttfok (a printed Ebeet cniitiiining somu fladrartfi from DlrfcinHQQ 
with rsplfet hy TraterajL 

t Tha UBOOVMttMsd aenrantB afterward* ^umplamad Ltmf,. ftlrij- agh thetr 
pa ell Lei a *' icin L il-i: m is * (? H Jjnraiii.L Ilul[ tifillber n Tailed himbBlf cf ILd appur- 

tnaitv cd drgftnJriug them n& a fc&Bflivft force, nor Appointed miv pbiea la 
wluch they might n't Ere in the evepi of a mutiny AWwaj u Ui .Stow LttUr* 
/™ India, 15 tu U1 ilar, litfa* j>, HI; Lajt Ownnk t p r &\ To thin 
charge TriTcrti rfrplin tinil Lhc-tre were uot more than half -a da/gn tn orgAnije t 
and timl the Emropoana and EnraaiJi h* knew [lint the -Reside, twy was 1& hr 
Ihiiir remleaTom. a» was prered by the fan* that, with the nsi-eption of & ne 
obstinate nsan, they ah Listened thitimr un Ihe outbreak of mntinv. T%$ 
Jntlw-i HpiMQtfr.. 
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eiuia* * * § u panic, nnJ that pnidafece required tfa* gnuum of 
the Bhopal Ctontingeot to be kept separate from those of 
Balkar* 

A few days later the nows of a dienater greater than any oi 
which he had yet heard, reached Durand. The Gwalior 
Contingent had mutinied. Ill consequence of thia, eomniu- 
oicivdatt with Agra by the direct road was cut off- A great 
hope, however, remained* General Wood hums column was 
nffv anting towards Mhow. The mere news of its approach 
wut enough to shake the matinons resolves of the Hoops at 
that station. But Wood burn tamed aside from his course to 
suppress a disturbance which hud broken out at Au run gab Ltd* 
in id remained there even after he had accomplished his 
purposed On the 2Bth, Lord Elpluostone telegraphed Lo 
Dun Hid that the column could not advance, and asked what 
wou 1d be the effect on the country for which Durand was 
responsible Durum] replied that he could not answer one 
Ituur for the safety of Central India* if the fact that the 
column was not advancing should become knuwn.J Already 
the |net had penetrated the thin reserve of the telegraph 
clerks, and. become a theme for the gossips in the bazaars. 
Gnl: more hope and one more disappointment remained for 
Durand. The report that Delhi bad fallen had reached 
Injure, and instantly exercised a sedative influence uu the 
disorderly portion of the population, Bui on the night of 
the llOth of June one of Travers's servants went to Durand, 
nud informed him that there was to be a mutiny next 
morning- The mini was rebuffed for his pains.§ >iext 

morning, at about tight o'clock, Durand received a letter from 
Agra| informing him that the -report of the fall of Delhi 
was unfounded. Half uti hour Eater, as he w m embodying 
thy euhatsnee of this letter in a telegram lor Lord Elphin- 


* The 1 injVv. Epi'tirfk: JtuduxuTt* iv&earj from, JM to HI 
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stone* a da the gervuni rushed iuio his room, and said that 1 ^ UJ ‘ ~ 
there was el great uproar in the bazaar, Du mud laid down 
bis pen, and walked oiH to see what was the matter. As ho 
came on to the steps outside the Residency* Holier'3 three 
guns opened fire and hurled ti shower of grape into the 
Dlmpni Contingent tinea. 

Durand and Travers were equal to the occasion. The THa mutiny, 
former at once wrote to summon the Allow battery to his 
aisai stance. The latter hastened to join his men, and, order- 
ing the infantry and artillery to turn out, led oil' the cavalry 
and attempted to form them up tu charge Holkars guns. 

But the native officer wag a traitor, and three times broke 
the formation. The men helplessly moved their hordes about 
in doubt Eind con fusion. Travers* however, was a man of 
action. He gave the word, ,f Charge/’ and, though only five 
men had the heart to follow Mm, galloped straight upon the 
guns* and captured them. But no one hacked him up; 

Hoik fir's infantry were tiring upon him; and he was obliged 
to retire. The enemy's guns* supported by infantry* were 
than moved to and, with the object of bombarding the front 
of the Residency; but the gunners of the Bhopal Contingent 
had had time to get their guns ready, and, aided by two 
English sergeants, opened a tire which soon forced the sup¬ 
ports to fall back. Ii the cavalry could only have been 
induced to charge, the day might have been won ; hut 
nothitig could be done with them. They were nut positively 
in n ti nuns; hut they were not ioyaL Instead of charging, 
they rode about the enclosure, thinking only of esc aping the 
enemy's fire, 

Still, iho infantry might do something. Travers called 
upon them to follow him- But they would not obey; and 
the men of ihe Bhopal Contingent, twelve only excepted, 
actually threatened their officers' lives. As a last resource, 

Tmvers brought the Bbeels, who had at least remained 
passively loyal, into the Eesidency, m the hope that they 
would pluck up courage to fight behind cover. But the 
©ni‘Uiy*y round shot and grape were crashing through the 
walls; their infantry, now reinforced by ihe Alulwu and 
Bhopal UouLlu gents* were threatening to advance to the 
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assault ; it WAS reported (hut Holknr himself was coming, nt 
the head of his troops, to join in the attack*; nod the 
Bheels run panio-striirken into the inner rooms, About ten 
o'clock the d&Viilry gent word that they hared nut remain 
where they were any longer, lest their retreat should, be cut 
off, mid begged that the defenders of the Residency, and the 
women and children would take advantage of their escort to 
ett'ert their escape. Durand Led to decide at once to accept 
or to refuse the offer. Besides himself and Tniwrs, there 
were only seven officers, three doctors, two sergeants, fourteen 
unlive gunners, and iivc civilians to defend an nnfortified 
house against some six hundred trained soldiers ,t It would 
be madness for him to attempt to hold out against such odds, 
unlcHa help should speedily arrive; and the Mbow buttery' 
the only available reinforcement, could nut possibly arrive for 
two hours, and might then he unable to fight its wi,y un¬ 
supported through the vastly superior numbers nf the enemy. 
It was indeed u bitter humiliation to him to be obliged tu 
retreat before an enemy whom, if his own troops had sup¬ 
ported him, he could have easily overwhelmed; hut it was 
better to suffer humiliation than io sacrifice the lives of 
women and children, lie resolved therefore, with the cuu- 
currenec nt l ravers aud all the officers, to retreat at once. 
1 be point to which it would have seemed natural la retreat, 
if it hod been possible to do so, w us ilhow. But, in order to 
gain the road to Mbow, Durand aud his handful of men, bis 
women and children would have bod to move for four hundred 
yards under the fire of an enemy twenty limes as numerous 
as themselves,!: an enemy who, moreover, bad acquired con¬ 
fidence by victory. Had they attempted to do m , j t i B Dljt 
likely that one of them would have lived to led the tale. 
Moreover, even if it had been possible to retreat to Mbow, 
Durand would have been unwilling tu stay there long. It 
aeemcd almost certain that Mbow would soon be besieged ■ 
and, shat up in its fort, Durand could have rendered com- 
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para lively little service to the StMe,* He resolved there- l ^ T - 
lore to go to meet Waodbnm, hoping tluii he would he 
able to indnee him to undertake the pacification of Centrul 
IihIill He httd not gone far, however, before lie heard that 
the Sitnrol puss, through which his road lay, was occupied 
by LI oi bar's troops* He determined notwithstanding to pu&h 
on. But the cavalry flatly refused lu make the attempt. 

They were determined, they said, to go to Sehore in Bhopal, 
where their hotnes lay. Without the cavalry Durand couid 
do nothing. Accordingly he made the heat of his si Lu a lion, 
nod, pushing on rapidly, arrived at Sehore on the Jil h of 
Jaly.f 

Meanwhile Che L-xpIoaion at Indore liad scattered its devas- CoaJtoq.uftu*i 
tnti ng fragments far and wide over the surrounding cotmtrv H 
Captain Huugerlord, the oihcer in command of the Mbow 
blittery^ hearing on his way to Indore of Durand's reLFeat, 
had galloped swiftly back to Mhow* At night the native Jtdy L 
troops at that staEion rose, sot lire to the mess-boLise r 
murdered tha colonel, the adjutant, and (he cu m man dant of 
the cavalry, and then hurried off to join their fellows at 
Indore. The 5 Lb Gwalior Contingent at Augur rose next. 

A day of two later the entire host of mutineers, with the July L 
exception of sonic of Holkiiri t troops, swarmed out of Indore, 
and, plundering the villages, cutting the telegraph wires, find 
burning the bungalows, as they went along, pushed north¬ 
wards towards Gwalior, The restless spirits in Central India 
were smitten with the contagion. The wild Bheels* in 
Northern JIalwa began to raise disturbances. Even the 
distant country of Go uj or at was in danger: but the fort of 
Dohml, which commanded the main roads from Malwu, was 
fortunately in. British bauds: tbe powerful chiefs of the 
conittry, under the able guidance of Sir Richmond Shahe- 
apaar, the British Resident at Bnrndn, remained loyal; ami 
tho disturbances which a few budmash en and needy adven* 
turera raised, to gain purely personal ends, were easily sup¬ 
pressed, The British, however, were swept out of Alimd- 


* Irflttr fwut Gen. Tfiifffi. 

t Vmittd Indiit in M*S7 ; ifAf A"iKW4mKiVh **J YVjdttnd, pp r - Lelfon 

Irouj Gcil Travers. 




490 


THU t’F.NTRAli INDIAN AGESU*. [CHAJ 1 * XIV. 


law. 


Kffttgerfftrd 
mu! Hglk*r. 


Tia]v 1. 


Inly 2, 


Jdy i. 


Jnjy 7 k 


Ini air, and anarchy prevailed until Oft plain Keatings, the 
1*0Ikied Agent, an officer of splendid nen r i- find energy, 
gained the mastery over the disturbers of lIj-j peace. The 
Soondealis- an■ I the S l ewatiees in ihe neighb**iirhootl of J o wra 
shook themselves free Lrum control. The peasantry through¬ 
out Sin din's Malwn districts harassci the European fugitive* 
’who were obliged to pass through their countrv. Though 
most of the chiefs of Western MeJwa did their duty, not one 
of Hoik sir's districts escaped the horrors of anarchy. The 
troops of the Bhopal Contingent intrigued with their guilty 
comrades at Sehore ; ihe Bhopal chiefs, who had long chttfed 
under the control of their Begum, railed at her for not Seiz¬ 
ing the opportunity to strike a blow for the glory of Islam* 
and talked of raising a Holy War; and the ready wit and 
the marvellous tact of that shrewd and loyal princess hardly 
averred a mutiny,and put out the sparks of religious fanaticism. 

There was still hope, however, for the cause of civilisation 
in Central Indio. Hungerford, as Lis colonel had perished, 
and Durand had been forced to flee, took upon himself the 
daties and responsibilities of Agent. He made up bis mind 
Lu stand fast in the fort of Mhuw, if ho could do nothing 
elscj siud hold it as a breakwater against the lashing waves of 
rebellion* Proclaiming martial loir throughout Mhow, he 
laid in provisions* mounted guns on the baa lions of the fori, 
and made every preparation to heat off attack Nor was 
tlolkar a whit behind him in loyal zeal* On the very day of 
the mutiny at Indore he wrote to Durand* professing him- 
sslf eager to do anything he could to prove his attachment 
to the British power* and sent a deputation to communicate 
with the magistrate of Mhow. The mutineers Hocked round 
his palace, and insisted on hi a delivering up the Christiana 
to whom he Lad granted an asylum ; but be braved all their 
threats and okmoure, and declared that he would have 
nothing to do with them* Their depfuture took a load off 
his mind, and left him free to prove the sincerity of his pro¬ 
fessions by deeds* Three days afterwards he sent out it force 
to rescue li number "f Europeans, who were wandering about 
the country in peril and distress, and despatched all the 
treasure that had escaped the cupidity of the mutineers to 
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Mlmw,* Cara el-loads of letters, arming in In dare, were 1 ^ 57 - 
forwarded by him to their destinations. So efficiently* in a 
word, did he co-operate with Himgerford* chut the latter 
found himself able 10 jr^-o&tLibiisIi postal and telegraphic com- 
mi cation, Lkij-1 i rr -: lv order in Mliuw and the neighbour¬ 
ing districts. Durand, however, wne seriously displeased with 
Hunger ford fur having ventured to assumo the powers of 
Agent* when, tig he pointed out, communication with himself 
had been easy und rapid, There wns no ground for his 
displeasure. Hunger ford Lad written to Lulu ; but fur nearly a 
moil tit hu vouchsafed no reply: and his silence, as it seemed 
to imply a resolve to cut bim&ulf adrift from all connexion 
witli Ik IE uld charge, tended seriously to keep up ;i restless 
state of feeling among the people of Indoru.t 

It. is (ime now w follow the movements of Durand. M^TemcnbE 
When he arrived at Seliore, Urn Begum p 1 uirily told him that t'ur&nd. 
it was out of her power to offer him or hi a party shelter in 
her dominions. Accordingly, he p«i*b ( J .-l on to Hoshnngahud, 
with the view of meeting Wuudbnrii's column. On his 
arrival at this place, he had the satisfaction of learning that 
the safety of Mbow was assured. He next hastened on by 
forced marches towards Asseergurh, resolving to ] lurry up 
Wnodb urn's column at unce and at any cost from Aurang¬ 
abad to hi how for the preservation of the lino of the 
Nrrbudda and the rescue of Central India from anarchy* and 
intending to return, after the attainment of tlieae objects, to 
II how or Indore, inflict a just punlshincnL upon the muti* 
necnj and the murderers of the latter town, and exact from 
the states of Central India the same tokens of respect that 
they had yielded to his Government before the mutinies.. On L - 
Lis way he hoard from Brigadier Stuart, who bad succeeded 
Wuudburn* that the column was actually advancing, Tima 
the Norbudda wm out of danger. Still, us Mhow was sale. 
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nod as lit was loth to return thither m the fftJse and un- 
ilignified po^itiuii in which, as a high political oibecr with¬ 
out an artuv 10 enforce obedience to his will, ho must 13 nd 
him go If, he resolved to adhere to Lis former resolution of 
goin- to join tha column. On the 2 dm] of July the column 
encamped at tie foot of the hill on which stood the fort or 
Asseergurh* The Kuropean residents at tbuL place had for 
several weeks Ifted in continual fear leal the garrison, is 
wing of the tltil Gwalior Contingent, should mutiny, for- 
tunutelv, however, the garrison had jus l heen successfully 
disarmed, and a reinforcement had arrived* On the day u! 
Btunrtis arrival Durand joined the- column* On the 24th the 
column marched for HIioot, and arrived there cm the 1st cl 
August. Durand resolved, for various reasons, lu remain 
away from Indore for some time* He bad no notion id 
resuming his former relation? with Hoikar until the Guvernnr- 
Geueral should have acquitted the latter of complicity jd the 
mutiny of the 1st of July : his force was loo weak to under¬ 
take Lite necessary tusk uf disarming Hotkar's troops; and, 
above alij ti new and formidable enemy had arisen, whom 
lie must face as sqgq as possible, and by overcoming whom 
he knew that he could done acquire the prestige that would 
overawe the disaffected at I ndore. In the previous month a 
number of Sindian troops- Lad seized Mnndisorep a town 
situated about a hundred and twenty miles north-west of 
Indore, The remnant of the mutinous cavalry of the Gwalior 
Com ingem and various insurgent hordes bad docked to join 
thaw; and Prince Ferula Khali, a connection of die King of 
Delhi, had put hiinuclf at their Load, The whole force 
amounted in September to some seventeen or eighteen 
thousand men- Towards the end of tlmi month Durand 
received a number of intercepted letters, from which he 
learned that, at the beginning of die slry season, there was 
to be a general insurrection in Malwa, Moreover, some 
hundreds of mercenaries, enlisted by the minister of DLur, 
had plundered and burned two Jlritish stations; cud it was^ 
reported that the mother and the uncle of the boy Rajah of 
Unit state Imd instigated these outrages, and that the Durbar 
wua intriguing with the Muudisnre iu-hiirgetjls. l‘Le embers 
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'►I disaffection were smoulderings herd rind there throwing 
up jets of flame in the errantry south of tbs Nerbudda. * If 
this insurrection were not trod den out, they wnEild sorely 
burst into a blaze A 

An ideas lls he wn s to set about his in&k, Durand was 
kept waiting at Mhou for nearly three mouths by stress 
oi we nth nr These were n. real roads through the enquiry 
that hud Id be traversed ; and henry rains rendered it im¬ 
passable. But at last the dry season set in; and Durand 
was ready. His force consisted uf fourteen hundred and 
two snen t of whom []vc hundred and eighteen wens Euro¬ 
peans. it was very weak in infantry, but strong in cavalry 
mid a iti 11 ery. On the J £th of Oo tnh er tw o b o dies of Hyder¬ 
abad cavalry were detached, one to defend the town of 
Mundkiair from a threatened attack, the other to G-oojcitroe* 
Ld intercept the expected assailants on their march. Two 
days but.T another party went out to rrinii.irc-j the- < J-imjeeree 
detachment; on the 30th the bulk of the force marched for 
Dhnr; and on the 21st the siege train followed. 

After a tedious march uf two days over a broken and 
muddy country, the little army upproauhed Dhar, The 
garrison were ready. On ll hill south of the fort they had 
planted three guns; nnd P sallying forth, they descended in 
skirmishing order, to dispute the advance of their uasail.mte* 
But the advance was irresistible. The 33th Bombay Xative 
Infantry, a loyal regiment, which bad a lung career of gh ry 
before it. charged up the hill, captured the guns, and turned 
them against the rein: 1 b, wlm* niter a brief combat, were 
hurled hack into the fort, The conquerors marched down 
into a ravine girt in or all sides by heights broken by huge 
fissures, and there pitched their camp. About u mile and u 
halito their north, on a low hill rising out of the plain, stood 
the fort, a massive structure of red suud atone. Opposite its 
western lace there was F-io utifordntile lake ; Lind on the cistern 
aud northern faces cavalry and infantry pi equals were posted 
rhiiH the garrison was hemmed in nn every side. On tin? 
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morning of the 24th the siege-train arrived, On the night of 
thf 25lli the breaching buttery was thrown np on u nt'iuiid, 
willolt formed ei natural parallel not Tnoro than. three biiTidrod 
yards from she western face of tha fort. Nest drty the guns 
open oil fare, For some time the bombardment produced 
hardly any effect upon the t.liiok curtains; but at last tin- atone 
began to urumble, and then more and more rapidly after each 
discharge to fall in ruins. On tho 81et a storming parly was 
formed, and ordered to bo ready for the assault at night. 
About ten o’ctock two corporals went to examine the breach. 
They returned, and reported it practicable. The storming 
party advanced, mounted the breach, entered the fort.—and 
found not c sou! within. 

Dnrend ordered the fort to he destroyed, and lire state 
attached until the Onvornment should decide its Me. At 
five o'clock on the morning of the 8th of November, theforer 
broke up its encampment, find marched fer M undisore. 
Flames leaped up from tlio ruins of tlm fort, and cast a lurid 
light upon the departing masses, as they silently tramps I 
past the dismantled bastions. Front time to time, as they 
marched northwards, they received news of ft tab outrages 
committed by the rebels. The Mundisore host had dsfeatad 
a small British force at .Jeerurn in Eiijpootana, and were 
besieging Neemuch. The fogitives from Dhar had plun¬ 
dered severe I uf Sindiit's villages, attacked and pillaged the 
atatiou of Mubidpore, and expelled the British officers. 

Betti baiiun, however, was at hand. On the 9th, Major 
Orr, who had lately joined Durand with a reinforce mtut 
drawn from the Hyderabad Contingent, in arched with a small 
body of cavalry for Mohidpore, and, hearing ou his arrival 
that the rebels had gone on. rode after them, caught them at 
the village of Sawul, and inflicted upon them n crushing 
defeat. Meanwhile the eolousn whs toiling on over the hill ' 
and poppy fields, nnd undulating meadows of Mfijrra. (Ju tie 
19th of November it reached tlm ChurabuL With the usual 
rhouglitlessnoss of Asiatics, the tmemy bad forgotten to dj s . 
puie the passage. But the passage was difficult enough fo 
ileelt' The banks were rugged, and ran down almost sheer 
into the water; ami the deep dear river below rushed 
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eddied round huge boulders jutting out of its bed till it wag 
lost in tie blue horizon, Tba sappers bad to out a path down 
the bank. I ben the passage was begun. The horses neighed, 
the cattle lowed, the camels groaned, the elephants trumpeted, 
ns they picked their way down the path; the gnus bumped 
cmd rattled, the cavalry plunged and splashed through thr- 
water, and climbed the opposite bunk ; and the whole force 
pushed on in high spirits for Mumlisore. 

On the morning of the k 1st the British encamped in sight 
of Hun disc rc, and occupied a little village on their left with 
u strong outpost. Immediately afterwards the enemy posted 
picquets ubmit two miles off, along the banks of the river 
Sowna, a tributary of the ChnmbuS, About three o'clock in 
the afternoon the picquets marched down, and seized the 
tillage, I he British troops fell in ; their guns opener] fire; 
the rebels hesitated, evacuated the village, and, pursued by 
the Hyderabad cavalry, fled back into the town 

Early on the morning of the nest day the British crossed Kov.21 
tlii.- Sowna, us it about to attack the fort of Mtui Jisors, then 
made a dunk movement to the left, and baited itlout two 
thousand yards west of the town. The- rebel dctaobnwnt that 
had been besieging Kecrauch, had raised the siege, and was 
hurrying down to relieve thy other detachment in Miindi- 
sore. 11 urend's object in encamping where be did was to 
be able to strike right and left ttt these two bodies. Just 
before the camp was marked out, a number of the enemy’s 
horsemen appeared on the left. Sow a of the British cavalry 
rode out, cut up about twu hundred of them, rtud then 
returned* 

At cighj £> cluck next morning Durand struck ftia camp. > T ov. 2H, 
Him column crossed another branch of the rivoi-, rtml, alter a 
murcli of five miles, descried a multitude of armed men and 
waving flags in a field about a mile distant on the left. At 
last the decisive hour had coma, The British changed front 
tu the left, the rebels were very strongly posted. Their 
right rested in and beyond a village called Ootiiriu • their 
right centre was covered by a nullah and lines of flute, 
trees; and their left, extending along a ridge, bv fields of 
standing corn. On the same ridge they Imd planted five guns. 
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The British guns rattled to the from, the gunners waving 
their caps to their comnudes, and cheering, ns they galloped 
past to open Urn. Then Like infantry advanced in cchelun ; 
the rebel infantry came nn to meat them ; find the rattle of 
muRki'try refunded over the battle-field- And now, as the 
enemy's tdillaiy-Bre was gradually being silenced, same 
squadron a of dragoons and Hyderabad cavalry charged and 
captured their guns; masses of the mf&ntry broke end fled; 
ami the victorious cavalry rude in among them. Find smote 
down numbers in the held*, Bui the rest uf thy infantry, 

though grudnally forced back, refused to fiy, and* planting 

them selves in the village, prepared to hold it to the lust. The 
ritith County Downs and the 35th Bombay Native Infantry 
charged them with hsed bayonets, bat all in vain. McazT- 

while tbu deLachrntnl in the town ]ifid made an ineffbctnal 

attack upon the British rear. Night sot in, and a ring nf 
fiames girt in tin 1 doomed rebule in the village 3 hut still they 
won M not surrender. 

Next morning the artillery was brought up j a storm of 
shat and shell foil upon the village ; and the houseE were 
dashed to atoms. At mid-day some two hundred and twenty 
of the rebels cams out and surrendered. Nothing uoiv re¬ 
mained of the village but a burnt and tottering shall; hui 
behind this wretched cover a few KuliiUu*. who deserve to he 
classed with the heroes of Cawnpore, still fought on; nud h 
weis nut till four o'clock, when a final assault was delivered 
that the battle of Goraritk was won. 

The victory was decisive. The country population turned 
on thv beaten rebels* and destroyed mauy of them. Lea vine 
Keatingc in political charge nf Mistidisore, Durand marched 
hack for Indore. On the Any after his arrival he disarmed 
H olknr's regular cavalry, and wrote to Holkar himself 
insisting that the rest or the troops should be disarmed at 
once, and that all who wore implicated m the mutiny of 
tbf! J re of July and the attack on Mdudpore should fie 
punished. Accordingly, in the afternoon the infantry were 
disarmed* Durand then paid a forma! visit to Holkun Nest 
day in- lnmd-d oyer hi* charge h* Sir Hubert Hamilton, who 
on bearing of the mutiny at Meerut, had hastened to return 
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to India, nud resnmo his duties. His conduct of affairs 
bad not been Free from mistakes; but he had contributed 
more than any other man to Lbs preservation of Centra] 
India,* 
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CHAPTER XV. 

EUNDLECDNiJ A2fH THE SAOGOtt ASH SEftEUHHA 
TEKIi t TO HIES.—N AO FOEE „ ETBERAB AD, 

The enquirer must now prepare to penetrate into the heart 
of the Peninsula, stud even (o push eoutfawitrds ns far ns 
-Mysore and the mo Lint ni nfl nf Coorg, 

The germs of ilisntlVni ion, arising from the North-Western 
Provinces, were curl) wafted across the Jumna j a io Bundle* 
onnd. One district, si tan ted in the western extremity of tlmt 
country, was the theatre of events which, both from the 
romantic interest which attaches iu them and from the i m . 
portsifce of their bearing upon the general situation, must 
ever hold n prominent place in Anglo-Indian history, * 

Nat one of Lord Dalbouste’s acts bad given moiu oflenw 
to the hoHlile critics of his policy than the onnesalion of 
.ihfinsi. That country had formerly been under the yTer 
lordHhip of the Feiahwa; but, on bis downhill in JtJlT it 
passed into tbo bands of Lis conquerors, who, in return for u 
yearly tribute, agreed to recognise its existing ruler and his 
posterity as hereditary princes * In 1854. however, the Last 
male descendant of the family in whose interests the’treaty of 
1817 had been made, died ; and IHhousic, refusing to allow 
the succession of an adopted Son, declared tbm the state 
had lapsed to the British Government. Tbo widow of the 
bite flajcli strenuously protected against his notion ■ but s |,e 
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might, in time* have learned to reconcile herself to the common 
feta, is' the Gove.mrnent, with a niggardliness (hat was to coat 
our country terribly dear, had Dot called upon her to pay 1J10 
debts which her husband had left* out of (he p&ltry six 
thousand a year which was fixed as her allowance, At first 
the 11 unto eon Id not. conceal her indignation at such mean- 
ones; but, when she found that her remonstrances were 
disregarded, she resolved, with Lruo Mahmtta cunning, to 
wear n smiling face in the presence of her mastery while 
secretly waiting for an opportunity to gratify the bitter resent¬ 
ment which she harboured against them. She was indeed a 
woman whom it was dangovous to provoke. Tall of stature 
and comely in person * she bore all the outward signs of a 
powerful intellect and an tmconquerable resolution. More- 
over, while brooding over her own flptuia] grievances, she 
know how to avail herself of Lhe discontent which British rule 
3 1aid awakened in the minds of her people. The En glish had 
in salted their religion by openly slaughtering kino In their 
country; and she had petitioned in vain for Lhe prohibition 
o( the odious practice* When, therefore, she heard of what 
had happened at Meerut, she felt that her day had come at 
last,* 

She at once began to intrigue with the garrison, with 
whom the Government had foolishly neglected to associate 
any British troops. A( the same time, in order to throw 
duet in the eyes of the British officialSj she pretended, with 
an adroitness worthy of a SivajcOj that their enemies worn 
hers s and successfully asked permission to enlist troop si for 
her protection, h or Lunate ly tor her* the Commissioner, 
Captain Skene, was a man of bingular credulity. Forgetting, 
of unable lo understand the cireuma Lances in past history 
which should have made Jhanri a peculiar subject of anxiety, 
he wrote to Colvin, expressing perfect confidence that there 
was no danger to he feared either from the people or from 
the sepoy a. t Bo blind indeed was he to the most ohrious 
symptoms of coming mutiny that whan, on the 5th of June, 
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some of the sepoys openly soiled one of the two forts outside 
the town, he believed the disavowal of complicity in the 
crime and the assurances of loyalty whioL their comrades 
wore careful to mute. Naturally, after this the disaffected 
hesitated uo longer. On the afternouu of the tit I, they 
mill i tried. murdered all the officers In cantonments except one 
who escaped wounded, and then, lifter bursting open (lie 
gaol, mart-lied, with the escaped prisoners and a mol of 
townspeople, to attack the other fort within which the rest 
of the Europeans liad taken refuge. The garrison, however, 
hod no thought of yielding without a struggle, and, firing a 
volley among their assailants, forced them to retire iu con¬ 
fusion. The night was spent hy the besiegers in preparations 
fora renewed attack, by the besieged in considering what 
course they ought to pursue. They had no prospect of bring 
able to stand a siege; for guns and supplies of every hind 
were almost entirely wanting. They therefore decided to 
ask the Hiinee t.n allow them to retreat unmolested to some 
place of refuge within British territory. In the morning 
three ambassadors went out to beg for mercy from the 
injured princess Hardly had they left the fort before they 
were seized and dragged to tlm p.duce. But the Rune* would 
hove nothing to say to them. “I hove no eoueern,'’ she said, 
"with the English swine," and ordered them to he taken to 
the Rissnklar of the 14th Irregular Cavalry. Tb*v were 
instantly dragged out of the palace, and put to death,* In 
the afternoon the besiegers renewed their ottuek, but with no 
bettor success Ilian on the previous day. The garrison, how¬ 
ever, had no eanse to exult; for, milesB help should come to 
ili^ra from without, they could see nq prospect hut starvation 
nr surrender, and Home Eurasians who tried to steal out, 
hoping to obtain help, were caught tmd put to death. The 
Inst straw at which the garrison had despairingly clutched 
was thus broken, when suddenly the prospect of life mf \ 
liberty was held out to them. The Renee, not knowing to 
wh«t straits they were reduced, and fearing the eonaeqoejices 
of English valour, had determined to gain her end bv Mich „ 
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deviut* ns is most eon genial to tlits heart nf the Mohratta, 

She sent messengers tn my Thai all a lie Tainted was tine 
possession of the fort, ami tljut h if the garrison would lay 
dowti their amis, alia would send them off under a n escort to 
another station* Trusting to the solemn oaths with which 
tho messengers awure to the sincerity of their offer, the 
garrison walked nnt of the fort. it. would have been better 
il they had remained within* destroyed their women and 
children with their own hands, find then died at their posts. 

Then at least they would Lave sold their lives deorlv. 

Victory nr no surrender is the only motto for those who war 
with Asiatics, The moment, they had quitted the fort the 
rebels M upon them, dragged them off to a garden close 
by, and there murdered nearly every nmjij womanj and child 
among therm* 

Whether or not the franco was responsible for that day's Bold rr^hs- 
work.f she never eauk to the level of the monster of Cawti- t! ccl ,: ’ r l3jc 

runs £4,. 

pora. At least she showed no craven fear nf tbs race which 
bud wronged her, and which, in her passionate revenge, she 
bud yet mors cruelly wronged. Buying over ihu sepoys, 
wlm had threatened to set op a rival upon her throne, she 
made them proclaim her ruler of Jliiinsi, and then, entering 
resolutely upon the work of her unlawful government, fortified 
her city, raised an army, ^nd, strengthened by the devotion 
which the fascination of her presence and her brave heart 
hud inspired among her people, resolved to defend herself 
and her country to the last against the British power. 

It was not likely that so sign a I an example of successful Mutiny « 
rebellion should find no imitators. The first shock was felt Now *«W’ 
nt Nowgong, which was garrisoned by detachments of the 
Jhnnai regiments. When they first heard that their comrades 3 
hitd mutinied, they made the most ardent professions of devo- 
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tion to their officers. A few days Inter, however. Leuring' 
tLut the mutiny Imd culminated in massacre, they too threw 
off their allegiance. Their officers could only bow to the 
storm, and retreat; but, burdened ay they were hv many 
helpless women and children, they hud sin rill chance of being 
able to reach a place of safety, high tv-seven sepoys, who 
had held aloof from their mutinous brethren, went with them ; 
but soon they too fell away, dish ear ton ad by the dangers and 
the hardships of the journey, and Lhe seeming hopelessness 
of reaching British territory in safety. Those of the Euro¬ 
peans who did not perish on the road, made chair way at last 
to Banda, When they came to tell of all that they hud 
gone through, how the people of the country hud molested 
them, and bands of robbers attacked them, bow they had 
had to leave some of their friends, struck down by the sun 
or dying of apoplexy, to he devoured by the vultures and the 
jackals, they did not forget to speak of the touching kindness 
with which the Nabob of this place, though at his own peril, 
brad ahritered and protected them.* 

A! can while the civil population of Bundlecund were becom¬ 
ing excited. In July same the news of the mutiny at Indore, 
forthwith the people of the south-western frontier rose in 
insurrection. Still the disaffected i n the more northerly ' 
districts held their hands. They were looking towards a 
little state on the south-east; and upon the action of the 
rajah of that state depended whether or not thev would 
rebel .f 

The state in question was called Rewah. The officer to 
whom belonged the duty of watching over British internets 
at the court of die Rajah, was a lien tenant of the Madras 
army named WiUonghby Osborne. Fsw probably of these in 
England who wore looking with such intense interest in the 
newspapers and telegrams fur details 0 f the strnggJo in which 
their countrymen were engaged, ever noticed this young 
man ■ name ; but t t i* not tou much to say that he contributed 
more than almost any officer of his rank to the preservation 
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of t.in 0 empire He was a noblo type of the rough nnd ready 
soldier-statesman of the old East India Company, zealous* 
brave, clear-headed, and self-reliant. He saw that upon his 
keeping a firm grasp of lie with depended not only the conduct 
of thu wavering qbiefb of B lind I ecu nd n but, what was even 
inure important* Lho security of the line of columnideation 
between Calcutta and Central India, the Deccan* and Bom¬ 
bay i and. though bis resources seemed wretchedly in- 
ntDqtuito, he applied himsulf cheerfully and confidently to 
his tusk. 

IIis first object was, of course, to gain over the Rajah ; 
and he soon succeeded in persuading 7 lulu that jL would bo 
for his interest to support Lhe British cause. The first-fruits 
of this success appeared on the Bth of June T when the Rajah 
offered Lhe use of his troops to the British Government. 
Thu offer was accepted : and two thousand of the troops were 
sent out to keep the peace in the surrounding country* and 
prevent the insurgents of Rundlecimd from communicating 
with those of ibe country north of the Jumna. Still the 
odds against Osborne were so great that, is! though he 
managed to make bead against each successive difficulty us 
it arose, he cnijfd not rest nor feel secure for a single day. 
If was only by exerting all his powers of management that 
lie could keep the zemindars quiet. The Rajah himself was 
by no means a staunch ally* He was u weak and timid 
man ; he was constantly receiving letters threatening him 
with vengeance if ho would not join die rebels; and he was 
beset bv a number of mou Ivies who did their best to destroy 
Osborne's influence. Towards the end of August the alarm¬ 
ing news arrived that Kunwer Singh and the Dlnaporc 
mutineers wurc about to enter Rewah. The Eujah was 
dreadfully alarmed* begged Osborne to quit big territory* and 
burned away himself to a place of refuge, Etit Osborne bad 
no idea of abandoning his post. Finding that the peasantry 
were tin willing to sea tbe mutineers enter their eounirv, ho 
exhorted them to stand on the defen give* The result wag 
that Kunwer Singh turned aside and entered Dundjecnnd- 
This danger was hardly tided over when it was announced 
LhaE the 30 Lb at Nagnde ami the 32nd at Jubbulpore had 
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mutinied. The news stimulated the rebellious passion a of 
the disaffected nt Hawaii. They openly talked of muntffring 
Osborne. Ho reported their in ten dons to Government and 
wrote coolly of the contingency of bis own death. On the 
Bth of October the crisis come. Osborne beard that hh 
office was to be attacked Collecting about a hundred men 
around him, he calmly awaited the issue* Early in tha 
aitemoon some twothousand live hundred budm ashes thronged 
round the office, but, finding to their astonishment that the 
sahib was prepared to resist them* stopped short, hovered 
about for a few hours, ami finally slunk off. From that 
moment Osborne's attitude was c)uinged, He do longer 
stood on the defensive. On the 14 th of December, Colonel 
Hinde, commanding the Row ah force, marc] Led by his orders 
in the direction of Juhfratporc, cleared the road of rebels, 
captured ?ix forts, forty-two pieces of artillery, and a number 
of prisoners, and reduced all disturbers of the petioe to order/ 

It is true that, notwithstanding all Osborne's exertions, many 
of the chiefs of Bundlecund, notably the Nabob of Balulu, 
rebelled. But the great object was hi mined. The line of 
communication between Calcutta and Bombay was kept uu- 
brokem 

Tha British dig trie ta of the San gar and Nerbudda Terri- * 
tones were, owing to their geographical position, intimately 
connected with the countries that have just been reviewed.t 
For some weeks alior the outbreak at Meerut nothing worth 
mentioning occurred in these districts. But on the 1‘^th of 
June, three companies of a regiment of the Gwalior Con¬ 
tingent at Lullutporo mutinied; then Lbe Rajah of Bimpore, 
u powerful chieftain, rose in rebellion, and a Few weeks Inter 
disturtaunea became general. The dacoiis plied their trade 
with inure used boldness. Thakoors plundered defenceless 
villages. Village com muni ties preyed, upon each other. 


* Purl, Pvptrj t twL iif., (IS57} P pjp. 452, 514., JEnctMrts tv Sscrtt Let Ur* 
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Villagers refused to pay thnr revenue, plainly telling the 
cal lectors that the Govern meat could no longer enforce its 
demands. Mutinies brute out at Saugor and J lib'll til pore ; July 1, 
and at the former station the British residents were obliged lR ' 
to Late refuge within the fort, and make up their minds to 
hold out there until relief should reach them, Major 
Erskino, the Commissioner of the Territories, raid bi& subor¬ 
dinates, did indeed Cry to make a stand against the rebels 
and mutineers. A column marched from Kamptoe, in the 
neighbouring province of Nugpore, to Jubbulpore, and did 
something to restore order in the country round that station. 

Small detachments went out from the different suit! on s T and 
gained Home isolated successes But the rebels still remained 
practically masters of the situation* To show how numerous 
they were it will be enough La bat that in the Jab 111 I pure 
district alone one hundred uud seventy-nine rebel leaders 
appeared in arms. Except in one or two districts the officials 
couJd do little more than hold on to their stations, uad hope 
for the arrival of a strung army, wbiuli should enable ibetn to 
re* establish their authority over the country.* 

South of the Saugor and Xerbuddu Territories way the FWdna at 
recently annexed province oi Nagporc. Ins capital, also ^"^P 01 ^ 
called Nagporu, contained more than u hundred thou aim d 
inhabitants* Hero che Commissi oner, George BJowdeo, had 
his head-quurLers. His charge van a must important quo* res, 
it he could succeed in keeping his province intact, it would 
serve us tt breakwater to prevent the flood of insurrection 
from sweeping southwards. At the same time he had a 
difficult task to perform; for, tho nsetisaity of saving 
Northern India being paramount. no European Ltuops could 
be seal tu Ids support. Thu artillery, 1st, 2nd, utid drd 
Infantry, and 1st Cavalry of the Nagpore Subsidiary Force 
were quartered at Nflgporo itself and ather stations ; and 
one cavalry and four infantry regiments of the Madras 
army were ut the neighbouring station of Ramp tee. .Besides 

* Ench'furti tf> Sr.nrt Litter* Jron ImUi i + 4 .Icily, 18c7 P p. 3*®- 20 to 2V 
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the**, Plowden had at his disposal twr. hundred and eighty 
British artillerymen. 

Tlie crisis at Nagpore Wftft short and sharp. At eleven 
o'clock on the night of the 13th of June, Plowden heard Unit 
the 1st Cavalry were going to rise in oni- hour’s time. They 
had farmed their plana in concert with ft. party of the citizens* 
anA intended to murder all the Christian residents* Flowden 
wfts equal to the occasion. Without losing a moment, he 
sent off the ladies and children to Eunipte*. A foot roll* 
call of the cavalry was then ordered. They assembled on the 
parade-groynd without their arms; find the inlUntry and 
artillery t who were thoroughly loyal, took up their positions 
opposite them. The ringleaders were seized, and committed 
for trial* Nest morning reinforcements arrived from Zmnptec. 
A week later the fort and a hill called Bee tabu Idee, close to 
the city, were garrisoned by European gunners, and provi¬ 
sions were laid in. Plowden now prepared* in conjunction 
with Gokntl Cumberlegfl of the 4th Madras Light Cavalry, 
to disarm the guilty troopers. They wore paraded on the 
23rd. Cumber]ege was at hand with his regiment, ready to 
ox terminate them if they showed the slightest symptoms of 
insubordination. But there was no cause for anxistY, At 
the word of command the troopers laid down their arms* 
Xexl day the trials of the ringleaders began. “While they 
were proceeding, TIowden took measures for disarming the 
city population* On the sSSJih three of the prisoners wore 
sentenced* Al bulf-past seven on the iollowing morning they 
were hanged in presence of the entire garrison, and not n 
murmur was hoard. 

The crisis was over. The swift stem action of Plowden* had 
had its effect, and, After the executions of the aOth of June, 
a great uwe sank into the minds of the people of Nngpore. 
Thence forth a stillness that was not peace reigned in the city. 
Intrigue a* it is true, in favour of the deposed royal family, 
were reported from various parts of the country ; but there 
was no open sign of disaffection. Once only, in the begin- 
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niug of l85H t was the general Stillness ruffled- On the l&ffi 
of January, a few men of the garrison at Ruepore mutinied- 
There were uulv three Europe mis at the station : end Jor u 
moment Plowden feared that the district would be lust, and 
that disturbances would break out in the country round it. 


DEP 



Hut, four days after the mutiny, those three Europeans dared ' T "i. 
to hang the mutineers in the presence of the whole garrison ; 
nud the astounded malcontents subsided into tranquillity.^ 

Proceed in*' to the south-west, we lind outsalreB in the ThaNbotm*. 

" . . ... Dumml'Mi*. 

country of the Nizam. This country, pressing, us it did, 
upon Nflgporc, portions of Sind ill’s dominion^ and the presi¬ 
dencies at Bombay and Madras, was, so to apeak* Lho heort 
of India. The stake that depended upon its preservation was 
almost as great ns the slake that depended upon the recapture 
of Delhi, and the rnnonijnest of Onde. If once the mailer of 
dkaffeetiou were to find u way into it, and com* to maturity, 
it would issue forth again in poisonous- streams through Ltae 
veins flinl arteries of the entire body. Thuae who formed 
their upinions from their reoulleclions of the newspapers of 
the time might suppose that the nitibeni portion, at least, of 
the peninsula, was beyond the reach of danger. There could 
not be a greater mistake. It is Line that the 3-1 ndnm troops 
were staunch ;t but there were many disloyal spirits in the 
Southern Preai deucy, and, he lore the dose of the Mutiny, 
avert outs of disaffection were committed within its limits. 

Right Id the uenlre of the Nizam’s dominions lay his Hvifamturf. 
oupitft], Hyderabad. There vnis not in the whole of India a 
more turbulent or dangerous mass than the population of 
this city. Nothing but sheer foree could keep them down. 

Every man among them carried a weapon of some sort. Tt 
was estimated by the Resident, at thy outsat of the mutiny, 
that there were more then u hundred thousand armed 
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Mahometan fnuutics within the walls. The Nizam himself 
™ well disposed towards his British allies, but young, 
ign omut, nnd to bo led ahlfeiy. 

The Resident was Major Cnthhert Davidson. Exclusive 
oi tli.- Hyderabad Contingent, the military fores at his dis¬ 
posal consisted of one European regiment, one regiment of 
Madras cavalry, „ battalion of Madras artillery, nai seven 
regitrteuts of Madras infantry, Enough has been said to 
shew that the task before him was one of c-streme reepunsi 
bility «nd difficulty. But, ir his material resources were 
small, he knew that he could rely on Lhe moral support of a 
coadjutor of rare ability, a tuiin whose name deserves to he 
i-viM mentioned by Englishmen with gratitude and admiration, 
the minister, SalarJung. 


ft was not liU after the third week of May that the news 
of lbe Me * rut l>vlhi outbreaks reached Hyderabad. 
Sulur Jung was prompt in declaring his intentions. 
Whether he liked the English or not, he knew that their 
rule could alone see are the foundations upon which the future 
prosperity of India most be bused,—internal peace mid order. 
'I be Kiznm, for bis part, was jealous of Solar Jung, and ton 
narrow-minded to appreciate the support which the presence 
of such un upright umi enlightened statesmen lout to his 
government. Moreover, the minister had enemies, who whis¬ 
pered lying tales about him to the Kizsm, and tried to 
procure his dismissal. For tuna tdy ( however, the Nizam had 
au empathy with the movement for the restoration of thy 
Mogul empire, for it had been owing lo the decline of that 
empire that his ancestors had been able to wiu for themselves 
the position of independent sovereigns. Thns his minister 
was able lo lead him to pronounce in favour of t| JL , British. 
The populace were infuriated on hearing of his resolution' 
and their leaders were ready to take advantage of their 
temper, Moulvies put forth all their eloquence to stir up 
the passions of the Mahometan gentry to crusading fervour 
i iikuers preached, m ruder phrases, to ragged zealots The 
pojsou soon took effect. Some of the native troops fell 
under suspicion , Sni« Jung had Iris eye upon th B» aniI 
handed them over to the Resident fet trial- \ court of 
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inquiry wels held, and the prisoners wore morally enn rioted ; 
but the evidence against them broke down od a technical 
point. Still, the ministers sharpness had frightened others 
who wore disaffected; and thenceforth they became very 
cautious.^ 

The real crisis, however, had not yet begun. On Friday* 
the 12th of dune, some firs thousand worshippers were kssoih- 
bled in a great mosque called the Mecca Mngjid. Prayers 
were h&rdfy over when one of the congregation rose, and 
shouted to the MonMe to proclaim the Jehad. The kotwnl T 
who, by the mini tier's orders, was present with his men, 
was jnat going to arrest the fanatic, when he managed to 
escape through the crowd. Morning after morning, placards, 
denouncing the minister* were found posted up in the 
mosques. Undaunted by the popular hatred, lie ordered the 
placards to be tom down: posted trusty Arab guards round 
the mosques and at the gates of the oh v ; dispersed mnha 
whenever they ventured to assemble; and kept a sharp watch 
nn all suspicious characters-. Captain Webb, the polios 
magistrate, was equally iork-Eatigaffe. Unking it liis chief 
aim to prevent infection from reaching The soldiery be 
packed off all the fakeers upon wham he could ley his hands: 
maintained a strict, supervision over ihe post-office;, seized 
the busy-bodies who came to spread the mews of British 
disasters: aud had them Roundly flogged. Bat jdl his efforts 
could not prevent rumours of the mutinies and massacre a in 
North era India from spreading: ttnd the hopes of the dis¬ 
affected rose as they listened to the grim details. On the 
likh of June the authorities heard with serious alarm of the 
outbreak at Aurangabad The Wah abets were labouring 
zealously to keep up the fire oi their diacipW fanaticism ; 
in id Davidson could nor conceal from himself that there was 
danger uf the troops yielding tn the pressure of their eo- 
religionists. 

At last iho dlsfiflhflMd mark up their minds to act. At si 
quarter to four in the afternoon of the 17th of duly, Stilor 
Jung informed Davidson that an attack whs just going tn he 
made upon the Eetddency. Davidson had long prepared for 
such a contingency, and was not for a moment flurried hr the 
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suddenness of the news* In seven minutes thr- troops bud 
turned out, and were standing ait their posts. Presently the 
yells of tin angry multitude were heard, and nbout five 
hundred Rohillae, followed by a mob of citizens, were seen 
surging towards the Residency. On they name, find were jmsl 
going to hreaik dawn one of tliti gules of the Residency 
Garden, when the gtmt of the Madras Horse Artillery 
opened fire, And hurled a shower of canister into their midst. 
When the smoke deared away, not a rebel was to be seen. 
It was the deliberate opinion of the Resident that, if the 
Madras gunners, men of the same creed as the insurgents, 
haid failed to do their duty, the population of the Nizuius 
territories might have risen, and the embers of rebel Hon that 
lay scatter id between the Nerbudda and Cape Comorin have 
burst into ft blaze. 

The worst was over now. Treasonable letters indeed 
were still into roe pled ; Rohilka, Pnnj tubees, Afghans, 
outcast mutineers, and villains of every stamp kept flanking 
into the city, and told the inhabitants that the Eng’ 
lish werE everywhere disastrously beaten,* The fanatics 
waited anxiously for tiie Issue of the struggle at Delhi ami 
Lucknow, persuading them selves that the champions of their 
faith would sooner or later prevail. Even now, if a resolute 
leader had come forward, the po pal ace would have followed 
him. But the fallacies uf Hyderabad were no martyrs 
Being Asiatics, they knew when they were beaten. The roar 
of the Madras gnus waa still dinning upon their ears. 
Thenceforth they were content to vent Lheir enthusiasm in 
whispering curses again?! the infidels; they dared not strike 
a blow for the glory of Tel am- 

In the Assigned Dis diets, t as in the country under the 
Nizam's own government, emissaries from the north tried 


* ri F'.iiturrUdy Ci-r TU "wrote D#TUl*aJl (Aog, 2).^ th-j Simm's 1 hiTvvr.uwnt 
ri'niniiiP HiiBjich . . , wer&it otherwise* no furea . . -it pre^-aE h t SonlUf-ru 
ludia i’-j old ell civ t pintail in'TJj tli c tcrEMflit i.-f j ovo Lt . . th* wi?. If ia.3] i 

Mniffntmann in M\ -“ti us|id ill*: C-ureiiBtli 1 ur^ Lamed In ikis direction unU 

. . . they ur« (tlTvinly nt ita: 4£-ta L v of t hith frienU>. kar&InBj-ueoedJ ^ 
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hard to get tip it rebellion. But the Lemper of the people of 
these districts urns very different from that of the rabble 
of Hyderabad, They bad had experience of the advantages 
of British rule, and had no sympathy with mutineers or 
rebel3 r The peace of the districts continued, with two iosig- 
ui dentil exceptions, unbroken throughout the crisis.* 

Hays of hope were already piercing through the dark 
donds that overhung Central India. On the west horizon 
appeared the dashing weapons of an irresistible him, ted by 
a great oaplain } who still lives, an honoured veteran, in our 
midst; and the tramp of his legions, ond the thunder of hi* 
artillery were sending forth a message of doom to rebels and 
mutineers. 


issr. 


* MaaS-ywfi-Tujlif^ pp. OOa, 3hl-3. Iiettar tram Hydmltud !■> the Timm, 
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Boon after the re tarn of Sir Robert Hamilton from farlough* 
the Go vonior'Genera] had asked Liio eo draw up a plan for 
tbs restoration of order in Central India. Sir Robert Hamil¬ 
ton suggested tbut a Bomb a y column, starting from Mhow p 
should march bv way of dbunsi to Calpoc; and that u 
Madras column, starting From JubLnlpore, shuuld muroli 
across Bundlccund to Banda. The plan was submitted to 
the Ooininimder-m-Chief, and received hh sanction. The 
operations of tbe two columna wore not to be isolated, but to 
form part of a largo general combination, While supporting 
each other, they were not only to res Lore order in Central 
India, but iJbo to draw oft" the pressure of tbe Gwalior Con- 
tin gent and other rebels on the rear of Sir Cniirfs army,* 

The officer selected to command tbe Bombay column was 
Major-General Sir Hugh Rose. Early in bis military career, 
which 1j.-l.-1 - xtended over thirty-seven years, he bud been 
n' m ployed in sup pressing disturbances, in Ireland.+ In 1ft 40 

he had served with distinct!.n in Syria, A- Consul-General 

at Beyrouth ns Bccrottiry to the Embassy and subsequently 
as Charge if Affaires at Constantinople, he had proved him¬ 
self a clever diplomatist and a statesmen of keen tli acorn- 
incut and swift decision. There arc many who reniomher 
the splendid fiwkssnesa of rosjcmaibility with which, in the 


* Life &/ Lord Ulgdt , tv! ii. pp. UK. 1 . 1M>4 T m>r r L 
f CW-cuMcr Rmi*w t tgL. lit IH&a.—An, « Sir Hu^ti Boi* t * pp. ITS*, 173. 
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absence of Lord Stratford ile Rmlulifle, he checkmated Prince 1 * 57 . 

Hentthikoir It ordering the British fleet to sail from ifaitt - 

r.o Besika Bay. Soma too uf his old comrades could tell Low 
he fought at the Alma, at Irikcnuan. and before Sebastopol. 

Although he had never served in India, he had an instinctive 
perception of the conditions of success in Indian warfare. 

But his whole personality was strikingly unlike that of any 
of the other hemes of the mutiny. The stern resolution of 
the soldier was overlaid by die polish of the man of fashion. 

, gallantry was hs conspicuous in the drawing-room as on 
the field of battle. His enemies might have said that be 
exemplified tho Dukes saying, that dandies often make the 
best officers. In many respects, indeed, his character 
resembled that of Clavcrhoiise,—but of Olavcrbo.ise as J,e 
appears in the pages of Scott, out in those of Macaulay. 

Oo the in* -if December Sir Hugh arrived nt Indore. HI* preps™. 
Ihc ynir of which ho was about to take command was ,iunE 
i i ed into two brigades, comprising two regiments of 
European infantry, one of European cavalry, fbnr uf native 
infantry, four n f native cavalry, bodies of artillery, Bapp 0rs 

" Ud n ' 1D,T " nBj n aie e«-train. The 1st brigade, under 
Brigadier Stuart, was at Mbow; the 2nd, under Brigadier 
rikuart, at Sehore. Sir Hugh resolved not to begin his 
march until he should hear that Whitlock was moving 
Wfnle the man of the 1st brigade, who had but just returned 
rum the Malwa Campaign, rested and enjoyed themselvcB in 
the pleasant country round MW and Indore, ha hueied him- 
{ J ™“PlWg arrangements. Some critics, prtmmn- 
mg tbiu beoanae he bud never been in India before ha 
jncld fail in the task be bad undertaken, spoke of Lim as 
gnfl ; but the vigour which he displayed from i| Jfl 
moment that he took command scon turned the laugh again at 

hi ofii ^ &tlD£tS Bi “ ht [ie ^ * utuZr of 

I "1! “ lrtW ' The rt> ™ '™ United with green 

Thclv Cfirt ‘ irtd fu thtt campaign 

v meeting was a happy „ DU : but the merriment of Sl ,me 
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number would be spared to celebrate another Christmas day. 
The new year emiie; and Sir Hugh, learning that Whitlock 
wonld sol be able to take the field for some time, and knowing 
that the garrison of Saugur was in peril, resolved to begin 
his march at once.t Accordingly on the Oth of January be 
set out with Sir Robert Hamilton, wbL> was to accompany the 
force as political officer, for Hehore. The let brigade was to 
co - operate with him by marching against Cbandaree in 
Sindie's dominions On the 18 th be marched ont of 3-ehure 

with the 2nd brigade, intending to open the campaign by 
attacking Eafchgnrh, a fort situated in the Saiigor district. 
For ll week the troops tolled on across rivers, through jungle, 
and over hills. On the morning of the 24th they came in 
sight of Rntkgnrh. The eastern find sou them faces of the 
fort, which stood on the spur of a long bill overgrown with 
jungle* rose sheer above a deep and rapid river called the 
Beenas the western face overlooked the town and the road 
along which the troops were advancing. The tmetuv wore 
discerned in the town, and lining the banks of the stream* 
After a brisk skirmish. Sir XXunffi invested the town and tlio 
fort. Hy tlits evening of the 20th, the sappers had out a 
road up the hill to a point opposite the northern fmje of the 
fort, and the enemy had been expelled from the town* The 
guns were dragged up she mad* A mortar battery was 
speedily thrown up, and opened fire at eleven o'clock. At 
five o'clock next morning the breaching battery was ready. 
On the morning of the while the guns were still 

thundering at the wall, a swarm of Cfimp-followers come 
running into Lhtf rear of the force, shrieking with terror, 
'fhe cnase of their alarm was soon apparent A large force 
of rebels, with standards flying, wm seen descending the 
bank of the river, and preparing to cross. It was the artny 
of the Rajah of Banprsre coming to relieve the beleaguered 
garrison, 

Not deigning to pause for a moment in the work nf the 
siege, Sir Hugh detached a portion of his force to deal with 


* Lavra, pp. 155, 158. 
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tie intruders. Tie artillery dfished down to the honk, and 
threw shell and grape across the river into their ranks; end, 
before the cavalry and infantry could get at them, they flung 
away their muskets and flags, and fled. At ten o clock that 
night the breach seemed practicable: and it wag generally 
expected that the assault would take place in the morning. 

When, however, the besiegers awoke, they noticed that a 
strange stillness prevailed within the fort. I wo officers, 
resolving to find out for themselves whm hud happened, 
jumped down into the ditch, and scram hied np the breach. 

They found only a few old men, women, and children inside. 

Bopes were hanging from the top of the eastern wall, and 
one or two mangled bodies lay on the ground below. The 
garrison, in despair, had evidently let themselves down by 
tlia ropes in the night, and eluded the troops who ought to 
kave intercepted them- 4 

Tbti sappers amd miners proceeded to demolialr fort, JnfyM 
While thev were doing so, Sir Hugh heard that the rebels Lad 
rallied near a village nailed Burnell a, situated about fifteen 
caiiea off, uoi far from the river. He promptly ordered out n 
portion of Lhu force, Lind, after n laborious march of twelve 
miles through den&e jungle, caught eight of the rebels posted 
on the opposite hank of the river. Fighting Ms wny tie rasa, 
hu pressed on through the jungle to Biirudln* soattereii tlia 
rebels, mid returned at night to Katbgurb.t The blow which 
lie had struck ao cowed the rebuJa round S auger that they 
made no attempt to oppose hia advance, On the morning of 
the 3rd of February he came in sight of the fort, rising above 
a bill in the heart uf the town. The villagers, who hud bcun 
mercilessly robbed by the rebels, assembled in thousands to 
welcome him. As the troops approached the town, the Euro- Emrj Ism* 
pc ana of the garrison, riding on elephants or horses, or S * 1WW,fc 
driving in buggies, came to meet thorn; and crowds of 
natives in dresses of many colours* lined each side of 
the rood. Thus escorted, tmd saluted by the gnus of the 


* C-nfcirfiG Jnly-Ticf- ItfftLt, 225^3; Lowe, pp, If!U p li>$ r 
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fort, the column marched through the streets, find encamped 
on the farther side of the tawm* 

Tlit: district, however, wo* &ti1l menaced by a large farce of 
rebels and mutineer who hud taken possession of a fori 
called Gurr-flkottftp about twenty-live miles east of S align r. 
Oe the Sir Hugh mangled to reduce this Stronghold- 
On the ITth he returned. Has force had been too small to 
invest the whole circuit of the fort: and the garrison had 
escaped through ati tin guarded gate. 

Sir Hugh wne eager to push on as early as possible for 
Jhansif and avenge the maasaorn of the preceding year; but 
two circumstance? compelled him to IlkJl for a lime. He 
was in need of supplies, and the country round Saugar had 
been so completely devastated that they could not he procured 
at once. Moreover, lie felt that it would be rash io leave 
Bangor until he should hear that "Whitlock was on his way 
to occupy it. The supplies were collected as speedily as 
possible : the Sftugor arsenul was ransacked for fresh guns 
and ammunition.; and the troops were provided with loose 
stone-coloured cotton trousers, blouses* and puggereea* as a 
precaution against the fierce heat which they would mon 
have to endare.f 

Thu enforced delay went Far to ncuudise the good cherts 
of the capture of Gurrakotta, The rebels were emboldened 
to occupy the strangest positions in the mountain range tha| 
separates the district of Saugor from Sbahgurh.l Qu the 
97 lb, soon after midnight, the column resumed ire march, 
Immediately afterwards* rockets were seen, shooting up from 
the town. The haJUud rebels evidently in tended to warn 
their friends in the mountains to be on r.Uo tderL^ Next day 
Sir Hugh captured a Fort called Barodhn in which he left a 
garrison to keep up his communicatians with Bangor. He 
was informed that the Jlnjah of Ban pore, believing that the 
British must advance thiough the pass of Nnm p near 
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tSionbad occupied it with eight of ton thousand tnon, 
aod barricaded it with boulders of rock* But tbere wsia 
another puss, called the pass of Mudanpore, which, though 
likewise occupied by rebels, offered an. easier entrance into 
SLnhgurb* Sir Hugh determined to foil the ilnjnb by making 
his real attack on this pass, while sending a detachment to 
make a feint against the other* On the 3rd of March ha 
reached the foot of the bilb. At five o'clock next morning Umr.L 
he broke up hia eacanspnientj and, after a flank march of 
five or six nhlcs under the hills, plunged into a deep wooded 
glen, which led towards the pass. Immediately afterwards u 
succession of sharp reports resounded from the heigh La on 
either side : the roar of Artillery reverberated from the distant 
gorge i and the glen was overclouded with smoke* The 
British arLUlory pushed forward to reply, while two regiments 
of infantry swarmed up the steep rocks on the left. Still 
the rebels held their ground. Bullets fell so fast and so 
thick among the British gunners that they were actually 
obliged to withdraw the guns some way. Sir Hugh himself 
had his horse shot under him. At last more guns were 
brought up* and shelled the rebels who were massed in the 
jungle on the left of the puss ; the infantry charged ; and 
die enemy fled, pursued by the cavalry, over the hills and 
through the gorge* 1 * The rebels in Shnbgurh wore so 
terrified by this disaster that they precipitately abandoned a 
number of strong forts, and made no attempt to defend tbs 
river Betwa p which lay between the British force and Jhacsi. 
Accordingly on the 17 tb of March the coin mu crossed that 
overt Next day it was aumonoced, in the camp that Brigadier 3 Jai\ UL 
Stuart had captured Ch and area. 

On the morning of ike ^Gth Sir Hugh halted within sirGolinY 
fourteen miles of Jhanisi, and sent on a small force to recon- 
nultra. Suddenly a despatch from the Commander-in-Chief 
was put into hia bands* lie found that it contained an order 
to march at once to the aid of a loyal chief, the Rajah of 
Chirk aree, who was besieged in his fort by the Gwalior Con- 
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ism tangent under Tan da Topee. Ho eaw that die Commander- 
in-Chief had made a great mistake. If lie were to retire from 
Ilian si, the Rune? and lier peoplo would feel thut they hud 
won a mood victory ► Moreover if Sir Robert Hamilton's 
e-piEs were Lo be trusted* it would be impossible to relievy 
Ghirkuree in time. On tbe other hand, a bold attack on 
Jli an si would probably lead Tan tin to abandon the siege of 
Cbirkaree* anil hasten to the relief of the Eaueo. Yet, what 
could Sir Hugh do but obey the order of his military 
superior? Fortunately Sir Robert Hamilton had Lhe wisdom 
and the courage to help him out of his difficulty* He was 
not u soldier, but a political officer*, uud, at such* inigbL 
vEnture to use his own discretion* Though ho had received 
from the Governor-General an order similar to that sent by 
the Commandor-iu-Chief, he took upon himself the neaponai- 
biJity of directing Sir Hugh to go on with his operations 
agflinat Jhansu* 

TV Rimw Meanwhile the Ranee had been distracted by the conflicting 

adijMTs eshomtioTLS of her counsel inr&. The sepoy a who had rallied 
round her pressed her to tight* On the other hand* some of 
her civil officers advised her to make terms. On the 14th 
she bald a council of war. Sume of those present insisted 
lIuil it would he madness to attempt to resist the invirnriuje 
English, Others declared that it would he mean to surrender 
without a struggle lhe kingdom which had been regained with 
so much toil. Their counsels prevailed ;f 

Jiinnsi At seven o'clock on the morning of the 31st, die column 

arrived he lore Jfiausi, and piled tbeir arms on the right of 
the road. Sir Hugh ut once rode oSl with his staff to recon¬ 
noitre. He fare him stretched the charred ruins of the canton¬ 
ments. Further to the north, on a high rock rising above 
the city, towered the huge granite walls of the fort, above 
which, on a white turret gleaming under the morning sun. 
Boated the standard of the Ranee* Just outside the city, the 
landscape was diversified by picturesque lakes, gardens, 
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temples, unit woods : to the nonh mid east fttretohed & R 1 3 5 *r 

belt of bills through which run tha road to C&lpee; and all 
around, os far ns the eye could reach, extended a desolate 
ptmn, only relieved hero cmd there by hare granite crags. 

Sir Hugh rode about all day, scanning the features of Lhe 
stronghold. Tbs walla of the fort were of a thickness varying 
from sixteen to twenty feet, and were strengthened by a 
number of high towers on all of which guns were mounted , 
and by outworks, Fart of the southern, the northern, uud 
the eastern face were protected by lLc city, which was in its 
turn surrounded by a granite wall, about twenty-five feet high, 
loop-holed, and strengthened ut intervals by bastions mounting 
gun 5 ; the western face was rendered impregnable by the 
steepness of the rock; while the city wall, running m a 
south-easterly direction train the centre of the southern face, 
terminated in a high mound fortified by ft circular bastion, 

- Sir Hugh saw that it would he impossible tu broach the fart 
on shy side except the south, nud that, in order to do so, 
it would he necessary to capture the mound,* 

In the night the cavalry of the 1st brigade arrived from The 
Cbandaree, = Sir Hugh, mindful of whin had occurred at 
riaihgurh nod Gnrrakottu, was determined that the garrison 
should not escape his clutches. Next day, therefore, not- li 1K h 2 ± 
withstanding the s m allness of his force, ho invested the city 
and fort with his cavalry. The garrison, who numbered some 
ten thousand Bnndulas and VelaitecB and fifteen hundred 
sepovs, must have been astounded at his tiering. By the 
evening ol the 24th, four batteries had been thrown up on a 
temple and a rocky knoll, about three hundred yards from the 
eastern wall of the town. Next morning they opened fire. Man* S3. 
^ hours later some hay-stacks in the southern guurter oi 
the city were struck by shells, and burst info ei blaze, the 
flames spread, and soon all the nrighbouiing bouses were on 
fire. Id the course of the day the remainder of Llie 1st bri¬ 
gade arrived with the siege-train. Next morning fresh Mirth M 
batteries were thrown up on another rocky knoll on the left, 
about four hundred yards from the fort. 
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Tile real struggle now began. The besiegers, obliged to 
be always rend)' to obey any summons, never took off their 
clothes. The burden of their Loll was aggregated by intoler¬ 
able beak Every day, from sunrise to sunset, they were 
exposed to a fierce glare which radiated from ihe sun-beaten 
crags, and hnlf-arifled by blasts of hot wind sweeping over 
the plain. But, by taking frequent draughts of water, nod 
keeping wet towels bound round their heads, they were able 
to mitigate the effects of the sun; and, above ail s they were 
• sustained by excitement and by the terrible stimulant of Inst 
for revenge, Moreover* they knew that their General was 
this ling their hardships, and continually saw him, and beard 
bis cheery voice. Thus encouraged, the infantry kept up a 
galling lire against the rebels who lined the walls, while the 
gunners hurled shot and shell without ceasing into the city, 
and against the fort. But the garrison, conscious that they 
were all implicated in the inexpiable crime of the preceding 
dune, and knowing that the fall of their stronghold would 
involve the ruin of the rebel cause in that part of India, were 
os resolute to hold the fortress as their opponents were to 
wrest it from their grasp. Their guns never ceased firing 
except at night. Even women were scan working in the 
batteries, and distributing ammunition. Yet, in spite of all 
that they could do* they gradually lost ground. On the ^Uth 
the parapets of the mound bastion were battered down, and 
its guns silenced* Next day a breach appeared in the city 
wall, j l was promptly stockaded; but present!v the beriogers 
opened a fire of red-hot shot which destroyed much of thn 
stockade. Nest evening, while the bombardment was still 
going on, the attention of the besiegers and the besieged was 
suddenly diverted from the struggle. Flags were seen dying 
from a telegraph post which Sir Hugh had caused to bo 
erected on the hills east of the city. The signal indicated 
that Taut in Topee was marching to relieve Jliansi. Sir Hugh 
-was in a battery on the right when his aide-de-camp hurried 
up with the news. He rode off calmly to make his 
dispositions, 

li would bo difficult to exaggerate the magnitude of the 
peril which now confronted him. Eleven thousand deep grate 
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rebels and mutineers, holding one of the strongest fortresses ^ L 

in India, and inspired by a woman of genius and masculine 
resolution, defied him to dislodge them. Twenty -two thou- 
sand rebels find mutineers* led by a general who had defeated 
(ho hero of tbs Redan* threatened tu dislodge him, But his 
judgment was unclouded* and his nerve unshaken. Knowing 
that it would be fatal to red so the siege even for a day* he 
pressed on die work of bombardment ns vigorously as ever, 
and* without withdrawing ft single picquet from its place, 
collected from the two brigades all the men whom he could 
spare, and prepared to attack Tantia on the morrow* 

The bulk of Tunbii's force was on the right Hank of the Bruria of 
British, between the belt of lulls and the Betwa. The re* 
mainder bud been detached for tile purpose of relieving ihfl 
citv on the north. Soon after sunset the men of the 1st 
brigade struck their camp* and marched out along the Cadpee 
road : opposite the right flaok of the enemy they halted 
unobserved, and lay down to rest in their clothes* Menu- 
while the 2nd brigade remained under anus in their camp. 
Presently masses uf the enemy swarmed down, nnd took up ft 
position opposite them. During the night their sentries kept 
mud ling those of the British* nnd telling them that they 
would all bo sent to hell on the morrow* while the garrison 
exultantly shouted* fired salutes* bugled* and heat tom-toms. 

About half-post seven the British picquets began to tall back* April t 
The enemy were advancing. Seeing this, the rebels in the 
fort and city mounted the walls and bastions* and, with loud 
yells, poured down volleys of musketry on the besiegers* But 
the besiegers* undismayed, went on with thek work. By tins 
lime the battle had begun* After I ring ft few volleys* the 
British infantry wore ordered io lid down- The artillery eon* 
tin lied Griog ; but* in spite of all they could do, the itrst 
line of the rebels steadily advanced* Kir Hugh saw that, if 
they were not checked, they would outflank his little force, 
and swoop down upon the besiegers, Aa quick as thought, 
he sent the horse-artillery and a squadron of dragoons 
against their right flank, and, at the head of another 
squadron* himself charged the left. The flanks gave way ; 
the centre* bewildered and terrified at what they saw, halted 
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and huddled together; the British infantry j^iped to their 
fee i t fired one vnl toy, and charged them ; and die tv ho1 0 0 f 
the first line fled. 

When the smoke cleared away, it was se-en that they had 
fallen hack on tile second. Suddenly the force which Tan tin 
fml detached on the previous night ciime rushing on to his 
fight flank, pursued by the 1st brigade. He saw that lie 
must rt* treat at once. Setting fire to t lie jungle in his front, 
to hinder the pursEiera, he crossed the Bctwa, skilfully cover¬ 
ing his passage by au artillery-fire; but the British cavalry 
anti horse-aniilcry rushed over the blazing jungle, splashed 
through the water, and galloped iu pursuit. At sunset thev 
rejoined tin ir comrades, bringing with them twenty-eight 
captured guns. 

Sir IIugh now resolved to follow up Iris victory m soon 
possible, Next day he was informed that the breach wasjust 
practicable. He determined, therefore, to deliver the assault 
curly on the billowing morning. The assaulting force was 
divided into two parts, called the right attack and the left 
attack, each of which was subdivided into two columns and a 
reserve. The signal for the assault was to be given by the 
guns of a small detachment which was to make a feint 
against the western walk Then the right attack was to 
escalade the wall, while tile left column of the left attack was 
to storm the breach, and the right to escalade a tower known 
as the 11 Rocket Tower, 11 and the curtain on its right. 

At three 0 clock in the morning the columns marched silently 
down to their respective positions. The id non wiib very 
bright, and the men of the right attack, fearful of being dis¬ 
covered, waited for some lima in agonising suspense for the 
signal. At length the order to advance was whispered ; the 
sappers hois Led the ladders on their shoulders, and moved 
on ; and the troops followed with their swards and bayonets 
glistening in the pale light,. As they turned inlo the road 
leading towards the wall, the bloat of bogles was heard; the 
wuiJ and the towers wore lighted up by a sheet of fire; and 
round shot, bullets, and rockets flew down upon them. 
Notwithstanding, they pushed on ; the eappera planted Lheir 
ladders; but now the bullets flew more thickly, and, while 
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crd non roared, and rockets biased nod burst. and tom’toms 
clashed, stink-pota, fltonc.% blocks of wand* and trees crashed 
down from ihe wall, und the col am ns, momentarily wavering, 
sought a belter from the pelting storm, Still the- sappers 
stood fast under the wall, holding on to the ladders. 
Presently the storm ers regained their courage, and began to 
climb ; hat three of the ladders snapped nnder ihc weight, 
and tmuibem of men were thrown to the ground. The cheek,, 
however, was but momentary ; the engineer officers led the 
men forward again t and now Lieutenant Dick ran up one oi 
the ladders. nnd h springing on to the wall, called to the men 
to follow, while Lieutenant Moiklcjohn leaped down into tba 
midst of the rebels The men clambered up front behind 
and gained the rampart ; bat Dick and Meiklejnhn were 
slain- 

The battle was *rj]l raging on the rampart when a shout 
of triumph was beard, and the men of the left attack,, having 
fought their way through tbu breach, or over the curtain, 
threw themselves upon the flank and rear of th e rebels who 
were grappling with the right attack- Paralysed by this 
unexpected movement* tbe rebels fell back, and the left attack 
joined the right. 

Then began a gritn struggle lot tbe possession of the 
street lending to the palace,. House after bouse ’was despe¬ 
rately defended, nod resolutely stormed. Many rebels whose 
retreat was cut off jumped down into wells; but the infuriated 
soldiers dragged them out, and slew them. The street was 
choked with corpses* and the bouses ou either side were uU 
ablaze. At length tbe soldiers reached the further end of 
the street, and, making a rush to escape tbe cannonade which 
was still kept up from the fort, streamed through the palace 
gateway, and fought their way from room to room, uadi the 
whole building was in their Lauds. But eome forty sowars 
still held a room attached to the stables. The room was set 
on fire. Then the sowars rushed out* Lbeir clothes all 
aflame, and hacked 'wildly with their tulwars at their 
assailants i but every man gf them was put to the sword. 

By this Lirue many of the surviving rebels had lost heart, 
and begun to retreat. Some who attempted lo make a stand 
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in the suburbs wer-:- speedily put to flight. On the night of 
flie “ii.br the Bailee stole out of the fori with a few at ten Jan is, 
and rode for Colpee. Her departure was the signal for a 
general retreat. A lew desperate men, indeed, still field nut 
In their homes; but on the 6th the last group was slain, 
nud the blood-stained city w«9 again in British hands.* 

By this time, however, the extraordinary hardships of the 
campaign wore beginning to make themselves felt. The sick 
list was becoming lunger every day. But rest was not to be 
thought of until Gripes should bo taken. For nearly three 
weeks Sir Hugh remained at .Ihunsi, collecting supplies 
and ammunition. Major Orr was sent uuL to prevent uny 
rebels from doubling back to the B until, and crossing the 
Betwa; and Major Gall was ordered to proceed up the 
Galpcc road and procure inloraiaiiou of their movements, 
A brigade under Brigadier Smith was coming from Raj. 
puotiuia to secure Jlnns! from ths possible Attacks of the 
rebels in that country. Sir LI ugh was thus relieved from 
anxiuLy fur the stability nf hie conquest. On the 2 nth be 
began hie march up the Calpeo road, leaving a small garrison 
in Jluinsi. On the 1st of May he overtook Gatl at Poontch, 
and learned from him that Tantia Topee, reinforced by various 
disaffected rajahs and five hundred Veliiitees under the It„aee. 
hail left Colpee, whither he had retreated after his defeat at 
the Retwa, and marched duwn the road to a town called 
Koondj, The fact was that Tautirt knew very well how Ids 
enemies were suffering from the heat, and hoped to bo able 
to wear them out before they could reach Calpee. Sir Hugh 
on hie part, while aware that his troops could not hold out 
much longer, was determined that they should not break 
down within sight of the goal. Hv Lad learned by experience 
that the surest way of shattering the confidence of the rebels 
was to turn their position, and ho had ascertained that the 
north'Western aide uf Kooneh was unfortified. He therefore 
resolved to make n flank march to a position facing that side 
Before daybreak tm the Oth he began hia march. The mail 
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W'ffirc? very weary from continued, wniit oi sit 1 fp i and, as tbs 
sun rose bigliof, they buonne uioro nnJ more nervous (inil 
excitable, end kept crying hysterically fur water. At length, 
after n march of fourteen miles, they halted- Kocneh, half fettle .1 
hidden by a ball: of woode, gardens* and temples, lay tm 
miles off on their right. Orr* who had inflicted a defeat upon 
the Rajah of Eanpore, hut had failed to out off 1 his retreat, 
was dready on the ground. The 1st brigade was posted an 
the left, the 2nd brigade hi the centre, and Orrs force on the 
■right. While the men of the 1*1 brigade rested and ate 
their breakfasts, an artery-fire was opened upon the rebels 
who worn posted among the trees. After sonic time, the hulk 
of them retreated Into the town: hut soma still stood their 
ground outside. Sir Hugh therefore advanced wkli the 1st 
brigade, swept this remnant out of the gardens and temples* 
drove them into the town, sad, chasing them through tbs 
streets,, captured tho fort. Thence he hastened to support 
the 2nd brigade* which was striving in vain to dislodge some 
rebel infantry who hud posted thetnaelveaIn cultivated ground 
on Its right. Now, however, feeling their (lank menaced by 
the 1st brigade, they broke and fled, Tnqtias line of defence 
was now cut In two* and his right turned. Meanwhile Orr 
land moved round the east of the town, with the object of 
cutting off the rebels* retreat, Before be cun Id intercept 
them, however, they succeeded in gaining the plain stretching 
cowards Cal pee. The 1st brigade hurried in pursuit through 
the narrow winding streets of the town. Entering rim plain, 
they descried the rebels steadily retreating In a lung irregular 
line, supported at Intervals by groups of skirmishers, who 
served it as bastions. The infantry were so exbnqated that 
it would have been cruel to send them in pursuit, Doolie 
after doolie, laden with officers nod men, somo dead from 
sunstroke, others deliriously laughing and sobbing, kept 
coining into the field-hospital, Sir Hugh, therefore, con¬ 
tented himself with sending tile cavalry find horse-artillery to 
deal with the fugitives. The cavalry charged down upon the 
skirmishers on the ri^ht and left, while tho artillery showered 
grape into the centre. But the rebels kept their presence of 
mind- Tho bastion-tike gruups held together, and enabled 
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iht line to move on unbroken. Some of Llie ^kirinSaliorSp 
when hard pressed ty the cavalry, threw uwny their muskets 
aod struck out desperately with their swords. A number of 
those on the right were m bold ^ts to fall back with the 
object of eniilading the pursuers; but the 14th Light Dragoon a 
charged them, and cut them off from their comrades. At 
last nil the groups wore driven un to the lino. Then all lost 
their nerve, poured into the Calpcc road* and ran tor their 
lives, Snmr were seized wish heat-apoplexy, and fell dead. 
Others, even when the cavalry we re upon them, stopped at 
the wells to cool their baked lips with el draught nf water. 
But the horses of the pursuera were now so Ured that they 
could barely walk. The pursuit, therefore, was soon aban¬ 
doned t and the lung stream of fogitives poured away towards 
their last asylum.* 

By this time Whitlock should have been ready to take his 
share in the operations against Cal pee. But, owing partly to 
Adverse cirenmshmeesi, partly to his own inactivity, he was too 
JatEL On the 17th nf 1*-ebruafy he started from Jubbutpore, 
and, taking a cured tons route through Eewab.t’nr the purpose 
of overawing its rebet lion & zemindars, arrived on the 4Lh of 
March at D urn oh, n town in the Saugor and Ntubndda Terri* 
toriea. Nest day lie entered Saugor with a part uf Lis force. 
A week later he returned It* D mooli, On the 17th he received 
orders from the Governor-General to go to the assistance of 
the loyal rajahs ul Dundlcctibd, and open communications 
with Sir Hugh Hose* Setting out on the 23ud r be moved 
slowly in the direction of Banda. On the morning of the 
ll^th of April he arrived before that town, and found that hie 
entrance was to be disputed. The enemy, commanded by the 
Nabob of Banda, were nine thousand strong ; their front was 
pro tented by numerous ravines and nullahs; end their guns 
commanded the read by which Whitlock was advancing. The 
main body of the British was still soma way behind, when the 
n f ? nw guard, under Colaud A p thorp, under the fire 
oi tlie enemy's guns. Apthurp at once endeavored to tan 
their left. Every imUnli was atnllomly defended. At lust 
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the main body arrived. Evyn then bower? er v the resistance 
was main mined ; runny haail-to-hand combats took pliwe t 
and it was nut till the battle bad lusted fllx or seven hours 
that the N?Lbob nod bis foil Divers fled.* 

Whitlock tank up his quarters at Banda, intending to wait 
there until the arrival of reioioruenictiLB should enable bim 
to march for Calfiee. But tho rdnforcemeuts did not make 
their appearance until the 27 th of May. 

Meanwhile Sir Hugh prepared to finish the campaign un¬ 
aided. Indeed, it u s Larding change of Fortune had not 
occurred, he might have done so without n contest. After the 
battle of Ivqonch, Tan tin tied to bis home, His beaten troops, 
as they trudged back 10 Cnlpee, quarrelled among themselves. 
The infantry Accused the cavalry of having puss It ammo a sly 
deserted them at the critical moment. All ranks joined in 
abusing Tan tin for having run away before the close of the 
battle. So demoralised were they that, hearing on the day 
after their return to Oalpeo that Sir Hugh was approaching^ 
they dispersed over tbe surrounding country. Soon nftery 
wards?, however, the Nabob of Banda with Ids own Followers 
and a large force of mutinous cavalry, arrived in (hiipeA, 
Thereupon tbe fugitives plucked up courage to return. A 
nephew of the Nunn, named Eun Sahib, was at Cnlpeu, and bis 
presence shed a reflected lustre on their cause. Tbe Nabob 
and the Ranee impressed them by the energy with which they 
prepared for defence, and adjured them to hold their utilv 
remaining stronghold to tbe lust. They reflected that, so 
long as it remained intact, the pivot of Central India 
belonged to them ; and their spirits bounded from despair 
to the highest pitch of confidence, Nor was their confidence 
without foundation. The villagers oi the neighbourhood, 
stimulated by the exhortations of Mahrattfl pundits who were 
preaching a crusade on behalf of the Nana, were all on their 
side. Moreover, if the British bad been invariably succcss- 
lul hitherto, C id pee appeared btrong enough to defy eveo 
their prowess. Tbe fort stuud un a steep nod lofty rock 
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springing from the southern bank of the Jumna, and was 
protected in front hy no less than fire tinea of defence—a 
chain uf ravines, the town, ft second chain of ravines, eighty’ 
four temples of solid masonry, and. on the outride, & line n f 
entrenchments. Thu eastern and western faces were nlao sur¬ 
rounded l>y ravines Moreover, the rebels tad taken care to 
fortify the Cnlpee road, along which they expected that the 
British would advance. 

But xSir Hugh had no intention of fulfilling their expecta¬ 
tions, Thu Oormnander in-Chief Lad detached a force under 
Colonel Mas woil to co-operate with him ; and lie learned that 
this force was posted on The northern hank of the Jumna, 
Opposite a village called Golowlse-, about, six miles east uf 
Ch] pee. He uctordingly struck off the rtaid to the right, and 
mrahtid for Gofowlee* which he reached on the loth, Bv 
this numtEUTix he hhd at nnee turned die fortifications on the 
roar! and the five lines of defence* and virtually ■dtecEed n 
junction with the Cnmmaoder-in-Chiefn army. 

The Troops were now fearfully exhausted. Sir Hugh 
himself had had five sunstrokes; and even the powerful 
remedies which Lc took could hardly hnvo enabled him, to 
fliistain the pressure of ineeEsnnt toil and anxious thought, 
if he had not resolved that, foe his constitution suiter 
as it might, he would never rmt until ha hid conquered 
Calpee. The r-bd leaders, knowing haw their opponents 
wen suffering, team-* I a g-meral onio stating that, '"as the 
Europaau infidel?, cither diet] nr Lad to go into hospital from 
fighting in the sun, they were never to be attacked before ten 


o'clock in tile day, in order that they might feel its force;" On 
Che IGth and four following days they oontinually harassed 
Sir Hugh by desultory attacks. Sir Hugh, resolved not Co 
play into tMr hands, eontoued bimsr:]f with simply repelling 
the&a attack,, while steadily maturing hfo own plans for striking 
11 deefoi™ blow, Notwid, ending nil his m however, the 
cendmun of the troops became daily worse. Half of them 
were *ick; d m mor« or less ailing, More than two 
hundred in&n o n single native regiment, numbering less than 
four hundred, bad fallen out of the ranks on tfa,. mb. The 
superintending surgeon reported that, if the operations were 
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protracted much longer, the whole force would be prostrated. 1658. 
Yot the men would not increase the anxieties of their General 
ty a single complaint. Meanwhile Maxwell wna busily 
erecting batteries on the northern bank of the river. Sir 
Hugh s plan was that these batteries should shell the city 
and Jort, while he himself cleared the eastern ravines, and 
attacked the left face of the fort. His army, which had been 
strengthened by a reinforcement from Maxwells detachment, 
wu6 between rite river ond the Calpee road, the right flunk 
being encamped perpendicularly to the river, and facing 
the ravines. On the Jilac be heard that the rebels were 
going to attack him in earnest next morning, and had 
sworn on the sacred waters ol the Jumna to destroy his force, 
or die. 


At ten o'clock in the morning a largo force was aeon march¬ 
ing across the plain, as though to turn the British left. 
Presently their go ns opened fire on the centre. A brisk 
artillery duel was kept up for acme lime. Meanwhile all was 
so still in the ravines that Sir Hugh felt sure that the ntLack 
on Lis left and centre was only ■ feint, that his right was to 
be the real object of attack, and that the enomv were trying 
to delude him into weakening it. He resolved to catch diem 
in their own trap. Accordingly, he sent a company of Infan¬ 
try into the ravines, to try whether any rebels were concealed 
there. Suddenly the roar of artillery and tho rattle D f 
musketry were heard on the right; and the ravines were cn- 
ve oped in fire and smoke. The enemy, roused from their 
bur, were pressing forward to attack the British right; and 
now, overflowing the ravines, they advanced swiftly, with 
eaturoa distorted by opium and fury, and uttering veils of 
triumph. Brigadier Stuart saw that his guns were in danger 
Springing from his home, he took his stand by them, and 
)Hde die gunners draw their swords, and defend’ them with 
their lives, S, r H ugh heard tho British fire becoming fainter 
nod fainter, and that of the eikuiy louder and louder. 

nownjg that the key ol his position was imperilled ha 
placed himself at the head of Maxwell’s Came] Corps 'and 
« Ml t p«] ,» rrfofc™ Stunrt. Tbe.o , tl „ 
efo ” ta .’"““-.Sllwnird. of Uto goo, Urdsriog Ui, 

34 


Mar - 2 ± 
kiltie of 
GuIowJa?. 





530 


SLH HUQS BOSE* 


[tiHAP, XVI* 


iS5s. men to dismount, he charged at their head- The enemy 
wavered, turned, and fled headlong into the ravinea. 

Meanwhile the British centre and left had resolutely held 
their ground. Their constancy was tried no longer. The 
left centre pursued the fugitives through the ravines till 
they fell from exhaustion. The left attacked the rebel 
rightj which soon gave way, disheartened by the failure 
of their comrades : and infantry r cavalry* and artillery 
rushed confusedly over the plain, and disappeared in the 
ravines. 

It was now near sunset, and the General knew that in a 
t 23 , few hours Calpae would he his- Bay had not dawned when 
the camp was struck : hut through the darkness could be seen 
the flushes from Maxwell's batteries ; and shell* were Hying 
across the river into the city. The 1st brigade entered the 
ravinea, and made their way through them tike heaters; but 
the game had fled. Near the city, they were joined by the 
2nd brigade, which had followed the Galpee road* While 
Major Gal], with the cavalry and horse-artillery, wont in 
pursuit of the rebels, the two brigades entered CrtSpoe. Pig* 
cud pariah dogs were fighting over the corpses that lay scat¬ 
tered over the streets; but hardly & human being was to be 
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seen,* 

Sir Hugh had fulfilled his instruction*. The next few days 
were spent m preparation* for breaking up the army. On 
the 1st of June Sir Hugh issued his farewell order to the 
troops. He waa looking forward to starting, within a few 
day a, for Poona, to recruit hie shattered health, t But his 
plan* were ruddy disturbed. On tho 4th of June he heard 
of an event, the news of which caused throughout India a 
sensation hardly less than that caused by the news of tho 
first mutinies,! Before going on to see how he rose to 
the occasion f it will be necessary to trace the influence which 
his campaign bad exercised upon the course of events in 
Northern India, 
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Some weeks before Rose gained the victory near Calpee, the lE^a, 

effect of bis w&fmm bud begun to be felt in the cotm- ^ 

try north of the Jumna. The Gwalior Contingent and the R** r -‘* 
icbRla in ftundleeEmd T who bad so long been tbreatuning the Ci>sm tf>- -mt-lIi 
rear of the Coed mandcrdn-Cbiefs army, were threatened in 
their tom by the Bombay column.* When* therefore, after 
the recapture of Lucknow, the Commander-in-Chief began 
to consider wbat operation he ought to undertake next* 

he wfia free from one great source of anxiety. The first Cunditfon -if 

subject that engaged bis attention was the condition of the 
province of Glide* The fall of Lucknow had raised British 
prestige, but had hud no effect at nil in tvanquilthing ihe sur¬ 
rounding country. Ob the contrary^ it had let loose a swarm 
of sepoys, feudal retainers, convicts, and budmashes of every 
sort, to strengthen tbe hands of the talookdurs who were 
determined to withstand tbe alien infidels to the bitter end* 

The weakness of these rebels was their want of cohesion. 

Their aims were mainly personal. There was no man among 
them of sufficient power, there was not sufficient dignity in 
their cause to bind their ranks together into a serried mass* 

On the other hand i their numbers were great; their spirit 
was respectable; they were well armed i and every tulookdar 
among them hud his fort, aurro untied by dense jungles which 
he or bis ancestors bad * 11 n and preserved as a 
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special mean a of defence,* Their chief leaders weir the 
Bogiiin, who* tu spirit and ability* wns the rival of the Efioee 
of Thnnsi* and the Moulvie, who, though dgi the equal of 
Hyder and Sivnjeev was probably the moat capable* ae he was 
certainly the most determined of the men who fought against 
us io the Indian Mutlny-f 

On the 24th of March Sir Colin wrote to Canning, ex¬ 
plaining his views. The substance of his letter was, that it 
would he wise to put oft' die reconquest of Rob Hound till the 
nuLunin, and spend the intervening time in systematically 
reducing the country round Lucknow, He pointed^out that, 
if this were not done, the garrison of Lucknow might he 
blockaded and cut off from supplies* Canning, far political 
reasons, would not accept his friend's suggestion. The point 
on which be kid most stress was, that while the Hindoos of 
Rohibuud were almost uni ve read! y friendly to the British 
Gcverument, their friendship might give way, if the British 
Government delayed much longer to rescue them from the 
tvranuv of Khan Uahadoor Kbnn P Bit Colin was, in his 

T * 

heart, dissatisfied with Canning's decision. He felt that, as 
Glide had been once invaded, it ought to Lu completely dis¬ 
posed of before the reconquest nf another province was 
undertaken p But hu had such a warm tQgard for Lhimiing ? 
that be put his private feelings wholly on one side, and pre^ 
pared with singleness of heart to execute his institutions. 
His plan wag that throe columns* commanded respectively by 
Walpole, Fenny, and Brigadier* General ,j tines, should, invade 
Roh Hound an the su nth-east, south'west, and north-west, and, 
driving the rebels before them, converge upon Bareilly, where 
the decisive brittle would probably be fought. These columns 
would bo supported by a fourth under Beaton, which, since 
January* had been keeping watch over tha centra] portion of 
the Dual, and guarding the door uf Bo hi Icon d lU Fntldigurlnf 
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The operations of Sir Colin and bis Ucutcintits in ~ ~~ 
December and January bud wrought a groat improvement in c<mditsoii*f 
the condition of Lbs Doafo* Tbs mass of the population ll] * ^ aabi 
heartily rejoiced over the discomfiture of the rebels, ihe 
inhabitants of Lbs districts of E taw ah and Muttra distin¬ 
guished themselves by the seel with which they supported the 
re-established civil authorities. But the civil authorities bud 
to struggle night and day* and to expose their lives to con¬ 
tinual dangers, in order to hold tho ground which had been 
recovered for them. Rebellious chiefs were still in the field* 

S wanna pf rebels from Gulps e, from Gwalior, and from 
Jhanid, kept pouring across the Joanna, So many robberies 
were committed, so many public buildings were burned, that 
journalists bad never any lack of matter for sensational 
writing. Hardly a week passed in which a column was not 
sent into the field to disperse marauders. The marauders 
indued were invariably beaten. But early in April a new 
danger appeared. Three strong bodies of rebels threatened 
an invasion from Rohilcund. Seaton was on the alert. 

_M arching against the central body, which was posted in a 
group of villages near Kunkur, ho inflicted upon them such ei 
crushing defeat that they and their comrades lost heart ami 
abandoned their design.* 

Next day Walpole started from Lucknow with a powerful April 7. 
little army, in which were included three regiments of High- 
landers. His brother officers who remained behind* bad no ft$tUsanA 
high opinion of Ins talents, cud asked ouch other in amaze¬ 
ment what could have induced Sir Colin to entrust him with 
those beloved troops. For eight days hie march was unop¬ 
posed On the morning of the ISth he came in sight of a 
fort called lipoyab* He was positively informed that the 
t&lookdar wild owned the fort would be only too glad to 
evacuate it, as soon as he had saved his honour by making a 
show of resistance,f This information ho would not believe. 


* £a7tf of fjijrd Clyde, PF- &1, 9*. 100* 127 f ParL Paper w t rcl iUt, 
( 1 B57-S&). Fort pp. S&lv -t3i. EiU'kitois to Semi Letter * fhvn 

jryrfiv, li> UL Slur. L&58. pjp. i37. r N n •-•!.■ L. P51; April* ISqS, p. S5&- r M*y, Le<?8, 
p. £77; Juie, ItJa^ p. £8i. Xtofcw r: ■ ■ Gazf.ttz, /m-Jane* 1S5&* pp, S5T-9. 
fpLUJ. Seaton* to-L Il pp, 271- §2. 
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He might, however, st- least have taken the trouble to examine 
the fart itself. Hail he dona no, he would have found tliaL 
the wall, though high and strong on the side opposite to hint, 
was so low on the further aide that a man could have easily 
jumped over it. But he was too selhconfidcnfc or loo careless 
to stoop to such routine work as reconnoiLting, Whil he 
did was to send soma companies of infantry, in akirmiahing 
orier h to attack the near aide of the fort. The rebel chief, 
perceiving Lis folly* naturally resolved to make a serious 
defence* The infantry advanced to the attack under a heavy 
fire of musketry. They performed prodigies of valour, but 
in vain. They Lad no ladders, and the high wedl defied them. 
The heavy guns opened fire* but without effect. More than a 
hundred men were killed, nearly as many as had fallen in the 
three weeks" siege of Lucknow. At Iasi Walpole ordered a 
retreat. Among those who had been butchered waa the 
gallant and gentle Adrian Hope, the hero of the Shah Nujeef, 
The Highlanders savagely cursed the blunderer who had 
can Bed the death of their beloved loader: and T when his burial 
took place, their emotions were so violently displayed that 
their officers, who in their heaiLs sympathised with them, 
fee red that they would mutiny *—or do something worse.* 

The rebels evacuated the fort in the night. The real of 
Walpole's march was tolerably success;fuL Crossing the 
(ranges and the Karngunga* he entered the plains of 
Rohileund* 

Sir Colin had quitted Lucknow on the Till, having some 
days before sent oat Hops Grant to deal with two rebel bands 
which had rallied round the MouMe and the Begum. On 
the night of the 27th he overtook Walpole, Next morning 
ho beard of an event die news of which caused sorrow to 


• £Jf* n/ Ijwd Clyde* TdL Ei. ppv 193, 1M* 199-202 :j Calcutta 
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everv &Diill in India, that wished well to the British cause* 
William Peel, enfeebled by a wound which lie bad received at 
the siege uf Lucknow, had succumbed to an attack of smalL 
pox. The troops pushed on over wooded plains and through 
rich fields of sugar-cane* On tbo 30th, just before entering 
Skabjehaopore, Sir Colin was in formed of a fresh disaster. 
General Penny had been killed in a night &tiriuisL bhnh- 
jehanpare was found evacuated. Sir Colin left a small 
garrison under Colonel Hale 10 bold it. On the 3rd of 2duy 
he was joined by the column which Penny bad commanded, 
and nest day be found himself within a single march of Bareilly* 
Khan Bahndoor Kban 5 reinforced by hosts of rebels dying 
before Jones, who had gainud two brilliant victories on kia 
march fromEoorbheCj was determined, though menaced in front 
aod in rear by two powerful armies, tn strike a blow for his 
usurped throne. Between his capital and the position occu¬ 
pied by Sir Colin's army ran a deep stream, called tha XuUea 
Xudd&e, spanned by a bridge He crossed the bridge in the 
evening T and planted his guns on some sand-bills situated un 
either side of the road by whiub Sir Colin would have to 
advance. His first line of infantry, with cavalry on i to flanks, 
was drawn up so as to cover the guns. The second line 
remained in the cantonments, near the town- 

Early next morning Sir Colin put his troops in motion. 
At the siitk mile-stone be baited* and formed them up in two 
lines. The second line was to defend the baggage and the 
siege-train. The whole force amounted to seven thousand 
six hundred and ihirty-SEven men with nineteen field guns- 
About seven o'clock, aa tho first line was approaching tlie 
bridge, flic enemas guns roared out. The British cavalry 
and horse-artillery trotted forward from both flanks j and the 
bores-artillery* imlimberingj replied to the challenge. The 
enemv^s first line broke,, and, leaving several guns behind 
them, fied across the bridge into the cantonments. The 
British pressed on id pursuit- The left halted on the bank 
of the stream* The right crossed the bridge, and moved 
leisurely forward about three-quarters of a miJe in the 
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direction of the town* A regiment of Sikhs took possesion 
of tha Irregular Cavalry linus on the left of the folilL 
Suddenly a number of grizzly-bearded Crhazeos, with Lheif 
green-1urbaned heada. bent tow under illc-i r shields, and 
flourishing their tulwars in the nir, rushed down, shouting 
f * Daen, Daen,"* upon the aetoftfehed Sikhs, sent them dying 
out of the Hues* and drove them back upon the 4End High¬ 
landers, who had formed up behind to support them, Sit 
Colin was sitting oti his horse close by, “Stand firm, 
42nd,” be cried * " bayonet them as they come on.” The 
3--in 1 3 repelled the ell urge with effect. But Sir Colin had a 
narrow escape. As he was riding from one company to 
another, he saw a tibnzee, apparently dead, lying before bis 
horses legs, lu a moment the man sprang to hlb feet, and 
was about to strike, when a Sikb rushed up* and, with one 
blow of bia tulwar, slashed off Ids bead. 

Meanwhile a scene hardly less exciting had been enacted 
in another part of the field* Tho baggage-train had halted 
in the rear. Suddenly u vast wave of white-olad sowars was 
seen pouring down. Their tulwars flashed in the sun ; tho 
roar of their voices Ailed the air; their burses' hoofs thun¬ 
dered over the plain, Camp-fu)lowers, with cloven skulls 
and bleeding wounds, rolled over on the ground, Men, 
women, children, horses, cornels, and elephants shrilly trum¬ 
peting, lied in one confused mass. But now a body of 
dragoons charged; Tmnbs’s troop, coming up at a gallop, 
fired a volley i and the sowars wore snauered as quickly as 
they had come. 

The battle had lasted for six hours; a scorching wind was 
blowing; and several men hud died of sunstroke. Sir Colin 
therefore, in mercy to hi a troops who were faint uud parched 
with thirst, suffered tlum Lu rest, even aL the cost of leaving 
Iky a. his victory incomplete, Advancing next rooming into die 

cantonments* ho learned that Khan Balmdoor Khan, with the 
greater part of his army* had escaped- Tho sound of distant 
firing was heard, It proceeded from the gun6 of Jones's 
column* which was Earring its wuv inn.- the city from the 
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north. Xext Jut the city was completely occupied, (tod the J ~ 
two columns' united.* Before night, however, a disaster for il*y 7. 
which Sir Colin had heeu fiieparud when ho left Shohjehaa- 
pore* was reported in the camp- 

Colonel Hale, who had been placed in command at Shale 
j chanpore, was a bold and skilful officer. Knowing that be 
would probably be attacked, he threw up an entrenchment mtaelth fttuii- 
rouud the gaol, the strongest position that he could find, and JeWnpe-ra* 
pitched his camp in a tope of trees close by. On the looming Muj 3- 
nlter Sir Colin had gone, he heard that a largo force under 
the Mouly io was within four miles ol the town, hit at once 
ordered the camp to be struck, and everything to he removed 
into the entrenchment. Presently the enemy appeared above 
the brow of a hill on the opposite side of the river Kunbout, 

Down they swept, crossed the river, and, pressing on, opened 


an artillery-firs against the gaol. 

Jts soon ns Sir Colin heard the news, he ordered Jones to sir Cnlin 
march to the rescue. Jones set one on iLe following morning. mwas. 
Three davs later be approached the KirahmU. Ho saw the Miy 

’ j t. ii + 1 " JjLsnr 11. 

enemy’s cavalry swarming down, ^ thong]i to prevent him 
crossing. The II on l vie Limsolt wdls at tlieir head* *V 
few rounds from Jones's heavy guns forced them buck ; niiJ h 
as they retreated neros* the bridge, Li a field-pieces opened tire 
npun them, sod tent them gal In ping through the streets. 

Rapidly following up his success, he shelled the town, 

Several houses were soon in flames. As Jones draw near the 
gaol, the enemy who were. blockading it abandoned their 
position, md left, him free to join Hfile.t But their numbers 
wore so great that;, feeling that it would be raab to attack 
them, ho determined to remain on the defensive, and 
despatched a messenger to £ir Colin for help. 

Sir Colin, flattering himself that he had completed the Sir Colin 1 * 
reconqnest of Eohiicnud, Lad re-establish &d tho civil audio- 
ritieSj and eeiH off all tho regiments that he could spare to FPirh. 
their respective quarters. Being anxiona to confer with the 
Governor-General, he set out on the 15th cm his return 


• Llu3$eJJ t ttuL iL pp. 7, II, 13p 14- Ctdmtta G<sx€itc r Jan. -Jana, I&53, 
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march towards Eattebgttrh. Receiving Jones's message next 
dav s be turned aside, and hastened to relieve him. An 
awful thunderstorm swept over the camp, lighting np the 
tents ^ as the Curt I march wel a about to be made. About nine 
o'clock on the morning of the 18 th Sir Colin joined his 
lienieneLDts. The Moulvie had been strongly reinforced by 
all the rebels in the neighhourhood. In the afternoon a 
skirmish took place. The Moulvie was rep nisei - hut ho was 
ao strong in cut dry that Sir Culm dared not risk a decisive 
action. He Beni* however* f Qr reinforcements. which arrived 
on the 23 rd. That evening the Mnnlvic fell hack into Dude. 
Sjr Colin n leaving to Junes the responsibility of dealing with 
Tiirm A started at midnight fur Futtehgurb, The march was 
one of the most distressing recorded in the annals of the 
Mutiny, By -lay lIo: heat was scorching; by night it was 
stifling. It needed all the exertions of the drivers to keep 
the jaded hof&ea on their legs* On the night of the 23 Lk d 
fearful storm of bum in g wind and dust smote the column, 
and absolutely forced it to stand still. Rut next morning 
the rippLing music of many waters was heard ; the clear 
stream of the Ham gunga was seen sparkling in tho sunlight; 
and soldiers and camp-followers rati down the banks, and 
bathed their aching limb a in the grateful flood. Soon the 
mud walls of the fort of I'uttehgurh were discerned. The 
Rchiicund campaign was over;* 

But the spirit of the Moulvie was not yet broken. He had 
surrogated to himself the Li tie of King til Hindustan; and it 
must he admitted that T on the score of fitness for rifle, he had 
a better right to the title than any of his fellow rebds* The 
Governor-General had paid him the high compliment of 
offering a reward of fifty thousand rupees for his appreh^naion.f 
But it seemed that he was too clever ro be apprehended* 
Eluding Jones's column* be made a raid upon the station 
of Palee* and savagely mutilated one of the native 
ofBeiftKt 

On tho 5 th of June be started on an elephant for PowaitL, 

* Rtiaaellj t£jL ji. pp, L'-t r a'1-7 ■ fjfi af Lvrd Clip fle t *oL ii pp. *22, L! J 23. 
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hoping to persuade the Rajah of that place to join in n freah 
attack on the British. On his am ml . lie found the gate shat. 

The Rajah, with his brother and Lis followers was standing 
close by on the rampart. A parlay followed. The Monhde 
soon saw that he could only gain admittance by force* He 
therefore ordered tho mahout to make the elephant charge the 
gate. The Lrule's bead crashed against k with the force of n, 
battering ram ; nod ic wag already tottering and creaking when 
the Rajah a brother seized a musket, and shot the McmJvie 
dead. The brothers instantly r a shed out* and cut off their 
victim's head. The Rajah wrapped it up in a cloth, drove to 
Shahjehanporo, and called at the magistrate b house. Ushered 
into the dining-room in which the magistrate md some of his 
friends were seated F he opened hie bundle and let the head roll 
out on the floor. The magistrate was delighted. The nest 
day tho head was stuck up on tha KntwoUefl.* 

Rohiiciiud was reconquered. The most formidable enemy Affairs in 
of the British in Northern India was no more. But the 
Commander-in-Chiefs work was not nearly at. an end- Hops 
Grant, after some unimportant skirmishes with different rebel 
bands, had returned to Lucknow, to consult with Robert 
Montgomery, who bad succeeded Oatratn aa Chief Commis¬ 
si oner* Learning from him (hat a notorious talookifr-wj, 
named Beni Mndhoo, was iniesting tho C awn pore roa-^. he put 
his troops in motion again on the 25th of May. Th J toarau- 
dors, however, had disappeared. Still* Hope Crj^ found 
plenty to occupy his troops, for the next thret^ he 

was marching from place to place p holding out a hoping baud 
to distressed adherents of the Government, and treking and 
dispersing rebel bands wherever be could hud LbuSP^ Brit at 
the end of this period Oude was as far from being ^bdtiec] aa 
ever. It is true that, aa early as the dose of the t 'kd week 
in May. the authorities had saccceded in re-esLab shitig n 
number of tub seels and t hanDalis t J and the peasants, g waning 
under the oppression which they had suffered, had wo cunad 
their return. Many of tho talookdsrs also had tandem their 
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submission. But the incuraioti of the Maul™ wrought a 
oimngo For the wgrs^ The numb&r of talookdajg who 
remained in arms was still considerable ; and the terror which 
they inspired was so great dial few of the respectable inhabi¬ 
tants dared to come forward, and avow their attachment to 
a Government which seamed too weak to protect them.* 
Moreover, the weather was now &uck that British troops could 
no longer keep the field without injury to their health* Hope 
Grant determined therefore, with the consent of his chief; to 
give the troops rest until it ehoold be time to undertake the 
work of systematically reducing the country. Other com- 
nifinders, however, had still plenty of work to do in guarding 
Lite diet nets abutting on the eastern and south-eastern frontiers 
□i' the- province from invasion,j - 

Meanwhile the Communder Jn-Ohifif was busily maturing 
roccngTiefii ci plana. lie saw that, in order to effect a solid conquest 
of tlj e country, it would be necessary not merely tg defeat 
tlie rebels in action, but, as each district whs successively 
wrested from them, to lay upon it the grasp of civil authority. 
To guppm-t the civilians in the maintenance of order, lie had 
already organised a strong force of military police.! His plan 
of campaign was to surround tine province ou the north-west, 
west, south, east, and north-cast with a cordon nf strong 
columns which, cutting off the rebels from every loop-hole of 
escape, should pash them through a gradually lessening space 
north wards into Neptiul. 

Narratives of military operations seldom have any perma¬ 
nent interest for general readers unless they are connected 
with events deep historical importtmao, or are enriched by 
picturestjuc incident and heart’stirring human action. The 
operations ; -n Oode were not of this sort, There wag no tiling 
in them f .1 touch the heart us the story of Havelock’s march 
touches it. There was no tiling in them that could have 
kindled in a Napier such poetic fire aa illumines the tale of 
the wumlt on Ijpdsjoa, pr the charge of the Fusiliers at 
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Albuera, But llicre was much to interest those who atm 
appreciate the thoughtful con cep don and patient execution of 
a beneficent plan. Xu ordinary general could have subdued 
and pacified OuJe H Ho general cutild have done so 
mure economically and more successfully than Colin Camp¬ 
bell. lie succeeded because be spared do pains in thinking 
out bis plan* because? he neglected no details in executing it* 
because be exercised speb a thorough supervision over his 
lieutenants as to unsure a barm union 3 and punctual co-opera¬ 
tion between their respective columns. 

Early in October the campaign was opened** Before tbe The- Glide 
close of ihe first week in December the soLulieru portion of riLU -J j:i 4 r7 ^ 
Glide, between the Ganges and the Gbogra p was absolutely 
mastered* Then the Commander- in-Ghief moved northwards 
from Lucknow, winning batik after battle, and demolishing 
fun alter fort as he went ; while Hope Grant, also moving 
northwards, bu t ui ore to t h e cast, puraued a simi Jar vi efcori 0 us 
course. By tbe close of the tbird week in ibe month it was 
evident that those rebels who were still in tbe field were 
becoming dispirited. On the 22nd the Begum's vakeel came 
in to the Commander-In-Chief J s camp, to ask what terms she 
might expect* All tliu rajahs and tidoobdura who were t-tiU 
at large bad already sent tlieir vakcala on like errands. On 
tbe I i lsi. day of ] s os tbe Comm under-in-Chief defeated & body 
of rebels at Bankeo, near tbe frontier, and expelled them 
from Guile. In t3ie belief that tbe war was now virtually at 
an end, lie entrusted tbe military command of the province 
to Oupc Uraut, enjoining him to keep the frontier closed lest 
the rebels should escape and make a dash southwards. Most 
of tbe rebels* however, desired only to be left diuno jested in 
NcpanL But Jung Bnhadoor was tticonvenicu^ed hy their 
presence, sud begged Lord Canning to order the British 
troops to bunt them down.t Accordingly, early in JS5P, 
columns acting under Hope Grant's supervision! dtove time 
up to the foot of rite Himalayas* whence many of them, after 
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throwing away their arms, stole back to their homes. A few 
more, determined not to yield, or despairing of finding merer, 
rushed down again into Oude, and occupied a small fort near 
t >e river Aoddee, but wcts there defeated. Some still lurked 
in the Term. They had been living in the donee jungles of 
■at pestilential country during the worst season of the rear 
with nothing b«t the branches of trees to shelter them f rom 
the ram ; and now, fever-stricken and enfeebled by dysentery 
Without arms and without money, they were forced to flee 
t ore Hope Grant's pursuing column, to perish in the hills 
Among them w^ro two notorious criminals, of one of whom it 
may be confidently said that there was not a soldier in Hope 
Grant s force who would not have risked his life to capture 

IS pmT "? ? f f* G ™ nt «<*™a tefers. 

One. Bela Itao, the brother of the Nan* Sahib, wrote in a 
penitent strain, and declared that be was guiltless of the 
blood ot those who had periled at Cawnpore. The other, 
the Nuna t*alnh himself, abused the Government of the 
Lompauy, and asked what right the British had to be j n 
India, and to declare him an outlaw. One of Hope Grant's 
prisoners offered to catch him, and bring him into ca* p 
But it was not thought advisable to accept the offer.* tL 
deesmn is not to be regretted. It is not to be regretted 
that the iSana remained, perhaps still remahm, unpunished^ 
by man. Let the countrymen of those whom lie murdered 
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FAST EFFORTS OF TANTIA TOPEE AUTO THE EAKEE OF 
JHANai. — PTJBSUtT OF TAJSTU TOPEE, —'THE QUEEN’h 
PKOCJjAAUTION, 




After tits buttle of Gedowke, the Ranee of Jhansi nod Rao 
Rallib find to Gopslpore, a town about forty-six miles south- 
west of Gwalior. There they were soon afterwards joined by 
T antis 'J'opce, Row the three felt and what Lhey said to 
eseh other will never be known ; but they would hardly have 
duaem-d to be called faint-hearted if they had abandoned all 
hope. They Lad been disastrously beaten in a succession of 
haitlea ; they had been deprived of nil their strongholds ; on 
l lie east, on the west, on the north, on the south, they were 
compassed iu British troops- But it is in the darkest 
moments thru the fire of genius burns with 'the brightest 
flltHie ' T ° Hanee or to Tuntia* an idea suggested i CSr> fj 
os original and as daring as that which prompted the 
memorable seizure of Arcot, They would march to Gwalior, 
cajole or compel Sindiaa army to join them, seize his mighty 
fortress, and oppose the whole strength of the Muhnilta 
power to their detested enemies. The execution $>f the plan 
was worthy of the design. On the 30th of May- the three 
lenders arrived with the remnant of their army before Gwalior, 
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On the 3 BL of June Sindia marched out la attack th^m, I n 
a lew minutes the battle was decided. Alter firing one round, 
Sinclia's guns were captured ; bis whole army, with the 
exception of Ida body-guard, wont over to the enemy; he 
himself fled to Agrn; and the victorious rebel a marched 
into Gwalior, seized the fortress, the trea5qry p and the 
arsenal, and proclaimed the Nana Sahib as Feishwa- 

On the 2tOk of May Sir Hugh had sent b small column 
under Colonel Robertson to the south-west* to pursue these 
very rebels in their flight from Calpee* A week later he 
received an express from Robertson, stating that they liad 
taken the road to Gwalior* The news reined in credible. 
Sir Robert Hamilton said Lhat he wua sure Robertson must 
have been mistaken. A few hours later, however, he 
received a simitar message himself. Sir Hugh, resolving to 
net at all events as though the news were true, soot Stuari 
with a portion of ihe 1 -l brigade to reinforce Robert son. 
On thu 4th of June he received the astounding intelligence 
that the rebate had actually seized Gwiilior, The whole 
import of the daring stroke at once presented itself ca his 
mind. I he main artery of communication and tho tele¬ 
graphic line between Bombay and the North-Western Pro¬ 
vinces* which traversed Binding tin minions, were iu danger 
of being cut in two. Worse* still, Tan tin and hi* ally, 
strengthened ^as they now wore* not only by Sindia's army, 
military m uteri nl, and treasure, hnt by the sudden acquisi¬ 
tion of the highest political prestige, might leave a garrison 
in Gwalior, rind, marching southwards, raise the siandard 
of the Nana ^in the I) cos an and the Southern Alcihratta 
country^ %hv rains were about to fill, die heat was 
becoming more and more in Leo tie, and* for the exhausted 
soldiers of Sir Hugh's army,, further campaigning seemed 
almost ira possible: hut all that he Ijad hitherto accom¬ 
plished, /'ll that Lad boon accomplished hy liis- countrymen 
for the suppression of the -Mutiny waa nt stake j: and ho 
resolved, to sake the Hold at onoe, Resuming, on his own 
responsibility, the command which he had laid aside, dia- 
misaiug from liis mind a]] dreams of rest und recreation r he 
made his preparations for the recon quest of Gwalior, 
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Ho received a telegram from the Commonder in-Chief, 
informing him that Brigadier Smiles brigade and a column 
under Colonel Riddel 1 were to join him. He ordered the 
garrison which he had left in Jhanst to inarch to his assis¬ 
tance* The men of the Hyderabad Contingent, who had set 
nut homewards some days before, turned back of their own 
accord, the moment they heard of Sindia*a defeat. Sir 
Hugh's plan was to attack Gwalior on its weakest side, the 
east, and to invest it as closely as possible, so ug to cut off 
the retreat of the rebels. Accordingly„ he ordered Riddell to 
march dewu ike Agra rqad r Smith to proceed to Kotah-ke- 
serai ± about four miles south-east of Gwalior* and the 
Hyderabad Contingent tn cut off the retreat of the rebels to 
tlie sou Lb, 

On the 6th of June be quitted Calpee. He wus obliged to 
make forced marches; but Tie mada them by night, in order 


to shield bis men ay far as possible from tbs son On the 
12th he overtook St n art, and on Lbe 16th reached a point 
ah out five miles to the east of the Morar can ton ra cuts, near 
Gwalior, A party of cavalry rode forward to reconnoitre. 
Treacmly they returned wiili ihe news that there was a 
number of rebels in front nf the cantonunenLy. Weary 
though hid troops were, Sir Hugh resolved to bring on a hatcle 
at once. 

The troope marched to the right, with the object of gaining 
the road leading to the canton meats; hut a native who had 
undertaken to guide them lost his way; and presently they 
found themselves on the edge of a chain of ravines/ right 
opposite a battery posted in the enemy s centre'-* The battery, 
nod the infantry and artillery on either side of it opened fire : 
the British, guns replied ^ Sir Hugh, lending bis infantry 
Lo the right* turned the left of Lkc rebels: they fell back ; and 
the British, pressing on* look the canton menu by sunn. 
Some of the rcbehs threw themselves into a dry nullah sur¬ 
rounding a village be hind the eanto&ments, ui d, striking 
desperately at the 71 sl Highlanders, wL 
slain to a man. The rest Hod, hunt 
X^rngnoDS. 

Sir Hugh was now master of Mornr, 
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victory, regained command of the Agra road, and wna enabled 
to communicate with Smith. 

At half-past seven nest morning Smith arrived elL Eotnb-Tce- 
senvL Eight in front of him t barring his approach to Gwalior, 
was a range of Mils, broken up by nullahs, and, ua he anon 
perceived, occupied by masses of rebels. In spits of the did!cat- 
ties presented by the ground, be made up bis mind to strike 
the first blow. His borse-artillery moved forward ; and the 
enemy's gunners limbered up and rutreated I after firing only 
three or four rounds* Smith then sent forward bis infantry, 
to attack a breast-wort in their front; the rebels who held it 
fell hack as the skirmishers charged them, and moved oil ever 
the bills. Meanwhile Smith was advancing with his cavalry 
through a defile, along which rjiii the road leading over the 
hills to Gwalior. Joining big infantry at the further end of the 
defile, on the urest of the hills, he^oaught sight of the Gwalior 
Contingent cavalry in tlieir red uniforms, advancing up a broad 
raving on his right. The infantry beat them hack. Instantly 
Smith launched against them a squadron of the 8th Hussars, 
who,, galloping down the lulls, drove them through the Fhnol 
Bcgh Cu^itonmenE, Among thorn rode u woman in male 
attire. Cl^se to Ehe cantonment she fell, struck by a carbine 
bullet.* The corpse was found to bo that of her whom Sir 
liugh Hose esteemed ns “ tho boat and bravest military loader 
of the rebels,Ranee of Jbnnsi. 

The truopa, ivho had been fighting die whole day without 
fnnrl, iren noW completely worn out. The hussars, os they 
returned from tlioir charge, canid hardly sit in their aoddJus; 
and in one in Flint fy regiment eigbcvTonr men were prostrate 
from sunstroke The enemy, notwithstanding their reverses, 
were making a s the ugh they would return to the attack. 
Smith therefore drew back the hnssara, and took up his posi¬ 
tion for tho rtisrhr nn *K« t^T~k+n ** _ jb»fe 



enemy occupied the heights un the opposite side. Thus 
Smkh s 1 r -1 l was exposed, while his baggage was within range 
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qf the enemy's giiDB. Sir Hugh, on hearing liow he was _ 

bi III filed, at once sent n small force of all arms under 
Bober ison to his support 

Next day Sir Hugh was reinforced by the garrison which Jira^ 
he hod left in Culpoe* In the afternoon ho marched to join |^j nil Smith. 
Smith* lea ring Brigadier Itobert Xapier, who now commanded 
the 2nd brigade, to hold the Mom cantonment. Twenty 
miles hod to be traversed ; and so fiercely did the sun strike 
down that of one regiment alone a hundred men fcLl cut of 
the ranks. Late in the evening the troops halted on the left 
bank of the river Morar, close to Smith's position. Sir Hugh 
Bttw that the rebols t by occupying position9 on the hills so far 
from and unsupported by Gwalior* had exposed themselves to 
be cut off from their comrades* He accordingly determined 
to attack them ft little before dawn on the iOth, \ cry early 
in the morning of the l$T,h, however* he saw a largo force 
deb Duelling from Gwalior* evidently with the object of 
attacking him, lie resolved therefore to deliver bis own attack 
at once. 

The Sett* County Downs* supported by the 25 th Bombay Battfo t>f 
Native Infantry, was ordered to cross the defile, move up the 
hills, and attack the enemy's left flank* while the Doth, sup¬ 
ported by the 10th Bombay Native lufnoiry, abOtlld make a 
diversion in their favour by attacking a buttery on the enemy's 
extreme left Giving way before the eh irge of the HOth, the 
rebels fell hack on another battery in their rear* and, ns the 
86th still pressed them, abandoned the guns anti tun for their 
lives* A few minutes Inter the 10th Bombay Native Infantry* 
which was on the extreme right, was availed by the other 
battery and the infantry on the extreme left of the rebels. 

Wheeling to the right, it drove the infantry from the heights 
which they occupied* und captured the buttery. 

Clustering on the edge of the heights* the victorious troops 
looked down upon the goal which they had lulled so hard to 
reach. On the left* half hidden by masses of foliage, slmne 
the mansions of the Lnshkur, or new city : on the right* con¬ 
spicuous in a verdant garden, stood the palace uf the Phool 
Bagh ; the squalid last's of tl«o old town crossed each other 
is a La ogled itiazo ; and behind, extending a mile aud a Lalf 
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in length, and rifling sheer aboYe them to a height of full three 
hundred feel, loomed the sandstone precipices of iFjl- tortress 
of Gwalior, — the Gibraltar of India,* 

I lie beaten rebels were seen crowding over the plain for 
shelter towards the houses among the trees outside the city. 
Sir Hugh, as he watched li errs, felt sure that he could tiiie 
Gwalior before sunset. Sending the 1st "Bombay lancers 
over the hills to the smith, to attack the Grand Parade and 
the LufihJtdr, be mured straight on with the main body, 
I itnic-s-iricken, the rebels abandoned the houses, and made 
for the Parade: two companies of the Dfjtk ruahed ajtor 
them; while Lbe Lancers, emerging from the hills, charged 
across the Pnrade, and drove the rebels who were deeinir 
before them, into the Lnshkur. Presently Sir Hugh overtook 
tijy men of tlm 05th, and pushed on with thou into the Liisb- 
knr; but the fugitives made their way through the streets 
bo rapidly that thoir pursuers could hardly natch sight of 
them. Meanwhile Smith had captured the Phuo! thigh; 
rmd Tim tin, in accordance with his usunf custom, had long 
since fled* 

Gwalior was reconquered ; the bulk ui the rebels were in 
hdl retreat; ant] F?ir Hugh hat] sent an order to Napier to 
pursue them. Bn), the great fortress still held out, and early 
next morning its guns reopened fire. Hearing the roar of 
the first discharge, LieuteiUHit Rose of the 25th Bombay 
Native Infantry went toe brother officer. Lieutenant Waller, 
who was close by, and oskod him whether ho would join in an 
attack on the fortress. Waller consented, Taking with them 
a stalwart blacksmith find the few sepoys whom they com¬ 
manded^ the two officers stole up to the first gateway" The 
blacksmith hurst it open: five mure gates yielded to his 
strength; but suddenly the alarm was given, and n gon opened 
fire on the daring assailants. On they went in spite of it, 
till, as, they aimed into n uarrow Ibdc leading to the fort, a 
number of Mahometan fanatics fell upon them. Then ensued 
a desperate struggle. For some minutes the event was doubt- 
fob At lay Itose gathered his men together, and made a 
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q$Ii: tho enemy wexa ovorpownr£d l the fortress was won ; 
kit Rose fell mortally wounded* 

I That day Sindiii* Hceompanii-d by Sir Robert Hamilton and jttaJbj ^ 
tharlers JlHcpheraon, re -entered his pnpIttL 1 he General Otmibr. 
.mid a number of officer! of rank went out to meet himz a 
^qiindr-'.n of the rtth Onssara and a f*Jundron of 1 he 14th 
Light Dragoons escorted Mui £u his palace and the streets 
through which he pissed were thronged by thousands of 
citizens, who greeted him -with uot husks tic acclamations-* 

Mean while Napier* In obedience to the order which he had nf 

received from the General, was pursuing llm living reSde. 

Qa the y^lnd lie overtook them *t Jowm Ali^ve. Only a 
shots had folkn among them, when their iduk* h% gan to 
waver i Captain Ligbtfuota gunners limbered up and galloped 
down upon jkum; and the lids Light Dragoons and the 
ilvdvruburt cjivolrr, riding their hardest to keep up with thru 
wonderful unilkry,t join til in the charge* I it.. I«w minutes 
all wui. over4 Between Umie md four hundred of the 
rebels worn slain ; and Tfliitifl Topee and Rm> Sahib, leaving 
all their gnus upon the field of battle, tkd across the 
Cunulliu] into Rajpoutunm 

Tauten and disgraced, deprived of the powerful ally who 
hud g*o Jong fiharvd his fortunes, the devsr Mnhrntta -lid 
not yot fed that all wiis Inst. He was still mutter of a 
liirgif mill wdL appointed army i he pustessed an abundance 
uf money and jewels which lie hod stolen from Sid din 3 
tfcasitr) ; and be knew that hie cause would find many 
svinpaihiHcr? in tbo country which lie had now entered* 

* Before going on to apeak of Ms furl her adventures, U will be 
necessary lu closcritk' what had passed ill that country since 
the msitmj of*tb'e Juudpore legion-. 

Daring the autumn of ISoT a few isolated disturbfaces 
acicurred. Major Barton, the British Eesitkni fit KotuM 
was murdered with Ms two sons by the soldmrs of the 
Mnhnjxo. Throughout this trying tm% indeed, George 
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XuwrtmoB Dt j ver lost Ills Isold upon the country But it was 
not till the tiffiU year, when niqlbftaaiftniA Tinder Mu joe* 
Centred Roberts arrived Frnln Bombay, tbai he wag able 
elTeetaally to restore order. (the SOth of Mfireb P Gilberts 
defeated the minimus troops of the'Mftbarao, and recaptured 
Kotik* Thus, whim Tern tin made Lie appearance, the 
British liiihnrrtiea were ready to meet him* 

Taxitin's firet step was to send oniiaa&ries to Jynpure, 
where there waa a Iftrge party ready to join him* Hearing, 
of hi 6 intended advance on this place, Roberts started with 
n fores of about two timnsaisd men faun ftnsseerahud to 
interrupt him. Foiled by this move, lantui marc hod sooth* ^ 
wards, full owed by Roberta* The heat, which had been great 
from the outset of the emnpiugn, now become so dreadful 
that twenty'two of Roberta^ in on died of sunstroke in three 
dura; and he therefore derided to detach & light column 
under Colonel Holmes In pursuit* in order to miuimiM the 
-wtff^riniw. of the remaindere Mean while- Tnntiu* whose cavalry . 
wits well mounted, and whose infantry had a number of 
hardy ponies to hdp them in trying maroheB, had been 
making good use of Si is &tiut T I 1 tuning through 1 onk fc he 
still pushed so nth wattle, intending to* cross the fterbudd*, 
enter the Southern Mah rutin country, and there work up iis 
the i a Lures! of the ft an a the see th tug disooulmit of the 


intriguing Bnhminfi whose influence bud been destroyed by 
tW downfall of the Ptishwa. In order to execute this plan, 
however, it wus first necessary to cross the Chuinbtd ; and 
the Cbuiabnl had risen so high ns to have become unpayable. 
Ho therefore turned aside to the westward, and crossed the 
BoGodce hi11 b. Tin rains wore now lolling with almost 
uuprectdtmicd vi ulcnce. Hi* great rlvnre of Ilajpuoiana 
ware turned into rnging torrents; and fur twelve daya all 
mdiiary operations were suspendei 

Roberts, who, an hearing that the rebels had crossed the 
Boonike bills, bad moved westward to cover Ajrneer, now 
found it very hard to procure information as to their further 
movementm At imi be learned that they were mill moving 
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westward, and marched, on thu an bri deuce of thy floods, 
towards Ncumuch. As he approached the river Kg Lari a, hi" a a#. ^ 
caught sight of them encamped on thi} opposite side in from 
of the town of Bheolwara. Under cover of on artillery-fire* An* ft 
Ids troops crossed the stream, played upon themselves by 
Taint u's guns; hut, after ascending the further tank, they 
Imd only just time to throw a few shells before the rebels, 
now in fill] retreat, were out of range* Boberts bivouacked 
on the Held. Pressing on next day in pursuit, he reached 
Eunkrowleu on the 13th, and was there informed that they 
were only seven miles off, on the river Bunnas. As the day 
was far spent, be resolved to wait till next morning before 
giving battle. Meanwhile Tuntia. who, like sense other great 
criminal?, was a punctilious observant of religions ceremonial T 
had left hi a array to pay a visit tn el famous shrine in the. 
neighbourhood* At midnight he return ed^, and, hearing that 
his pursuers were dose behind him, ordered the bugle to be 
sounded. The infantry, however, flatly refused to obey 
orders. It was all very well, they said, for the cavalry and 
artillefy to go on mating forced marches ; hut they were 
/ exhausted. Tan tin was obliged to give way. When there* 
fore Roberts approached the river in the early morning, he An#. 1*. 
found the opposite bank lined with rebels. As soon as they 
had fired a few rounds from their guns, they abandoned their 
position. The British cavalry rode after them and cut down 
numbers of stragglers; hut the survivors soon reached 
ground which favoured their escape, and fled on eastwards 
by prodigious marches. 

Un the fourth day after the action, Roberts met Brigadier An^, is. 
Pinke in command of another pursuing column at Fotmab,* 
and entrusted further operations to him* enjoining him to 
prevent Tantia at all hazards from doubling past him to the 
south. Parke was soon greatly puzzled by the conflicting 
reports which he received* A district officer told him that 
the rebels could not possibly cross the Chumbul in its then 
flooded condition, and would try to shoot past him to the 
south. Another informant sent him word that they were 

* Thh must not bo eoatonndiMl with tba better known town of thn mine 
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determined to get across- the river somehow. The farmer 
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Lchokbfirt and Hope met at N alter it- There the? were 
joined by Major Gen end Michel, who Look command of thoir 
united coin runs, and was soon after appointed to the- command 
of Mnlwn and Kftj poo tana. Hearing that the rebels were 
some where tu the north-cast, he marched to intercept them. 

The black cotton-soil of the country was swollen into u sticky 
paste ; and the bent was so intense that many horses dropped 
dead at the guns- Still Michel pushed on as well as he 
could, and, coming upon the rebels a few miles in front of 
Erjgarh, thought that he saw a chance of n battle. But, in 
TiiDLia Topee's eyas, to fig lit hurtles whs no part of ll general's 
business. He saw and was conquered His army of eight 
thousand tutu fled from an army of less than thirteen hundred, Sept. io, 
and left their thirty guns behind them. The mural effects of 
the victory* if there cun he said tu have been a victory where- 
then- was no buttle, were decisive. The people of the 
counLry could not but fuel that fan tin hud disgraced himself, 

Jfor some weeks th^ fugitives wandered about aimlessly in 
the jungles. At last they broke up into two divisions, one of 
which, under Kao Sahib, went tu the north; while the rest, 
under Taotiu, marched southwards tiEl„ at Mnpgrowlae, they 
fell in with Michel! who again defeated them- Turning to the o*t. % 
north-cast, they rejoined their comrades at Lulltupore* Next 
day Bao Bahih r with a port of the army, started off towards o L . t . 19 , 
the south-ease. A few days hitcr he was surprised and beaten 
by Michel at Sindwaho. Soon afterwards he rejoined his 
ally. The pair now fled in u north-westerly direction, but 
finding the Betwa guarded by a BriLisb force, resolved to push 
doiitb for the Bk-rbudda stall hazards. As soon ns Michel 
heard of their design* he sent an express ho warn Parke, 
whose duty it was to cover Indore, and* fairly outmarching 
tho rebels, caught diem obliquely crossing his from near 
Khuiaiu, and again defeated them, 2a - 

The Governments of Bombay and Madras were seriouslv 
alarmed when they heard that Tantia. was going to cross the 
^erbuddn- As it turned oufc P however, their alarm was ground¬ 
less. He crossed the river about forty miles north-east of 
Ho&lmngabad, and tried to reach Nagporc* hot, finding himself 
headed by a force from that town* unable to break through the 
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WtilgfiHTit, which WAS likewise closely watched, hindered 

Jn,m entering Canddsh, and unable , 0 ' 6tln) mou np , 0 
10 e a 1 usb 0vtT ^ bill* and cross the Tnntoe, he 
U ' ii L ir ® BtWnnl Xq Knrgnon, And thertr, finding himself 

• W i Wti ° f the P lirsuiu ? columns, halted to refresh his 
jaded folio were and deliberate. 

Ibt authorities at Indore had taken fright at bearing af 
, . rctro S Tflde “ovcmeTit. What if he should again take 

it mto his bend to visit their town ? Wlmt if be should 
ake hie stand upon the Grand Trank Road, and interrupt 
the communication and break down the telegraph wir ^ 
betwern Hombay and Rajpoofna? To guard a^inst the 
latter contmgency, lWD Hn , J( n infantry detaobmenis were aeot 
from Mhow to watch the lords of the Neibudda above Akbor- 
p«re, tJ,rough which the road passed. Major Sutherland, 
who commanded one of these, heard of Tan Lias position at 
urgoon, and went to Joelwana to intercept him. While 
there. Le was informed that a party of the rebels was on the 
fond shout six miles to tic north, and had cut the telegraph 
wires Ho started next morning ftl daybreak to clear the 
road bnt on Caching the place where the wires had been 
found no rebels. Some villagers, however, told 1.1m time 
the whole force Lad passed by westward during the night. 
Sutherland soon found their tracks, and, after going about 
eight miles..caught sight of their rear-guard streaming out of 
•he town Of Raj pore. Taking with him a few Highlanders 
mounter] an camels, and leaving the rest of hie force to follow, 

t * i° P ' ir6Uit - Al '° m fiT6 mileB fiWtoon h* 

parted the rebels again, about to ford a stream which crossed 

n vr \ S T tUttrc]led U P « “ terrific pace to take 

f “ tbe ,|Ulls : but DOw the rebels were out of right. 4 

{ Z T"*- i h * “ W ** “ gab * P^bed on a rook v ridgl 
crowning a jimgl^covered slope in hi a front. They ,mtu. it 
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hundred yards wide; and nest morning they were no more to **** 
be seen. 

A few days before. Brigadier Parke had been detached with Not. £ 1 . 
a flying column by Michel to col Liu tie lb a pursuit. Marching 
two hundred und forty mites in nine days, on the last of 
which he had to thread his way foe twenty miles through a 
dense jungle, he overtook and defeated the rebels at Chota Doc. 1 . 
Oodeypore. thus relieving ike British Beside® t at Barodu of 
ail anxiety for the safety of thut rich town. After this, how¬ 
ever* he was obliged to wail for some days to give his horses 
rest, and allo^- stragglers to rejoin the column- Mean w hi Jo 
Tend a was wandering about in the den so forests of Banew&irn. 

The passes leading into Goojerat aud Malwa were barred 
against him. Lie triud to gain admittance into the fort of 
Saluumliir, but failed ■ and, when be moved on to the south, a 
little col Li in ti under Major Bucks skirted the jungle to cut off 
his escape. In fact he was at bis wits'ends to know what to 
do, and would have surrendered IF his followers hud not boon 
persuaded by muu who knew that thc-y themselves had un 
right to expect mercy from the British Government, that the 
am ns sty which it offered lu all who had not committed 
murder wns a delusion. In ibis desperate situation, however, 
a glcatn of hope appeared. Prince Fcroze Shah, he heard, 
bad inarched from Glide to join him. Be resolved to make 
a final effort to break through the net which encompassed him. 

I'll ruing to the north-east, he rushed out of the jungle through rJt.% 25 . 
a pass at Fertahgiirii, opposite Major Kocko’s Utile baud, and, 
assuming the offensive for the Hist and only time, managed 
to keep his opponents at bay bug enough to allow his own 
men to get clear. Colonel Benson, who had been watching 
the passes into Mulwa, got information of his line of flight* 
started in pursuit, and, by dint of marching thirty-five miles ^ 
a day for four days, got close enough to the fugitives to capture n Mr so, 
six of their elephants at Zeeruporc* Next morning Brigadier 
Somerset came up to continue the pursuit, marched seventy 
miles in forty-eig] it hours, and caught them at Bur rode. 

Alter standing the lire of his artillery for a low minutes with 
unusual firmness, they turned fuid bed. At Imlergurh they 
were joined by Ferozc Shah and ilia followers The cum- 
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hmed army now amounted to no more (him two thousand 
men. 1 heir condition was bo wretched tint the story of it 
would move our pity if their incredible cowardice had not 
Almost excluded thorn from ali human sympathy. The only 
hope left tu them was to escape death at the Lunds of the 
soldier or the hangman. Their cattle shared their sufferings. 
'■ Many n well-bred charger," wrote an officer who took part 
m the campaign,* -was left standing by the roadside, its 
Lack swarming with mnggots, and its hoofs worn to the 
seusifrle sob." 

still the pursuing columns pnsbsd doggedly and relentlessly 
on. For a time indeed (hey were confused hy the terrilio 
speed With which the fugitives rushed from the centre of 
Malwu to the northern extremity of Eojpooninu. OnJv fur u 
however. Colonel Holmes, who had been sent nut from 
Nnsseerabad with a few infantry and artillerymen to do what 
he could, performed the astounding march of fifty-four miles 
across a sandy desert in a little over twenty-four hunts, 
surprised the rebels encamped at Sfeetur, and, by merely 
hnng a few rounds, threw them into the utmost confusion, 
fantia was now thoroughly disheartened, and worn unt with 
fatigue, Next day he made off attended bv only a few 
folio were, crossed the Ommbul, and hid himself in tbs 
jungles near Serongu. 

A few days Idler some six hundred of the rebels gave 
themselves up to the Rajah of BiWeor, begging him to 
iulc nestle with the British on their behalf. The Government 

w 7 t0 be 9llTed trouble of hunting them down 

ordered them to be sent home, only stipulating that any wbti 
might thereafter be convicted of murder, should L e bright 
up, if required, for execution, MicJiel believed that those 
who were Bbll at large would tr; to escape him ly crossing 
the Amvelh range into Ifaiwa. Ho therefore posted columns 
tn hem them m on all sides except the cast, where the great 
desert effectually imprisoned them. Once again, however, 
thrnr marvellous speed upset all his calculations. Shooting 
P“*t the right flunk of the southern column, which wa! 
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commanded by Brigadier I Conner, they fled through Joodpbf^/j p 

But Honour was on their truck in an instant, and, marching 
a hundred and forty-five miles in four daya. camo up with and 
boar, them at Knsaneo* Five days later they reached the Fab, 10. 
CkuLterbliooj pass, and got safely through < but to their dismay fv*>. ls, 
found a column hovering in the neighbourhood. They made 
for the Banswam jungles. The posses were closed* Then 
they rushed to the east past PertubgLirhp hunted hy Somerset! 
who marched two hundred and thirty miles in nine days. 

Most of them fell out of the line of march, threw away their 
arms, and sneaked home T A few escaped into the jungles. 

The rest, numbering about two hundred 3 surrendered no nr Foij. 

R unite] ah.* 

Tatitia, however. was still at large. The jungle iu which 
be had taken refuge belonged hy right to a feudatory of 
SIndk h named Maun Singh, with whom he bad lately been 
associated- This man had, however, a few months before 
been, deprived of his estates by Lis overlord, had rebelled 
against him, and, having been attacked by Napier, who could 
not afford to overlook any disturbance, even though it were 
unconnected w r ith the Mutiny,, had elftcrod upon the career of 
an outlaw. He happened at this time to be wandering in the 
jangle. Oue day he came across Tantia. p+ Why did you 
leave your force ? fcr he asked ; you Lave not acted rightly in 
so doing." ,f I was tired of rapping away/ 1 replied Thu tin, 
u and, whether 1 have done right or wrong, I will remain 
with you." He might indeed feel that he was safe where he 
wa% for no Europe an would ever be able to follow him 
through tho pathless mazes of the jungle to bis hidkig-place* 

But it had occurred to Napier* who knew that he was some¬ 
where in Elm jungle, that be might be abb to effect his 
capture, if he could first succeed ip gaining over Muup 
.Sipirb. It was not likely t licit Mann Singh would refuso to 
surrender, if a snffkdeut bait were held out to him* For he 
had staked everything on the issue tif Iris quarrel with Sjndk, 


* $&&***?* Mtg, lSGG f pp. 173 - 91 . Cvkxttu Jal*- 

Dec., 1S5J, pp. m^ r L^I3, Ml, S3*S-iS p 24^4-7. !M5H, 2iSi ; Jul^Jwh-. li/y 
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!ind hnrl lost. H 19 one r fiance of regain its- bis lost weaJdi 
uid position would be to place hitnsejf in t | je hands uf the 
f riLis]i p ansi tu court ilteirgood i>fEcies H 

Major Richard Meade, an officer of the Gwalior Contingent, 

if ? irtud / beC , n seTU b m command of a email 

detachment, to clear the country in the neighbourhood of the 
jougle, and lo attack Tantia and Maun Singh, if he should 
Ood an opportunity of doing so. In the dm week of March 
he heard that the thakoor of a Ullage in which his troops 
were quartered was connected witl. Mann Singh. On the 8th 

, “ tfJ sea tLe and succeed ad in getting hint 

° promise to bring Maun Singh's agent tp him. and to trv 
to persuade Maun S, B gb himself to surrender. Three days 
later the agent presented himself before Meade, who gare 
nun a letter for his master, which contained an invitation to 
surrender Some weeks of uegociation followed. On the 
3!sl, Meade was informed that Mann Singh wn S prepared to 
accept the invitation on certain specified conditions. Some 
of these he could unt accept. At last an Maun Singhs 
scruples were overcome, It was agreed that ho should be 
free lo reins ,d in the BWtish catnp, instead of being handed 

/? th " ta, 1 d “ ffieT8ies <* Smdiat and on the *nd of 
April he gave himself Lp . 

But the most delicate part of Meades task remained to 
ho done. He knew that Maun Singh must be longing to 

Id/ e TTr d t0 the P0Sit5 ’ rtI1 Which he Imd occupied before 
bm rebellion. Accordingly, on that day and tL m*t he 

repeatedly talked to him j n private, and laboured to instil 

JUte Ins mind the idea that, if be wanted to establish a 

claim to indulgence, he must make himself useful to 

sZTZ? M T f, Tnntia ' *"* h ‘" kn - that Mann 
5“f had surrendered, had not the faintest suspicion of 

what was passing through bis mind. On the nth ho sent 

a messenger to «k him whether he would advise ^ 

m2 71 r l ° **" I- Maun 

iXrs *r t tjiat he *»« 

to be inform-T ri tT‘ 1W ° ***“ IlUeC (,e allowed Meade 
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portion of ]jis estate. Meade was not empowered to promise 1Sd% 
so mucin All that I]b could do was to tell Mann Smgb that 
any claim which he might establish would he considered* * 

Maun. Singh's mind was soon made up. Ho promised to 
do his best to apprehend Tantifl* 

But. to apprehend Tnutia was ns difficult as to stalk a red 
deer. His spies swarmed in the British camp* It was 
obviously necessary that the work of seizing him should bo 
entrusted to natives only, and that of those naLives none hut 
Maun Singh himself should know who the intended victim 
was. Accordingly, Meade selected a number of sepoy a, and, 
without mentioning Tnntins name* ordered them to obey any 
instructions which Maun Singh might give them. That 
night Maun Singh went to aeo Xnntio, in fulfilment of bis 
promise, and told him that Meade was kindly disposed 
towards him. Once more TaiUirt asked him whether ha 
would advise him to rejoin Teruzu Slmb, or to stay where 
he was. Maun Singh sold that he would give him a definite 
answer in the morning, and then went away. About mid- Cupi~ai*<jJ 
night he came hack, followed by the Hupoys, and found TjmUa ' 

Tanti a asleep. Tbo sepoys woke tpm up r seized him, and 
carried him back to Meade* He was then conveyed to 
Sep roe.* 

There, on the morning of the I5fch t a court-martini was h]b trial- 
assembled in an officer's bungalow to try him, Ho bore 
himself under the ordeal with perfect calm ness. The charge 
brought against him was p that he had waged war ns a 
rebel against the British Government, * l I only obeyed/" 
he pleaded, " in all things that I did, my masters orders 
up to the capture of Calpea; and afterwards those of Rug 
dahib. I have nothing to state except that I have had 
nothing to do with the murder of any European men, 
women, or children, neither have I, at any time, given orders 
for anyone to be banged/' The defence was not accepted. 


. * ALdl^ijj], ti'I. life. pjj. MI :J H 3irl App- L, jip. 5^1, ^ (Tudk^i d*pi> 
Mlthay Sir Rbh*rri Moada, ta whout I uppUtwl Fw cnfann,riiioc 4 -was nbruud 
|3lt lia.il not bis papera with. bim; but, as MuU&BHE$n t 9 acr 3 uut|L p 

* bijli I ]]/i.te Ml***!* Traa l:«a =■£?•_!. a t. - -a inEonuuiiion mpplisd by !£ir l-Eiduunl . 

I hiLV* !j.ij doubt. tiiiit wbnl i hia ve irrittjjii ju the less.! is sub Elan dally triM. 
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In tbe evening Tamiii was found guilty, sentenced to death, 
and curried off to the fort of Sepree, 

. D “ nng tlirec days he united impatiently for death. Once 
ie expressed a hope that Government would provide for his 
foruiJy, and not punish them for what he hud done The 
ojren.ng of the 18tb was fixed for hia mtaaotion. At five 
O cluck on that day lie was brought out of the fort, noder the 
escort of a company of British soldiers, to the place where he 
was to die. The troops of the station were drawn up on the 
ground in a hollow square, in the centre of which stood 
•he gallows, Lvery spot from which it was possible to see the 
convict was crowded with onlookers. There wan a delay of 
about twenty minutes. Then Major Meade read the chL*. 
he bn ding of the court, and the sentence. As soon as the 
ast word had been uttered, the fetters were taken off Timtia s 
egs; and, with a firm step, bo mounted the ladder on to the 

I P tf T!' Hs and tied. Then, of his own 

accord Le put his head into the nooee : the bolt was drawn; 
aiid r after a eliglat straggle, ho died,* 

It has been argued that os, at the time when Tan tin was horn 
!u> master, the Fe^hwc. wan nD independent prince, and as Le 
was not charged with having commi tted murder, it was unjust 
to hung turn. To this it migli t be replied that as, at the time 
oi bUgtay, ho was ft subject of the British Government, 
he undoubtedly rebelled in waging war against it. and was 
Jereforo as justly liable to be hanged as any of the poor 
deluded mntjuevre wlio suffered the same fate. Bat there is 
no need to insist upon this argument. Though Tantia was 
not charged with having committed murder, there is abundant 

_ , r<U ' , t " tIiaLl ™ Sfl J'* n o he hud not committed 

murder he Led,-that 1, helped to contrive the deaths of 
hoae who were shot, or sabred, or drowned, or torn to pieces 
m the Ganges by Cnwnpore.t If f )B had been as brave as 

eoLafa.'^ jW * r ifjl ‘ V 1BWl P* 5 ‘ ‘' <,1 *! Tim,, Knj 1H>, 18S9, p . JO, 
feniiW®DOB, *i L*r fi Hut Vcftttiatov <,{ a "* , 5 Jlnd ° r Wa WOOtert 
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the woman who died fighting on the Sold &om wbidJi be ran 
dwnT, he would have deserved some pity, But, Uke 
mnater, tie was a coward; and posterity will flay that hmgmg 
WR3 too fiOpi for llixn- 1 ft 

The annihilationof Tautia'a power was tile 1^ event of real 

political Importance in tie insurrection For 
longer, however, tie dying embers of die hre ^ luc 
swept over the land, smouldered on. Throughout 
and tie autumn, in Bundlemmd, in tbo &augor and Vrbuddu 
Territories, and elsewhere, small columns were constantly em- 
p loved in hunting down bands of marauders who could do 
bring themselves to turn aside without n struggle fro® R 
path! of violence and rapine which the outbreak oi ^ mutmy 
had opened to them. It was uoL nil the end of the ye^ 
that Tndia was relied to something like its normal condi- 

' Long before this, however, an event had occurred which 
marked the close of tbs crucial period of the struggle, and 
the restoration of British supremacy. In England all 
political parties agreed in throwing the hiaine oi the Mutiny 
Sn the East India Company. Tho Company was therefore 
abuliHhad; and Queen Victoria became virtually Empress of 
India A proclamation was prepared, explaining the princi¬ 
ple in accordance with which the imperial functions were 
l thenceforth to be exercised. It declared that the government 
of India bed been assumed by the Queen; that Lord tanning 
I was to be the first Viceroy; that all officers who Led been n 
I tho service of the East India Company were confirmed in 
f their offices; that till treaties made by tho Company with 
I native princes were to be maintained; that the Queen desired 
i no extension of territory; that she promised full religious 
I toleration to her Indian subjects, and wonld always respect 
I their ancient usages; that she offered pardon to all rebels 
I who had not direct)v taken part in tho murder of Europeans; 
I and that she waul'd always labour for the prosperity of her 
I fifiwi j acquired dominions, t 

On the let of November, 1308, the proclamation was rend 
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oat nt every station in India* Regions services, military 
^alines, concerts, displays of bunting, biiB^tiHtSj illiuiLiiiatioiis. 
fireworks* testified the enthusiasm of the Europeans i loyal 
addressee tv ere signed by fcho tia an da of natives i and anew 
era of Anglo-Indian history bognn. 


* ValiaseBi, pp. 3$), flCl- Indian ndwepapera 







CHAPTER XIX. 


CONCLUSION, 

The objects of this chapter are to ascertain, from the evidence 
recorded in the preceding narrative, first, what were the 
causes of the Mutiny and of the disturbances winch accom¬ 
panied it among the civil population, anrl secondly, what 
was tire significance of those disturbances, whether, in shun, 
they amounted to rebellion. Though there are some points 
involved in these enquiries, regarding which the evidence is 
defective, and which, therefore, can never he satisfactorily 
determined, yet they are of minor importance, l or historical 
purpos&a the evidence is amply sufficient.. 

Tho evidence concerns first, the mental attitude of the 
natives of India, and particularly of the subjects of the Com¬ 
pany, before the outbreak of the Mutiny, and aecondly, that 
conduct during its progress. 

History and common sense Mike show that a rebellion, 
properly so called, can never take place without provocation. 
Had the British Government given such provocation ? It lS 
tree that, on personal grounds, the King ui Delhi, various 
minor potentates, landholders who had suffered from the 
action of the British Government, ambitious apinla whom 
its levelling policy hnd condemned to restless inaction, all 
who fancied that its overthrow would open to them oppor¬ 
tunities for gratifying their selfish desires, desired that over 
throw with more or less eagerness. So did many Mahometans 
from political and religious motives, and many Brahmins 
from a of mounded adfrinifiQrtttiiaBp Thera we re other? 

36 # 
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too who, though they did not perhaps consciously desire the 
ruin of the Feringbees, were yet so far dissatisfied with them 
and their administration, that they would not hare been 
sorry to see them involved in difficulties. Bat. though 
British rule had been far from faultless, it was confessedly 
superior to any that had preceded it, and its sine had not 
been grave enough to provoke deliberate rebellion. The 
accident that it was ,uj alien and wn infidel rule, however 
humiliating to native priuc, would never have been enough in 
itself to afford provocation. The result of this absence uf 
provocation coupled with the diversities of race, religion, 
rank, status, and aim among the discontented was that they 
neither wished nor were able to combine against the British 
Government. They were simply in a mood to take advantage 
of any embarrassment which might overtake it, for the 
attainment of their private ends: some of them wore in a 
mood to scheme, and did scheme in order to bring such 
embarrassment, upon it. 

But lor the fact that a small fraction of officers and men 
were underpaid, end that there was no legitimate outlet for 
ambition, 4, the native army had, iu the beginning of 1857, 
hardly any substantial grievances to complain of: lint the 
relaxation of discipline had encouraged them to twist, into 
a grievance anything that startled their imaginations, or 
offended their caprices : they were from various causes 
generally far less attached to their Umiak officers than they 
had once been; it was in the nature of things impossible 
that, without such attach mint, Alloy should feel active loyalty 
towards the British Government; and they Lad become bo 
powerful and were so conscious of their power that, from 
purely selfish causes, they were ripe for mutiny. 

While the feelings of the civil and military populations of 
India were in this inflammable condition, the discovery of 
the greased cartridge struck them like a flaming broad burled 
into u mass of stored gunpowder; the inevitable mutiny 
burst forth; the discontented waned the opportunity to 
violently redress their grievances; and many who were not 
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discontented were swept away by sympathy, by“ j* 

Into the flood of MecUoo ^rS.te sdtoolboys 

«bo though prepared to reverence authority, must fix 
Z fir ilm lore of ^ when they fed the 
ttieir master is powerless to control them, took Mp ot 
the prostration, of governmental force to outrage e ‘ 
But, as might bare been expected, the e^ept 

in one or two isolated regions, never amounted to rebel¬ 
lion. U they had done ao, the empire must have been 

*£$, to estimate the conduct of the people of India 
during the Mutiny, it is important to bear in mind that it 
would have been unnatural for them to feel towards an alien 

Government like ours the loyalty that can only coenatwi 

patriotism. Tho» of them who regarded our rule as hen* 
Lai helped ns, or at least left us free to help ourselves bn 
there was not one of them who would not have Lurried ag 
us if he had once come to believe that we should be over¬ 
thrown. Such conduct might not have accorded with 
romantic notions of fidelity; but it would most certainly 
have been dictated by common sense- ?To wise man eve 
fights for a lost cause, If we bad not been able to qubU the 
Indian Mutiny, it would have been a plum proof that ws 

held no business to bo m India* 

Although, even in DalWe's time, the sepoys were m a 
mutinous temper, and doubtless had vague ideas of rising, it 
is certain that, before the greased cartridge story got abroad, 
they formed no definite plot for a general mntmj. V hetber 
or 'not such a plot was formed afterwards, will neva: ha 
ascertained ; all that is certain h that, in the spring of IMT, 
a correspondence was kept up among tin- riginieiits . to 
Bengal urroy, and that they generally agreed to refuse e 

qnjtiidg'es.* . . - 

The evidence dearly proves that Balhonsiu was not m 
any special degree, not more than anyone else, responsible 

s.’ttSTst'sss 1 « «5S £s 

SJZ “«S«1 i- »it goet, a wham ««au ■* 

tbs tiUfiGB tliii Mutiny, ifi Vt grent v&lufi- 
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lot the Mutiny,^ or for ihe disturbunces which accompanied 
St. It ia true that sons a of the acts of his administration, 
righteous though they were. Inn] added to the discontent 
which produced some of the disturbunoas* But that the 
harsh criticism y directed against the annexation policy by 
pamphleteers and historians were unsound is demonstrated 
by the fact that, with two exceptions, the annexed states 
were far less disturbed In the years of the Mutiny than 
provinces which had been for generations under British 
rule* The exceptions were Ouds and JhoneL It is possible 
that, if those stateE had not been annexed, the British 
Government would have escaped some of the difficulties 
which beset it in l 857 and 1858; but it would have pur- 
chased this relief by infamy, — the iniamy of abandoning 
millions of peas eld is to groan under oppression for fear of 
incurring die ill-will of their oppressors. Moreover, even 
the annexations of Glide and Jhausi won hi have been horns * 
less. If they bad been supported, as they would have been 
by any Government but ours, by arniad force. On the other 
hqnd r by the construction of roads, railways, and telegraphs, 
and above all by the magnificent administration which he 
bad bestowed upon the Punjetub, Dnlhousie had contributed 
so much to the power by which order was restored to India 
that he deserved to be mentioned with gratitude rather than 
with reprobation. 

The question still remains, how far the rulers of India 
were to blame for the evils which befel them and so manv 
of their subjects. The mutiny might doubtless have been, 
prevented if the native army had been treated with invariable 
consideration and good faithj it discipline had been persis^ 
tently euforced , and it the due proportion between the 
numbers of the European and native troops had been main¬ 
tained. But, if a general mutiny had ever been suffered to 
break forth, no power on earth could have prevented quasi^ 
rebellions disturbances from following it. Jnst as the lawless 
and tyrannical barons of the twelfth century toot advantage 
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of tho Mtaw of BtepW to ptaaor on! or»' ** 

M 4 «** ’ k *“” 5 ^, J S 

rule of KBOry Plootogenel 1 juflt OS □ getloro J, f 

Uudoo polloo w<-U bo followed by o v»l»o -b-> of 

™, ou tbt f* of ti. Loifdoo ,tle 7 s , ,Z™" “o 
would live talookditTE, *8 dlspoBsuised IradboldeM, 
Gooiuio »d *• budmft&hos of ludio bo,, wdoomod th. 

£2^- of j— *jrat 

tioi mu'd. many mistake*. *K«b * 

imuu, rnmio . _ MntinT: but muck of too 

the distafb&neea occasioned by toe Jinuny mpft __ e8 

discontent felt against ub wss tbc inevitable rest , 

tS righdv Lou on hobolf of .to -bn« mouj, bod 

:Sodlb=V«n.,o. ■$£ 

that resolute assertion of the majesty of 
iirst duty of every Government. 
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Tbe Patna Inbuhthial Institutton, 

r t£° 

^ t^lST S at tbs concision that the Govern- 

obiSt Lit was also rei^d by the people m an engine of »h- 

& wSeSSm.bo JmAttcl to Haltiday a plan far flu. «uj“ 
i£L£t of in Industrial Institution, the expenses of which should 
Im defrayed bv the wealthy landowners, inasmuch as it waaintended 

ffiCK *£ of thih tjot s **rVT i 

ever not to ask fur any subscriptions until Ltnlhday had cxpE^sed 
SS, of tl» scheme;*' How coital thatapproval was, may 
be SSSd from the Mowing words: » l have a great value for 
votir iilan and think it may become & thing of vast impouance. 
At ill eventz, I Look upon ii that the idea vs a credtttUaom, 
creditable to you is the originator, and * ehsOl L* 

orend to narfeke the triumph, and pursue tho gale. Mot cover, 
such men L John Colvin, Dr. Duff, Dr. ilm,at r und Mujor llolmes 
wrote tn TavL*, expressing their admiration of foe philanthropm 
Xvs and S heartv vriahes for bis success. Yr^nllj, how 
S|U to bo rumoured that the ooDootiou of suhsoripboos 
from natives might be regarded, by the Supreme Gowi nnieut, uu 
even in England, as savouring of oppression. Halhdaj at one a 
took the alarm. Apprehensive, it would appear, of possible 
censure, he issued a proclamation to the effect that no snbs-eriptions 
w'ould be acceptable unless they wero ottered in a purely spun- 


* Ha took this BjfMnidcti hecamo opinion on the P&jec* at aEkiag SAtiToa lor 

btlbicriftifjiiE in yjd uf pabUo w-ark“ £i&4 always ho?il3 V] V ’ LJ ‘ 
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tmieotiB mid disinterested spirit, without any reference to the 
wiahi-s D f Government or of the authorities* By taking this step' 
lie Lad not only thrown Tayh r over, nnd kid him ni> to the 
puhhc pftac- as an impostor, hut Lad skdtifiad kim=elf 1 Tovler 

S V offi^° r0UB kt , teF ! ir ° m resiJcnta *“ Cellar, and various 
high officials, Borne of whom were intimate friends of Hallitlav 

Hi • t ' r 5irm ? °/ sympathy, and expressing indi gnat fun at 

e^“^ n .U 0 e.' L,tt 14 ““ J b “" 


“ W. Tatleb, Esq., 0 May ' I867 ‘ 

“I think the opinion is general that you have been perfectly 
flnecestifal hi shomptf that you used no improper mean a to obtain 


t tr T ‘Zr 'ft io “ M “°- hy Tuvlftr, [n the lurtuatrinl faitf- 

BlnoBook.imd in Taylor* Jit/Jg UMJaft -V- wnmduiu . thatHal0.]*y 

* *• 

J*25“ “ 10 Arah - *® th* fcranthUititt-Eto™ of B charitable 

f “Jf bl , dl T *ylart whet in th® Judge of tbit diairu-t, hod been 
ciiWtaing Bnt.fi 1 -Mjilmna. At tho ole™ of u, speech which he Mnned after 

w^tlnn this liberal tiubscrff.tjr.n vru ruined.* Apim, 

wntldg Joim-tiISfljt.nTta Jsjler m contortion with the anbjerd of the IndnAriJ 
lnflt it m L tor. i .Hell r ho soul,- 1 1 qnifco agtr* vritbyonaa to model aoliot'!-, and, if cite 

S^AWth* S bc - tU bt( s™ 1 thkjf. Mnlwa ™ jreoily 

flatus) by tho ]S .lice yon promisoft ton for hh effort* i* tht, ui.fc. and / Inal 

Tbl A »i J tt*??'* 1 * , ' th f rs aH well oo Flntwa to net this movement gaiag." 
The ^oHi^r of tho iwwojple ; enunciated hi tho proclamation ™n bardic b« 
reeWi] l.j thuEis Mho hate utt nttiier l.ccniti Jurlia, r-r r^n versed v.iih uinerieiioed 

^f!tn " i V, ' DnJJ ™ b ’ ™ T *J'^ Mem,,,. - Lu pr Lat em- 

jilnmcjl.t ngamit [-id notion that donations ai-„ over given by tho runimcn riu^ 

e^h«lf tnt T G i J ' ' ,'' m Ulivolhoh vr diointf rested in, .tites . . if Lho 
11 r “ ” hi ^' hnne for j-oor« pert Leon levied thronghout [ho connrrr Ly 
S3Efi2£ir “ 1 over bwn believed «r represented oo 

P,, vi^e» n^7- contribution*, made without reference to 

i vof ™nit i,^ h0 T afnn ‘ E ?*? tohevera and r®i,rcacntars hove t hhor beep 

pn^.jnmtly ign-Jrant tif pafafnlly * 

. ihen with regard to Tuylci to narrowed to this. Did be noo hie 

, ' nl ?" cri l jtiana Improperly f The opinion which 1 

ui«c ertto!*v.h'^ 901 s® disltlcto hi* proeoodinge canrad no 
turned that mIj in other, they did canjio aaroe. But it should be men- 

duJ set prove that^l'ayU'r M,wT 1 ,l, j!i ,l ' itn “ wn ’ “^worthj, it 
for what ho mgardrd „ a ^ 
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,«b OTP 5»»; b»a =«*», U..I OT^uai W^ gtfl. 
tuuus iitm of the Lentcnant-Govemov. I truet, Ui^ruor,., uuu * 
bkS af calumny which has mailed X’ 

innocuously, and' that HoUidny willnot allow h^elf to fe mihr- 
onced by popular clamour, though, between onrselvc-a, Lb 

ofbiaaimk points. .. Yq urs. Ac., 

(Signed) “ E. A. SAircunLa." 

47 May, 1857. 

" My DE ff T J^^ eetllC£a 0 f the general principle which you lay 
down us to the propriety of inducing -wealthy unttvea to 
fbeir money on works of public utility, and assuring them of the 
of the ruling authority in the ercnl of thar domg »o, * 

r*??^ mistaken, yon will find the principle distinctly 
r-mmeiu'ed in the notice or circular which the Government issued 
^hen they commenced Llir- publication in the Gazette, of the names 
of those who had asaiated or subscribed to public undertutnig-. 

^^riS^^yonrlcttor thatyou hare kept Ealliday 
Mb- informed of Etfity stop you have taken in the matter, and 
notified to him, from tune to time, the amount oI the subscriptLona 

« Otar'S to .Umtah rfj 

h,e contributed lo j'oor scheme. lit*, beinfr the ease, n » 

limy to have interfered at that time if ho thought you wme piling 
too hard on the auboeribera. To allow yon to go on, and to ^piL^ 
Iiib tacit if not ilia active approval of vonr proccecUnga, lou*, u* 
Uir“^tod nn^P^ilioni tot, it tLo tot tod of P fU, 

clamour, to discredit an officer in your high pcs diem, by wmgii 
proclamation aa ihui you mention, and directing the judges, U 
report on your conduct t for in fact it amounts to that), was. nn- 
qiLliounbfy, injudicious, to use a mild phrase, m the Lieutenant 
Governor, and moat unfair to yon- 

** \cmrB tfcc., 

\ Signed) Ia E- Ah &AMu.iihLsJ' 

Taylor nt onco wrote to bo£ Eallaky to -withdraw tlio proclaim].- 
tion/but In Tain. It was shout this time that the Mutiny broke 
out. 8 Suddenly a report reached Tayler to the effect that Holliday 


* Sm Tartar* R<ph tv 3ft™., p. £ To tbo lament contamoA in 

the wwJtsIottJ to, that Tajkr oould Imre cariiodon tho 

oontrov* *v at IGmwan «eU ob ttt Patna. D* “™> «»**» ^‘nwred to 


HM3 

la*V 


rK2 1—oust itseh to a? mind In Otdar ho.orer, to 

; e B,, rtom Irr doabt in lb* mini, of thoM who mltfbl nallbut book, I wreta 


to Jlr. Tarter on tbe snbjoOC. Ills answer w*H aa follows 

"HI bad been removed to JJnnlwah, distant about WO miiiia iiway^bo wonld 
Itava cured one furtbing lor any Patna Institution? Apt a toul ! Tbo *0borne 
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Tavbr C 1l, t0 f’T VC l Tiv % Cn J^Lmi@sio3ier&Llp of Burdwan. To 
kIwL^j mtQtfa ™ earned dear. HallidaY, he 

tinti^Mj 11 s . £o ? t0 a cmteoreny which must, if mu- 

tumoa, luad to revoL-Utona injurious to Lis character as a man ami 

a public officer. Dnc Taylor was not to be crushed without a 

whil^ ° n ^ ' tb 0j: J J Uae Le wmto t0 BGt w ,on - somr that, 
»hik- 1,0 was Quito prepared to bring Lds Division stf/v fc&S 

S g* wei ? interfered with, he felt lL to *£££&£ 
„ Y I t ■ ^pectedto do so tvith tile dattitmtian of Lis authority 

^ lai i v J^BS® 4 tJaat ei ther the report should Le 

5&mS 5 0f 116 Eh01!ld *» at once 

ktKJ?& W bn ^ r “ ““EMM- He received in replv a 

mter s aj that his refnarol was not conk-tnp] a ted, <« This’’"lie 
uu,rward S wrote, •• w.;s of come, Mr, Beadons delicate way of 

hniXTT 3 * Lc / tal iQecs ' ■ ■ ■ that my removal wag pro- 
nlued by the Governor-General." That Halliday bad hSK 
mti'iiJ,. d to remove him * be regarded as proved by the foUowmi 
letter which Le received from BamcieJia. ' * 


*' Mt Drum Tatleq, imit> 13 ' l8 ® 7 ' 

■■ Yon have, of course, heard ere this that Hnllidav bag 
t0 ^ t f w * n . i afim ‘ thf pains hs has taken to destroy 
i um UJiiutI1C0 »t Pat ™, it ma probably the only comae left him. 

H Yoiira &c_ 

Signed) E. A. aunanis." 
^ preceding narrative with the 

, 1 ?^V riUl: 7 ,7 ! "•■ clEC ™ Btlll ^us i.f Taylor'S snbre- 

n^ Uj r ^“' d [ t m proved that the with- 

j: ," ;J { ‘ wLlcL 'Halhduy put fonffard a~ the ground of tliirt 

7f H ’ Ba f 7,’ " a3 ™ rfl \ J l 13 * 1 ^ a and that the diemLisal 

\\$lb n foregone canelusion + 


*“3 rightsnreer^oft. tier® wn, net n nuumt Patiuiwho would 

a? a ‘ ,Q: 5S}£L , sStefs; 

alrLX P ™ 3 ** 1jr th * which my own reflection bed 

BSsas v aSSSSr® 

him at 4 lb oarliBr datn.’' J 1 " ^ Ijutb been imnDiifi to ibbidv# 
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APPENDIX B. 

Did the Bengal Sepoys pwn a General Mutiny for 

May 31, 1H57? 


Mm Ottiowm Wiisos.tvIio, Mcev tlie suppress:oit of ^ Mokny, 

was appointed a Special Goiamiseionar. to l>' l » iah . “ d 

reward deserving natives. collected BvidenM whmh, in his judo’ 

23r,£h-&.> «-*»• «f W'S 1 K^*iffiuS 

for mntinv to commence throughout the Bengal Aim v ■ - , . , 

wa committees of about three members m each regiment, which 
conducted the duties of the mutiny ; that the Hepaye, a* a hi My, 
knew nothin^ of tho plans erratigod; iuiil that the only comp act 
tired regiuLi » a ^ was that 

regiments would do ns the other regiments did. —haya, rol u. 

to whom 1 have repeatedly referred as an 
authority, did not believe that any plot «a 

mntinT 3 If ho uri'iiod. such a plot existed, the Meerut troops 

v,-,re mUuo'to mtu'it hy a premature ool break, lins Moment, 
however, would not necessarily hold good if, ns Wilson hehe ed, 

.. the hp 0¥3 ( as ii body, know nothing of the plans arranLeil. _ 
The Meerut troops would not, in that ease, have knflwn tlm L >' 
iv-re fnaati-nting their leaders’plans i and, aa their outbreak oil 
the 10th of May was probably unpremeditated and tbt result of 
audit id y awakened passions, it would doubtless have been ivnpos- 

Eible then to induce lLi em to bide tbeir tune _ 

John Lawrence, in his letter on the Mutiny (referred 1to on 
p. B05, note), also combated tho theory oi a plot feu a general 
mutiny. The reasons which be gave ton his opinion were, that 
not one of the- numerous letters which had been mttieepted, 
Trtttea by sepovs, contained so much as a hint oi iUch a plot. 
Bud that'none of the faithful sepoys, pone of the condemned 
mutineers who might have saved their hvea by di-e 0B ™g it, i ■ 

^A e iSonsC S so°mc L wei K ht; but they are not oonclnsim 
The fact Lb at a plot for a general mutiny was never tinted at w 
intercepted letters, by faithful sepoys, or by condemned mthne ra, 
does not prove that no snuli plot existed; for, assuming the 
truth of Wilson's theory, the sepoys, as a body, were ignorant ot 

The question e-au never be positively settled. But th« balance 
of probability seouia to be ifi farour of ilson. 
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Cawnpoee. 

It will bo admitted that, whatever reasons Sir Hugh Wheeler 
may Lave had far believing that the flepoya at Cawnpore would 
not attack him, he was want tug in judgment if he did not provide, 
as far as it was posellrto to do w, against the contingency of an 
attach. It ig contended in the I.V Pamphlet ip. 135; that, if be 
Lad selected the magazine aa a place of refuge, ha would have been 
□bilged, owing to the distance of the magazine from the sepoy 
lines, to withdraw the oifacerg of the sepoy regiments from their 
men, an.-1 thus virtually invite the latter to mutiny But he 
would have been justified hi acting on the assumption that a 
mutiny wan, under my circumstances, inevitable. ■■ GtJneraJ 
Wheeler, wrote Neill, - ought to have gone there , L o Bid 
magazine ,i at onco; no one would have prevented him* tht-v 
mighE have saved everything they had almost, if they had." 
Kaye, however, rays (voL ii. p. S05, notch « some military 
an then lies may differ from Neill's opinion B.at no one oonld 
hiive prevented Whader from betaking himself with hie women, 
children, and invalids, to the magazine.” Neill is a hfrh 
authority; and 1 venture to think he was rig]it. The kWh 
made no attempt to pro vein tlm entrance of the non-combatants 
mto the entrenchment. Is it likely that they would have had 
fflhoopnr^c nnd decision, or even the ndmotjon, to oppose 
ljUt ' Icl 1 1. after hrst disarming its sepoy guard, he had attempted 
tea occupy tho magazine ? 1 

I‘. 1135. The statement in the test, that tho Nana had lived on 
the most (outwardly) friendly terms with the English residents at 
Cawnpore, is supported by Mowbray.Thomson, pp. 48, 57, Tre- 
vclyaa, pp frl-5, 88-0 Bhephord pp. 14 - 5 , and the Jin 1 Pmnphtft, 
p. J.3 *, On the other hand, Mr. Keane says Uraia and Stavu 

IbSS, p, 105), “the Nana never willingly associated,' in 
b vt atjgreo, with persons ofthat (the European; race from 

SltL-'n ^ • • * • The authority of 

Mowbiaj.Thomson, who lived at Cawnpore for tfireo months before 

conclusive^' ^ h fin self enjoyed the Nanas hospitality, is surely 

ia8a.V i 9 'o' " iu “" ld '' 8,8 •*”» JK "» *w- 

To E*° asserted that the Nana was taken 
***** Item to attack Cawnpore. 

Lin 615 T ? rja d m <* WaUestm’s uL,r S , 

,. r . j|, \ * . ! ln ^ a account is, on this point, unworthy of 

Credit. ho naturally wished to exculpate himself and his master. 
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My account of tie manneT in which tlie ellianco betweGD the 
Nana and the sepoys was Demented, is supported by Mi. Keene 
?aLj and W^''^ P- M7j, ^ well » hy the ether 
authorities to whom I have referred on p. 238. no tv. . 

P 210. "One .... position," In ihm Ao. h wWamp&njiBg 
the r>tpo,itivn». it is stated that Bracks 4 and & were occupied 
by the English, 1, % and » occasionally by the Bc^ys., . _ 

’P 241. "The siege .... week," Shepherd (?- 
Hie'date of the fire as June 13. Niumkdmnd, in his L^ry 
(p. ill.). assigned the event to >lnne 11. As he was a \i.iy cn 
diarist, his statement is probably correct. _ . . , 

In speaking of the effects of the destruction of the barrack, 
Esveivol ii. PP . 3a-HS: fells into a very natmwl Mandcr He 
sara that a number of faithful sepoys were obliged to leave the 
entrenchment, owing to want of food and of roum. Aj a niattor 
of fact, the annoys of whom he was thintang ware obliged to quit 
another barrack outside the entiBnchoient, in wmseqmsnep of its 
being burned; and it was unforumatoly nnpoasible to admit them 
within the eoLrenckmenih Mowbray-Thomsont p. 10 ; Elieplieic i 

i>p, 10-17; DepositkWi p. Bl. ____ . - 

p 24^ 11 ltih of Juncv" Shepherd (p- l> thc krzt 

eraud effort was rnadfi on Lite 9th." Mtmukchimd ip. xu.> speaka 
of n 'wear assault as having taken place on the 12th. Mowbrny- 
Thunison [pp. 9*-&! ays that there was nu nasaulL on the night 
of the fixe T If the fire oeemred trn the 11th, unci n me assault 
took pluee after midnight* Lie statement agrees With that of 

KamtkflhmieL _ . . * . 

P ^50 11 Mad r- fat the shore/’ Belafcssa, however f wrote, 

- Aker we had -on., about three tank* down strcaiu, one of our 
party * . ♦ . toW himself, bc-ou swimming _ oo his baek f and, 
not seems in what direction he was swimming, floated to the 
shorEs anil got killed, —Shephard, p. A2. 


APPEM)IX D, 

Twe DiBatssiL or the Lucenow Sepoys to teeib Hohes 

AT THE IS31iKCE OF HaBTXN GuBBJSB. 

There sirs several versions of this affair. Captain Wilson 

■- Gubblna forthwith began to give effect to Ms owd policy of 
disarming and dispensing with ah sepoy aid, frtep oy st^p ue 
continued to carry it out; thl, at length p all the PuorhcLma - ^ - 
gave up their g rru^ afc the bidding of their own oiii'eirsp and wlte 
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stated homawarde with their furlough tickets. Tina was too much 
for Sir Ilcnry^ He dissolved the Council, and on the 12th resinned, 
the active duties of Government P * „ and, sending messengers 
after the- sepoys who had left, Lad tlio satisfaction of seeing numbers 
return to their post, with tokens of delight, the honesty o£ which 
wae verified by their loyalty during the siege/' Mfl. Memo., quoted 
in Lifg af Sir H . Lium-nre, p. 5S8. 

G-corge Coupdr, Sir Henry "a secretary, supported Wilson's view 
ill a conversation which he had some years afterwards with Sir 
John Kaye. Hitt, r>/ thr Sepoy Ifur, vol, iii. p. -ll/G, note* 

Colonel Edgell wrote : — 

lk At luatt during Sir Henry's illness. In Jtmc t when, a Council 
. ► . were acting- for him, it we a deter mined to send awny all who 
would he induced, to go, on leave. Sir Homy, on resuming the 
direction of affairs a few days afterwards, approved : and the native 
brigade was reduced to about BOO men/ 1 MS. Memo., quoted in 
Lift tif Sir £L Ltucrmc± , r p, 58£b 

Gnbbius himself, saying nothing of the view which Lawrence 
toot of his action, wrote:— 

u About 3fJ£> sepoys were allowed to remain/" Tlu Mutinm in 

Oitdh, p. 148 . 

It appears to me that Lhcse accounts may be reconcilr A Pro¬ 
bably Gubbins's statement Lliat 11 about 850 sepuyfl were allowed Lo 
remain/' jg Ids way pi letting ua know that Lawrence corrected 
his measure by recalling all who were willing io come La eh. Lie 
does not say by whom tike 850 were allowed io remain ] and he 
would mturally be unwilling to admit that his cherished policy 
had been interfered with, 

I can see nu other way out of Ihe difficulty; for it is Impossible 
to suppose that Wilson and Coupor, who wore intimate with 
Lawrence, were mistaken in saying that numbers * h returned wiih 
tekemfl of delight/ 1 


APPENDIX E. 

The Abbault of Delhi. 

R 8S5. “ Junes unexpectedly . . * orders to do bo/' Kaye tvoh hi. 
pi 082) makes a statement identical in substance with this, and 
which, bo far as I know, has never been contradicted. An officer 
who served on the Head-quarters Staff has informed me that a 
report to the same effect was current in the British ramp, but will 
not vouch for Us accuracy. Another officer, late of the 1st Bengal 
Fusiliers, who Btrved with the first column T has written to tell mu 
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that lie himself, ft brother officer, mart 

Laliore bastion, rE ^f* “J J e ^-ideut to whhsh Kaye 

ordered to return. Probd*jhj** ^ t<?r ^ o£ the j gt 

S&sSSrS^ 

S^^SiSSstsSS® 

h --riSSSs?. 

p ■A.Hrtfk On clie liiiliOFE b&atioP-- L -i- lL / , , 

.\tmeu uu nearly ante, iu the 

I Ilatb nrfoEtedm' Bnt Mcorfbg to a MS. Memo., 

<^k<m the - L ^::; i n l S i "bv an ito l^of the lsr Bengal 

icondj liftt iX the enemy'e abnjp-shooters fared itub 
’“S wL? ••it «-»•»* reportta 

that kb (NicholSMlV) own wish was to k * e P b ° t ;Pf ]f w off 
until the advance of the eorrespondmg. aohnnnft - 
some of the enemy who were . , . barring h^progre^.bntit is 
uncertain whotht-r Nicholson renm* anorder to advance, or 
whcrtiOT an was "tnerally reported, he yielded to tlie boa ice oisa 
o£ticer ,f1 On the” other baud. Malloson ivoL u- P* 45 j S ^?? tried 
Km Blane (Nicholson’s biigade-maior, and Major J^b toed 
Xrdi. Nicholson from advancing, but that he I™ fed, 
noLwithstanding tbfiir adYice, in doing so* _ - j.i rt 

The Jpot where Nicholson fell was a recess abutting on the 

890. '* Wilson petulantly spoke. . , , holding on.' In the 

-> J 
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FortmyMhj Bmn f. for April. lBSi). p. 544, Sir H. Norman aaja' 
"It ig alleged {by Mr. Boswmtli Smith), that he {Wilson, then 
h T E ' 50 m:rTOl5B ' «* to *o withdraw the guns, Ml hath 

oil the tamp, and wait for reinforcement) there.' I da not believe 
-History ls t not wl tlista * iliing, nt least substantially 
Ti l]l‘ k 1 heliere tlffil anyone mil be convinced of fta truth who will 
refer to Kayr-, voL in, pp. G17-S and note, and to Malle son, vid. iii. 
pp. 55-7 and note. Bnt I posses additional MS. evidence which 
pHjveathe tnilh of the bfory beyond the shadow of a doubt. On Sept. 
14, a ovule Chamber him received a letter from Wilson, which he un¬ 
derstood ad unpbiDg that Wilfltm thought of wilhdruwfog the tro.-.n, 
tnim the city, Chamberlain answered the letter In euch a way as 
to Hhow that he understood it in this sense; and Wilson never ro- 
pu'hated bis u unclue ions. The purport of Chamberlain's reply was, 
that Wilson had no alternative but to bold the town nntil the fall 
ul the Inal man ; that the mutineers must have been greatly ' 
demoralised by the lose of defences which they had long held and 
of many of their nuns; and that., if Wilson persevered, he would 
sarely succeed. Baird Smith distinctly told Chamberlain that 

*:^ A ^^.retuing. Moreover, it was commonly 

if ported at the- time that IVilaon had also conmilted .Major Grind, 
and r mt Brmd had replied that God had fiivoured r,g Qm~ far and 
would not desert us. 

Su- II. Nor ia a u.3 article eontaims an elaborate defence of Wilson. 
Independently of the remarks which I Lave already quoted. the 

Um ° l, ! U ? fc ° ihis > ** m SFite of wretched 
health, \\ iLon didhis best, and that, considering hi 3 circumstances, 

£ ]fi “> * he <tespondod. That he did hia best has never 

been denied, bnt does not prove him to have heen an able general, 
ilut he desponded is certainly not wonderful r bnt, as Baird Smith 
and others whose health was as had as his did not despond it m 
tn BToidtlie conclusion that iie was less afoul u f heart 

arS’/^-flo TAie Scpt< 15 **’ sir K.Norman, in the 

mim e ip, o89i to which I have already referred, bays: " tom- 

pai-cd even to onr dunkoahad strength, the number who thus ib v 
diiutmg i incapacitated themselves were a m*re /Vurtfou." iThe 
dalies areniine., BirlWy, however, i s speaking, as I under- 

(?/£, £*?**""*" 14 ‘ 1 - do not tbillk I have slated 

in the test is an exaggeration; for almost everyone who has 

th? iS 6 * 0 h f tlwelt e“Pl“fcMly upon the drunken- 
nees which prevailed; and some speak of it us having extended to 

large numbers of the by Mey.* J 

fr f ’ ® 0t J ,Icbjcr - PP* 6®. 70; Cave-Bruwn, vol. L. pp. lHh-7 - 

^Si5'^.tS:SVS 7:1 “* *- w »- “»»« 
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appendix F. 

The of Hobson, u>. some Onimmm" <* 

T df the VznctB of Delhi. 

Those who formed tbeir 

Fo^hiBbiogwpbrjojia *JJJ d \ man ; hut HO r.id Inmans 

bicgraphy to pass unchallenged. hroii'-'lit against liiw did 

’ The worst charges which have JJ““Jpublication of Mr- 
not. bo far ur- I kn ••>«►_<■ PP eaT » i - _ before the appear- 

BoafforlJi'Sniitli’fl Lj/«! of L"i' ‘ \ on what seemed to mi? 

ante of that work. I bn w discredit that I was reluctantly 
high authority. s ° ®™ 11 ,■ .^al^been an eitrctnely favourable 
lnced to change what ll ^“'J* 1 ™g I1 “ JlV w bfoh has reached mo 

£* li ,,S „ho ta““ Lim «1.. within ft. t- ft* —**• U “ 

of □. native officer t « ah.ol Wf . in the roll of 

general officer who holds an hw ^ lengthy «»»- 

Ang to.liidi»wtM;^«™ , “i 0B die subject, Li* 
spomlcne* which has P“. f(jr truth would be at oneo 

impartiality and his scrap 1 _ _ , ^ ^ ^ Offered in &o many 

apparent, But the story, ns ■ after careful investigflr 

little details from the true * . - o . Hm , 0 that many of 

tion, I1»#VD grrefl tbfi gist, that I are clurrB nt among 

the gravest chfirgi-a u ^ ai Possibly some of them may 

Anglo-Indians arc a»®“«cil. ™ ni > , fl bv tbo cnem i c $ 

have grown out of "JJJjJtj ftU d snperdlioua towards 

whom his manner, gehei -. .• np agaioRt him. Of 

(he charges i-cliktuitf to hifi EJJJWJ - tbe Jfogfectlun of a ]ury; 

I believe, which cmld he P* he ^content with something 1css 
but hie lory umi and ^ mn * ^J£ p b uke a consensus of Anglo- 

®*i* ***** “ mmt '**"•*“ 

to have bten often curnapt. ..wacier. I have nor attempted 

Informing my eatimum of hi , L!i1 „ n ^ Anglo-Indians which 
to %iore the mass of float ingop , co | On the oilier 

brands him as *&i“SdK wuuv diainteres ted testimonials to 

5SjSSjf£,i *! U— "1“ *** Mm “ *“ ™ 

in the last few months of bis life- # 
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Seaton writes i Frow Cmlrt to CoUmd t vol iL p. IBS I , " Hodson's 
cure: for me I shall never forget. He watched am] tended me 
with ihe affection of a brother \ he anticipated ail my wantu, 
prevented me front s peaking and cure fall? exclu ded everyone 
front the tent." Again he says (voL Ii. p. 207| P "I mounted for 
him as for a brother/ 1 Yeruey writes *Thf Shannon'* Brign ifc in 
India, p, 77 u “Both Probyn and HodEon are beloved by their 
wild horsemen/* An officer who was present at Hodson a funeral 
wrote.“ AH (lie old warrior’s [Sir Calm Campbell) courage . . . * 
could no longer control tho tours—undeniable cadence of what 
he felt* 1 1 have lost one of the hnest officers In the army/ was 
hia remark/'—Hods on* p* S54* 

I maintain that there must have been good in a man whose 
comrades wrote of him in terms like those which T have quoted. 

Letnago on now to consider the slaughter of the princes of 
Delhi. Speddug of tin- behaviour of the crowd that sniTonnded 
1 1 ]i■ curt when Hodson way about to shoot the princes, MaMeson 
says, “The people were too cowed to act/' This is quite tree; 
but it is not the whob truth. Ii was only HotbsOn’d marveiloiiB 
audacity that cowod them. Again he says, « The crowd's undis¬ 
ciplined and unarmed component parts had lost ike only lair 
chance of resist a Eice when they assented to the surrender at the 
princes/* Bui it if- not certain whether the crowd thus surrounded 
the cart was the same as riia.t which assented to the -surrender of 
the princes. i See p. fiDG [of this book], note,! Moreover, 
Bodsoa j p. SOI r distinctly stated that tho crowd ' 4 were turning 
oil the guard/ 1 and M&cdowell wrote, AA The increasing crowd 
pressed close on the horses of the sowers, and assumed every 
moment a more hostile appearance/ 1 Lastly, neither iu Hod son 
account nor in that of Muedowdl,—the only original authorities 
for the drenmatanoefl of the slaughter of thfc princes* 1 — is it -t: i ted 
whether the crowd that smroillidtd the cart w as 11 unarmed " or 
iiotr It 1ms. 1 know, been asserted lJllli t Hudson's motive for 
shooting the princes was the desire to gain possession of their 
jewels ; but this is an aaserLioii winch cannot be proved. 

1 must repeat what I said in the text, that T prefer to leave the 
reader to form his awn opinion of the morality of the rJjingktcr 
of the princes. This ranch, however, I may say. It iu certain 
that Hod sob was positively convinced that the princes hud 
hounded on the murderers of his countrywomen* It h certain 
that lie had cherished the desire of inflicting retribution upon 
them with hia own hand. Arid it is possible that* when he rode 
up to the cart, and saw the crowd surging round it, he allowed his 
judgment to be biassed by this desire.] 
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APPENDIX G- 

- The Anglo-Indian 2m on But Corns CaMpbem.. 

Kdias journalists Tfrate miDT lony ^d 

SSAp*. <* ** is***- 

CO his disad^antagfi, Tj a _ tll& teFV worst CoimnoutitL- 

M went «» * ■■ t0 bS Sir Gdb -*•* ° n 

in-Chiuf that Lai ever JSJ, not merely OTci-rumm* 

the principle C'®W^&SSn8ES noticed tbs* Gritted 
ever, district that 1*[ w *££ battle which they Lad 

iiuft others, thmgb tbe> h<ii won _ > nt ^old noon the 
fou»l«, had nor been able tu Li. -wy^ aetermme d to do hiS 
Et-U ^-hich to ™gjt»*s£to CNorf to forget 

work a Li rely, ii slowly - □ MT n fn rmly snccessfiil. caiiipaign t 

ta^Tpl^.”“o^u°d to taWtoJtoamlM* #»&“«“ 

mid Serbadda tamtesnea. 


appendix h. 

1 BE ArTHOBiirEs on *hd 3 H ^ Bode ib baseb. 

Tai' authorities for tire history of ^^wteium <* 

” **£&. S8S£5t£3*&**‘ip& 

S«m /oirtWr* f*""> h £ Uti ! |H ;*' , ' rvtofw flasrtfc i (*> tlst 
Pudencies md : t()> Narratives 

varioii* Ga.ettem.of ^L *f SSEr erodes of the 

written by aeturn. m cr ^ , , '' Drived their information from 
struggle, or by mcyureia ^ English or Indian magazines; 
a-retbentie i«w»i m ’ ifli nriwellmeoufs doon- 

aSfCTSiUi.«— 

M »a m*ut .■*«. ^SSSj^Ss *Tb£ »»* 

LDga of courts oi m^mrjT ^ *- _ _ in one page are often 

not be followed hlmiTljy ftS T | , . a ^“ g ® interesting documents? in the 
ffg±f tTflgtSU U»ti»s P-port rnd E™ta* 1*» 
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before me Court appointed for Oil* Trial of llic King of Delhi, The 
refereneea whioh I have given are according to the volumes in the 
-Library of the British Museum. 

f«r^™ to Snnt iAtenfnm hulia are contained in a 
™ cs of , , MS - T ° I ™ in tbo Political Department of ditf India 
uriiLL'. Many of them are printed in the Piirliamrntary Papers ■ 
J o ,^ othcrB **=, m fin- as I know, only to he found in thane 

The Adinioistration Beporta were published in India, and are to 
b L - obtained from die itecord. Department of the India Office. They 
contain_ valuable information and atafotica relating to Hie bdia- 
viotu 1 qx tiie om| popqlation, 

■ ’J* e ' lh T ta which, like the Gazetteers, is to be fo und 

L! Office library, ecu tains a number of military 

despatches not to bo found in the above-mentioned collet cion a. 

The books in the sixth class are of very unequal value; hut 1 
canid not haveafforded to neglect any of them absolutely. 

Ihe art teles in the magazines supply a lew facts here and there : 
but the only ones of much historical value are those written by 
actors in din Mutiny, notally the articles in Btachtood on the 
. ■ t ^ nplll f IJ uf l8S8 ’ ftbd the - Pnrsuit d£ TantiaTopee,"and that 
m die- Calcutta Bevtoe on “A District during a Htvolc.'’ 

Ihe letters in tho newspapers contain a great deal of interesting 
personal detail, but must ho read with cacitiaij* 

Uf the miscellaneous documents published in India those which 
huveheon most nsofal to me arc- the Bine Book on Mr. Tavlcr'a 
case and thecollections of depositions of evidence taken by Colonel 
Wilburns at Meerut, Mwrudabad, and Cawnporo- 
ti J;f l^pblets, which arc very numerous, are, with a few eicop- 
W0rt ^B3 except as evidences of the opinions and 
pnKfc.oiiE of those who watched the course of the strangle, 
frnii sought in formation, by conversarioii or correspondence, 
from actors or relatives of actors in the- Mutinv, whenever I Lav* 
22J* PCC « SS ^T V advisable to do so; and in almost every 
onHwered Ul ^- Im,|ea ^ iave ^en khsdly, fully, and patiently 

- I n J^'5 ,^ so commlted a few works wliich could not be included 
in any til the above classes, hut which arc referred to in the foot- 

*{M%, there arc certain documents in the India Office 

bca ! ta se& - 1 *»*. * 1 
IU 1 U lost anything, it has been inform ation on matters of purely 

personal rather than historical interest. 1 J 

- AtlglD ' IlJ ^ ftn histoiy l6 simpler than thcit of Europe, The 

^the number and diversity of Sc races 
^ fistic Ltj to One’s 

Pf^ the Government was despotic makes the 
^ wmpkx than those 
To much t„ fiS of Vmpow h '^y- <li^ctilty is not 

ml?? ^ to lose oneself in the an nr- 

matfnaiti. Ab a rule, tlio writers of Hie rcc-ords 
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ax ^F^&£ e ’ ff£ 

witnessed or tdkcn piirt 'iv tho,^ , for tlie bistort of the 

believe that the evKh-m* vvliub wt P■— boiy of evidence as 
Imliau Mutmy B hb coaniiMe ^ ld- ^difficulty fool. 

tium sa for any V^isto^ . m ,,i r . r .i-irnl nativee, the difin:nlty 

n European feds m trying _ V , . trutti , m j the marked diver- 
getiang native ^tH^ess^ to_pf „ ^ various schools of 

tSSSSSSS SSS-T-a* -* "" L * “ iet - 

rated- 


addenda. 


R f- 


p 467 -The authority far the notice of DalrjrnjIa'B «#» 19 

S^r^rrr/sr™ « - *> «* 

revision and oorre^tinn* 

Jn=t ba ? >r6 h ^°hi published. 
Smyth, who hf heard that ti^a look we ^ ftt Meerttt 

a pamphletanda MS Mej q{ ^ boDlsi . The pamphlet I hud 
tseepp. 100, 103, lc _ It ; 9 stated in n that 

9C veral times fed «| Q f hie own; that, as 

lieutenant .^|V, to ]hia’W& been with his commandant, and to 
ad]ntt«at, hB c^t W hn ■ tbat 0ll l y e i x or seven men of 
have got all orUcre trom . fcMdtal- Moreover, a cone- 
Capkam C^igieaj^opimplies that both Clarke and Cra.gie 
spoilinDt of General at m . i # iir^qiimm^ to 4T & miy where 

Hw ;•■>-' i TO 

with them men without oraers , i fl oJ - jjave jvol. u, 

about these officers was _f ^ ,^4, T 67, from Mrs. 

StfiTtlfiftf fit. — “ h “ 

wib iseo P. ^leo^qn'otw, in bis pnmpbbt, testimonisli to 
JtSfiSBiS!J? gonecal C-* *» nnbsss, . »» 
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of fine temper, and a vary popular commanding officer, The=e 
testnnomals were referred to in self-defence, as Kaye hoi. ii, 
pp- 4S- , Lad B»id that Colonel Smyth (as he tvaa in 1857 ) was 
anpopnliu'. I formed the same opinion from reading a letter 
9 rai?0 t0 . lllc of July 29, ’67, and the 

? S" T;^ tlies , s os *° the 1*1* tb« condemned 
trooper 0 of the 3rd Cavalry showed their feelings towards the 
Mlonei on the pomshmepi parade of May 0 ; but, if I have been 
misinformed, I sincerely regret- it 

- JIa -jp r ;General Smyth says be did not go to his regiment after 
it mutinied, simply because it was his duty, as field-officer of tho 
week, to go iu person to inform Hewitt and Wilson of the cut- 
brealt of mutiny. 1 cannot but think that he would have shown 
niojre judgment if, at such a crisis, he had disregarded routine, 
and, entrusting die duty of informing his superiors to others, 
had gone straigh t to the scene of mutiny, 

f.iMriw’ 8 it also appears that the artillery were the 

first at Meerut to refuse lJie new cartridges. 

Of all the offieera. civi 1 or military, Whose conduct during the 
j h - t n ^, ca ^ c< l ™ question, whom I hove mentioned in 
this book, General Smyth is, 1 think, tire only one about whom i 
have been, till now, imperfectly informed. lam glad to have the 
oppoitiiinty ol giving ihe substance of his vindication; and, if I 
an Quid, rind it necessary, after farther consideration, fa alter the 
fait on pp, 100. 103, 1 will do EP . 

October 20, 18B0. 


I have just been enabled, thi't-ugh the kindness of Mi'. H. G. 
hcR>e to read a pamphlet entitled Tbr Fmnt folut <n M„n,t 
|pnbha «d at Cafantta ln ltffil, by P. O'Cullaghau, late surgeon of 

014 eye-witness of the mutiny of the 
r . a 5* -^ le accuracy of what I have said about Cap tain 

i -'T c ’ “ those parts of my account of the-mnthy 

whith treat of matters n otic id by Mr. O Callaghan, is confirmed 
Sj“? l^phlet; and 1 am now almost certain that Craigie did 
bring back bis troop in perfect order to the pariah-ground, though 
he was afterwards deserted by all but a few of his mem 

Oi-tobtr 20, idea. c 
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